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IXTKODUCTIOX  TO  TFIE  TAR  RIVER  HISTORY. 


Baptists  and  Quakers  were  ainoiiii"  the  earlier  settlers  in 
Xorth  Carolina.  They  came  as  refugees  from  persecution  in 
the  hope  of  finding  absolute  religious  and  civil  liberties. 
These  Baptists,  Quakers  and  Independents  began  to  settle 
in  the  colonv  previous  t(^  1()<)0.  probably  some  of  them  came 
before  1()5().  The  Baptists  and  Independents  seem  to  have 
co-operated,  and  ultiuiately  the  Independents  united  with 
the  Baptists.  Among  these  earlier  settlers.  Church  of  Eng- 
land people  composed  the  smallest  body.  Their  gTeater 
wealth,  superior  culture  and  the  oflicial  position  of  their 
leaders  together  with  their  greater  pretentions,  gave  them 
an  influence  out  of  proportion  to  their  numl^ers  and  Chris- 
tian example.  Their  chief  religious  activity  seems  to  have 
consisted  in  railing  at  the  Dissenters,  doing  all  in  their 
power  to  impede  their  progress  and  persecuting  them  to  the 
extent  of  their  ability. 

In  1701  under  the  leadership  of  Governor  Walker,  a 
movement  was  begun  looking  to  the  establishment  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  as  the  State  Church.  This  effort  was 
carried  on  with  varying  degTees  of  success  up  to  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  apparent  successes 
of  the  Uiovement  brought  but  little  revenue  into  the  treasury 
of  the  Established  Church.  Its  principal  effect  was  the  an- 
noyance of  the  Dissenters  and  causing  them  to  more  bitterly 
dislike  the  Episcopal  Church. 

In  the  early  settlements  Episcopalians  had  their  strong- 
hold in  Edenton  and  tlie  Chowan  section  and  the  Baptists, 
Quakers  and  Indej^endents  chiefly  occupied  Perquimans  and 
Pascpiotank.  In  these  early  days  there  were  neither  organ- 
ized churches  or  meeting  houses  among  the  Baptists  of  this 
section,  but  wherever  a  little  company  would  gather  the  gos- 
pel would  be  preached,  converts  received  and  baptized,  and 
from  these  gatherings  went  influences  that  ultimately  led  to 
the  organization  of  local  churches  with  Articles  of  Eaith, 
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Plans  of  Discipline  and  the  building  of  meeting  houses. 
The  first  of  these  organizations  was  effected  under  the  min- 
istry of  Paul  Palmer  in  1T27.  This  church  was  organized 
in  two  branches,  one  of  them  in  Perquimans  and  the  other 
Shiloh  in  Camden  County.  The  branch  in  Perquimans  did 
not  prosper,  especially  after  Paul  Palmer,  the  founder,  on 
account  of  the  infirmities  of  age  was  not  able  to  press  the 
work.  The  arm  at  Shiloh  was  favorably  located  and  un- 
der the  ministry  of  Joseph  and  William  Parker  and  William' 
Burgess  prospered  greatly,  and  is  today  the  largest  country 
church  in  I^orth  Carolina,  and  has  the  distinction  of  being 
the  oldest  Baptist  Church  in  the  State.  From  this  center 
arms  were  sent  out  until  the  whole  section  was  covered  by  a 
net-work  of  Baptist  churches  which  ultimately  extended  into 
Halifax,  Bute  and  adjacent  counties. 

In  1729,  under  the  labors  of  Joseph  and  William  Parker, 
who  had  previously  moved  from  the  neighborhood  of  Shiloh 
into  Hertford  County,  Meherrin  Church  was  organized. 
This  is  the  second  Baptist  church  organized  in  the  State. 
Other  local  interests  may  have  been  formed,  but  they  did 
not  become  permanent.  This  old  church,  located  on  the 
banks  of  the  Meherrin  River,  worshipped  for  six  years 
without  a  meeting  house. 

Paul  Palmer  made  a  visit  to  the  Isle  of  Wight  County, 
Virginia,  where  at  Burleigh,  he  found  a  ^^Beautiful 
Church."  He  gave  such  a  description  of  the  fertility  of  the 
soil  in  ^N'orth  Carolina  and  the  opportunity  for  preaching 
the  gospel,  that  Rev.  William  Sojourner  and  others  immi- 
o:rated  into  this  beautiful  and  fertile  country  and  settled  on 
Kehukee  Creek  in  Halifax  County,  where  they  in  1742  or- 
ganized Kehukee  Baptist  Church,  which  is  the  third  Bap- 
tist church  organized  in  North  Carol iu a. 

William  Walker,  who  was  baptized  at  Kehukee  in  1746 
and  ordained  1748,  was  more  largely  useful  than  any  other 
of  Sojourner's  converts.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  preach 
the  gospel  at  Reedy  Creek  in  Warren  County,  where  a  church 
was  organized  before  1750.    Speaking  of  Reedy  Creek,  Dr. 
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Jliifham  says:  ^'Frorn  tliis  clnirch  came  Sandy  Creek  and 
Maple  Springs,  Franklin  County;  Cross  Koads,  AVako 
Conntj^;  and  also  clnirches  in  Johnston,  Bladen  and  Samp- 
son Counties.  About  the  same  time,  1850,  and  partly 
through  the  labors  of  William  AValker,  a  church  was  gath- 
ered on  Fishing  Creek,  out  of  which  came  Rocky  Swamp, 
Quankie  and  Conoconara,  in  Ifalifax  County;  also  three 
churches  in  Gi'anville  County.  1'lie  church  at  Grassy  Creek 
is  one  of  the  fruits  of  this  movement  at  Reedy  Creek  and 
Fishing  Creek." 

The  churches  at  Shiloh,  Meherrin,  Kehukee  and  Reedy 
Creek,  the  first  four  churches  organized  in  the  State,  were 
aggressive  bodies  and  sent  out  colonies  in  various  directions 
which  in  turn  sent  out  other  colonies  until  Baptist  senti- 
ments were  preached  throughout  the  entire  State,  and  Bap- 
tist churches  were  established  in  various  parts  of  the  State, 
each  of  which  became  the  center  of  missionary  efforts.  It 
was  the  wisest  and  most  effective  method  of  missionary  ef- 
forts ever  devised  by  the  denomination. 

For  a  time  the  Baptist  churches  did  not  come  together  as 
associations ;  but  later  feeling  the  need  for  greater  unity  and 
co-operation  associations  composed  of  churches  occupying 
certain  sections  were"  organized. 

The  Kehukee  Association  was  organized  in  1765,  and  was 
composed  of  churches  in  the  northeastern  section  of  the 
State.  Previous  to  this  these  churches  held  an  annual  meet- 
ing for  interview  in  wdiich  the  condition  of  the  churches 
was  carefully  considered  and  plans  w^ere  devised  for  for- 
w^arding  the  work.  According  to  Benedict,  the  Sandy  Creek 
Association  was  organized  in  1768,  but  this  Association  was 
in  nowise  connected  with  the  Baptist  movement  in  north- 
eastern. Carolina. 

In  1806  some  of  the  churches  of  the  Kehukee  withdrew 
from  the  parent  ])ody  and  organized  the  Cliow^an  Associa- 
tion. 

In  1830  on  account  of  difficulties  that  could  not  be  recon- 
ciled, certain  churches  procured  letters  from  the  Kehukee 
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Association,  and  uniting  with  other  churches  from  the  Ea- 
leigh  Association,  held  a  preliminary  meeting  presumably  at 
Sandy  Creek  and  organized  the  Tar  Kiver  Association,  which 
held  its  first  annual  meeting  at  Sandy  Creek  in  1831. 


PREFACE. 

[ 

Dr.  T.  J.  Pitchford  was  the  first  Historian  of  the  Tar 
River  Association.  At  the  semi-centenial  session  of  the 
body,  which  met  at  Peacli  Tree  in  1880,  he  read  a  brief 
sketch  of  the  Association,  which  cannot  be  found.  He  prom- 
ised to  complete  his  history  by  the  next  annual  meeting  of 
tlie  body,  but  he  died  during  the  year  and  left  no  historical 
data.  At  the  session  which  was  held  in  Littleton  in  1882, 
Dr.  J.  D.  Hufham  and  Elder  Daniel  Wester  were  appointed 
to  succeed  Dr.  Pitchford  as  Historian.  After  the  death  of 
Elder  Wester,  Elder  G.  ]\[.  Duke  was  appointed  to  co-op- 
erate with  Dr.  Hufham  in  writing  the  history.  They  col- 
lected some  material,  but  did  very  little  writing.  On  ac- 
count of  the  infirmities  of  age^  these  honored  brethren  could 
not  do  the  work  contemplated  and  T.  J.  Taylor  was  ap- 
pointed to  succeed  them  as  Historian  in  1914.  It  required 
years  of  earnest  effort  to  secure  material  sufficient  to  com- 
pile even  the  imperfect  sketch  contained  in  this  volume; 
but,  such  as  it  is,  it  is  sent  forth  with  a  prayer  that  it  may 
be  a  means  of  blessing  and  encouragement  to  all  who  read 
it. 

T.  J.  Taylor. 
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Okoanizatiox. 

The  Tar  River  Baptist  Association  was  organized  in  I80O. 
The  exact  date  of  the  organization  and  tlie  place  where  it 
\yas  effected  are  unknown.  The  prohable  time  was  the  fall 
of  1^30,  and,  as  Elder  William  B.  AVorrell.  the  pastor  of 
Sandy  Creek  Chnrch,  was  the  leading  spirit  in  the  move- 
ment, it  is  probable  that  this  prelimiiiarv  meeting  was  held 
at  Sandy  Creek  Chnrch,  Franklin  County. 

The  chnrches  represented  in  the  preliminary  meeting 
were  from  the  [\ehukee  and  Ealeigh  Associations.  Those 
from  the  Kehukee  were:  Qnankie.  Rocky  Swamp,  Fishing 
Creek,  Mearn's  Cha]>el,  Sappony,  Peach  Tree,  Red  Bud, 
Sandy  Creek,  and  Maple  Springs.  Those  from  the  Ra- 
leigh Association  were:  Haywoods,  Flat  Rock,  Shiloh,  and 
Sandy  Grove.  These  chnrches  were  located  in  Franklin, 
Xash  and  Halifax  Counties.  Some  of  them  after  a  few 
years  returned  to  the  Kehnkee  Association. 

Having  no  minutes  of  this  preliminary  meeting,  it  is  im- 
possible to  give  a  definite  statement  of  the  business  trans- 
acted. There  are  reasons  for  believing  that  James  Sonth- 
erland  was  elected  Moderator,  and  Elder  Thouias  Crocker, 
Clerk. 

The  delegates  present  resolved  to  organize  a  new  a^^socia- 
tion  nnder  the  name  of  The  Tar  River  Baptist  Association. 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  draft  a  Constitntion  and 
Rules  of  Decorum  to  be  submitted  to  the  Association  at  the 
next  meeting.  The  Association  decided  to  hold  the  next 
meeting  at  Sandy  Creek  ^feeti ug  House,  and  Elder  Phile- 
mon Bennett  was  appointed  to  preach  the  introductory  ser- 
mon. 
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Several  causes  led  to  the  organization  of  the  new  Asso- 
ciation. The  churches  entering  into  it  were,  for  the  most 
part,  remote  from  the  center  of  the  associations  to  which 
they  helonged,  and  the  methods  of  travel  were  slow  and 
tiresome.  Therefore,  the  question  of  convenience  had  much 
to  do  with  the  movement.  Again,  they  donhtless  hoped  by 
organizing  a  comj^act  body  to  occnpy  and  develop  territory 
hitherto  neglected  by  the  associations  to  which  they  belonged. 
Th.e  largest  factor,  perhaps,  that  led  to  the  movement  re- 
snltinc"  in  tlie  birth  of  this  association  may  be  fonnd  in  the 
growing  hostility  to  missionary  eifort  on  part  of  the  Kehn- 
kee  Association,  which  liad  departed  fi'oni  the  faith  of  the 
fathers  with  reference  to  the  spread  of  the  gospel. 

In  1804  the  Kehnkee  Association  appointed  a  committee 
consisting  of  Elders  Lemuel  Bnrkitt.  ]\rartin  Ross,  Aaron 
Spivey.  Jesse  Read,  and  John  McCabe  to  attend  a  meeting 
at  Cashie  Meeting  TTouse^  Bertie  County,  on  Friday  before 
the  third  Sunday  in  June,  1805^  to  confer  with  similar  com- 
mittens  from  the  ^'irginia-Portsmouth,  and  Xeuse  Associa- 
tions for  tlie  ])ur]jose  of  devising  ways  and  means  to  support 
the  missionary  cause.  At  tliis  meeting  arrangements  were 
made  to  coUect  funds  fgr  missionary  purposes,  which  was 
approved  by  the  Association.  In  1827  the  Association  re- 
versed this  decision  with  reference  to  missionary  operations, 
and  j)ractically  declared  non-fellowship  w^ith  those  engaged 
in  missionary  efforts.  This  action  was  reaffirmed  the  next 
year.  Consequently,  there  was  considerable  dissatisfaction 
anionic  those  who  believed  in  organized  efforts  for  the  ex- 
tension of  the  kingdom.  This,  doubtless,  had  much  to  do 
in  leading  to  the  organization  of  the  Tar  River  Associa- 
tion. 

During  the  year  following  this  preliminary  meeting,  the 
churclies  intending  to  enter  into  the  new  Association  pro- 
cured letters  of  dismission  from'  the  Raleigh  and  Kehnkee 
Associations  for  that  purpose.  Therefore,  the  organization 
of  the  Tar  River  Association  was  fully  endorsed  by  the 
Raleigli  and  Kehnkee  Associations. 

I 
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The  Fri?sT  Axxiversaky. 

The  Tar  Eiver  Association  met  in  its  first  annual  session 
at  Sandy  Creek  [Meeting  House,  on  Friday  l)efore  the  fourth 
Sunday  in  October,  1831.  Elder  Philemon  Bennett 
preached  the  introductory  sermon  from  Malachi  3:16-18. 
James  Southerland  was  elected  Moderator,  Elder  Thomas 
Crocker,  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  and  Archibald  H.  Davis,  As- 
sistant Clerk. 

The  Association  evidently  intended  to  use  money  in  car- 
rying on  its  work  ;  for  a  Finance  Committee  was  appointed  to 
receive  the  conti'ibutions  sent  up  by  the  churches  for  as- 
sociational  purposes.  This  committee  reported  twenty-seven 
dollars  contributed  by  the  churchesj  which  was  turned  over 
to  the  Treasurer.  This  amount  seems  small  in  comparison 
with  reports  of  the  finance  committees  of  the  present  day ; 
but  it  must  be  reuiembered  that  they  w^ere  only  making  a  be- 
ginning, and  were  acting  under  unfavorable  and  trying  cir- 
cumstances. They  claimed  the  God-given  right  to  organize, 
{jnd  to  use  their  money  for  the  advancement  of  the  kingdom ; 
and  although  the  beginning  was  small,  they  were  moving  in 
the  right  direction;  and  out  of  that  small  beginning  have 
grown  the  large  enterprises  in  which  the  Association  has 
been  engaged  during  the  last  thirty-eight  years. 

The  Constitution  and  Eules  of  Decorum  prepared  by 
the  committee,  appointed  for  that  purpose  at  the  preliminary 
meeting  in  1830,  were  read  and  adopted.  This  Constitution 
and  Rules  of  Decorum,  with  but  few  changes,  are  still  in 
force  in  the  Association. 

Each  church  was  requested  to  send  its  Articles  of  Faitli 
to  the  next  Association,  and  also  to  indicate  its  statistical 
standing. 

At  this  meeting  it  was  determined  to  address  a  circular 
letter,  annually,  to  the  churches.  This  custom  was  con- 
tinued for  many  years,  and  many  of  these  letters  slmv 
careful  preparation,  and  are  valuable  documents.  Elder 
Thomas  Crocker  was  appointed  to  w^rite  the  first  circular 
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letter.  It  was  to  be  read  at  the  next  Association;  and,  if 
found  satisfactory,  pnblished  in  the  Minntes. 

The  Treasnrer  was .  instructed  to  purchase  a  hhmk  book 
in  which  the  proceedings  of  the  annual  nieetinas  of  the  As- 
sociation were  to  be  recorded.  This  was  a  wise  measure, 
and  has  preserved  the  history  of  the  Association  much  bet- 
ter than  would  have  been  done  by  merely  printing  and  dis- 
tributing the  j\Iinutes. 

The  Association  appointed  corresponding  niessengers-  to 
the  Ttaleigh,  Cou.nty  Line^  Flat  River  and  Neuse  Associa- 
tions. At  that  time  this  custom  was  universal,  but  for  many 
years  it  has  been  discontinued. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  family  names  found  in 
the  Minutes  of  this  session  of  the  Association  ai'e  still  repre- 
sented in  our  annual  meetings. 

The  churches  that  took  part  in  the  preliminary  meeting 
wove  also  re])resented  in  this  session  by  letter  and  dele- 
gates. In  addition  to  these  a  newly  constituted  church  at 
Allen's  Meeting  House,  now  Browns,  in  AVarren  C^ounty, 
was  received  into  fellowship;  and  the  delegates,  James 
Southerland  and  AVilliam  Rudd,  were  welcomed  by  the  Mod- 
erator. 

Fourteen  churches  were  represented  in  this  session  of  the 
Association.  These  churches  reported  a  total  membershi]) 
of  935. 

As  far  as  can  be  learned,  the  ministers  present  at  this 
session  were  Elders  Philemon  Bennett,  Thomas  (  h-ocker  and 
Willoughby  lludgins.  FAdov  William  B.  Worrell,  who  for 
inanv  rea<^ons  ma>'  l)e  regarded  as  the  father  of  the  Associa- 
tion^ on  account  of  sickness  was  not  able  to  be  present.  El- 
ders Thomas  Crocker  and  Willoughby  Hudgins  preached  on 
Sunday  to  lar<>e  and  attentive  congregations. 

The  SE^o^'D  Anniversary. 

On  Friday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  October,  18.32, 
the  A=;sociation  met  in  its  second  session  at  Maple  Springs- 
The  introductory  ^ermon  was  ])reached  from  1  Timothy  4:1«> 
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by  Elder  i^hiloiiiCii  Beiiiiort.  .Tames  Soutlierlaiul  was  .Mod- 
erator, and  Elder  Thomas  Crocker^  Clerk  and  Treasnrer. 

The  ministers  present  at  this  session  were  Joseph  J.  Einch, 
Benjamin  Brown.  Philemon  Bennett.  Thomas  Crocker^  Wil- 
ioughby  ITndgins.  A.  T.  Banle  and  Gideon  Bass. 

Three  chnrches  were  received  into  the  Association — Beedy 
Creek.  Hickory  (.^hapel^  and  Poplar  S])rings.  T  think  all 
of  these  were  from  the  Kehnkee  Association. 

The  statistical  table  of  this  meeting  shows  17  churches, 
276  baptisnis,  and  a  total  membership  of  1,338.  This  was  a 
net  gain  of  three  chnrches  and  -103  members.  The  chnrches 
sent  for  associational  purposes  $27.10. 

The  circular  letter  was  prepared  by  Thomas  Crocker  on 
the  way  Christians  should  act  toward  each  other  in  all  the 
relations  of  life. 

It  was  customary  in  those  times,  at  the  Association,  to 
have  three  sermons  on  Sunday.  Worship  would  begin  at 
10  A.  ^r.  At  the  close  of  the  tirst  sermon,  which  was  rarely 
less  than  an  hour  in  length,  the  second  preacher  immediately 
came  forward :  and,  after  a  hymn  and  prayer,  delivered 
another  sermon,  seldoni  remarkable  for  brevity.  Then  fol- 
lowed an  intermission  during  which  a  sumptuous  dinner 
was  enjoyed.  In  tlie  afternoon  another  sermon  was  preachetl. 
and  the  day  frequently  closed  with  a  gracious  revival.  It 
was  not  uncommon  on  those  occasions  to  see  many  mourn- 
ers present  themsehes  for  ])rayer  and  instruction,  and  to 
witness  the  rejoicing  of  new-born  souls.  On  this  O'i'casion 
Amos  J.  Battle  preached  at  10  o'clock  from  ^latthevv  5  :0. 
He  was  followed  by  Thouias  Crocker  from  Malachi  1:2. 
These  were  strong,  doctrinal  preachers^  and  doubtless  laid 
the  foundation  for  a  great  evangelistic  sennon  by  AYillough- 
by  Hudgins,  in  the  afternoon  from  Psalm  23:1:  ^*Thy  rod 
and  Thy  staff  they  comfort  me.'' 

TlIF.  TtllRD  AXXIVEKSARY. 

According  to  appointment  the- third  session  of  the  Asso- 
ciation convened  at  Hickory  Chapel,  in  Xash  County,  on 
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Friday  before  the  tliird  Sunday  in  October,  1838,  and  con- 
tinned  three  days.  The  introductory  sermon  was  preached 
by  Thomas  Crocker  from  John  17 :3.  James  Southerland 
was  Moderator  and  Amos  J.  Battle,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Elders  Willoughby  Hudgins, 
G.  Vick,  A.  J.  Battle  and  Brethren  James  Southerland, 
Simeon  Soutlierland,  Absalom  B.  Bains  and  John  Saunders, 
was  appointed  to  examine  the  letters  from  the  churches  with 
respect  to  the  Articles  of  Faith  sent  np  by  the  churches, 
and  prepare  out  of  these  a  system  of  faith  for  the  Associa- 
tion. This  committee  declined  to  recommend  the  Articles 
of  Faith  in  tlie  letters  from  the  churches.  They  did,  how- 
ever,  set  forth  Baptist  Beliefs  in  the  language  of  the  Scrip- 
tures. This  was  adopted  by  the  Association  and  published 
in  the  Minutes. 

The  church  in  Xashville  was  received  at  this  sess'on. 
The  Association  very  carefully  enquired  into  the  faith  and 
practice  of  churches  a])plying  for  meinbershi]),  and  only 
such  as  were  found  orthodox  and  orderly  were  received. 

The  churches  reported  160  baptisms  during  the  year,  and 
a  total  membership  of  1,419.  The  amount  sent  by  the  dele- 
gates for  associational  purposes  was  $25.55.  In  those  days 
'^associational  purposes"  meant  printing  the  Minutes,  and 
meeting  any  other  expense  connected  with  the  Minutes. 

The  Fourth  Anniversary. 

The  Association  held  its  fourth  annual  session  at  Allen's, 
now  Brown's,  Meeting  House,  in  Warren  County,  com- 
mencing on  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  October, 
1834,  and  continued  three  days. 

In  the  absence  of  Elder  Patrick  Connelly,  the  opening 
sermon  was  preached  by  Elder  Thomas  Crocker  from  2  Cor. 
13:5:  ^T.xamine  yourselves  whether  ye  be  in  the  faith." 
Elder  Joseph  J.  Finch  was  Moderator,  and  Simeon  South- 
erland, Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

Elder  William  Hill  Jordan  first  appeared  in  the  As- 
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sociation  at  this  session,  aud  for  a  miiiiber  of  years  ren- 
dered valuable  service  in  this  section  of  the  State. 

The  church  at  Bear  Swamp  became  a  member  of  the  As- 
sociation at  this  time. 

Among  disting-uished  brethren  present  and  rendering 
valuable  service  were:  James  and  Simeon  Southerland,  Jere- 
miah Solomon,  father  of  the  late  Dr.  J.  B.  Solomon,  and 
Jones  Cooke,  the  father  of  Judge  C.  M.  Cooke. 

Elders  Joifdan  and  Finch  preached  on  Sunday.  On  ac- 
count of  the  illness  of  Elder  Crocker  the  afternoon  sermon 
was  omitted. 

Jeremiah  Solomon,  Jordan  Denson,  and  A.  Thomas  were 
appointed  a  Committee  on  Itinerancy.  This  committee  cor- 
responded to  our  present  Executive  Committee.  Its  special 
work  was  to  supply  pastorless  churches  with  the  preaching 
of  the  gospel,  to  arrange  for  preaching  in  destitute  sections ; 
and,  in  accordance  wdth  the  action  of  the  Association  at 
this  time,  provide  for  the  competent  remuneration  of  the 
itinerants.  The  churches  were  requested  to  send  contribu- 
tions for  this  purpose  to  the  next  session  of  the  Associa- 
tion. 

The  circular  letter,  prepared  by  Elder  J.  J.  Finch  on 
the  subject  of  Union^  was  adoptd  and  printed  in  the  Min- 
utes. 

There  were  nineteen  churches  connected  with  the  Asso- 
ciation at  this  time.  Six  of  them  were  not  represented.  The 
other  13  churches  reported  79  baptisms,  and  a  total 
mombership  of  1,216.  If  w^e  add  to  this  total  membership 
the  number  reported  at  the  previous  session  by  the  churches 
not  reporting  at  this  time,  it  would  give  a  total  membership 
of  1,493. 

The  Fifth  Anniversary. 

On  Friday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  October,  1S35, 
the  Association  met  at  Red  Bud  Meeting  House,  in  Frank- 
lin County.  Elder  Thomas  Crocker  preached  the  introduc- 
tory sermon  from  2  Timothy  3  :16,  IT.    Jones  Cooke  was 
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Moderator,  Thomas  Crocker,  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  and  Jor- 
dan Denson,  Assistant  Clerk. 

Four  churches,  viz. :  Poplar  Springs,  Mearn's  Chapel, 
(Juankie  Clia])el,  aud  liocky  Swamp  churches  were  stricken 
from  the  roll  of  churches  for  non-attendance. 

The  church  in  Tarboro  was  received  into  fellowship  by 
letter  from  the  Xeuse  Association.  This  church  had  been 
excluded  froui  the  Kehukee  Association  on  account  of  its 
missionary  and  Sunday  School  tendencies.  In  1834  it  ap- 
plied for  admission  by  letter  and  was  practically  received; 
but  this  could  not  be  formally  done  without  the  presence 
of  a  delegate.  The  reception  of  this  church  greatly  dis- 
])leased  the  anti-missionary  brethren  in  our  churches,  and 
resulted  in  dividing  the  church  at  Allen's  Meeting  House. 

The  Association  appointed  a  meeting  of  delegates  from 
the  churches  to  be  held  at  ^Faple  Springs  on  Saturday  be- 
fore the  second  Sunday  in  January,  1836,  to  devise  ways 
and  means  for  carrying  on  itinerant  preaching  in  the 
bounds  of  the  Association.  Evidently,  in  the  face  of  many 
difficulties,  the  Association  was  struggling  to  carry  forward 
the  ])urposes  for  which  it  was  organized.  We  luive  no 
records  of  the  meeting  at  Maple  Springs. 

Arrangenients  were  made  to  purchase  a  supply  of 
'^Booth's  Defense  of  the  Baptists,''  and  to  distribute  them 
among  the  churches. 

At  this  session  16  churches  reported  47  baptisms,  and  a 
total  membership  of  1,230. 

In  view  of  the  great  spiritual  declension  in  the  churches 
the  Association  appointed  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer. 

The  Sixth  Anniversary. 

The  sixth  annual  meeting  was  held  at  Shiloh  Meeting 
House,  Franklin  County,  October  the  22-25,  1836.  Elder 
James  DeLke  preached  the  introductory  sermon  from  2  Tim. 
4:2:  "Preach  the  Word."  Jones  Cooke  was  Moderator, 
Tlioraaa  Crocker,  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  and  A.  J.  Battle,  As- 
sistant Clerk. 
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Loiiisburg  Church  Avas  received  into  fellowslii]^. 

The  visiting  preachers  present  were  James  Delke,  Manly, 
Finch  and  Brown.  The  Manly  mentioned  may  have  been 
Dr.  Basil  Manly  from  the  Charleston  Association.  James 
Delke  had  recently  moved  to  Warrenton  from  the  Chowan 
section. 

The  Association  took  high  ground  on  the  subject  of  tem- 
perance, and  unanimously  adopted  the  following  I'^solu- 
tion:  ^'Whereas,  it  is  the  common  practice  among  some  of 
the  brethren  in  our  Association  to  engage  in  making  and 
vending  ardent  spirits  for  the  sake  of  gain,  and  some  drink- 
ing to  excess,  much  to  the  prejudice  and  standing  of  society 
and  the  injury  of  our  moral  character  as  Christians ;  there- 
fore, be  it  resolved,  that  we  deem  it  morally  wrong  to  make, 
vend,  and  drink  ardent  spirits  for  any  other  than  medical 
purposes;  and  that  we  recommend  to  our  churches  (entirely 
upon  the  abstemious  ])lan)  that  they  use  every  lawful  means 
to  suppress  this  ruinous  practice  in  our  churches.'' 

The  Association  adopted  a  strong  report  on  period ical* 
which  closed  thus:  ''Resolved,  that  we  are  highly  gratified 
with  the  Biblical  Itecorder,  published  in  Xewbern  by  Brother 
Meredith,  and  most  cheerfully  recommend  it  to  the  patron- 
age of  the  churches  of  this  Association.  Resolved,  further, 
that  we,  the  members  of  this  Association,  will  use  our  best 
exertions  to  increase  the  number  of  its  subscril>ers." 

Strong  reports  were  also  adopted  on  Sunday  Schools  and 
Bible  translation.  The  resolution  was  adopted  because  The 
American  Bible  Society  had  refused  to  publish  Dr.  Jud- 
son's  translation  of  the  Bible  into  Bunnese ;  because  he 
translated  the  word  baptizo  by  a  word  meaning  to  dip  in  the 
Burmese  language. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  expressing  sympathy  with  the 
churches  throughout  the  Union  on  account  of  the  death  of 
Luther  Bice. 

James  Delke  was  appointed  itinerant,  and  a  plan  was 
adopted  looking  to  the  raising  of  funds  by  the  churches  for 
his  support. 

The  churches  Avere  evidently  suffering  from'  premature 
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and  injudicious  licensing  and  ordaining  preachers.  A  reso- 
lution was,  tlierefore,  adopted  nrging  the  chnrches  to  be  care- 
ful in  granting  license  to  preach,  ''and  in  the  case  of  young 
gifts"  to  contribute  to  their  support  in  order  that  they  might 
give  themselves  to  the  ministry  of  the  Word.  A  resolution 
was  also  adopted  to  ''Appoint  a  standing  presbytery  to  at- 
tend to  the  ordination  of  ministers  and  deacons,  and  the 
constitution  of  churches  in  all  cases  within  our  bounds." 

A  resolution  was  adopted  recommending  that  the  churches 
of  the  Association,  when  their  members  move  out  of  their 
respective  bounds  send  letters  of  dismission  for  such  mem- 
bers directed  to  the  church  nearest  where  they  live,  with 
tlie  request  that  church  discipline  may  be  exercised  towards 
such  meinbers.  It  was  also  recommended  that  if  members 
liolding  letters  of  dismission  did  not  attach  themselves  to  a 
church  in  a  reasonable  length  of  time  that  their  letters  be 
recalled.  In  this  way,  the  Association  endeavored  to  stop 
a  growing  evil,  but  their  efforts  were  not  successful;  because 
the  churclios  would  not  carry  out  this  wise  recommenda- 
tion. 

The  in  churclics  included  iu  the  Association  repor-ed 
15  baptisms,  tot;il  membership  1,003,  and  sent  $18  to  the 
Association  for  the  work  of  the  kingdom.  Perhaps,  if  they 
liad  been  a  little  more  liberal  with  their  means,  there  would 
liave  been  more  baptisms.  JMalachi  o:10:  "Bring  ye  all 
tlie  tithes  into  the  store  house,  that  there  may  be  meat  in 
nune  house,  and  prove  me  now  herewith,  saith  the  Lord  of 
hosts,  if  I  will  not  open  you  the  windows  of  heaven,  and 
pour  you  out  a  blessing,  that  there  shall  not  l)e  room  enough 
to  receive  it." 

The  Seventh  Anniversary. 

Tn  1837  the  Association  met  at  Peach  Tree  ^Teeting  House 
in  Nash  County,  October  28-30.  Elder  A.  J.  Battle 
preached  tlie  introductory  sermon  from  2  Cor.  11 :28.  The 
officers  of  last  year  were  re-elected. 

The  church  at  Sandy  Grove  requested  a  letter  of  dismis- 
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sion  to  join  the  Koliukee  Association.  The  letter  was  nnani- 
monsly  granted.  Several  churclies  that  came  from  the  Kehu- 
kee  returned  to  that  body.  For  the  most  part  these  churches 
seem  to  liave  become  extinct. 

Elders  A.  J.  Battle,  Thomas  Crocker  and  James  Delke 
were  appointed  the  ordaining  presbytery  of  the  Association 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Itinerant  Plan,  as  conducted  by  the  Association,  did 
not  seem  to  meet  existing  conditions.  Some  of  the  churches 
attempted  to  live  without  pastoral  supplies^  and  depended 
on  the  itinerant  for  preaching.  The  Association  urged  each 
church  to  secure  its  own  pastor.  The  Itinerant  System 
seems  to  have  been  discontinued  at  this  session. 

The  statistical  table  shows  12  baptisms,  and  1,083  mem- 
bers. Again  the  Association  appointed  a  day  of  humilia- 
tion, fasting  and  prayer;  and  surely  this  was  needed. 

The  Association  again  took  high  gTound  on  the  subject  of 
temperance.  In  this  great  movement  the  Tar  River  Asso- 
ciation was,  perhaps,  the  first  organization  in  this  State  to 
speak  out  clearh^  and  strongly. 


CHAPTER  IT. 


The  Eighth  Ank^iveksaky. 

Tlio  Tar  River  Association  held  its  eighth  annual  ses- 
sion at  Reedy  C^reek  JNFeeting  House,  AVarren  Conntv,  coin- 
nieiicing  Eriday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  October,  18:^mS. 
Jones  (*ooke  was  Moderator,  Thomas  Crocker,  Clerk  and 
Treasurer,  and  Dr.  T.  J.  Pitchford,  Assistant  Clerk.  The 
introductory  sermon  was  |>reached  bv  Elder  blames  !)elke 
from  Hebrews  I-"]:!:     'T.et  brotherly  love  continue." 

Query  from  PFaywoods:  'AVliat  shall  a  church  do  with  a 
member  of  lier  body  who  permits  and  assists  his  or  her 
daughter  or  son,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  attend  balls  or 
dances  V'  To  this  query  the  Association  answered :  ''The 
church  to  which  such  oifending  members  belong  should  ad- 
vise them  to  a  better  course  of  conduct,  by  the  officei-s  of 
said  church  ;  and  if  the  offence  is  repeated  that  the  cliurch 
forthwith  exclude  theui,  as  disorderly  church  members.'' 

The  circular  letter  prepared  by  James  Delke  is  a  strong 
presentation  of  the  duty  of  the  cliurch  to  give  the  pastor  a 
liberal  support.  It  was  adopted  and  published  in  the  ]\fin- 
utes,  and  sent  to  the  churches  as  a  message  from  the  Asso- 
ciation. 

The  statistical  table  shows  10  churches  represented 
by  12  delegates.  The  churches  reported  17  ba[)tisms 
and  a  total  membership  of  591.  Six  churches  were 
not  represented.  Contributions  for  associational  purposes 
amounted  to  $19.85. 

At  this  session,  for  the  first  time  in  its  history,  the  As- 
sociation adopted  a  resolution  of  thanks  for  the  hospitality 
of  the  church  and  neighborhood  entertaining  it. 

The  Association  seems  to  have  reached  the  lowest  point 
in  its  history.  Eailure  seemed  almost  inevitable ;  but  the 
brethren  had  faith  in  God,  and  they  believed  that  they  were 
embarked  in  His  cause.     Therefore,  with  uueon<puu'able 
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couraii'o.  tliov  resolved  to  go  forward,  and  the  glorious  record 
of  the  past  thirty-eight  years  proclaims  their  wisdom. 

The  XijjTir  Axxiversaky. 

This  session  was  held  at  Flat  Rock  Meeting  House  Sat- 
urday hefore  the  fourth  Sunday  in  October,  18o9.  The  in- 
troductory sermon  was  preaclied  by  Thomas  Crocker  from 
Isa.  28:16,  17.  Jones  Cooke  was  Moderator,  and  T.  J. 
Pitchford,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

The  preachers  present  were  AVilliam  Dent,  Jesse  Powell, 
Thomas  Crocker,  Plummer  Pierce,  Thomas  Wilcox,  G.  W. 
Thomson,  Z.  Allen  and  D.  F.  Kichardson.  This  is  the  first 
mention  of  Elder  Thomas  Wilcox  in  the  ^linutes.  It  seems 
to  have  been  the  beginning  of  a  very  fruitful  ministry. 

The  church  at  Allen's  Meeting  House  that  some  years  be- 
fore withdrew  from  the  Association  to  satisfy  some  of  its 
members,  who  were  opposed  to  missions  and  Sunday  Schools, 
returned  at  this  session  under  the  name  of  Browns. 

The  ^diuutes  show  1-1-  churches,  represented  by  25  dele- 
gates. The  churches  reported  24  baptisms  and  921  mem- 
bers. 

The  circular  letter  was  written  by  Thomas  Wilcox,  and 
adopted  by  the  Association.  The  subject  was  ''Christian 
Union.'' 

The  Tenth  Axxiveesaky. 

Friday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  October,  1840,  the 
Association  met  at  Bear  Swamp  Meeting  House.  The  form- 
er officers  were  re-elected.  Elder  Thomas  Crocker  pre<iched 
the  introductory  sermon  on  ''The  Duty  of  Deacons/'  from  1 
Timothy  . 3:8,  9. 

There  were  three  sermons  on  Sunday,  and  two  or  three 
sermons  on  each  of  the  other  days.  An  associational  meeting 
was  regarded,  in  those  days,  as  a  gi'eat  opportunity  to  preach 
the  gospel  to  the  multitudes  that  attended. 
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Query:  ''How  shall  a  cliurcli  act  when  a  member  of  a 
dissolved  clim'ch  applies  for  membership?''  Answer:  ''If 
the  cl lurch,  after  proper  enquiry,  be  satisfied  that  such  ap- 
])licant  lias  been  properly  received  into  a  regular  Baptist 
Church,  and  is  now  and  has  been,  a  member  of  proper  char- 
acter, she  shall  recei\'e  him  or  her." 

At  this  session  the  time  of  liolding  future  associations 
was  changed  so  as  to  embrace  the  first  Sunday  in  October 
instead  of  the  fourth. 

The  Statistical  Table  shows  375  baptisms,  total  member- 
ship 1,321,  delegates  25  and  contributions  $28.50. 

f 

TiTE  Eleventh  Anxivers.ary. 

The  Association  met  in  Louisburg  Saturday  before  the 
first  Sunday  in  October,  1841.  The  opening  sermon,  on 
^'The  Gospel  Ministry,"  was  preached  by  Willoughby  ITud- 
gins  front  2  Cor.  2  :16.  Jones  Cooke  was  jModerator  and  T. 
J.  Pitchford,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

Tanners  Churcli  was  received  from  the  Flat  River  As- 
sociation. 

A  collection  was  taken  on  Sunday,  amounting  to  $20,  and 
Jeremiah  Solomon  and  Elder  Thomas  Crocker  were  ap- 
pointed to  carry  it  to  the  State  Convention. 

The  Association  appointed  its  next  meeting  to  be  held  at 
Gardners  ]\reeting  House,  a  branch  of  Tanners  Church. 

There  ^\ere  10  chui'ches  reporting  30  baptisms,  a  total 
jjiembarship  of  1/113,  delegates  28,  and  contributions  sent 
up  by  the  churches  $26.68. 

The  Twelfth  Anniveesary. 

Saturday  before  the  first  Sunday  in  October,  1842,  the 
Association  met  at  Gardners  Meeting  House.  J.  Denson 
was  Moderator,  T.  J.  Pitchford,  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  and 
AVilloughby  Hudgins,  Assistant  Clerk.  Thomas  Wilcox 
preached  the  introductory  sernion  from  2  Timothy  4:2'. 

Elder  Thomas  AVilcox  was  appointed  Itinerant  to  visit 
the  churches  in  the  Association,  and  to  preach  to  them.  The 


JOHN  WATSON 
Moderator  Four  Years 


TAR   RIVER  HISTORY 


25 


cluirches  willing  to  receive  his  services  were  requested  to 
remunerate  liim. 

The  circular  letter,  on  ^^Tlie  Bible/'  prepared  bv  Thomas 
J.  Pitchford,  was  adopted  and  printed  in  the  Minutes. 

The  l(j  churches  belonging  to  the  body  were  represented 
by  24  delegates.  The  letters  showed  38  baptisms,  a  total 
inemborship  of  1,:398,  and  $23.80  sent  up  by  the  churches, 
for  associational  purposes. 

The  Thirteenth  Ais^xiversary. 

The  Association  met  at  Poplar  Springs  Saturday  before 
the  first  Sunday  in  October,  1843.  The  Introductory  ser- 
mon, from  Phil.  2  :14,  was  preached  by  Willoughby  Hud- 
gins.  Jordan  Denson  ^vas  Moderator,  T.  J.  Pitchford  Clerk 
and  Treasurer,  and  W.  D.  Webb,  Recording  Secretary. 

The  Constitution  was  altered  so  as  to  allow  each  church 
to  send  three  delegates  to  the  Association,  instead  of  two, 
as  had  been  the  custom'. 

Elder  Thomas  Wilcox  w^as  continued  as  general  mission- 
ary. His  report  for  the  previous  year  showed  that  he  had 
traveled  80  days,  visited  14  churches,  made  43  visits,  trav- 
eled 1,684  ]niles,  baptized  36,  and  received  from  the  churches 
for  his  sendees  $109,221/2. 

The  statistics  shoAV  16  churches,  baptisms  245,  total  mem- 
])orship  1,645,  delegates  30,  and  contributions  from  the 
churches  $24. 

The  ordained  ministers  belonging  to  the  Association  at 
this  time  were  AVilloughby  Hudgins,  Thomas  Wilcox,  Pat- 
rick H.  Smith,  Henderson  Edwards,  William  Dent  and  Sol- 
omon G.  0' Bryan. 

The  Eourteenth  Anniversary. 

The  Association  met  at  Brown's  Meeting  House,  Satur- 
day before  the  iirst  Sunday  in  October,  1844.  The  intro- 
ductory  sermon,  from  1  Cor.  7 :14,  w^as  preached  by  Thomas 
Wilcox.     Jones  Cooke  was  Moderator,  T.  J.  Pitchford, 
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Clork  and  Treasurer^  and  Willoniilibv  TTudgins,  Assistant- 
Clerk. 

Josiah  B.  Solomon,  afterwards  a  leadini?  preaclier  in  this 
section,  made  his  first  appearance  in  the  Association  at  this 
session. 

Elder  Mark  Bennett,  who  had  recently  come  to  ns  from 
the  Kehnkee  Association,  represented  the  Tarhoro  Clmrch. 
For  many  years  he  was  one  of  the  strong  ministers  of  tlie 
Association,  standing  for  truth,  righteousness  and  progress. 

A  collection  for  Associational  ^Missions  was  taken  on 
Sunday,  amounting  to  $17.45. 

Thomas  Wilcox  was  continued  as  missionary  for  the  en- 
suing year;  and  to  insure  his  support  each  church  in  the 
Association  was  requested  to  send  a  delegate  to  a  meeting  to 
be  held  at  Sandy  Creek  Meeting  House,  Saturday  l>efore 
the  third  Sunday  in  December,  1844^  to  ascertain  how  much 
could  be  raised  for  this  purpose. 

The  Association  instructed  that  all  funds  raised  at  ihis 
session  for  conventional  purposes  be  applied  to  Foreign 
Missions. 

At  this  session  the  10  churches  reported  271  baptisms, 
1,302  members^  and  contributed  $23.22  for  associational 
purposes.    Tlie  churches  were  represented  by  39  delegates. 

At  this  period  EMer  Tliomas  Crocker,  who  had  been  a 
leader  from  the  first  session,  seems  to  linve  been  temporarily 
out  of  our  bounds. 


CHAPTER  III. 


TUK  FjFTEKXTH  A.NMVEJiSARY. 

On  Saturday  l>efore  tlie  first  Sunday  in  October,  1845, 
the  Association  met  at  Maple  Springs-  The  introductory  ser- 
mon, on  ^^Election,*'  was  preached  by  James  J.  Sledge,  from 
Romans  8 :33-  Willougliby  Hudgins  was  Moderator,  and 
Wilson  D.  Webb,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

Visiting  ministers  were  Servestus  A.  Creath,  Henry  S. 
Spivey,  William'  H.  Edwards,  S.  G.  O'Bryan,  Thomas 
Crocker,  Seth  J.  Garret,  and  James  Delke. 

Gardner's  Church,  in  Warren  County,  and  Sandy  Grove 
Church,  in  Xash  County,  were  received  into  fellowshii). 

On  Sunday  James  Delke  preached  from  Acts  8 :8,  and 
Thomas  Crocker  preached  from  John  4:29.  The  day  being 
inclement,  the  congregation  was  dismissed  without  having 
heard  AVilloimid)y  Hudgins  in  the  afternoon. 

The  CoDiiiiittee  on  Itinerancy  met  at  Sandy  Creek  Meet- 
ing House  according  to  last  year's  resolution,  and  the 
churches  having  made  satisfactory  pledges  for  the  support 
of  an  itinerant.  Elder  Thomas  Wilcox  was  employed. 
Thomas  "Wilcox,  the  itinerant,  reported  that  he  had  trav- 
eled 568  miles,  preached  on  31  days,  and  received  $59.25 
for  his  services.  Those  converted  through  his  instrumen- 
tality were  doubtless  baptized  by  the  pastors  wdiom  he  as- 
sisted. 

The  Association  i-esolved  to  celebrate  the  Lord's  Supper 
on  the  Sabbath  of  the  next  session.  The  records  do  not 
indicate  that  this  was  done,  and  it  ought  not  to  have  been. 

The  preachers  of  the  Association  were  requested  to  visit 
each  church  connected  with  the  body,  during  the  next  asso- 
ciational  year.  If  this  was  done,  it  may  account  in  part  for 
the  large  nujnber  of  baptisms  reported  at  the  next  annual 
meeting^  which  numbered  313,  an  average  of  over  17  to  each 
of  the  18  churches. 
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The  Association  at  this  time  numbered  18  cliiirclies,  with 
a  total  membership  of  2,074. 

TllF  SrXTEENTH  ANNIVERSARY. 

Tliis  session  was  lield  with  Sandy  Creek  Church,  Octo- 
ber 2-4-.  1840.  The  introductory  sermon  was  preaclied  by 
Josiah  B.  Solonion  from  2  Timothy  4  :2.  Elder  Henry  S. 
Spivey  was  elected  iModerator,  and  Wilson  D.  AVebb,  Clerk 
and  Treasurer. 

Enon,  a  newlv  constituted  ehurcli,  located  near  Little- 
ton, in  AVarren  County,  was  received. 

Instead  of  a  circular  letter,  the  Moderator,  Clerk  and  J. 
E.  Solomon  Avere  instructed  to  Avrife  a  communication  to 
tlie  churches  on  "The  State  of  Religion  and  the  Best  Means 
of  Promoting  It;''  and  have  this  letter  publislied  in  the 
Minutes. 

Committees  were  appointed  to  report  at  the  next  session 
on  Periodicals,  Honio  Missions,  Foreign  Missions,  and  Ed- 
ucation. With  some  additions^  this  custom  has  continued  to 
the  present  time. 

A  committee,  ^^reviously  appointed,  reported  that  the 
church  at  Ts^ashville  had  dissolved.  Some  years  later  another 
church  was  constituted  in  Js^ashville,  and  is  still  a  vigorous 
body. 

A  presbytery,  consisting  of  Willoughby  Iludgins,  Thomas 
AVilcox,  Henry  S.  Spivey  and  P.  H.  Smith  was  appointed 
to  meet  at  Haywood's  Meeting  House  for  the  purpose  of 
ordaining  Josiah  B.  Solomon  to  the  full  work  of  the  gos- 
pel ministry. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  a]~>proving  the  objects  of  the 
Baptist  State  (^nvention^  and  commending  them  to  the 
churches.  Tliis  action  w^as  taken,  because  in  some  of  the 
c.hurclios  tliere  was  active  hostility  to  the  (yonvention. 

The  statistical  table  shows  18  churches,  and  a  total  mem- 
bership of  1,977.  There  had  been  105  baptisms  during 
the  year. 

There  was  a  great  deal  of  sickness  in  the  neighborhood  of 
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Saiid}^  Creek,  and  the  Association  linrried  tliroiii>]i  its  ])usi- 
ness,  so  as  to  adjourn  Sunday  aftenioon^  and  thus  relieve 
the  afflicted  community  of  the  necessity  of  entertaiuiuir 
it  longer. 

The  Seventeenth  Anniversary. 

The  seventeenth  annual  meeting  was  held  at  Enon  ]\[eet- 
ing  House,  in  Warren  County^  Friday  before  the  first  Sun- 
day in  October,  1847.  Thomas  Wilcox  preached  the  in- 
troductory sermon  from  Malaclii  1:2.  T.  J.  Pitchford  was 
Moderator,  and  Wilson  D.  Webb,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

Red  Oak  Church,  in  Nash  County,  was  received  at  this 
time. 

An  earnest  request  was  made  to  the  Baptist  State  Conven- 
tion to  send  a  missionary  to  work  in  the  bounds  of  the  As- 
sociation. Some  of  the  churches  were  not  heartily  in  favor 
of  sustaining  the  objects  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention; 
but  strong  reports  and  ringing  addresses  were  made  on  Mis- 
sions, Periodicals  and  Education. 

At  this  session  the  Association  rej^orted :  Churches  ID, 
baptisms  53,  and  a  total  membership  of  2,020. 

TuE  Eighteenth  Anniversary. 

This  session  of  the  Association  met  at  Hickory  Cha])el 
Friday  before  the  first  Sunday  in  October,  181:8.  Patrick 
IT.  Smith  preached  the  introductory  sermon  from  John  8  :32. 
G.  W.  Powell  was  elected  Moderator,  and  Wilson  D.  Webb, 
Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

Elder  MclSTabe  was  present  to  represent  the  interests  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Elders  H.  S.  Spivey,  P.  H.  Smith  and  J.  B.  Solomon 
were  aj^pointed  a  presbytery  with  reference  to  the  ordina- 
tion of  Plummer  H.  Pierce.  This  committee  reported  fa- 
vorably and  he  was  ordained  on  Sunday. 

The  statistics  show  19  churches,  delegates  41,  total  mem- 
bership 2,047,  and  baptisms  24. 
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The  Xixeteexth  Axniversary. 

This  session  was  liekl  at  Haywood's  Meeting  House. 
Franklin  County,  Friday  before  tlie  first  Sunday  in  Oc- 
tober, 1849.    T.  J.  Pitciiford  was  Moderator,  and  Patrick 

H.  Sniitli,  Clerk  and  Treasurer.  The  introductory  sermon 
was  preached  by  Flder  P.  D.  Pierce  froni  Isa.  53  :7. 

Thomas  ]\reredith,  James  S.  Purefoy,  AVilliam  Hill  Jor- 
dan and  L.  C.  Hilton  were  present.  Mr.  Meredith  was 
editor  of  tlie  P)i])lical  Eecorder,  and  Mr.  Hilton  was  after- 
wards a  prominent  South  CVirolina  pastor. 

At  this  time  John  Watson  first  became  prominent  in  the 
vVssociation.  He  afterwards  became  one  of  the  leaders  in 
the  great  Associational  ]\lissious  movement,  which  under  the 
leadership  of  Dr.  J.  D.  Hufhani  revolutionized  conditions 
in  tlie  Tar  Piver  Association.  Prother  Watson  gave  the  first 
thousand  dollars  to  the  present  endowment  of  Wake  Forest 
College,  and  was  one  of  the  first  to  make  a  contribution  suf- 
ficiently large  to  insure  the  founding  of  the  Baptist  Or- 
phanage at  Thomasville. 

The  recent  death  of  Elder  Thomas  Crocker  was  reported. 
The  brethren  were  deeply  touched  by  tha  information.  He 
had  long  been  a  leader  in  the  counsels  of  the  body.  He  en- 
joyed the  esteem  and  loving  confidence  of  the  entire  brother- 
hood. He  had,  perhaps,  jn-eaclied  more  sermons  at  the  ses- 
sions of  the  Tar  Pivcr  Association  than  any  minister  of 
his  day,  and  the  brethren  called  him  into  active  co-opera- 
tion with  theni  in  every  effort  to  go  forward.  The  Associa- 
tion not  only  passed  resolutions  of  sympathy  with  his  fam- 
ily, but  extended  to  them  liberal  financial  help,  as  a  token 
of  their  love  for  their  departed  brother. 

An  appeal  was  again  nu^de  to  the  Baptist  State  Conven- 
tion for  a  missionary. 

The  interesting  discussion  on  Foreign  Missions  aroused 
great  feeling,  and  })roduced  pleasing  results. 

At  this  session  the  19  churches  reported  44  baptisms,  and 

I,  68-5  members. 
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TllK  TwKXTIKTII  AxXIVF.RSAPwY. 

The  Association  met  in  its  twentietli  annual  session  with 
Ked  Bud  Clnirch,  Franklin  County,  September  13,  lSr>0. 
P.  H.  Suiith  preached  tlie  introductory  sermon  from  2  Cor. 
G:2.  T.  J.  Pitchford  was  re-elected  :Moderator,  and  P.  H. 
Smith,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

The  church  in  Warrenton,  which  was  constituted  in  1S49, 
Avas  received  at  this  time.  This  church  and  its  pastors  have 
always  been  loyal  to  the  Association.  Although  numberino: 
but  fourteen  members^  it  was  assigned  a  leading  |)lace  in 
the  counsels  and  work  of  the  Association. 

Arrangements  were  made  to  aid  Brother  J.  P.  White,  a 
young  preacher,  to  pursue  a  course  of  study  at  Wake  For- 
est College.  He  was  the  beneficiary  of  the  Association  for 
several  years,  and  aimually  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
examine  hinv  to  ascertain  whether  he  was  making  satisfac- 
tory progTess. 

Thomas  Wilcox,  the  itinerant,  reported  that  he  had  been 
actively  engaged  in  the  tield  six  and  a  half  months,  traveled 
1.260  miles,  preached  9o  sermons,  baptized  4,  aiid  aided 
in  establishing  one  Sabbath  School.  He  had  received  for 
his  services  .^6."). 52.  The  Association  decideil  to  con.tinue 
the  itinerancy  during  the  ensuing  year,  on  the  *^ame  plan : 
that  is,  the  itinerant  was  to  receive  no  stated  salary,  but 
depend  on  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  churches  for 
remuneration.  Elder  Thomas  Wilcox  declined  to  serve 
longer  on  these  terms,  and  Elder  P.  H.  Smitli  was  ap- 
pointed. 

The  Association  determined  to  have  two  stated  sermons 
at  future  sessions--the  iiitroductory  and  the  conventional,  or 
missionary  sermon. 

During  this  period  a  noticeable  change  occurred  in  the 
terminology  of  the  ^linutes.  Instead  of  meeting  house  they 
said  church,  and  the  Elder  began  to  be  callejd  Peverend. 

In  this  session,  there  were  20  churches,  reporting 
20  baptisms,  and  a  total  membership  of  1,297. 
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Ti-iE  Twenty-first  Anniversary. 

The  iVssociation  held  its  twenty-first  annual  session  with 
AVaiTonton  Church,  October  8-6,  1851.  R.  1.  Devin,  of  Ox- 
foi-d,  ])reat.'hed  the  introductory  sermon  from'  Isa.  3:10. 
Several  prominent  preachers  were  present,  and  preached 
during  the  session.  T.  J.  Pitchford  was  Moderator  and  P. 
H.  Smith,  Clerk  aud  Treasurer. 

The  Itinerant  reported  one  new  church,  Salem,  as  a  re- 
sult of  his  year's  work. 

At  this  session  there  were  21  churches,  with  a  to- 
tal meud3erslii])  of  l,6r)0.  During  tiie  year  there  were  a 
160  baptisms. 

Sunday,  morning  aud  night,  distinguished  ministers 
preached  in  the  Baptist  and  Methodist  cliurclies.  The  re- 
sult of  that  day's  work  must  have  been  very  evident,  for  the 
Clerk  wrote  in  his  record,  ''Great  good  was  done." 


CHAPTER  IV. 


The  Twexty-second  Anniversary. 

On  Saturday  before  the  first  Sunday  in  October,  1852, 
tlie  Association  met  with  Flat  Rock  Chnrch,  Franklin  Coun- 
ty, in  its  twenty -second  annual  session.  Thomas  Wilcox 
preached  the  introductory  sermon  from  Hebrews  12  :25.  T. 
J.  Pitchford  was  Moderator,  and  P.  H.  Smith,  Clerk  and 
Treasurer. 

W.  M.  Wingate  made  his  first  appearance  in  the  Asso- 
ciation at  this  time.  For  many  years  thereafter  he  rendered 
valuable  service  in  the  annual  meetings  and  wherever  needed 
in  our  bounds. 

Jeremiah  Solomon,  a  proniinent  member  of  Haywood's 
Churcli,  having  died  since  the  last  Association,  this  session 
passed  a  resolution  expressing  appreciation  of  him,  and  sym- 
pathy with  his  family.  ^Iv.  Solomon  Avas  a  native  of  Frank- 
lin County,  a  man  of  sterling  worth,  a  good  citizen  and  a 
devout  Christian.  He  raised  a  large  family  of  intelligent 
children,  one  of  whom,  Dr.  J.  B.  Solomon,  became  promi- 
nent in  the  denomination  as  a  preacher  and  teacher. 

A  strong  resolution  was  adopted  commending  Chow^an 
Female  Institute,  and  Oxford  Female  College.  The  Asso- 
ciation always  stood  squarely  on  the  subject  of  education; 
and  at  this  time  was  considering  the  advisability  of  locating 
an  academy,  auxiliary  to  Wake  Forest  College,  within  the 
bounds  of  the  Association. 

The  statistical  table  indicates  the  number  of  churches 
21,  baptized  SI,  total  membership  1,710,  and  delegates  46. 

TuE  Twenty-third  Anniversary. 

Peacli  Tree  Church  was  tlie  place  of  the  twenty-third 
annual  meeting,  Friday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  Au- 
gust, 1853,  was  the  time.  The  preacher  was  J.  R.  Smith  and 
the  text  was  Exodus  11:15,  ''Go  forward."    The  fonner 
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officers  were  re-elected :  T.  J.  Pitchford,  Moderator,  and  P. 

H.  Smith,  Clerlv  and  Treasnrer. 

Tarboro  Cljurcli  was  dismissed  to  join  the  Pandico  As- 
sociation. 

Bv  request  of  Knon  Clmrcli,  of  whicli  he  was  a  member. 
Brother  L.  C.  Perkinson  was  ordained  at  this  session  to 
the  full  work  of  the  gospel  ministry.  Elders  Mark  Bennett, 
X.  A.  Pnrefoy  and  Thomas  Wileox  constituted  the  ordain- 
ing presbvtery.  Bi-other  Perkinson  only  held  three  short 
pastorates;  but  he  lived  long,  did  much  good,  and  Avas  a 
worthy  minister  of  the  New  Testament. 

Strong  resolutions  were  passed  endorsing  the  State  Con- 
vention and  Wake  Forrest  College. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Tanner's  Church  desiring 
to  withdraw  from  the  Association.    The  request  was  granted 

Statistics:    Churches  19,  baptisms  ij2,  total  membership 

I,  058,  delegates  45. 

T  WE  XT  V-FOURTJi  ANNIVERSARY. 

On  Frichiy  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  August,  1854, 
the  Association  met  in  its  twenty-fourth  annual  session  with 
Reedy  Creek  Church  in  Warren  County.  The  introductory 
sermon  was  preached  by  X.  A.  Purefoy  from'  1  Cor.  1 :10. 
T.  J.  Pitchford,  AFoderator,  and  P.  H.  Smith,  Clerk  and 
Treasurer. 

A  misunderstanding  on  ]^art  of  Maple  Springs  Church, 
growing  out  of  an  action  of  the  Association  at  Hawood's 
Church  in  1849,  was  satisfactorily  explained,  and  Maple 
Springs  Church  joyfully  resumed  her  relation  to  the  Asso- 
ciation. Tliis  was  the  trouble:  Elder  Willoughby  ITudgins, 
an  able  y)reacher,  and  for  many  years  one  of  the  most  popu- 
lar ministers  in  tlie  Association,  was  in  1849  the  beloved 
pastor  of  Brown's,  Gardner's,  Maple  Springs  and  Tanner's 
churches.  Jie])orts  charging  him  with  gross  immorality  were 
rife  in  the  countrv.  Therefore,  when  the  Association,  at 
flaywood's.  in  1849,  refused  to  adoi)t  the  reconvmendation 
of  the  committee  nominating  him  to  preach  on  Sunday  and 
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appointed  another  in  his  place,  he  was  greatly  offencle<^l  and 
so  reported  the  matter  to  his  churches  that  ^faple  Sprinirs 
and  Tanner's  were  led  to  suspect  that  the  offensive  action 
was  aimed  at  them  as  well  as  at  the  preacher,  but  when  the 
association  explained  that  this  Avas  a  mistake  the  ^ra])le 
Springs  Church  was  reasonable,  but  Tanner's  withdrew  from 
the  Association  and  remained  out  for  about  twentv-five 
vears  and  came  back  in  IS  To  as  Warren  Plains  Church. 

At  this  session  the  Association  for  the  first  time  appointed 
an  Executive  Committee  to  carry  on  its  work  between  the 
annual  meetings.  This  committee  has  proved  one  of  the 
most  important  factors  in  the  advancement  of  the  kingdom. 

Elders  G.  ^.{,  L,  Einch,  William  B.  Harrell  and  Thomas 

H.  Pi'itchard  ap])cared  for  the  first  time  in  the  Associa- 
tion. T.  H.  Pritchard  was  present  to  represent  ^Vake  For- 
est College.  He  was  afterwards  President  of  the  College, 
and  at  various  times  held  important  pastorates  in  this  and 
other  States.  He  was  an  able  preacher  and  was  one  of  the 
most  lovable  of  men. 

Statistics:    Churches  10,  baptisms  112.  total  meml)ersliip 

I,  062. 

The  Twex"ty-fifth  Axxiversary. 

Tliis  meeting  was  lield  at  Perry's  Chapel,  Eranklin  Coun- 
ty, commencing  Eriday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  Au- 
gust, 1855.  The  sermon  was  preached  by  Patrick  H.  Smith 
from  Hebrews  13:1:  ''Let  brotherly  love  continue.'^  T.  J. 
Pitchford  wa-  ^Nfoderator.  and  G.  L.  Einch,  Clerk  and 
Treasurer. 

Eor  the  first  time  in  several  years  a  circular  letter  was 
prepared  for  the  Association.  It  was  written  by  Dr.  Pitch- 
ford  on  the  demoralized  condition  of  civil  and  religious 
society. 

Pastors  and  deacons  were  urged  to  bring  associaiional 
work  before  their  respective  churches,  and  take  collections 
for  it. 

Dr.  Pichai'd  D.  E.Ieming\  of  Warrenton.  made Ji is  first  a])- 
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pearance  in  the  Association  at  this  time.  He  was  afterwards 
prominent  in  orphanage  work.  He  wrote  the  first  article 
that  led  to  the  fonnding  of  the  Baptist  Orphanage  at  Thom'- 
asville. 

The  ministers  who  attended  this  session  of  the  Associa- 
tion were:  W.  Dent,  W.  H.  Edwards,  P.  D.  Pearce,  Levi 
C.  Perkinson,  X.  A.  Pnrefoy,  P.  H.  Smitli,  J.  E.  Solomon, 
J.  P.  AVliite  and  Thomas  Wilcox. 

Statistics  show:  Churches  19,  haptisms  131,  total  mem- 
bershi])  1,284. 

The  Twenty-stxtii  Anniversary. 

The  Association  met  with  Salem  Church,  Wilson  County, 
Friday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  August,  1856.  The 
opening  sermon  was  preached  by  IN^.  A.  Purefoy  from'  Jude 
3rd  ^'erse.  T.  J.  Pitchford  was  Moderator,  G.  M.  L.  Finch, 
Clerk  and  Treasurer,  and  A.  C.  Perry,  Auditor. 

The  circular  letter  this  year  was  written  by  G.  M.  L. 
Finch  on  ministerial  support. 

Writers  were  appointed  to  report  to  the  next  Association 
on  State,  Home  and  Foreigii  Missions,  ]\Iinisterial  Educa- 
tion, Sunday  Schools,  and  Temperance. 

There  were  at  this  time  nine  ordained  and  three  licensed 
preachers  living  in  the  bounds  of  the  Association.  In  the 
Minutes  of  this  session  the  Clerk  first  began  to  give  the 
names  of  pastors  with  their  churches  and  post  offices. 

The  record  shows  churches  20,  baptized  132,  and  total 
membership  2,39(:. 

Tjie  Twentv-seventh  Anniversary. 

The  Association,  from  August  21-24,  1857,  again  met 
with  Gardner's  Church.  liev.  G.  ]\1.  L.  Finch  preached  from* 
IMatthew  5:14:  ^'Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world."  T.  J. 
Pitchford  was  re-elected  Moderator,  and  G.  M.  L.  Finch, 
Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

W.  M.  Wino-ate,  T.  E.  Skinner  and  John  Mitchel  were 
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present,  and  contribnted  largely  to  the  interest  of  the  meet- 
ing. 

The  circular  letter  prepared  by  J.  B.  Solomon  on  ''The 
Duties  and  Jiesponsibilities  of  the  Churches  in  Kegard  to 
the  Call  and  Qualifications  ^^ecessary  to  the  Ministerial  Of- 
fice," is  a  valuable  document  and  deserves  careful  perusal. 

The  financial  report  from  the  churches  makes  a  better 
showing  than  formerly.  The  report  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee not  only  shows  progress,  but  also  the  purpose  to  go 
forward. 

The  doctrinal  sermon,  preached  by  X.  A.  Purefoy,  was, 
by  order  of  the  Association,  published  in  the  Minutes. 

The  Sabbath  was  a  gi-eat  day  at  this  session.  John 
Mitchel,  W.  M.  Wingate  and  T.  E.  Skinner  preached  in  the 
order  named.  The  beloved  Mitchel  preached  from'  John 
3:16.  He  was  followed  by  the  great-souled  Wingate  from 
Luke  18 :29,  30  ;  and  in  the  afternoon  T.  E.  Skinner  preached 
a  soul-stirring  sermon  from  Matthew  26:8.  Imagine  that 
great  congregation,  in  the  grove  at  Gardner's,  that  beautiful 
August  Sabbath,  listening  to  three  such  preachers  holding 
forth  the  word  of  life.  The  people  Avere  mightily  moved, 
and  that  August  Sabbath  at  Gardners  in  1857  stands  out 
as  one  of  the  greatest  days  in  the  history  of  the  Associa- 
tion. 

The  churches  were  requested  to  indicate  in  their  letters 
to  the  next  Association  the  amount  of  pastor's  salary  that 
each  of  them  paid,  and  also  how  often  they  had  preaching. 

The  Association  urged  the  churches  to  hold  protracted 
meetings,  and  urged  the  pastors  to  co-operate  with  each 
other  in  this  kind  of  work.  This  action  grew  out  of  the 
feeling  that  there  ought  to  be  more  conversions  and  bap- 
tisms rejDorted  by  the  churches. 

The  report  of  the  death  of  Kev.  Patrick  H.  Smith,  who 
had  passed  awa}^  since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Association, 
saddened  the  hearts  of  the  brethren.  He  was  one  of  the 
strong  preachers  of  the  Association,  and  had  served  the  body 
in  many  important  positions.  For  many  years  he  attended 
every  session  of  the  x\ssociation.    He  could  be  relied  on  to 
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do  important  and  delicate  committee  work.  He  often 
preached  the  introductory  sermon,  and  also  on  Sunday  at 
the  associations.  He  served  the  Association  six  consecutive 
years  as  Clerk  and  Treasurer.  As  pastor  and  itinerant  he 
rendered  efficient  service,  and  was  highly  esteenied  hy  the 
churches.  Tlie  loving  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  tlie 
Association  is  set  forth  in  the  strong  resolutions  adop-ted  a( 
this  session. 

The  statistical  table  of  this  annual  meeting  was  not  ])u])- 
lished,  but  we  know  there  were  twenty  churches  represented 
by  thirty-seven  delegates.  There  were  eleven  ordained  min- 
isters in  the  bounds  of  the  Association. 

TwEXTY-ETGirTH  AxNIVEESAEY. 

The  Association  met  at  Poplar  Springs,  August  17-19, 
1858.  The  sermon  from  Jeremiah  8:22  was  preached  by 
A.  Purefoy.  The  former  officers  were  re-elected.  Every 
church  was  re]>resented  by  delegates. 

Franklinton,  Henderson,  Sharon  and  AVake  Forest 
churches  were  received  at  this  time.  The  first  three  were 
newly  constituted  churches. 

Sandy  Grove  Church,  in  Is'ash  County,  having  ceased  to 
exist,  was  stricken  from  the  roll  of  churches. 

In  those  days,  great  stress  was  laid  on  the  preaching  of  the 
gospel;  therefore,  the  Association  suspended  bu.siness  t() 
hear  the  Missionary  and  Doctrinal  sermons.  We  have  gone 
to  the  other  extreme,  and  are  unwilling  to  take  time  from 
the  business  of  the  Association  for  the  p'reaching  of  the  gospel 
and  devotional  services.    In  this  we  are  the  losers. 

The  report  on  Sabbath  Schools  indicated  increased  ac- 
tivity. 

The  ordained  ministers  at  this  time  were  AV.  T.  P>rooks, 
W.  H.  Edwards,  A.  Purefoy,  L.  C.  Perkinson,  Samuel 
Wait,  Thomas  Wilcox,  William  Dent,  G.  M.  L.  Finch,  J.  B. 
Solomon,  W.  T.  Walters,  J.  P.  White  and  W.  M  .  Wingate. 
The  licentiates  were  J.  Q.  A.  Drake,  Danitd  Wester.  G.  S. 
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Jones,  E.  A.  Poe,  F.  IT.  Eclclier,  G.  Lewis,  7^  11.  Mooiw 
and  E.  R.  Savai^e. 

The  followinii"  pastors  served  the  number  of  churclies  in- 
dicated: J.  G.  Barkley,  2  clnirches;  X.  A.  Pnrefoy, 
churches;  Af.  1).  Freenian.  2  chnrclics:  Thonuis  Wilcox,  4 
churches;  R.  B.  Jones,  1  chinch  :  W.  M.  AViuoate,  2  churches; 
W.  T.  Brooks,  1  churcli ;  :\lark  Bennett,  1  church.:  G.  M.  L. 
Finch,  2  churches:  AV.  IL  Edwards,  1  church,  and  el.  B. 
Solomon,  2  churches. 

Front  the  statistical  table  we  learn  that  tliere  were  24 
churches  reporting  90  baptisuis,  and  a  total  membership  of 
2,421. 


CHAPTEU  V. 


Tw  EN  T  Y-N INTPE   AxNI  VERSARy. 

Tin's  session  of  the  Association  convened  with  Sharon 
(Inirch,  Augnst  23-26,  18^9.  G.  M.  L.  Finch  preached 
tlie  (>])enino-  sennon  from  Eomans  1:10.  T.  J.  Pitchford 
was  elected  Moderator,  and  G.  M.  L.  Finch,  Clerk  and 
Treasurer. 

The  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminarv,  located  at 
Greenville,  S.  C,  was  represented  by  J.  S.  B.  Mays.  The 
Association  approved  of  the  work  of  the  Seminary,  pledged 
its  support  to  the  institution,  and  contributed  $265.99  to 
the  work.  The  Southern  Baptist  Sunday  Union  was  also 
endorsed  by  the  Association. 

Money  collected  at  this  session  for  the  conventional  fund 
was  equally  divided  aniong  the  four  objects  fostered  by  the 
Convention.  Churches  contributing  through  the  Association 
to  the  conventional  fund  were  instructed  that  they  had  the 
right  to  appoint  their  own  delegates  to  represent  their  con- 
tributions. 

The  Finance  Committee  reported  that  the  churches  had 
sent  up  $62,61  for  Minutes,  for  Itinerancy  $188.00,  and  for 
the  objects  of  the  (Convention  $63.20.  Several  churches  re- 
ported through  their  letters  and  delegates  that  they  had  col- 
lected funds  for  the  Convention  wdiich  they  purposed  send- 
ing directly  to  the  Convention. 

At  this  session  the  necessity  for  providing  financial  as- 
sistance for  aged  and  infirm  ministers  and  their  families  was 
considered,  and  a  plan  adopted  and  a  committee  appointed 
to  carrj^  out  this  plan.  This,  so  far  as  I  can  leani,  was  the 
first  systematic  effort  made  by  the  Baptists  of  this  State  to 
provide  for  their  aged  ministers.  On  account  of  the  war, 
wliich  ])lighted  so  many  plans  and  prospects,  this  plan  was 
never  carried  out,  but  the  churches  continued  to  C(Uitribute 
to  the  necessities  of  the  family  of  the  lamented  Thomas 
Crocker. 

The  statistics    show    ordained    preachers  13,  licensed 
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preachers  8,  cluirclios  2:>,  dolegates  44,  baptized  182;  total 
membership  2,470. 

TjnilTIETTT  Al^NIVERSARY. 

The  Association  was  held  August  2o-25,  1860,  in  Frank- 
linton.  The  introductory  sermon  on  1  John  8  :3  was  preached 
by  J.  S.  Walthall.  Dr.  T.  J.  Pitchford  was  elex:ted  Mod- 
erator, and  G.  M.  L.  Finch,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

Antioch,  Pleasant  Grove  and  Wilson  churclies  v.ore  re- 
ceived at  this  time  into  the  Association. 

Plans  were  formed  for  employing  a  missionary  col])orter, 
but  owing  to  the  war,  which  even  then  was  casting  dark  and 
threatening  shadows  over  the  land,  but  little  was  done  with- 
in the  bounds  of  the  Association. 

At  this  time  a  plan  was  on  foot  among  the  Baptists  to 
establish  a  college  in  Raleigh  for  the  education  of  women. 
T.  E.  Skinner  presented  the  claims  of  this  institution.  Great 
enthusiasm  was  aroused,  and  thrilling  speeches  were  made 
by  able  brethren,  and  the  sum  of  eleven  hundred  dollars  was 
promptly  subscribed  to  the  enterprise.  But  the  war  quickly 
came,  and  this  dream  of  the  denomination  was  not  realized 
for  man.y  long  years. 

From  the  statistical  table  Ave  learn  that  the  associational 
strength  consisted  of  ordained  preachers  15,  licensed 
preachers  7,  churches  26,  baptized  124,  total  membership 
2,52'6. 

Henry  Petty,  afterwards  pastor  in  Warrenton  and  promi- 
nent in  the  Association  and  State,  made  his  first  appearance 
among  the  Tar  Biver  brethren  at  this  session. 

Tit  trty-first  Anniversary. 

This  session  was  held  with  Maple  Springs  Church,  com- 
mencing the  22nd  and  continuing  through  the  24th  of  Au- 
gust, 1861.  The  introductory  sermon  was  preached  by  el. 
G.  Barkley  from  Mark  16:16.  xidolphus  G.  Jones  was 
elected  Moderator,  and  G.  M.  L.  Finch,  (Icrk  and  Treas- 
urer. 
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Mark  Bennett  refused  to  receive  remuneration  for  mis- 
sion services  rendered  by  liim  under  tlie  appointment  of  the 
Association.  He  desired  that  the  amount  due  him  be  nsed 
in  carrying-  on  the  work  during  the  next  year. 

J.  B.  Solomon,  at  that  time  pastor  of  a  cliurch  in  Rich- 
mond, Virginia,  was  present  in  the  interest  of  publishing 
and  distributing  tracts  among  the  soldiers.  He  addressed 
Ihe  body  on  tliat  subject,  and  received  a  liberal  contribution 
for  the  work. 

J.  D.  Hufhaui  made  his  first  appearance  among  Tar  Iviver 
Baptists  at  tliis  time.  Did  lie  then  dream  that  he  would  l)e- 
come  the  great  leader  that  tins  division  of  the  Baptist  army 
would  follow  to  glorious  victories  ?  He  ^\  as  editor  of  the 
Biblical  Recorder,  and  so  presented  the  claims  of  that  paper 
as  to  receive  a  large  number  of  subscribers.  A  liberal  sum 
was  also  placed  in  his  hands  to  be  used  in  sending  the  Biblical 
Recorder  to  soldiers  in  the  Confederate  x\rmy. 

The  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted :  ^'Re- 
solved, That  we  learn  with  pleasure  that  patriotic  young 
ladies  at  Cedar  Rock  are  zealously  exerting  themselves  to 
procure  the  means  for  ministering  to  the  w^ants  of  our  sick 
soldiers  at  Yorktowm ;  tliat  we  cordially  endorse  their  phil- 
anthropic and  benevolent  efforts,  and  recommend  them  as 
eminently  worthy  of  encouragement  and  assistance." 

The  subject  of  employing  an  itinerant  and  colporter  en- 
listed the  attention  of  the  body.  Plans  that  seemed  to  he 
wise  were  formulated^  but  tlie  churches  failed  to  supply  the 
necessary  means  to  enalde  the  Executive  Committee  to  carry 
them  out. 

Some  years  before  this  the  Association  subscribed  a  schol- 
arship amounting  to  five  ]iundred  dolhn-s  to  the  sup})ort  of 
Wake  Forest  College.  Tiiis  scholarship  was  secured  by  in- 
dividual subscriptions  of  twenty-five  dollars  each.  The  sub- 
scriptions were  prom]>tlv  paid,  except  one,  and  the  dele- 
c:ates  at  the  next  Association  paid  this  one,  and  at  the  ses- 
sion of  1861  put  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  delinquent 
brother's  church.  If  this  were  a  universal  custom  it  wouhl 
stop  those  from  pledging  who  are  careless  about  paying,  and 
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there  would  not  be  so  many  unpaid  pledges  standing  against 
cliurches  and  individuals. 

The  statistical  table  of  this  session  was  not  transcriljed 
into  the  IMinnte  Book.  The  total  membership  was  probably 
about  the  sanje  as  Avas  reported  in  18G0.  '  There  were  seven 
ordained  and  three  licensed  preachers  living  in  our  liounds. 
The  Association  was  composed  of  24  churches,  which  were 
represented  bv  48  delegates. 

TmRTY-sEcoisrD  Anniversary. 

The  Association  held  its  thirty-second  annual  -ession  with 
Brown's  Church  in  Warren  County,  August  21-2;>.  1S(;2. 
The  sermon  was  preached  by  K.  W.  Delbridge.  from  1  Peter 
1 :8.  T.  J.  Pitchford  was  chosen  AEoderator,  and  G'.  M.  L. 
Finch,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

M.  T.  Sumner,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Domestic 
and  Indian  Mission  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven- 
tion, was  present  in  the  interest  of  the  work  of  his  Board. 
At  this  time  this  Board  was  interesting  itself  in  Army  ^lis- 
sions.  After  hearing  Dr.  Sumner  in  behalf  of  the  work 
among  the  soldiers  the  Association  contriluited  two  hundred 
and  twenty-four  dollars  to  that  object. 

Bev.  Henry  Petty  was  present  as  a  delegate  from  AVar- 
renton,  where  he  was  rendering  efficient  service  as  pastor. 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  that  Elders  B.  W.  Del- 
bridge.  J.  G.  Barkley,  and  ^lark  Bennett  had  been  em- 
ployed as  missionaries.  The  two  former  had  been  prevented, 
by  circumstances  they  could  not  control,  from  taking  up  the 
work.  Elder  Bennett  had  traveled  forty-five  days,  and  ren- 
dered valuable  service.  The  Board  also  provided  a  ])lan  for 
the  relief  of  indigent  preachers. 

The  statistical  table  shows  25  churches  served  by  11  pas- 
tors, baptized  77,  total  membership  2,205. 

The  Association  for  th<j  first  time  appointed  delegates  to 
The  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  which  in  1863  met  in 
Atlanta,  Georgia. 
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TlllRTY-THTED  ANNIVERSARY. 

From  August  20tli-23rd,  1863,  the  Association  met  with 
l^ed  Bud  Church,  Franklin  County.  The  sermon  from 
John  9:4  was  ])reached  by  Henry  Petty.  A.  Purefoy 
was  elected  Moderator,  and  Henry  Petty,  Clerk  and  Treas- 
urer. 

In  response  to  tlie  request  of  President  Jefferson  Davis, 
the  Association  apj^ointed  Friday  of  tlie  present  session  as 
a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer. 

Elder  N".  B.  Cobb,  General  Superintendent  of  Army  Col- 
portage,  was  present  in  the  interest  of  his  great  work.  He 
drew  such  a  picture  of  the  needs  of  the  soldiers  that  the 
people  wept  freely,  and  contributed  liberally  to  tlie  Army 
Colportage  fund. 

Owing  to  the  war  the  opportunity  to  push  Foreign  Mis- 
sions was  greatly  lessened,  and  news  from  the  foreign  held 
was  exceedingly  meagre.  A  few  of  the  missionaries  on  ac- 
count of  failing  health  had  come  home ;  but,  for  the  most 
part,  they  were  at  their  posts  rendering  faithfid  service, 
sowing  the  good  seed,  and  winning  souls  into  the  kingdom. 

On  account  of  insufficient  support  the  Biblical  Recorder 
had  been  compelled  to  reduce  its  size  to  a  half  sheet.  The 
Association  passed  a  resolution  recommending  that  the  price 
of  the  Recorder  be  increased  so  as  to  restore  the  paper  to 
its  former  size. 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  shows  that  noth- 
ing had  been  done  along  the  line  of  missionary  colportage 
work,  except  in  the  army. 

There  were  25  churches  in  the  union,  11  ju'eachers,  03 
ba])tiyms,  and  a  total  membership  of  2,205. 

Mount  Zion  Church  was  received  at  this  session. 

T  HIRT  Y-FOITRT  H    A  N  NI  VERS  ARY. 

The  thirty-fourth  session  of  the  Tar  River  Association 
met  with  Mount  Zion  Church  Friday  before  the  first  Sun- 
day in  October,  1864.  The  introductory  sermon  was  prob- 
ably preached  by  R.  W.  Delbridge. 


JAMES   r.  WKBB 
Moderator  of  Association  Five  Years 
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Owiiio-  to  the  unsettled  condition  of  transportation  dur- 
ing tlie  closing'  months  of  the  War  Between  the  States  the 
]Mimites  of  the  Session  of  18(54  were  lost. 

Til  urrv-i-  i  i'tii    A  .\  xj  x  krsakv. 

This  session  was  liehl  with  the  church  at  Hickory  (Jhapel. 
commencing  September  the  28tli,  1865.  I'he  introductory 
sermon  was  preached  bv  J.  G.  Barkley  from  John  14:15. 

73evotional  exercises  were  conducted  by  George  ^I.  Duke. 
This  was  the  first  api)earance  of  this  brother  in  the  Asso- 
ciation as  a  delegate  and  preacher.  It  was  the  beginning 
of  valuable  service  rendered  through  the  Association  that 
has  continued  without  a  break  for  more  than  fifty  years.  It 
was  the  introduction  of  a  num  to  the  Association  that  the 
people  have  delighted  to  honor. 

John  AVatson  v.as  elected  ^loderator  and  L.  X.  Conyers, 
Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

The  demoralized  condition  of  the  country  was  such  that 
the  Association  did  little  more  than  take  its  bearings,  and 
adopt  reports  and  resolutions  looking  to  future  activities. 

The  pastors  were  B.  AV.  Delbridge,  Thomas  Wilcox,  eT. 
B.  Solomon,  William  Boyall,  J.  G.  Barkley,  L.  (\  Perkin-  \ 
son.  J.  S.  Purefoy,  X.  A.  Purefoy  and  T.  B.  Kingsberry. 
Among  the  licentiates  were  J.  H.  Freeman,  G.  Lewis,  Daniel 
Wester  and  J.  A.  Pitchford. 

The  statistical  table  reports   churches  24,  delegates  o4, 
baptized  1(37,  total  mend^ership  2,4o0. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


Thirty-sixtil  Anniversary. 

The  thirty-sixth  anniversary  of  the  Tar  Eiver  Associa- 
tion met  with  Bear  Swamp  Church  Friday,  October  the 
7th,  18 G6,  and  continued  through  the  following  Sahbath. 
Thomas  Wilcox  preaclied  the  introductory  sei'moli  from 
the  8th  chapter  of  Eomans.  Dr.  T.  J.  Pitchford  was  elected 
Moderator,  and  L.  M.  Conyers,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

Only  routine  business  seems  to  have  been  transacted.  The 
reports  on  State  Missions,  Periodicals,  Colportage,  and  Edu- 
cation were  read  and  adopted.  They  rung  clear  on  these 
subjects  and  showed  that  the  Tar  River  Association  was 
in  faith  true  to  the  principles  of  its  founders;  but,  at  that 
time,  on  these  subjects,  it  seems  to  have  been  ''faith  Avith- 
out  works." 

The  pastors  were  R.  W.  Delbridge,  Thomas  AVilcox, 
A.  Purefoj',  William  Royall,  P.  D.  Gold,  M.  D.  Freeman, 
•J.  G.  Barkley,  L.  C.  Perkinson  and  T.  B.  Kingsberry. 

The  Association  numbered  22  cliurches,  reported  263 
baptisms,  and  a  total  menibership  of  2,795. 

^.  A.  Purefoy  preached  the  conventional  sermon  on  Sat- 
urday from  Acts  20  :2-l:.  The  denominational  sermon  was 
preached  by  J.  G.  Barkley  on  Sunday  at  11  a.  m.  from 
Acts  28:22.  The  collection  amounted  to  $15.97.  In  the 
afternoon  P.  D.  Gold  preached  an  able  sermon  to  a  large 
and  attentive  congregation. 

TiTTRTY-SEVENTH  ANNIVERSARY. 

The  Association  convened  with  Cypress  Chapel  Church, 
Thursday,  October  the  .3rd,  1867,  and  continued  through 
the  following  Sunday.  Tlie  introductory  sermon,  from  i 
Cor.  9:16,  was  preached  by  R.  W.  Delbridge. 

Twenty-three  churches  were  represented  by  forty-two 
delegates.  Dr.  Pitchford  was  chosen  Moderator  and  L.  M. 
Conyers,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 
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-T.  TT.  ^lills,  as  editor  of  the  Biblical  Eecorder,  made  his 
first  ai)])eararice  in  the  Association  at  this  session,  and  con- 
tributed largely  to  the  interest  of  the  meeting.  He  attended 
many  other  sessions,  and  was  always  a  welcome  visitor.  Tn 
connection  with  the  report  on  periodicals.  Brother  Mills 
made  an  effective  address  in  behalf  of  the  Recorder.  A 
committee  was  appointed  to  solicit  subscriptions  to  the  Be- 
corder  during  the  session,  and  a  long  list  of  subscril>ers  was 
secured. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  recommending  Dr.  Kingsberry's 
book,  ''What  is  Baptism?'' 

James  A.  Pitchford  and  George  Duke  are  recorded  as 
preaching  their  first  sermons  before  the  Association  at  this 
session.  Brother  Pitchford  preached  on  Friday  morning, 
and  on  Saturday  morning  the  record  says  that  the  lx>dy  ad- 
journed to  hear  Brother  G.  Duke  preach.  He  preached 
to  a  large  and  attentive  audience  from  Psalm  11(3 :12  :  "'What 
shall  I  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all  his  benefits  toward  me  T' 
Those  who  heard  that  sermon  have  not  forgotten  the  ])ro- 
found  impression  it  made  upon  the  large  congregation. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  and  Colportage  urged  the 
churches  to  take  regular  collections  for  carrying  on  this 
work. 

The  statistics  show  churches  23,  pastors  13,  baptisms  l.")7. 
total  membership  3,142. 

TlIIRTY-ETGlTTII  AXXIVERSAEY. 

This  session  of  the  Association  met  witli  Bed  Bud  Church 
Thursday,  October  the  1st,  1S6S,  and  continued  through  the 
following  Sunday.  The  introductory  sermon  was  preached 
by  X.  A.  Purefoy  from  Hebrews  13  :1.  T.  J.  Pitchford  was 
Moderator,  and  L.  M.  Conyers,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

The  churches  at  Wilson  and  Blount  Olivet  were  received 
into  the  Association  at  this  time- 
According  to  the  prevailing  custom,  a  stand  and  seats 
were  provided  in  the  grove,  a  short  distance  from  the  chr.rch  ; 
and,  while  tlie  Association  was  transacting  busine-s  in  the 
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house,  religious  exercises,  ineludiug  preaching,  were  being 
held  at  the  stand.  Tlie  Association  usually  adjourned  to 
hear  a  sennon  each  day  of  the  session. 

Rev.  R,.  R.  Overby,  one  of  the  leading  preachers  in  th(> 
Chowan  Association,  and  also  in  the  State  Convention,  was 
present  and  rendered  valuable  service  both  on  tlie  floor  of 
the  Association  and  at  the  stand. 

The  statistics  show  churches  25,  delegates  35,  pastors  11, 
baptized  221,  total  membership  3,017. 

The  pastors  of  the  Association  held  a  meeting  at  wliich 
the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted : 

''\^'e,  the  undersigned  ministers  of  tlie  Tar  River  Asso- 
ciation, })elieving  that  there  is  no  Christian  duty  more  fre- 
quentl}^  and  strongly  inculcated  in  the  Word  of  God  than 
benevolence,  and  that  all  our  churches  are  sadly  deficient  in 
this  very  im])ortant  duty,  and  furthermore,  that  liberality 
is  the  highest  type  of  piety,  and  is  designed  mainly  to  benefit 
the  givet\  remembering  the  words  of  the  Lord  Jesus:  'It  is 
more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive,'  do  solemnly 

''Resolve,  That  we  will  heartily  co-operate  with  the  Ba]>- 
tist  State  Convention  in  all  its  efforts  to  give  a  pure  gosjx*! 
to  every  creature. 

"Resolve,  That  we  will  adopt  some  systematic  plan  of 
benevolence  in  all  our  churches. 

''Resolve.  That  in  the  plan  that  we  adopt,  we  will  strive 
to  secure  a  contribution  fi'om  every  member  of  our  chiux^hes, 
and  every  friend  of  the  cause  in  our  congregations. 

"Resolve,  That  we  will  strive  to  induce  onr  members  to 
contribute  at  least  quarterly,  or  oftener,  if  practicable.'' 

"Signed  by 

"J.  G.  BARKLEY, 
"W.  A.  BARRETT, 
"G.  AF.  DUKE, 
"J.  A.  PTTCITFORD, 
'M.  H.  FREE.MAX. 
'Ti.  R.  OVERBY, 
"J.  B.  SOLOMOX." 
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These  resolutions  were  endorsed  by  the  Association  and 
printed  in  the  Minutes. 

Tn  iirr Y-NiNTii  Anni  versary. 

The  session  of  18G9  met  with  Sharon  Church  Thursday^ 
September  tlie  30th^  and  continued  through  the  folh)wing 
Sabbath.  Tlie  introductory  sermon  was  preached  by  G.  AI. 
Duke  from  2  Peter  3:18.  Dr.  T.  J.  Pitchford  was  Modera- 
tor, and  L.  M.  Conyers,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

Samaria  Church  was  received  from  the  Ealeigh  Associa- 
tion. 

Reports  on  all  the  objects  of  the  Convention  were  read, 
ably  discussed  and  adopted. 

The  colored  church  at  Shiloh,  Franklin  County,  sought 
admission  into  the  Association  as  a  beneficiary,  and  was 
unanimously  received.  This  church  was  represented  bv 
Handy  Crudup  in  every  session  until  1889,  when  it  was 
dismissed  to  join  a  "colored  association.  The  Tar  River 
folks  were  proud  of  the  character  and  faithfulness  of  this 
colored  church. 

In  this  session  there  were  28  cliui-chcs,  reporting  20:3  bap  - 
tisms^ and  a  total  membership  of  2,952. 

Fortieth  Anniversary. 

On  the  29th  of  September,  1870,  the  Association  met  with 
Poplar  Springs  Churchy  and  continued  through  October  the 
2nd.  1^.  A.  Purefoy  preached  the  introductory  sermon 
from  John  15:8.  X.  A.  Purefoy  was  elected  Moderator, 
and  J.  A.  Pitchford,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

In  this  session  there  were  reported  churches  27,  dele- 
gates 45,  baptisms  113,  total  membership  2,823. 

A  large  number  of  delegates  subscribed  money  for  the 
purchase  of  a  Bible,  to  be  presented  by  the  Association  to  the 
colored  church  at  Shiloh,  in  token  of  Christian  sympathy, 
brotherly  love,  and  sincere  wishes  for  their  spiritual  ])ros- 
perity. 
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Reports  from  tlie  cbnrclies  show  that  hut  little  was  beino- 
done  for  the  great  work  of  sending  the  gospel  to  the  regions 
beyond.  This  was  perhaps  one  of  the  darkest  periods  in 
our  history^  but  a  better  day  was  about  to  dawn. 

FoRTY-riBST  Anniversary. 

This  session  was  held  with  Ha  wood's  Church.  Septem- 
ber the  28tli-October  the  1st,  1871.  A.  Purefoy  preached 
the  introductory  sermon  from  John  13  :14.  T.  J.  Pitchford 
was  again  elected  Moderator,  and  Menalcus  Lankford,  Clerk 
and  Treasurer. 

W.  E.  Bowers,  who  aftemards  served  the  Association  long 
and  faithfully  as  ^foderator,  made  his  first  appearance  in 
the  Association  as  a  delegate  at  this  session. 

J.  H.  Mills  was  present  in  the  interest  of  the  Biblical 
Recorder.  Dr.  William  Eoyall  was  also  present,  and  Dr. 
Charles  E.  Taylor  got  acquainted  with  Tar  River  Baptists. 

The  circular  letter,  prepared  by  Dr.  T.  J.  Pitchford,  cre- 
ated considerable  discussion,  especially  the  paragraph  relat- 
ing to  pulpit  affiliation.  The  Association  refused  to  adopt 
the  circular  letter,  but  consented  to  its  publication  in  the 
Minutes. 

Arrangements  were  made  to  aid  in  supporting  George 
W.  Sanderlin,  a  miiiisterial  student  at  Wake  Forest  College. 
Brother  Sanderlin,  afterwards  as  pastor  in  Goldsboro  and 
Baltimore,  did  a  great  work.  He  passed  to  his  reward  more 
than  twenty  years  ago. 

The  statistical  table  gives  total  churches  27,  baptized  250. 
membership  2,967. 

F  ORTY-SECOND  ANNIVERSARY. 

This  session  of  the  Association  met  October  2-5,  1872. 
with  Sandy  Creek  Church  in  Franklin  County.  T.  -T.  Pitch- 
ford  w^as  Moderator,  and  Menalcus  Lankfoi'd.  dork  and 
Treasurer.  Thomas  Wilcox  preached  the  introdiictoiw  ser- 
mon from  Romans  8:35. 
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The  first  ste})s  towurd  compiling  a  liislorv  of  tlie  Associa- 
tion were  taken  at  tliis  time.  Dr.  T.  J.  Piteliford  was  ap- 
l)ointed  Historian,  and  plans  were  devised  for  collecting 
historical  material  for  the  contemplated  work. 

J.  H.  ]\lills  represented  the  Biblical  Recorder,  and  J.  I). 
Ilnfham,  (Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Missions 
of  the  Baptist  State  C'on\'ention,  was  present,  rejn-esenting 
State  ^lissions  and  the  other  objects  of  the  Convention. 

Brother  M.  R.  Pinnell  was  ordained  to  the  full  work  of 
the"  gospel  ministry  on  Sunday  morning  at  10  o'clock.  He 
was  a  faithful  minister  of  the  word,  and  won  many  souls 
into  the  kingdom.  A  few  years  ago  he  finished  his  course 
Avitli  joy.  leaving  behind  hiiu  tlie  legacy  of  a  good  name. 

At  this  session  the  Minutes  show  churches  27,  pastors  14, 
baptized  108,  and  total  2,941. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


Fort Y-T hied  Anniversary. 

Tlie  Association  convened  with  the  chnrch  in  Wilson, 
October  the  1st,  1873,  and  contimied  throngh  the  following 
Sabbath.  T.  C.  Bailev,  who  was  then  pastor  in  AVarrenton, 
preached  the  introdnctorj^  sermon  from  Gal.  4:16.  Dr.  T. 
J.  Pitchford  was  Moderator,  and  W,  C.  Lankford,  Clerk 
and  Treasurer. 

The  Historian  reported  that  he  had  been  unable  to  se- 
cure from  the  Church  Clerks  sketches  of  their  respective 
churches;  and,  therefore,  had  not  completed  the  history  of 
the  Association,  but  he  had  made  some  progress.  He  pre- 
sented the  first  volume  of  the  history  to  the  Association,  and 
read  sketches  of  VVilloughby  Hudgins,  William  Lancaster 
and  G.  M.  L.  Fincli.  Dr.  Pitchford  was  continued  as  His- 
torian for  another  year. 

Sermons  were  preached  during  the  session  by  C.  Durliam 
from  John  8:32;  W.  M.  Wingate  from  1  Cor.  3:2  ;  J.  A. 
Pitchford  from'  Luke  24:26-27;  C.  T.  Bailey  from  1  Cor. 
3:22,  23;  Dr.  T.  H.  Pritchard  from  Deut.  6^-15,  and  also 
from  Zech.  6:13. 

Interesting  reports  were  read  on  various  departments  of 
denominational  work,  and  the  Association  decided  to  go  for- 
ward. 

At  this  time  the  Association  numbered  31  churches,  re- 
porting through  19  pastors  and  55  delegates.  The  churches 
reported  114  baptisms,  and  a  total  membership  of  2,906. 

*   :  Forty-fourth  Anniversary. 

Tliis  session  was  held  at  Philadelj)]iia  Cliurch  from  Oc- 
Itiober  the  1st  through  the  3rd,  1874.  G.  W.  Newell  preached 
the  introdu^ctory  sermon  from  Prov.  4:18.  Dr.  T.  J.  Pitch- 
ford was  j-e-elected  Moderator,  and  \y.  C.  Lankford,  Clerk 
and  Treasurer. 
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11.  T.  Vann  appeared  in  tlie  Association  for  tlie  first  time. 
Since  then  he  has  been  largely  identified  with  Tar  Iwiver 
affairs,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  our  people  as  an  able 
preacher  and  a  wise  counselor. 

Churches  at  Rock  Spring  and  Greenville  were  received. 

The  Constitution  was  so  changed  that  the  first  Article 
reads  thus : 

''This  Association  shall  be  composed  of  the  regular  or- 
dained ministers  and  pastors  laboring  within  its  bounds,  and 
delegates  chosen  by  the  churches,  such  delegates  producing 
letters  from  their  respective  churches  as  their  credentials.'' 

At  the  session  of  J  873  the  Association  resolved  to  supjiort 
ii  native  preacher  among  the  heathen.  The  churches  did 
not  report  what  had  been  done  during  the  year  for  this  pur- 
pose, but  $44.39  had  been  sent  to  the  xVssoeiarion  for  Foreign 
Missions.  This  is  the  lai'gest  contribution  to  that  object  that 
had  been  made  up  to  that  time.  The  resolution  to  support 
a  native  preacher  in  foreign  lands  was  reaffirmed.  This 
would  require  one  hundred  dollars. 

At  this  session  the  Association  Avas  composed  of  34 
churches,  located  in  eight  counties,  and  served  by  19  pastors. 
Churches  reported  .:>49  baptized,  and  a  total  membership  of 
3,072. 

In  a  paper  pre])ared  by  the  Moderator,  he  said:  "This 
Association  is  the  best  I  have  attended  in  nearly  forty  years ; 
-the  net  increase  by  baptism  is  349,  being  more  than  three 
'times  as  many  as  ^vere  baptized  in  1873." 

For  the  first  time  there  was  published  in  the  Minutes 
Sabbath  School  statistics,  and  a  financial  table. 

Out  of  34  churches  only  nine  reported  Sunday  Schools. 
These  were  Antioch,  Gardners,  Henderson,  ^Eaple  Springs, 
Xew  Bethel,  Peach  Tree,  Sandy  Creek,  Tarboro,  and  AVar- 
renton.  There  were  probably  others,  but  they  failed  to  re- 
port. 

The  financial  table  was  very  imperfect  ;  but  it  was  a  step 
in  the  right  direction,  and  has  become  a  valuable  source  of 
information  and  inspiration. 
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Fort y-f j ft ji  A x  x i  versary. 

The  Association  convened  with  tlie  church  at  Eeedy 
Creek,  September  the  SOth^  1875,  and  continued  three  days. 
T.  J.  Rooke  preached  the  introductory  sermon  from  Matthew 
16:24.  T.  fl.  Pitchford  was  re-elected  ^Vfoderator,  and  Dr. 
W.  C.  Lankford,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

Littleton  Church  was  received  at  tliis  time.  In  reality 
this  was  Enon  Cliurcli,  wdiich  moved  into  Littleton  and 
changed  its  name.  The  church  at  Haywoods  reported  that 
it  had  changed  its  name  to  Corinth. 

C.  T.  Bailey  was  present  as  pastor  of  AVarrenton  Church, 
and  also  as  owner  and  editor  of  the  Biblical  Recorder. 

A  committee  was  appointed  on  obituaries,  and  instructed 
to  report  at  this  or  the  next  session. 

State  Missions  received  considerable  attention,  and  was 
ably  discussed  by  various  bretliren.  G.  M.  Duke  made  a 
thrilling  address  on  this  subject,  and  urged  that  the  cliurches 
adopt  some  plan  of  systematic  benevolence;  and  the  Associa- 
tion adopted  a  resolution  looking  to  that  object. 

On  Sabbath  morning  P.  R.  Pinnell  was  ordained  to  the 
full  work  of  the  gospel  ministry. 

The  o2  churches  reported  159  baptisms,  and  a  total  mem- 
bership of  2,872.  The  financial  table  shows  considerable 
improvement  over  last  year.  'I'wice  as  many  churches  re- 
port Sunday  Schools  as  did  in  1874.  Tlie  Association 
seemed  to  be  making  progress  along  all  lines. 

FORTT-SIXTH  AxXIVERSARY. 

In  187G  the  Association  met  in  Henderson  and  continued 
from'  September  28-October  1st.  George  M.  Duke  preached 
the  introductory  sermon  from  Psalm  133:1.  Dr.  T.  J. 
Pitchford,  Moderator,  and  Dr.  W.  C.  Lankford.  Clerk  and 
Treasurer. 

There  w^re  34  churches  represented  by  64  delegates. 
Among  the  visitors  present  w^ere  Bretliren  R.  IL  Griffith, 
representing  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary, 
A,  McDowell  from  Chowan  Female  Institute.  L  D.  Huf 
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ham.  Editor  of  the  Biblical  Eecorder,  Charles  E.  Taylor, 
and  Luther  ^lilLs  of  \Vake  Forest  College,  and  F.  P. 
Hobgood,  representing  Raleigh  Female  Seminarv. 

An  enthusiastic  meeting  was  held  in  the  interest  of  the 
Biblical  Bocordcr,  and  a  good  list  of  new  subscribers  Avas  se- 
cured. 

At  tlve  close  of  R.  11.  Griffith's  personal  remarks  to  those 
who  were  not  taking  the  Recorder,  old  Brother  Daniel  We>- 
ter  exclaimed:  *'I  wonder  how  Brother  Griffith  knew  that 
I  wasn't  taking  the  paper,  but  I  will  cori-ect  that  at  once  f 
and  he  hurried  forward  to  subscribe. 

A  mass  meeting  was  held  in  the  interest  of  ediicarion.  at 
which  addresses  were  made  bv  Professor  L.  R.  ]\Iills,  J.  T). 
Hufham  and  others.  The  Clerk  in  referring  to  Dr.  Huf- 
liam's  speech,  said:  '•His  charming  manner,  his  inimitable 
Avit  and  hiiiiior  gii-liing  through  his  forcible  arguments  and 
stern  reasoning  was  overpowering."'  G-  M.  Duke  closed  the 
discussion,  and  uiider  the  influence  of  his  tender  and  pathetic 
appeal  manv  were  bathed  in  tears.  A  collection  was  taken 
amounting  to  one  hundred  dollars. 

The  Association  was  divided  into  sections,  in  each  of  which 
was  to  be  held  a  Sunday  School  Institute  at  some  time  dur- 
ing the  next  year.  This  was  the  beginning  of  a  larger  in- 
terest in  Sunday  School  wwk. 

The  Committee  on  Obituaries  reported  the  death  of  Elder 
AFark  Bennett,  who  died  at  his  residence  in  Xash  County, 
known  as  "Transient  Rest,"  on  the  15th  day  of  August, 
1875,  in  the  76th  year  of  his  ag'e. 

In  view  of  the  contemplated  effort  to  raise  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  for  the  endowment  of  Wake  Forest  Col- 
lege the  Association  pledged  live  thousand  dollars  to  this 
object.  This  sum  was  paid  by  John  Watson,  John  B.  Brew- 
er,' Dr.  W.  C.  Lankford,  Charles  M.  Cooke  and  J.  T.  Webb, 
each  of  whom  gave  one  thousand  dollars;  and  thus  the  suc- 
cess of  the  effort  to  endow  the  College  was  guaranteed,  and 
thus  the  present  endowment  of  the  College  had  its  beginning' 
in  the  Tar  River  Association. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Rev.  R.  H.  Griftith.  the  rej^ort  on 
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Home  Missions  was  changed  to  Associational  Missions,  and 
thus  the  tirst  step  was  taken  which  three  years  later  resulted 
in  that  great  movement  at  ConoconarV;  which  has  meant  so 
much  to  tlie  Tar  River  Association. 

The  financial  table  shows  improvement  in  contributions. 

Sunday  School  statistics  show  a  great  falling  off.  Only 
ten  out  of  thirty-four  churches  report  Sunday  Schools,  last 
year  there  were  eighteen. 

The  statistical  table  indicates  a  good  year's  work.  The 
churches  report  230  baptisms,  and  a  total  membership 
of  3,121. 

FOKTY-SEVENTJI  AnNIVERSxVRY. 

This  session  of  the  Association  niet  w^ith  Pleasant  Grove 
Church,  October  4-6,  1877.  On  account  of  inclement  weath- 
er the  delegates  w^ere  late  in  arriving,  and  the  introductory 
sermon  was  not  preached.  J.  T.  Webb  was  elected  Modera- 
tor, and  R.  M.  Johnson,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

B.  Broughton  was  present  for  the  first  time-  He  was 
one  of  the  owners  of  the  Biblical  Recorder,  and  was  present 
to  represent  that  paper. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Mundy,  the  new^  pastor  in  Warrenton,  and 
C.  A.  Jenkins  and  George  W.  Coppedge  were  present  tor 
the  first  time. 

Cedar  Rock  Church  was  received  at  this  session. 

The  matter  of  Associational  Missions  was  taken  up,  and 
pledges  secured  to  be  paid  at  the  next  session  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, and  to  be  used  in  1879.  The  amounts  pledged  by 
the  various  churches  in  the  Association  were  as  follows : 


Louisburg   $  30.00 

Warrenton   oO.OO 

Zion   30.00 

Peach  Tree    30.00 

Wilson    30.00 

Be&r  Swamp    30.00 

Maple  Springs   20.00 

Philadelphia    15.00 

Conocanara   10.00 

Poplar  Springs    10.00 


Mount  Zion    10.00 

Red  Oak    10.00 

Rock  Spring    10.00 

Pleasant   Grove    10.00 

Corinth   10.00 

Hickory  .    10.00 

New  Bethel    5.00 

Cypress  Chapel    5.00 

New   Hope    5.00 

Samaria   5-.  00 


NOAH  BIGGS 
Chairman  of  Executive  Committee  Thirty  Years 
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fled  Bud    o.OO 

Sandy  Creek    5.00 

John  Watson    30.00 

W.  D.  Coppedge   5.00 


J.  A.  Waddill    5.00 

Dr.  J.  S.  Meadows.  .  .  .  5.0C 


$370.00 


Tliis  was  the  beginning  of  the  Associational  ^Mission  Move- 
ment in  the  Tar  River  Association. 

The  Comniittee  on  Obituaries  reported  the  death  of  El- 
der Tliomas  Wilcox,  and  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted : 

'^AMiereas,  Through  a  sad  dispensation  of  Providence  onr 
beloved  brother,  Elder  Thomas  Wilcox,  has  been  called  from 
the  labors  of  earth  since  our  last  meeting;  therefore,  re- 
solved, that  ^^■e  ask  that  Elder  T.  R.  Owen  and  Brother  eTohn 
Watson  be  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  a  suitable  obit- 
uary notice  of  our  deceased  brother  for  the  next  Association ; 
and  that  this  resohition  be  inserted  in  the  Minutes  of  the 
present  session  of  this  body." 

(Signed)     W.  C.  LA^sTKFORD. 

Thomas  Daniel,  colored,  was  ordained  to  the  full  work 
of  the  gospel  ministry  on  Sunday  morning. 

The  statistical  table  shows  churches  35^  baptized  298. 
total  membership  3,222.  total  amount  contributed  during 
the  year  for  church  expenses  and  benevolence  $3,2(>1,05. 

Fort Y-E I gti th  A^^xiversaky. 

The  forty-eighth  annual  session  was  a  history-making  oc- 
casion. The  Association  met  with  C'onoconary  Church..  Oc- 
tober 10th,  1878,  and  continued  three  days.  W.  J.  Ful- 
ford  preached  the  opening  sermon  from  Matthew  12:30. 
J.  T.  Wt^bb  was  elected  ]\roderator,  and  A.  G.  AVilcox,  Clerk 
and  Treasnrer. 

Thirty-six  churches  re})orte(l  through  sixty-four  delegates. 
The  ministers  present  were:  J.  A.  Pitchford,  G.  W=  Xew- 
ell,  W.  J.  Fulford,  G.  M.  Duke,  J.  G.  Barkley.  J.  D. 
Hufham,  A.  McA.  Pittman,  R.  T.  Vann,  R.  D. '  Harper, 
J.  W.  Coppedge,  A.  G.  Wilcox,  J.  S .  Purefoy,  C.  L.  Powell. 
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J.  A.  :\hindy,  W.  M.  Wiiigate,  A.  McDowell,  E.  AV.  Kiiiglit, 
Daniel  AVester,  and  C.  A.  Jenkins. 

Letters  from  the  clin relies  showed  that  there  had  heen 
579  baptized  during*  the  year,  and  the  Association  joined  in 
a  prayer  of  thanksgiving  for  the  large  increase  reported. 

Pine  Forest  and  Hamilton  chnrches  were  received. 

Strong  re|)orts  were  read  on  State  ^Missions,  Foreign  Mis- 
sions, Ministerial  Education,  and  Periodicals. 

Fhe  sunv  of  $75  was  applied  to  the  education  of  Brother 
George  W.  Copj^edge.  Xo  appro])riation  made  liv  the  As- 
sociation ever  ])nid  l)ctter  dividends  than  this. 

The  Association  showed  its  interest  in  the  colored  peo- 
})le  l)y  appointing  a  conunittee.  consisting  of  V.  M.  Cooke, 
G.  \y.  Xewell  and  Handy  Crndup,  colored,  to  devise  a  plan 
for  circulating  among  the  colored  brethren,  a  pure  Baptist 
literature. 

Sermons  were  ])reached  during  the  sessions  by  G.  M.  Duke, 
J.  D.  Hutliam,  J.  S.  Purefoy  and  W.  M.  AVingate. 

The  churches  of  the  Association  wei'e  served  at  this  time 
by  the  following  ])astors:  J.  A.  Pitchford,  X.  A.  Purefoy, 
T.  P.  Owen,  p!  H.  Pinnell,  AV.  A.  Barrett,  G.  AV.  Xeweil, 
G.  M.  Duke,  C.  A.  Jenkins,  D.  A.  Glenn,  E.  F.  Beach- 
em.  :\r.  p.  Pinnell,  AV.  J.  Fulford,  A.  F.  Purefoy,  J.  R. 
Lowe,  AV.  E.  Xowell,  J.  A.  Mundy.  J  .  D.  Hufham  and 
Jefferson  Burrell,  colored. 

The  statistical  table  gives  a  total  mend>ershii)  of  ^),881, 
and  amount  expended  during  the  year  for  church  expenses 
and  benevolence  $10,807.24,  which  is  aii  increase  over  the 
previous  year  of  $7,006.19. 

The  Sunday  School  statistics  show  that  20  churches  re- 
ported Sunday  Schools. 

ASSOCHATIOXAL  ^flSSTOXS. 

-  Brother  Fulford  read  the  report,  and  delivered  an  en- 
couraging address.  The  story  of  the  destitution  in  our 
bounds  seemed  to  get  hold  of  the  hearts  of  the  brethren. 
The  financial  report  showed  that  of  the  $o70  [)ledged  at  the 
last  Association,  $:528  h.ad  been  paid.     The  Association. 
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ihprefore,  had  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  a  fund  with 
which  to  begin  the  work  of  preaching  the  gospel  in  desti-. 
tute  sections  of  its  territory.  But  the  brethren  realized  that 
the  money  in  liand  was  inadequate.  The  destitution  was 
pressing  on  their  hearts,  and  there  was  a  burning  desire  to 
"Go  up  and  possess  the  land."  But  a  Moses  was  needed  to 
lead  in  the  great  work. 

It  was  then  that  the  man  and  the  liour  met.  Dr.  J.  I). 
Ilufham,  who  had  recently  settled  in  Scotland  ^^eck  as  pas- 
tor, was  thrust  forward  by  Divine  impulse  as  the  leader  of 
the  Tar  Eiver  Hosts,  and  most  nobly  did  he  take  up  the 
work.  He  had  studied  the  field,  and  in  an  address  of  won- 
derful power  and  pathos,  laid  it  on  the  hearts  of  his  hearers, 
so  that  Ihey  were  ready  to  go  forward.  He  closed  his  ad- 
dress by  asking  the  Association  to  pledge  $1,500.00  to  be 
paid  in  at  the  next  Association.  AYhereupon,  Brother  (\  M. 
Co«^ke  ciied^  "^lan,  you  are  crazy!  Lower  your  figures!''  ''I 
will  not  lower  my  fig-ures/'  replied  the  determined  leader. 
At  this  point  the  body  adjourned  until  the  next  morning. 

I'll  at  nio-ht  Dr.  Hufham  spent  hours  laying  the  great 
cause  on  the  hearts  of  certain  leading  brethren,  and  before 
lie  slept  he  had  succeeded  in  inducing  five  brethren  to  pledge 
$100.00  each,  Xoah  Biggs  had  already  authorized  him  to 
pledge  $200.00  for  Scotland  Xeck.  The  five  brethren  wdio 
made  it  possible  to  secure  $1,500.00  were  Charles  M.  Cooke, 
of  Louisburg;  G.  M.  Duke,  of  Hilliardston ;  J.  T.  Webb, 
of  Peach  Tree;  J.  B.  Brewer,  of  Wilson,  and  J.  B.  John- 
son, of  AVarrenton.  Of  these  «Tohnson  and  Webb  have  gone 
to  their  reward,  the  others  are  still  serving  the  King  in  this 
world. 

The  next  morning  Dr.  Hufham  went  before  the  Associa- 
tion with  these  pledges.  The  brethren  seemed  to  take  fire 
and  faster  than  the  Clerk  could  write  them  down  pledges 
were  made,  and  in  a  very  short  time  $1,500.00  had  been 
secured ;  and  the  Association  had  reached  the  point  toward 
which  Worrell,  Crocker,  Bennett,  Hudgins,  Jones,  Cooke, 
and  the  other  fathers  of  the  Association  were  looking,  when 
they  met  at  Sandy  Creek  in  1880  and  planned  for  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Tar  Biver  Association. 
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With  tliis  gTeat  movement  in  the  Tar  River  Association, 
tlie  State  Convention  at  its  next  session  felt  inspired  to  go 
foi  •ward  in  every  department  of  its  work,  and  the  wonderful 
j)i'ogress  made  by  Xorth  Carolina  Baptists  during  the  past 
thirty-eiglit  years  had  its  real  begiiming  at  Conoconary  on 
Saturday,  the  12th  of  October,  1878,  when  J.  D.  Ilufham, 
Cr.  ]\r.  Duke,  J.  T.  AVebb,  J.  R.  Johnson  and  the  other 
brethren  of  the  Association  joined  heart  and  hand  in  a  great 
effoi-t  to  give  the  gospel  that  saves  to  the  people  of  this  sec- 
tion. 

.Vames  of  the  Old  Guard  who  made  the  moveuient  a  sue- 


cess : 

200.00 

New  Hope,  B.  D.  Rice 

10.00 

C    M.  Cooke   

100.00 

Sandy  Creek   

10.00 

G.  M.  Duke  

100.00 

R.  A.  Beal   

10.00 

Peach    Tree,    J.  T. 

J.  A.  Tunstall  

10.00 

Webb  

100.00 

10.00 

J.  B.  Brewer  

100.00 

Wiliani  Cooper  .... 

10.00 

.T    R  Tnhnson 

100.00 

Fred.  Gregory   

10.00 

Conoconary   

50.00 

A.  McDowell   

10.00 

Corinth  

50.00 

Rock  Spring   

10.00 

Bear  Swamp   

50.00 

W.  D.  Harris   

15.00 

50.00 

N.  B.  Broughton   .  .  . 

15.00 

W.  H.  Kitchen   ,     ,  , 

50.00 

Robert  Harper   

5.00 

50.00 

J.  L.  Battle   

5.00 

Noah  Biggs   

54.00 

R.  J.  Wright   

5.00 

Wake  Forest   

50.00 

5.00 

25.00 

Charlton  Pope  .  .  . 

5.00 

Cedar  Rock   

25.00 

5.00 

Gardenrs,  J.  H.  Nich- 

Samuel  J.  Matthev/s. 

5.00 

25.00 

J.  M.  Staliings 

5  00 

Reedy  Creek   

25.00 

Bennie  Quartermos  . 

5.00 

J.  G.  Barkley  

25.00 

W.  T.  Battle  

5.00 

Shiloh,  Handy  Crud- 

James  Mobley   

5.00 

up  

25.00 

Dr.  W.  M.  Wingate .  . 

5.(»0 

J.  W.  Allen  

25.00 

Cash  

1.00 

R.  T.  Vann  

30.00 

Cypress  Chapel  .... 

10.00 

Total  $1,500.00 

An  executive  connnittee  wa>^ 

a])]^ointed,  consisting 

of  C. 

^r.  Cooke,  'Noixh  Biggs, 

,  T.  B.  Brewer,  ^F.  C.  Duke  and 

J.  11. 

Johnson,  to  superintend  the  missionnry  work  of  the  Associa- 


TAR    BIVER    HISTORY  61 

tion  during*  the  coming  year,  tlie  expenditures  not  to  exceed 
the  amount  now  on  hand. 

Forty-ninth  An ntvkrsary. 

Tlio  fortv-ninth  session  of  the  Association  was  lield  witli 
the  chinrh  in  Lonislmro-,  October  0-11,  1879.  J.  ^r.  Wchh 
was  Moderator,  and  W.  (l  luudd'ord,  (lerk  and  Treasnrei-. 
The  introdnctorv  sermon  froiti  Romans  I'JrlO  was  preached 
by  Elder  G.  M.  Dnke. 

The  preachers  present  were:  J.  A.  IMnndy,  J.  1).  llnf- 
ham,  R.  T.  Yann,  el.  A.  Pitchford,  (J.  M.  Dnke,  M.  E. 
Pinnell,  P.  H.  Pinnell,  Daniel  Wester,  Thomas  Carrick, 
C.  A.  Jenkins,  M.  J.  Freeman,  J.  G.  Barkley,  W.  B. 
Knight,  A.  G.  Wileox,  W.  A.  Barrett  and  G.  W.  isTewell. 

T^ashville,  Tnrkey  Branch,  Entield,  Harriss  Chapel  and 
Free  Chapel  churches  applied  for  admittance  at  this  ses- 
sion, and  were  received.  Hawds:ins  Chapel,  a  colored  chnrcli, 
was  dismissed  to  join  another  association. 

At  this  time  there  were  forty  churches  in  the  Associa- 
tion. Of  these  twenty-six  reported  thirty-one  Sunday 
Schools.  There  were  fourteen  churches  that  did  not  report 
Sunday  Schools.  This  was  the  l)est  report  tliat  had  ever 
been  made  to  the  Association.  The  increase  in  conversions 
and  baptism.s  seems  to  have  been  in  proportion  to  the  growth 
in  Sunday  School  work. 

The  report  on  Associational  Missions  showed  a  wide  and 
inviting  field  occupied  by  six  missionaries.  These  were  do- 
ing their  best,  but  were  able  to  occupy  only  a  small  portion 
of  the  large  and  destitute  field. 

Of  the  $1,500.00  pledged  at  Conoconary  the  sum  of 
$1,220.83  was  received  with  which  to  carry  on  Associational 
Missions.  The  sum  of  $1^520.00  was  pledged  at  this  time  to 
be  paid  at  the  next  annual  meeting  for  Associational  Mis- 
sions. Since  the  meeting  at  Conoconary  Associational  Mis- 
sions lias  been  the  rallying  cry  of  the  Tar  Biver  Associa- 
tion. 

At  this  time  the  Association  nundoered  40  churches,  wliicli 
reported  370  baptisms,  and  1,075  members. 


CHAPTER  VTir. 


F  r  FTIET 1 1  AXNIVEESARY. 

The  Association  met  with  the  church  at  Peach  Tree, 
Tlmrsday  before  tlie  second  Sunday  in  October,  1880.  This 
wa^s  tlie  semi-centennial  session  of  tlie  body.  A  great  meet- 
ing- was  liehl  on  Snnday  morning  to  celebrate  fifty  years  of 
Tar  Piver  history,  and  the  beginning  of  a  glorions  future. 

The  introductory  sermon  was  preached  by  P.  T.  Vann 
from  Pev.  7:14-,  the  denominational  sermon  by  G.  M. 
lluke  from  Acts  8:13,  and  the  conventional  sermon  by  J.  A. 
^fimdy  from'  2  Cor.  4:16. 

Dr.  T.  T.  Pitchfcrd  was  elected  ^^^oderator,  and  W.  C. 
Lankford,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

Dr.  Pitchford  was  elected  Assistant  Clerk  of  the  Associa- 
tion at  the  session  of  1838.  In  1839  he  was  elected  Clerk, 
and  served  in  that  office  through  six  consecutive  sessions. 
He  was  elected  Moderator  at  Enon,  now  Littleton,  in  1847, 
and  again  at  Playwoods  in  1849,  and  served  fourteen  con- 
secutive sessions.  He  was  again  elected  in  1866,  and  served 
through  the  session  of  1876,  being  eleven  consecutive  terms. 
His  last  election  was  at  Peach  Tree  in  1880.  Dr.  Pitchford 
served  the  Association  in  the  Clerk's  office  seven  years,  and 
he  presided  as  Moderator  over  twenty-five  sessions  of  the 
l>ody.  His  last  service  was  rendered  at  Peach  Tree,  and  it 
is  probable  that  this  was  his  last  a])pearance  in  tlie  xlssocia- 
tion. 

Aurelian  S])rings  (now  extinct),  Roanoke  (now  Weldon), 
Ephesus,  and  Rocky  Blount  chiirclies  were  received  at  this 
time. 

In  ]\[ay,  1851,  the  church  at  Tanners  adopted  resolutions 
withdrawing  from  the  Tar  River  Association.  The  church 
set  forth  three  complaints  against  the  Association  as  the 
ground  of  its  withdrawal.  These  were:  1st.  The  attitude 
of  tha  Association  toward  the  benevolent  institutions  of  the 
day;  3'nd,  Its  connection  with  the  State  (Convention;  and. 
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3rd,  Its  refusal  to  allow  Willoiigliby  Hudgins.  the  pastor 
of  Tanners  Church,  to  preach  at  the  Association  in  1849. 
This  church  liad  been  very  prosperous,  but  the  anti-mission 
sentiment  which  led  to  its  withdrawal  from  the  Association 
soon  began  to  work  its  death.  The  decline  was  steady,  until 
there  were  only  six  or  seven  active  members  left.  These 
seeing  the  impossibility  of  doing  anything,  at  the  old  loca- 
tion, moved  the  church  building  to  Warren  Plains,  and 
changed  the  name  of  the  church  from  Tanners  to  Warren 
Plains. 

At  the  session  of  the  Association  at  Peach  Tree  in  1880, 
this  old  church,  which  was  probably  founded  by  Elder  John 
Tanner  in  Revolutionary  times,  applied  for  readmission  into 
the  body,  under  the  name  of  Warren  Plains  Baptist  Church. 
The  church  was  received,  and  has  made  a  loyal  member  of 
the  body. 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  the  letters 
from'  the  churches  showed  gratifying  progress.  The  largest 
amount  raised  for  Associational  Missions  up  to  that  time 
was  pledged. 

Statistics  show  churches  46,  Sunday  Schools  38,  baptized 
319,  total  membership  4,478.  Amount  sent  to  the  Asso- 
ciation for  all  purposes  $1,552.30.  Of  this  amount  $1,375.25 
was  for  Associational  Missions. 

FiFTY-FiEST  Anniversary. 

This  session  met  with  Antioch  Church,  October  0-8,  1881. 
The  introductory  sermon  was  preached  by  AV.  P.  Blake 
from  Rev.  21 :10,  11. 

At  this  session  there  were  45  churches  represented  by  91 
delegates.  T.  J.  Webb  was  elected  Moderator,  and  A.  G. 
Wilcox,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

Wake  Forest  College  was  represented  by  Dr.  T.  IT. 
Pritchard,  and  the  Biblical  Recorder  by  Dr.  T.  C.  Bailey. 

Elm  Grove,  Fishing  Creek,  Toisnot  and  Quankie,  newly 
constituted  churches,  were  received  at  this  time. 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  on  Associational  Mis- 
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sions,  and  the  missionaries  told  of  tlieir  work  and  tlie  desti- 
tution. 

Tlie  roll  of  dm  relies  was  called^  and  pledges  amounting 
to  $2,000.50  indicated  the  interest  of  the  delegates  in  this 
important  work.  A  contribution  of  $103.25  was  made  to 
State  Missions. 

The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  shows  that  the 
churches  had  sent  up  to  the  Association  in  cash  for  Associa- 
tional  Missions  $1,505.75,  for  State  Missions  $7.50,  for 
Foreign  Missions  $o4.29,  for  Sundav  Schools  $1.85,  total 
$1,658.84. 

Statistics  show  churches  40,  baptisms  410,  total  mem- 
bership 4,68 P),  Eecorders  taken  34. 

The  Sunday  School  statistics  show  27  churches  reporting 
Sunday  Schools,  and  22  churches  that  did  not  report.  In 
the  schools  reported  there  were  231  teachers,  and  1,677 
pupils.  Conoconary  reported  2  and  Maple  Springs  3  schools. 
N^one  of  them  reported  funds  contributed  during  the  year  to 
benevolence. 

Fifty-second  Anniversary. 

The  sessiou  of  1882  met  in  Littleton,  October  the  5th, 
and  continued  through  the  following  Sunday.  G.  M.  Duke 
preached  the  introductory  seruion  from  Komans  5:8,  9.  J. 
T.  Webb  was  re-elected  Modei-ator  and  A.  G.  Wilcox  Clerk 
and  Treasurer. 

Fifty-two  churches  reported  through  103  delegates.  In 
addition  to  these  20  preachers,  living  in  the  bounds  of  the 
Association,  were  in  attendance. 

Among  the  visitors  present  were  Elias  Dodson,  of  the 
Home  Mission  Board;  John  E.  Ray,  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary of  the  State  Convention ;  C.  T.  Bailey,  Editor  of  the 
Biblical  Recorder:  C.  E.  Taylor,  of  Wake  Forest  College; 
R.  11.  Marsh  and  J.  B.  Brewer. 

Washington,  Dawson  and  Alount  \'ernon,  newly  consti- 
tuted churches,  were  received. 

The  former  Historian  having  been  unable  to  compile  a 
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historv  of  the  Association,  Dr.  J.  D.  Hufliam  offered  the 
followiug  resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

''Resolved,  That  a  brother  be  appointed  Avhose  work  it 
shall  be  to  collect  material  for  a  history  of  this  body,  of  the 
churches  composing  it,  and  of  the  ministers,  now  gone  to 
their  reward,  who  have  lived  and  labored  within  its  Iwnnds." 
Elders  J.  D.  Hufham  and  Daniel  Wester  were  appointed 
to  do  this  work. 

Keport  on  Associational  Missions  shows  that  during  the 
year  thirteen  missionaries  labored  in  seven  counties  and  bap- 
tized eighty- five.  Also  that  five  houses  of  w^orship  were  in 
process  of  building,  and  one  had  been  finished. 

The  Finance  Committee  reported  $1,879.91  received,  of 
this  $1,G64.82  was  for  Associational  Missions.  A  cash  col- 
lection was  made  to  the  colored  school  in  Warrenton. 

The  52  churches  represented  in  this  body  reported  321 
baptisms,  and  a  total  membership  of  4,855,  and  $18,981.33 
raised  for  all  objects.  Of  the  52  churches  represented  only 
27  reported  Sunday  Schools. 

FiFTY-TIITRD  ANNIVERSARY. 

This  meeting  was  held  at  Rock  Spring,  embracing  the 
second  Sunday  in  October,  1883.  J.  W.  Hopkins  preached 
the  introductory  sermon  from  John  3  :2.  John  Watson  was 
Moderator,  and  A.  G.  Wilcox,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

The  newly  constituted  churches  at  Johns  Chapel  and 
Carmel  were  received. 

J.  ;M.  Mc^Ianaway,  afterwards  a  prominent  pastor  in 
the  Association,  was  present  for  the  first  time. 

Patrick  Crudup.  colored,  of  Shiloli  Church,  was  ordaine<l 
to  the  full  work  of  the  ministry. 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  shows  9  mission- 
aries, who  occupied  15  stations.  Three  houses  of  worship 
were  built  by  A.  G.  Wilcox,  who  has  been  the  greatest  church 
builder  in  the  Association.  Thomas  Carrick  organized  a 
church  and  built  a  house  of  worship  at  Pactolus.    R.  E. 
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Peele  organized  a  clmrcli  and  hnUt  a  house  of  worship  at 
Pantego.  G.  AV.  Coppedge  organized  one  church.  Inspired 
by  this  encouraging  report  the  delegates  pledged  $2,000.00 
to  Associational  Missions. 

Statistics:  Churches  54  in  nine  counties,  pastors  20,  bap- 
tized 281,  total  4,683,  churches  reporting  Sunday  Schools 
33. 

FirTY-FOLTRTII  ANNIVERSARY. 

From  October  the  9th  through  tlie  12th,  1884,  the  As- 
sociation was  in  session  at  Mount  Zion  Meeting  House. 
John  Watson  was  Moderator,  and  A.  G.  Wilcox,  Clerk  and 
Treasurer.  The  introductory  sermon  was  preached  by  C.  A. 
Woodson  from  John  14:14,  15. 

Social  Plaiiis,  a  newly  constituted  church  in  Franklin 
County,  was  received. 

Dr.  Hufham  read  an  inspiring  report  on  Associational 
Missions  showing  the  great  work  done  during  the  year,  and 
the  great  destitution  still  remaining. 

The  following  missions  had  been  occupied:  Turkey 
Branch,  Halifax,  Rocky  Mount,  Toisnot,  Battleboro,  Mar- 
tin County,  Pactolus,  Falkland,  Pantego,  Oregon  Mills, 
Fishing  Creek,  Johns  Chapel,  Free  Chapel,  and  Middle- 
burg.  The  following  preachers  had  sei*ved  the  Association 
as  missionaries:  A.  G.  Wilcox,  J.  T.  L\aich,  C.  A.  Wood- 
son, A.  D.  Cohen,  E.  E.  Peele,  G.  AV.  Xewell,  G.  AV.  Cop- 
pedge, R.  D.  Harper,  M.  A' .  McDuffee,  and  C.  A.  G.  Thomas. 
The  pledges  for  Associational  Missions  amounted  to  $1,- 
541.50. 

Instead  of  helping  individuals  preparing  for  the  minis- 
try, the  Association  decided  to  contribute  for  this  purpose, 
in  the  future,  through  the  Board  of  Education. 

Dr.  Hufham  offered  a  strong  resolution  favoring  the  es- 
tablishing of  a  Baptist  Orphanage.  After  considerable  dis- 
cussion a  substitute  referring  the  whole  matter  to  the  State 
Convention,  was  adopted.  The  State  Convention  refused 
to  endorse  the  movement,  whereupon  delegates  from  the 
Tar  River  Association  led  in  organizing  the  Baptist  Orphan- 
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agv!  Association,  which  estahlished  and  fostered  our  great 
orplianage  at  Thomasville. 

Statistics  this  year  show,  churches  54,  pastors  27,  bap- 
tized 285,  membership  4,951. 

FiFTV-riFTii  Anniversary. 

This  session  was  lield  at  Wilson,  beginning  Thursday,  Oc- 
tober tlie  8th,  1885,  and  continuing  through  the  following 
Sabl>ath. 

The  introductory  sermon  from  Romans  6  :23  was  preached 
by  G.  M.  Buke.  C.  M.  Cooke  was  Moderator,  and  A.  G. 
Wilcox,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

Mount  Hebron  and  Middleburg,  newly  constituted 
churches,  were  added  to  the  Association  at  this  time. 

T.  A.  Leslie,  of  Tarboro,  and  T.  J.  Taylor,  of  Warrenton, 
were  present  for  the  first  time^  and  were  welcomed  as  new 
pastors. 

The  Associational  Mission  report  shows  fourteen  points 
occupied  by  missionaries,  and  a  goodly  number  baptized. 
Pledges  for  this  object  amounted  to  $2,010.00. 

State,  Home  and  Foreign  Missions,  periodicals  and  Min- 
isterial Education  received  special  attention. 

A  strong  resolution,  endorsing  the  Baptist  Orphanage, 
was  unanimously  adopted.  J.  H.  Mills,  the  General  ]\fan- 
ager  of  the  Orphanage,  made  a  great  speech,  and  received 
a  liberal  cash  contribution.  This  indicates  wonderful  prog- 
ress in  one  year. 

A  resoluti(m  was  adopted  ])ledging  aid  to  the  payment  of 
the  Meuiorial  Church  at  Greenville. 

The  statistical  table  shows,  churches  54,  baptized  441, 
total  5,161.  Total  contributions  to  all  objects  during  the 
year  $15,007.97.  Churches  reporting  Sunday  Schools  38. 
Others  had  good  Sunday  Schools,  but  failed  to  report  them. 

This  is  the  last  time  that  the  venerable  Daniel  Wester  aj)- 
peared  in  the  Association.  He  was  an  uneducated  preacher, 
but  he  made  a  great  speech  in  behalf  of  Ministerial  Educa- 
tion. 
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Fifty-sixth  Anniversary. 

The  Association  held  its  fiftv-sixth  session  October  7-10,  . 
1886,  with  Browns  Church,  in  Warren  County.    A.  G.  Wil- 
cox preached  the  introductory  sermon  from  Matthew  9  :3r)-38. 
W.  E.  Bowers  was  Moderator,  and  A.  G.  Wilcox,  Clerk 
and  Treasurer. 

Among  the  visiting  brethren  w^ere  Dr.  C.  E.  Taylor,  of 
W^ake  Forest;  i^.  B.  Broughton,  of  the  Biblical  Recorder, 
and  T.  G.  Wood,  of  Murfreesboro. 

Pactolus,  Sharpsburg,  Nashville   and    Mount  Lebanon 
churches  were  received  into  fellowship. 

The  report  on  Associational  Missions  was  encouraging, 
and  $1,499.95  was  received  for  that  purpose. 

The  sum  of  $284.50  was  raised  for  Ministerial  Educa- 
tion and  the  Board  was  instructed  to  use  it  for  the  benefit 
of  W.  R.  Cullom,  M.  A.  Adams  and  L.  H.  Joyner  minis- 
terial students  at  Wake  Forest. 

A  spirited  discussion  on  the  place  of  the  next  meeting  be- 
tween Brethren  Hufham  and  Sledge  showed  the  folly  of 
strong  men  wasting  time,  strength  and-  influence  contending 
over  small  matters. 

There  was  also  a  battle  royal  between  Brethren  J.  D. 
Hufham,  Baylus  Cade,  J.  A.  Leslie  and  C.  A.  Woodson 
on  the  question  of  having  an  annual  report  on  temperance. 
Brethren  Cade  and  Leslie  favored  having  the  annual  re- 
port; Bretliren  Hufham  and  Woodson  opposed  it.  The  bat- 
tle was  ably  fouglit  to  the  finish,  and  since  then  the  Asso- 
ciation has  had  an  annual  report  on  temperance,  and  no  one 
has  objected  to  it. 

The  body  hud  become  so  large  that  the  necessity  for  di- 
viding it  was  apparent.  Therefore,  Dr.  Hufham'  offered  a 
resolution  looking  to  this  end,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted ;  but  the  churches  w^ere  so  bound  together  that  twen- 
ty-one years  passed  away  before  the  resolution  was  car- 
ried into  effect,  and  the  Association  divided. 

An  obituary  setting  forth  the  life  and  labors,  the  virtues 
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and  striking  peculiarities  of  the  late  Elder  Daniel  Wester 
was  adopted. 

The  statistical  table  shows  58  churches,  reporting  567 
baptisms,  a  total  membership  of  5,578,  and  contributions 
amounting  to  $17,937.18.  Only  40  churches  reported  Sun- 
day Schools. 


CHAPTER  IX. 


FiFTY-SEVE XT [ r  Ax XI VERSAEY. 

In  1887  the  Association  held  its  fiftj-seventh  session  with 
Samaria  Chnrcli,  in  Xash  Conntj^  commencing  Tuesday, 
October  the  4th,  and  continuing  through  Thursday.  G.  J. 
Dowel  1  preached  the  introductory  sermon  from  Jeremiah 
8 :22.  AV.  E.  Bowers  was  chosen  Moderator,  and  A.  G. 
Wilcox,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

Sulphur  Springs,  Enterprise  and  Bethel,  newly  consti- 
tuted churches,  w^ere  received. 

Brethren  j^.  B.  Broughton,  representing  State  Missions, 
and  C.  T.  Bailey,  in  the  interest  of  the  Biblical  Eecorder, 
were  present  and  contributed  largely  to  the  interest  of  the 
meeting. 

Dr.  Ilufham  read  the  report  on  Associational  Missions, 
which  he  and  Brother  Cade  ably  discussed.  The  report 
shows  fourteen  missionaries  kept  on  the  field  at  an  expense 
of  $1, 135.00.  Nearly  100  persons  had  been  baptized,  and 
good  progress  had  been  made,  but  the  appalling  destitution 
called  for  increasing  effort.  Cash  on  hand,  to  be  used  by 
the  Association  in  its  bounds  in  1888,  $1,594.81.  Pledges 
to  be  paid  at  the  next  Association  amounting  to  $1,090.50. 

At  this  session  the  Association  raised  in  cash  and  pledges, 
for  the  various  enterprises  of  the  denomination  $1,852.40. 

Great  speeches  were  made  on  Associational  Missions  and 
the  Orphanage  by  Brethren  Hufham,  Cade,  Bailey,  Brough- 
ton, Leslie,  Duke  and  others. 

The  report  on  obituaries  mentioned  the  death  of  Brother 
Mark  Duke,  a  member  of  Beedy  Creek  Church,  who  had 
long  been  identified  with  the  Association.  He  was  the 
honored  father  of  the  beloved  George  M.  Duke,  and  was  a 
jTtominent  citizen  and  a  devout  Christian. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  expressing  sympathy  with  Broth- 
er J.  T.  Webb  on  account  of  the  serious  illness  which  kept 
him  from  attending  that  session  of  the  Association.  Brother 
Webb  served  the  Association  as  Moderator  for  several  terms. 


Dr.  J.  D.  Hufham;  seated,  riftht.  Rev.  G.  M.  Duke  (Moderator 
ten  years);  standinj*.  Dr.  T.  J.  Taylor 


TAR    RIVER  HISTORY 


71 


He  was  one  of  our  most  progressive,  liberal,  and  liii^hly 
esteemed  bretlireu. 

The  62  churches  reported  438  baptisms,  and  a  total  ixiem- 
bership  of  5,978,  and  had  contributed  during  the  year  $15,- 
861.83. 

Mount  Olivet  Church  was  dismissed  to  join  the  Central 
Association. 

Out  of  the  62  churches  only  50  reported  Sunday  Schools. 

Fifty-eighth  Anniversaky. 

On  the  11th  of  October,  1888,  the  Association  met  with 
Maple  Springs  Church,  and  held  a  four  days'  session.  Owing 
to  inclement  weather,  the  delegates  were  late  in  assembling, 
and  the  introductory  sermon  was  not  preached.  Religious 
exercises  were  conducted  by  J.  W.  Wildman.  Letters  from 
the  churches  were  read,  and  the  names  of  delegates  en- 
rolled, according  to  the  custom  then  prevailing.  W.  E. 
Bowers  was  re-elected  Moderator,  and  A.  G.  Wilcox,  Clerk 
and  Treasurer. 

The  Biblical  Recorder  was  represented  by  C.  T.  Bailey, 
State  Missions  by  C.  Durham*,  Ministerial  Education  by 
John  Mitchell,  and  Professor  Hobgood  was  present  in  the 
interest  of  Oxford  Female  College.  P.  H.  Pinnell  was  pres- 
ent representing  the  Orphanage. 

The  report  on  Associational  Missions  was  read  by  Dr. 
Hufham,  showing  that  fifteen  men  had  labored  in  various 
parts  of  the  Association.  God  richly  blessed  their  labors, 
and  more  than  100  persons  were  baptized  by  them,  and 
there  were  good  prospects  for  organizing  several  churches. 

Letters  from  the  churches  re}x>rted  that  a  large  number 
of  faithful  brethren  and  sisters  had  died  during  the  year. 
They  had  served  faithfully  and  had  entered  into  rest. 

Especial  notice  was  called  to  the  death  of  J.  T.  Webb, 
formerly  ^foderator  of  the  Association,  and  always  ready 
for  all  good  works.  When  the  Lord  called  him,  he  was 
ready,  saying,  ^'It  will  l>e  so  sweet  to  rest  when  we  get 
home.'' 
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The  report  on  Sunday  Schools  was  encouraging;  indeed, 
our  churches  were  making  progress  in  every  department  of 
denominational  work.  This  larger  progress  began  with  the 
great  movement  in  Associational  Missions  in  1878.  Since 
then  the  membershi])  of  the  churches  had  more  than  doubled. 
In  the  ten  years,  ending  with  this  session  of  the  Associa- 
tion, the  churches  had  made  greater  progress  than  in  tlie 
forty-eight  years  preceding  1878. 

The  Minutes  show  GO  churches,  delegates  present  lO-t, 
baptized  421,  total  members  6,072,  whole  amount  raised 
during  the  year  for  home  expenses  and  benevolence  $15,- 
882.60.  Forty-nine  churches  reported  53  Sunday  Schools 
with  an  attendance  of  3.507. 

FiFTY-NTNTir  Anniversary. 

The  Association  met  w^itli  the  church  at  Gardners,  Thurs- 
day, October  the  10th,  1889,  and  closed  Saturday  after- 
noon. The  introductory  seraion  was  preached  by  George 
M.  Duke  from  Matthew  25:21.  It  was  one  of  the  greatest 
sermons  of  this  great  preacher.  W.  E.  Bowers  was  re- 
elected Moderator,  and  A.  G.  Wilcox,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

Distinguished  visitors  present  were  Brethren  C.  Durham, 
J.  S.  Dill,  John  Mitchell  and  C.  T.  Bailey. 

The  colored  church  at*  Shiloh  was  granted  a  letter  to  join 
another  association.  This  church  had  been  for  more  than 
twenty  years  an  honored  member  of  the  lx)dy,  and  in  leaving 
carried  with  it  the  loving  esteem  and  best  wishes  of  the 
brethren. 

The  Associational  Mission  ;report  showed  missionaries 
16,  points  occupied  27,  baptisms  160,  houses  of  worship 
completed  3.  The  destitution  great,  and  the  outlook  en- 
couraging. 

The  statistics  show  churches  60,  reporting  303  persons 
baptized,  and  a  total  membership  of  5,567.  The  contribu- 
tions for  the  past  year  amounted  to  $16,640.37. 
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SixTj ET ir  An xi versary. 

This  session  was  lield  with  the  Memorial  Church  in 
Greenville,  October  0-12,  1S90.  A  service  of  ])raise  was 
led  by  Dr.  K.  D.  Fleming. 

The  G;3  churches  reported  throngh  73  delegates.  W.  E. 
Bowers  was  Moderator^  and  A.  G.  Wilcox,  Clerk  and  Treas- 
urer. 

Instead  of  an  introductory  sermon,  Dr.  T.  E.  Skinner 
delivered,  on  the  first  night  of  the  session,  an  able  address: 
'^On  Fifty  Years  of  Convention  Life,  or  What  Our  Fathers 
Believed  and  Preached.'' 

The  Minutes  indicate  that  during  the  year  the  Associa- 
tion eni})loyed  14  missionaries,  at  various  points  in  its 
bounds,  at  an  expense  of  $1,155.93.  Pledges  to  be  paid 
at  the  next  Association  amounted  to  $1,530.50. 

The  church  at  Crockers  Chapel  was  received. 

Dr.  Fleming  made  a  strong  report  on  the  Orphanage, 
and  delivered  an  able  address  on  that  subject.  Further 
consideration  of  the  Orphanage  was  postponed  until  Sunday 
afternoon,  when  the  greatest  Orphanage  meeting  ever  held 
in  the  Association  was  led  by  Brother  Cade,  who,  after 
several  others  had  spoken,  made,  perhaps,  the  greatest  ad- 
dress of  11  is  life.  Great  enthusiasm  was  created  for  the 
Orphanage. 

On  Sunday  morning  the  Memorial  Church,  in  which  the 
Association  was  holding  its  sessions,  was  dedicated.  Dr. 
Thomas  11.  Pritchard  preached  the  dedicatory  sermon,  and 
Dr.  Thomas  E.  Skinner  led  in  the  prayer  of  dedication.  It 
was  a  great  occasion,  celebrating  sixty  years  of  organized 
Baptist  effort  in  Xorth  Carolina. 

The  statistics  show:  Churches  63,  pastors  21,  baptized 
372,  total  number  of  members  9,828,  total  expenditures 
$16,469.05. 

Fifty  churches  reported  Sunday  Schools. 
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SlXTY-lIKST  AXNIVERSAKV. 

The  Association  met  in  Warrenton,  Thursday,  the  8th  of 
October.  1S91,  and  continued  through  the  following  Sun- 
day. The  opening  sermon  was  preached  from  Eomans  8  :41 
by  W.  B.  Morton.  It  was  a  strong  sermon  and  made  a 
profound  impression.  Brother  W.  A.  Montgomery  wel- 
comed tlie  body  in  a  way  that  made  everyone  feel  at  home. 
G.  M.  Duke  responded  in  a  very  happy  manner. 

Henderson,  Hobgood  and  Macon  churches  were  received. 

Among  visitors  present  were  Dr.  C.  T.  Bailey,  Editor 
of  the  Biblical  Recorder ;  C.  A.  Woodson,  representing  Aged 
Ministers'  Board;  J.  H.  Mills,  General  Manager  of  the 
Orphanage,  and  Professor  Lanneau,  of  Wake  Forest  Col- 
lege. 

The  first  decided  movement  made  by  the  Association  on 
Foreign  Missions  was  at  this  session.  A.  D.  Hunter  read 
a  short  but  strong  report,  and  he  and  R.  VanDeventer  made 
able  addresses  on  the  subject.  Foreign  mission  sentiment 
had  been  growing  in  the  churches  for  some  time,  and  some 
of  them  had  instructed  their  delegates  to  make  specific 
pledges  for  that  purpose.  When  the  roll  was  called  the  dele- 
gates pledged  $597  to  be  paid  during  the  next  year  to  For- 
eign Missions. 

An  interesting  program  to  celebrate  tlie  Centennial  of 
Modern  ^lissions  was  provided  for  the  next  session. 

The  report  on  Associational  Missions  showed  that  eleven 
brethren  had  been  at  work  in  various  parts  of  the  Associa- 
tion, and  had  baptized  about  100  people.  Several  churches 
had  been  organized,  and  houses  of  worship  were  either  com- 
}>lcted,  or  were  in  process  of  building.  The  delegates 
pledged  for  Associational  Missions  $1,327.50,  to  be  paid 
at  the  next  Association.  The  Association  resolved  that  in 
the  future  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  on  Asso- 
ciational ]\rissions  shall  include  a  tabulated  statement  of 
the  work  done  by  the  missionaries,  and  the  amounts  ex- 
pended upon  the  several  fields. 

Informing  and  inspiring  reports  were  made  on  Periodicals, 
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Aged  Ministers'  Kelief^  the  Orphanage,  Ministerial  Edu- 
cation, Home  Missions  and  Sunday  Schools,  and  plans  de- 
vised for  greater  efficiency  in  every  department  of  denomi- 
national work. 

The  Minutes  show  66  churches,  reporting  370  baptisms, 
a  total  membership  of  5,984,  and  expenditures  amounting 
to  $21,674.48.  There  were  54  churches  reporting  59  Sun- 
day Schools. 

SiXTY'SECOND  ANNIVERSARY. 

October  the  5th,  1892,  the  Association  met  in  Louisburg. 
The  sermon  was  preached  by  G.  J.  Dowell  from  Matthew 
24:44.  W.  E.  Bowers  was  Moderator,  and  A.  G.  Wilcox, 
Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

Gethsemane,  Stanhope,  Eagles,  Castalia,  and  Tar  River 
Springs,  newly  constituted  churches,  were  added  to  the 
body. 

Brethren  Cade  and  Ilyland,  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  were 
with  us.  Brother  Cade  had  been  pastor  in  Louisburg  and 
prominent  in  the  meetings  of  the  Association.  J.  C.  Cad- 
dell  of  the  Ijiblical  Recorder,  W.  R.  Gwaltney  of  the  Board 
of  Education,  C.  A..  Woodson  for  Aged  Ministers'  Relief 
Board,  C.  Durham  in  the  interest  of  State  Missions,  J.  B. 
Boone  for  Female  College,  and  W.  C.  ^^owell  of  the  Ra- 
leigh Association,  were  with  us. 

C.  ^r.  Cooke  welcomed  the  body  in  his  own  inimitable 
wa\^  and  R.  VanDoventer  responded  in  behalf  of  the  As- 
sociation. 

A  collection  was  taken  for  the  Orphanage  amounting  to 
$546.04  in  cash  and  pledges. 

The  report,  on  Associational  ^Missions  showed  encourag- 
ing progre.ss.  There  were  36  missions  occupied  by  14  mis- 
sionaries, who  had  baptized  127  persons.  The  work  had 
been  carried  on  at  an  expenditure  of  $1,448.65. 

Some  may  be  surprised  that  such  a  large  part  of  the  ses- 
sions of  the  Association  was  devoted  to  Associational  Mis- 
sions, but  it  was  for  this  work  that  the  Association  was  or- 
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ganized.  It  took  the  brethren  nearly  fifty  years  to  reach 
the  point  wliere  they  could  undertake  to  do  this  work  in  a 
large  way.  In  addition  to  this,  the  associational  work  was 
educational,  designed  to  train  the  brotherhood  up  to  the  point 
where  they  could  lift  up  their  eyes  and  look,  and  see  the 
whole  wide  world  as  the  field,  and  themselves  as  the  willing 
workers,  obeying  the  Master's  command,  ^"Go!"  l\[uch  at- 
tention has  also  been  given  to  the  Or])hanage,  because  it  is 
the  child  of  the  Association. 

In  connection  with  the  report  on  Home  and  Foreign  Mis- 
sions, the  program  pi-epared  the  year  before  to  celebrate 
the  centennial  year  of  missions  Avas  carried  out. 

Brother  Walter  A.  Montgomery,  of  AVarrenton,  delivered 
an  able  address  on  ''The  School  as  an  Adjunct  of  Mission 
Work."  This  address,  which  was  higlily  commended,  was 
published  in  the  Biblical  Recorder. 

Dr.  B.  Cobb,  in  speaking  on  ''Woman's  Work  in  Mis- 
sions,'' used  some  expressions  that  ]jrovoked  a  lively  and 
spirited  discussion  between  Brethren  Gwaltney  and  Cade  on 
the  scripturahiess  of  women's  is])eaking  in  mixed  assemblies. 
This  battle  royal  lasted  for  about  a  half  an  hour,  and,  oh, 
how  the  sparks  did  fly!  Finally  the  battle  was  brought  to 
an  end  by  the  request  of  Miss  Fannie  Heck,  delivered  by 
Brother  Vann,  that  the  brethren  discontinue  this  discussion. 

The  Report  on  Obituaries  mentioned  the  death  of  Brother 
O.  C.  Farrar,  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  church  in  Tarboro. 
He  had  just  completed  a  beautiful  house  of  worship  for  the 
Tarboro  Church  at  a  cost  of  $8,000.00,  and  left  it  to  the 
church  on  condition  that  it  pay  for  the  land  on  which  the 
house  stood.  Death  came  unexpectedly  to  him,  but  it  found 
him  ready. 

Sister  Mamie  Day  Williams  and  Sister  Martha  Alexander 
Simmons,  elect  ladies  of  the  church  in  Williamston,  died 
during  the  year.  It  was  through  the  untiring  efforts  of 
Sister  Simmons  that  tlie  church  in  Williamston  was  built. 
These  sisters  spent  their  lives  in  the  Master's  service.  Every- 
where their  presence  was  a  benediction. 

At  this  time  the  Association  numbered  70  churches  with 
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a  membership  of  6,381^  of  these  536  had  been  baptized 
during  the  year.  The  churches  had  raised  during  the  year 
$18,076.55.  Sunday  Schools,  with  an  attendance  of  4,140, 
were  reported  by  57  churches. 

Sixty-third  Anniversary. 

The  Association  met  with  Philadelphia  Church,  October 
the  5th,  1893.  A  cordial  welcome  was  extended  to  dele- 
gates and  visitors  by  G.  Duke,  pastor  of  the  church.  W. 
E.  Bowers  was  re-elected  Moderator,  and  A.  G.  Wilcox, 
Clerk  and  Treasurer.  The  custom  of  preaching  missionary 
and  denominational  sermons  was  abolished.  The  introduc- 
tory sermon  was  preached  by  J.  W.  Powell  from  John 
21:22. 

Stony  Creek  Church  was  received  into  the  body  at  this 
time. 

Among  the  visitors.  Brother  C.  C.  E'e\vton,  a  missionary 
to  Africa  was  present. 

The  old  method  of  reading  the  letters  from  the  churches 
was  abolished  by  a  resolution  which  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

The  report  on  Associational  Missions  indicated  great 
destitution,  faithful  work,  and  cheering  I'esults.  This  work 
had  been  carried  on  at  an  expense  of  $1,171.60.  Pledges  to 
be  paid  at  the  next  annual  meeting  amounted  to  $965.00. 
Brother  C.  Durham,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Bap- 
tist State  Convention,  made  a  thrilling  talk  on  State  Mis- 
sions. 

After  an  earnest  talk  on  the  Orphanage  by  Brother  J. 
H.  Mills  the  Association  raised  in  cash  and  pledges  $127.00, 
and  in  pledges  120  pairs  of  shoes. 

In  the  report  on  Obituaries  mention  is  made  of  Elder 
R.  D.  Harper,  a  faithful  minister  of  the  gospel;  and  also 
of  the  death  of  Brethren  F.  R.  Perry,  of  Mapleville,  and 
J.  G.  Shields,  of  Scotland  ^^eck.  These  were  faithful  and 
true  brethren,  who  fought  a  good  fight,  and  finished  their 
course  with  joy. 
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Statistics:  Churches  TO,  delegates  14-3,  pastors  25,  bap- 
tized 404,  total  membership  6,621,  expenditures  $17,084.01. 
Churches  reporting  Sunday  Schools  56,  with  an  attendance 
of  4,286. 


CHAPTER  X. 


SlXTY  FOUKTll    An  XIVEKSAIIY. 

The  sixty-fourtli  session  was  held  in  Scodand  Xeck,  cojn- 
mencing  on  Thursday,  October  the  9th^  1894,  and  closed  the 
following  Sunday  night.  Owing  to  the  indisposition  of  the 
preacher,  the  introductory  sermon  was  postjwned  until  night, 
at  which  time  Brother  W.  E.  ^lorton  preached  from  Joshua 
13:1,  Numbers  13:30,  Isaiah  54:2.  It  was  a  good  ser- 
mon. 

On  account  of  high  w^ater,  a  very  small  delegation  was  in 
attendance.  Probably  not  more  than  half  of  those  whose 
names  were  finally  enrolled  were  present  at  the  first  session. 
IST.  L.  Shaw  w^as  elected  Moderator,  and  A.  G.  Wilcox,  Clerk 
and  Treasurer. 

Among  the  visiting  brethren  w^ere  Revs.  A.  L.  Stough 
and  R.  D.  Carroll,  of  the  Atlantic  Association;  Prof.  J. 
B.  Brewer,  of  Chowan  Female  Institute  and  West  Chowan 
Association. 

The  church  at  Tillery  w^as  received  into  the  Association 
at  this  time. 

The  reports  read  indicated  progi-ess,  but,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Associational  Missions  and  the  Orphanage,  the  prog- 
ress was  not  very  great. 

Among  the  deaths  reported  special  mention  w^as  made 
of  Brother  L.  B.  Allen,  of  Louisburg,  and  B.  I).  Gray,  of 
Scotland  N'eck.  These  brethren  were  tried  and  true.  Among 
the  large  number  of  sisters  who  died  during  the  year  special 
mention  was  made  of  Sisters  Catherine  Allen  and  G.  W. 
Harmon,  of  Weldon,  who  died  in  the  faith. 

As  u.sual.  special  aitontion  was  given  to  Associational 
Missions.  The  work  seemed  to  be  progressing,  opportuni- 
ties were  increasing,  and  the  necessity  for  increasing  tlio 
force  of  workers  was  apparent  to  all. 

In  connection  with  the  report  on  xVssociational  Missions 
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the  following  letter  was  read  from'  Dr.  Ilufhaiii,  who  \\i\A 
for  many  years  been  the  great  leader  of  the  Tar  Ki\'er 
forces : 

Shelby,  Tuesday  P.  M. 

To  the  Tar  River  Association: 

Beloved  Brethren:  For  the  first  time  in  seventeen  years  I  can- 
not greet  you  in  your  annual  gathering  or  have  part  in  your  de- 
liberations. It  is  a  sore  grief  to  me  that  I  cannot  be  with  you. 
The  best  years  of  my  life  have  been  spent  within  your  bounds; 
the  best  and  hardest  work  that  I  have  ever  performed  has  been 
given  to  the  task  of  enlarging  your  borders  and  building  up  your 
interests.  To  have  enjoyed  the  love  and  shared  the  cooperation 
of  many  now  passed  into  the  skies,  and  of  the  great  rest  still 
working  and  waiting  for  the  crown,  makes  me  feel  that  I  hav3 
not  lived  wholly  in  vain.  Very  sweet  to  me  has  been  your  com- 
panionship. As  I  recall  some  of  your  annual  sessions  it  is  easier 
for  me  to  believe  what  the  Scriptures  tell  of  the  joys  and  glories 
of  the  redeemed  in  heaven.  I  had  hoped  that  I  might  lay  down 
my  armor  among  you,  and  that  my  ashes  might  be  laid  to  rest 
amid  the  scenes  of  my  most  arduous  work  and  near  to  those  who 
are  dearer  to  me  than  life  itself.  But  our  God  has  ordered  an- 
other lot  for  me.  I  shall  probably  never  meet  with  you  again. 
The  blessing  of  God  which  maketh  rich,,  and  He  addeth  no  sorrow 
therewith,  rest  upon  you  and  make  this  session  the  most  memora- 
ble one  of  all  your  history. 

Very  glorious  hath  been  your  record  for  nearly  twenty  years. 
To  recount  the  work  is  like  taking  some  chapters  out  of  the  Acts 
of  the  Apostles.  It  has  no  parallel  in  our  denominational  history. 
It  has  not  only  changed  many  parts  of  your  own  territory  into  a 
"Beulah  land,"  but  it  has  also  given  a  quickening  impulse  to  every 
department  of  Baptist  work  in  the  State.  It  has  been  of  the  Lord, 
and  so  you  have  been  able  to  carry  the  work  forward  in  good 
years  and  bad  years  alike. 

My  heart's  desire  and  prayer  to  God  for  you  is,  that  you  may 
undertake  even  more  this  year  than  you  have  done  for  several 
years.  To  give  up  the  work  now,  or  even  to  fall  back  in  your 
efforts,  would  be  sad  indeed.  I  believe  that  we  are  on  the  eve  oi 
returning  prosperity.  The  way  to  secure  it  and  to  prepare  for  it 
is  to  be  faithful  in  the  Lord's  cause. 

Beloved  brethren,  elders  and  messengers,  the  time  is  short;  your 
work  will  soon  be  over.  What  you  do  must  be  done  quickly.  Plan 
large  things  for  th;  ^..ord  and  it  shall  be  a  "^oy  to  you,  living  or 
dying. 
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Suffer  this  word  of  exhortation  from  one  now  far  away,  wTio 
loves  you  tenderly.    You  are  in  his  heart  to  live  and  to  die. 
The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  be  with  you  all.. 

J.  D.  HUFHAM. 

The  Executive  Committee  asked  for  $2,000.00  to  be  5ised 
in  the  bounds  of  the  Association.  The  delegates  pledged 
$1,465.20  for  that  purpose. 

The  Constitution  and  Rules  of  Decorum  were  revised. 

The  office  of  Vice-Moderator  was  created,  and  Jud*ie  E. 
AV.  Timberlake  was  chosen  to  fill  it. 

The  ^linutes  show  70  churches,  represented  by  90  dele- 
gates, and  30  pastors.  The  total  membership  was  0,795,  of 
whom  313  were  baptized  during  the  year,  and  the  cluirclies 
had  raised  for  all  purposes  $20,567.10.  There  were  56 
churches  reporting  Sunday  Schools,  with  a  total  attendance 
of  3,891. 

Stxt  v-fifth  Axk"iveesary. 

On  the  9  th  of  October,  1895,  the  Association  convened 
in  Wilson.  The  associational  sermon  was  preached  at  7 :30 
P.  ]\r.  by  W.  V.  Savage  from  Matthew  13:33.  It  is  the 
custom,  when  we  meet  in  a  town,  to  have  the  introductory 
sermon  preached  on  .the  evening  of  the  first  day.  'N.  L. 
Shaw  was  re-elected  Moderator,  and  A.  G.  Wilcox,  Clerk 
and  Treasurer. 

Brother  C.  W.  Ivey,  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  Brother  McLaurin,  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
were  invited  to  seats  in  the  body. 

Several  prominent  brethren  from  other  associations  were 
present. 

The  cliurcli  at  Plymouth  was  received  from  the  Cliowan 
Association  and  tlie  newly  constituted  churches  at  Poanoke 
Papids,  Bethlehem  and  ISTorth  Pocky  Mount  were  also  re- 
ceived. 

Brother  G.  ]\f.  Duke  brought  a  message  of  fraternal  greet- 
ing from  Brother  William  Cooper,  who,  on  account  of  the 
infirmities  of  age  never  expected  to  meet  with  the  Associa- 
tion again.   On  motion  of  Brother  Vann,  speci-al  prayer  was 
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offered  in  Brother  Cooper's  behalf,  and  Brother  Duke  was 
appointed  to  respond  to  his  loving  message  on  behalf  of  tlie 
Association. 

Mission  work  in  the  bounds  of  the  Association  was  ren- 
dered at  various  ])oints  by  nine  faithfnl  missionaries.  God 
ricldy  blessed  their  labors  in  the  conversion  and  baptism  of 
a  goodly  number.  The  field  presented  many  difficulties,  but 
tlie  outlook  was  encouraging. 

The  Minntes  record  75  churches,  1  i'2  delegates,  31  ]\'is- 
tors.  341  baptisms,  (),491  members,  and  $21,116.01  expendi- 
tures. Sunday  Schools  were  reported  by  o3  churches.  The 
attendance  was  4,201. 

SixTY-sixTJT  Anniversary. 

The  Association  met  with  Popular  Springs  Cliurcli, 
Franklin  County,  October  7,  8,  1S9().  The  introductory 
sermon  was  preached  by  J.  A.  McKaughan  from  1  Timothy 
6:12  and  Judges  3:33. 

i^.  L.  Shaw  Avas  IModerator,  E.  E.  Hilliard,  Vice-Mod- 
erator; A.  G.  Wilcox,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

Among  the  visitors  were  J.  B.  Boone  and  Ivey  Allen, 
from  the  Orphanage. 

The  new  pastors  who  had  settled  in  the  Association  dur- 
ing the  year  were  J.  A.  Rood,  B.  G.  Kendrick,  J.  T.  Ed- 
mundson,  J.  O.  Alderman,  and  E.  D.  Wells.  The  Modera- 
tor extended  to  these  brethren  a  cordial  welcome,  and  each 
of  them  responded  in  a  brief  address. 

The  reports  from  tlie  churches  show  that  but  little  inter- 
est had  been  taken  in  relieving  aged  ministers,  only  about 
one-half  of  a  cent  per  member  had  been  contributed  to  this 
object  during  the  year. 

The  new  churches  at  Halifax  and  Marmaduke  were  re- 
ceived. 

-  Brethren  J.  B.  Boone  and  B.  VanDeventer  spoke  in  be- 
■half  of  the  Orphanage,  and  a  coHoction  was  taken  for  the 
purpose  amounting  to  $208.08. 

Stirring  addresses  were  made  on  Associational  Missions 
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bv  various  liretlireu.  T.  T.  Taylor  closed  tlie  discussion,  and 
called  for  pledges.  The  response  was  liberal,  anioiniting  to 
$1,617.71.  Mucb  entlnisiasm  prevailed,  and  at  the  close, 
"Praise  God  From  AVliom  All  Blessing-s  Flow,"  was  snng, 
and  a  prayer  of  thanksgiving-  was  offered. 

About  the  time  the  collection  was  closed  Dr.  J.  D.  ITuf- 
ham',  who  had  been  working  in  another  association  for  sev- 
eral years,  entered  the  house,  and  was  joyfully  received  by 
the  brethren. 

The  Sunday  School  report  shows  62  churches  reporting 
Sunday  Schools,  with  470  officers  and  teachers,  and  o.7ol 
scholars,  T.nese  schools  raised  nearly  $1,000.00  for  the 
different  objects  of  the  Convention. 

R.  G.  Kendrick's  report  on  Periodicals  w^as  one  of  the 
best  ever  read  in  the  x\ssociation  on  that  subject. 

At  the  close  of  the  discussion  on  AFinisterial  Education 
$217.50  was  raised  for  that  pui-^wse. 

Among  those  who  had  died  during  the  year  special  at- 
tention was  Ciilled  to  Pevs.  G.  AV.  Harmon  and  J.  G.  Bark- 
ley. 

Erotlier  Harmon  Avas  a  native  of  Davidson  County.  He 
was  a  cultured  Christian  gentleman,  and  a  preacher  of  de- 
cided ability.  He  liad.  occupied  various  important  places  in 
this  State  and  in  South  Carolina.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  the  beloved  pastor  of  AVeldon  and  Gardners  churches. 

Brother  J.  G.  Barkley  was  one  of  the  oldest  ministers  in 
the  Association.  He  was  contemporary  Avith  Thomas  Wil- 
cox, Thomas  Crocker,  Patrick  H.  Smith,  R.  W.  Delbrige, 
and  'N.  A.  Purefoy.  He  was  a  good  preacher,  and  during 
his  ministry  served  several  churches  as  pastor,  and  I'ondered 
valuable  service  in  protracted  meetings. 

The  Minutes  record  77  churches,  460  baptisms,  and  7,084- 
members. 

SiXTY-SKVENTIT  AnNIVEKSARY. 

The  sixty-seventli  session  of  the  Association  was  held  with 
Stony  Creek  Church,  N'ash  County,  October  5-7,  1897.  R. 
G.  Kendrick  preached  the   introductory    sermon    from  2 
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Thess.  2:ir,  L.  8ha\v  wa^  Moderator,  W.  E.  Bowers, 

Vice-Moderator,  aud  A.  G.  A\'ileox,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

The  nev/ly  constituted  cliurcli  at  Carey's  Chapel,  Vance 
Count Y.  was  received  into  fellowship. 

Forest  Smith,  of  Louisburc:,  A.  W.  Setzer,  of  Greenville, 
and  W.  H.  Reddish,  of  Wilson,  were  received  as  new  pas- 
tors by  the  ^loderator  and  Brethren. 

'  Reports  on  Periodicals,  State  Missions,  Home  Missions, 
Foreign  Missions,  Ministerial  Education,  Sunday  Scliools 
and  Teuiperance  rang  clear  and  true,  and  called  the  bretliren 
to  increased  efl'orts  along  these  lines.  Reports  on  Associa- 
tional  Missions  and  the  Orphanage  were  cheering. 

During  the  year  missionary  work  in  the  bounds  of  the 
Association  had  l)een  richly  blessed.  Many  conversions  and 
baptisms  were  reported,  and  the  brethren  were  encouraged 
to  go  forward.  Pledges  to  suj^port  this  work  amounting  to 
$1,602.00  were  made.  The  report  on  the  Orphanage  was 
prepared  and  read  by  Dr.  R.  D.  Fleming  of  Warrenton,  who 
wrote  tlie  first  article  which  led  to  tlie  founding  of  the  Or- 
phanage. It  was  packed  full  of  valuable,  practical  informa- 
tion, and  closed  with  an  appeal  to  enlarge  the  plant,  so  as 
to  supply  the  need.  A  cash  collection  was  taken  amounting 
to  $41.45.  This  was  Dr.  Fleming's  last  appearance  in 
the  Association.  Before  the  next  session  convened  he  had 
gone  to  serve  the  ]Master  in  a  higher  station. 

Several  churches  re})orted  the  death  of  valuable  members, 
whom  it  was  hard  to  give  up,  but  the  Master  wanted  them, 
and  they  are  now  doubtless  sei'ving  Him  day  and  night  in 
His  Temple. 

The  Minnies  give  churche-^  7S,  pastors  30,  baptized  47S, 
total  7,375,  expenditures  $1^,400.10.  There  were  69 
churches  that  reported  a  total  of  71  Sunday  Schools,  with 
an  attendance  of  6,696. 

S rXT Y-ETCrTTT IT  A NNI VERS A"R Y. 

The  Association  met  with  the  church  at  Weldon,  Oc- 
tol>er  4-6,  1898.    X.  L.  Shaw  was  re-elected  Moderator,  W. 
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E.  Bowers,  Vicc-]\roderator,  A.  G.  Wilcox,  Clerk  and  Treas- 
urer, and  J.  D.  Ilnfliam,  Historian. 

A  goodly  number  of  distinguished  brethren  were  present. 
Among  them  were  eTohn  iMitchell  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
J.  E.  White  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  O.  L.  Stringfield,  rep- 
resenting the  Eemale  University,  W.  R.  Cullom  of  Wake 
Forest  College,  F.  P.  Ilobgood  of  Oxford  Female  Seminary, 
and  J.  W.  Bailey,  Editor  of  the  Biblical  Recorder. 

Cordial  addresses  of  welcome  were  delivered  by  B.  G. 
Kendrick,  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  O.  Ryder,  pas- 
tor of  the  Methodist  Church,  in  behalf  of  their  churches. 
Dr.  Vann  fittingly  responded  to  these  addresses.  The  ad- 
dress of  welcome  by  Pastor  Kendrick  was  requested  for 
publication  in  the  Minutes,  and  as  it  is  a  paper  of  historic 
value,  it  is  introduced  into  the  story  of  the  Association  at 
this  place. 

ADDRESS  OF  WELCOME. 

(Delivered  by  Pastor  R.  G.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  of  Weldon,  to  the  dele- 
gates and  visitors  to  the  recent  session  of  the  Tar  River  Associa- 
tion.) 

Brother  Moderator  and  Brethren  and  Sisters  of  the  Tar  River 
Association: — As  pastor  of  this  church  it  becomes  my  pleasant 
duty  and  coveted  privilege  on  behalf  of  my  church  and  congrega- 
tion to  extend  to  you,  one  and  all,  visitors  and  delegates,  a  most 
hearty  welcome.  For  twelve  months  we  have  been  living  and 
working  in  high  anticipation  of  your  coming,  and  we  hail  your 
presence  with  unspeakable  joy  and  ecstatic  deligh.t.  And  we  trust 
that  each  moment  of  your  sojourn  among  us  will  give  you  new 
proof  of  the  unfeigned  happiness  that  your  presence  brings. 

This  is  a  red-letter  day  with  us — a  day  of  great  rejoicing.  That 
feeling  of  complacency  which  follows  as  the  inevitable  result  ot 
patient  toil  and  loving  service;  and  that  exultant  spirit  which  is 
born  only  of  a  consciousness  of  glorious  achievements,  comes  over 
us  and  fills  our  hearts  as  we  greet  you  this  afternoon.  You  have 
met  on  the  border  of  that  section  of  our  State  which  has  been, 
and  much  of  which  is  still,  missionary  ground  for  Baptists,  where 
Baptists  have  had  to  contend  against  opposition  from  without  and 
indifference  within  for  every  inch  of  the  ground  they  now  occupy. 
It  is  in  this  section  that  they  have  been  "a  sect  everywhere 
spoken  against."    It  is  here  that  our  forefathers,  like  their  blessed 
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Lord  and  his  apostles,  have  been  numbered  with  transgressors; 
for  here  they  have  been  incarcerated  in  filthy  jails,  dragged  be- 
fore civil  tribunals,  and  stood  with  bare  backs  at  the  whipping- 
post to  receive  the  scourge  of  the  civil  lictor.  And  for  what?  For 
what  they  believed  and  taught.  Not  far  from  here  the  waters  ol 
the  river,  on  the  bank  of  which  you  hold  your  sixty-eighth  annual 
session,  have  been  crimsoned  with  the  blood  of  a  Baptist  preacher 
who  dared  to  perform  the  holy  ordinance  of  baptism  as  it  was 
meant  by  the  Founder  of  our  holy  religion  to  be  performed.  Here 
in  the  town  in  which  you  meet  Baptists  have  had  to  struggle 
against  great  odds.  I  have  it  from  unquestionable  authority  thai 
when  Joseph  Deans,  a  Confederate  chaplain  and  Baptist  preacher 
who  founded  this  church,  first  began  to  preach  here  early  in  the 
sixties,  he  met  with  opposition;  that  when  he  would  post  on  the 
bulletin  the  day  and  the  hour  he  was  to  preach  in  the  hall,  where 
all  religious  services  were  at  that  time  held,  immediately  under 
would  be  posted  by  a  preacher  of  a  different  persuasion  an  appoint- 
ment for  the  same  day  and  hour. 

Such  were  the  conditions  under  which  this  church  began  its  life 
about  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  with  no  house  and  only  nine 
members,  one  of  whom  is  with  us  still,  two  are  living  elsewhere, 
and  the  rest  are  reigning  with,  Him  for  whom  they  suffered  hero 
below.  But  their  descendants  are  with  us  still.  With  the  spirit 
that  actuated  these  nine,  bequeathed  from  sire  to  son,  under  the 
faithful  ministry  and  heroic  leadership  of  men  of  God,  this  church 
has  gone  steadily  forward,  overcoming  obstacles  and  surmounting 
difficulties  and  silencing  opposition  until  it  has  won  the  position 
it  holds  to-day,  a  place  of  respectability,  to  say  the  least,  in  the 
denominational  world,  a  place  of  sincere  esteem  in  the  hearts  of 
all  true  Christians,  of  which  the  hospitality  extended  you  by  those 
now  of  our  fold  gives  unmistakable  evidence,  and  a  place  of  influ- 
ence and  power — though  by  no  means  what  it  ought  to  be — in 
shaping  and  controlling  th,e  moral  and  religious  thought  and  life 
of  the  community.  And  this  band  of  nine  has  grown  to  nine 
limes  its  original  number  and  worship  in  this  house  in  which  you 
are  seated. 

We  welcome  you  to  rejoice  with  us  not  only  for  what  we  have 
wrought,  but  for  what  we  are  as  well.  You  have  met  with  a 
church  that  whatever  else  may  be  said  of  it,  is  Baptist  to  the  core 
and  has  no  apology  to  make  for  being  such.  You  have  met  with 
a  church  that  believes  in  traveling  in  the  paths  of  truth  in  which 
our  fathers  trod,  and  in  using  the  weapon  of  spiritual  warfare 
with  which,  they  won  such  glorious  victories  for  Christ  and  were 
enabled  to  hand  down  to  us  such  a  noble  heritage,  and  that 
weapon  is  the  un trammeled  Word  of  God  in  the  hands  of  spirit- 
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filled  men  and  women.  You  have  met  with  a  church  that  is  utter- 
ly intolerant  of  anything  that  savors  of  heresy,  or  has  even  tha 
semblance  of  a  departure  from  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Christ,  but 
contends  earnestly  for  the  faith  once  and"  for  all  delivered  to  the 
saints.  You  have  met  with  a  church  that  stands  shoulder  to 
shoulder  and  heart  to  heart  with  you  in  the  work  you  are  seeking 
to  do  for  God  and  humanity,  that  is  in  perfect  accord  with  tne 
plan  and  policy  of  our  State  and  Southern  Conventions,  and  makes 
regular  contributions  to  all  of  the  objects  fostered  by  our  great 
denomination. 

We  welcome  you  for  what  you  are  and  for  what  you  have  done. 
You  are  no  strangers  to  us.  You  are  bone  of  our  bone  and  flesh 
of  our  flesh,  a  part  of  the  spiritual  body  of  Christ  of  which  we 
are  a  part,  members  of  the  great  household  of  faith  of  which  we 
are  a  member.  We  are  a  household  of  faith  just  like  the  nearly 
four-score  households  of  faith  scattered  throughout  these  nine 
counties  in  town  and  village  and  country  place  from  which  you 
are  messengers  sent  with  greeting  to  this  our  sixty-eighth  annual 
family  reunion.  Over  the  threshold  of  this  our  church  home, 
over  the  threshold  of  our  private  homes,  and  on  the  door-post  or 
the  heart  of  every  loyal  Baptist  is  inscribed,  not  with  pen  and  ink, 
but  with  the  finger  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  the  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ  the  words    "Welcome!    Thrice  Welcome!" 

And  then  we  welcome  you  for  what  you  have  done.  You  are 
the  centre  from  which  movements  have  started  that  have  shaped 
the  history  of  our  denomination  in  this  and  other  States.  You 
are  the  fountain  from  which  living  streams  of  influence  and  bless- 
ings have  gushed  forth  and  are  now  rapidly  flowing  down  the  river 
of  time,  deepening  and  widening  in  their  flow  on  and  on  out  into 
the  ocean  of  eternity. 

It  is  among  you  that  the  Recorder  has  ever  been  a  most  wel- 
come visitor.  You  have  furnished  our  college  with  some  of  Its 
most  loyal  and  liberal  supporters.  It  was  in  your  midst  that  a  new- 
born love  for  the  orphans  sprang  up  like  the  plants  from  the  hot- 
bed, the  seedlings  of  wh.ich  were  taken  up  by  messengers  of  mercy 
and  borne  to  every  nook  and  corner  of  our  State  and  over  its  con- 
fines into  Virginia  and  South  Carolina.  It  was  our  own  Watson 
and  Fleming,  our  own  Biggs  and  Simmons,  by  taking  up  the  little 
fatherless  ones  In  the  arms  of  their  love,  that  brought  us  to  that 
conception  of  childhood  that  our  blessed  Lord  had  when  he  took 
little  children  up  in  his  arms  and  blessed  them.  It  was  none  other 
than  they  that  showed  us  by  beautiful  example  that  the  example 
of  Christ  could  be  and  ought  to  be  Imitated.  It  was  none  other 
than  they  that  restored  to  its  rightful  place  in  our  faith  and  prac- 
tice that  Bible  truth  that  wg  had  seemingly  lost  sight  oU  that  the 
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Church  of  Christ  is  not  only  the  divinely  appointed  institution 
through  which  God's  elect  are  to  be  sought  out  and  gathered  to- 
gether, but  through  which  God's  poor  are  to  be  sought  out  and 
cared  for  as  well. 

It  is  here  that  the  great  movement  in  behalf  of  associational 
evangelization  which  has  been  taken  up  by  nearly  every  leading 
Association  in  our  State  had  its  origin.  It  was  through  this  move- 
ment that  you  helped  to  make  us  what  we  are  to-day.  In  our  dis- 
tress you  heard  our  cry  and  ran  to  our  relief.  As  an  orphan  with- 
out the  bread  and  water  of  life  you  supplied  our  wants.  As  a 
child  unable  to  walk  you  helped  us  on  our  feet.  And  we  makfi 
due  acknowledgment  of  it  to-day  and  ask  that  you  look  around 
and  see  the  reward  of  your  toil  and  sacrifice,  while  we  rejoice  that 
we  are  become  through  your  help  fellow-helpers  with  you  to  the 
truth.  And  it  is  through  this  movement  that  you  have  become 
what  you  are.  Think  of  it!  Less  than  a  quarter  of  a  century 
ago  a  weak  and  comparatively  insignificant  body  you  were.  Now 
behold  this  vast  army  of  captains  and  privates  from  three-score- 
and-ten  and  more  companies  of  Christian  soldiers  making  an  army 
seven  thousand  strong.  By  toil  and  sacrifice  of  consecrated  men 
and  women  under  the  wise  building  and  noble  leading  of  spirits 
like  the  beloved  Hufham  and  Duke,  the  Paul  and  Silas,  and  the 
incomparable  Taylor  and  Vann  and  Morton,  the  Titus  and  the 
Timothy  and  the  Mark  of  the  Tar  River  Associational  evangeliza- 
tion, you  have  become  one  of  the  mightiest  factors  of  the  mightiest 
factor  God  has  ordained  in  Eastern  Carolina  for  the  emancipation 
of  mankind  from  the  thraldom  of  sin. 

We  welcome  you  because  of  your  prospects  for  the  future.  We 
are  on  the  threshold  of  a  widespread  movement  in  behalf  of  world- 
wide evangelization,  and  you  are  not  going  to  be  left  in  the  rear, 
but  will  be  the  vanguard  of  the  great  Baptist  host  marching  to 
victory  for  Christ.  You  are  going  to  extend  your  borders  until 
every  destitute  part  of  our  Association  shall  have  the  gospel  as 
we  hold  it  and  preach  it.  You  are  going  to  hear  the  unmistakable 
voice  of  God  as  He  has  spoken  to  us  in  the  victories  of  Manila 
and  Santiago  bidding  Baptists  to  go  in  and  win  more  glorious 
victories  than  were  won  by  Dewey,  Sampson  or  Schley,  You  are 
going  to  hear  the  cry  that  comes  up  from  benighted  Africa,  from 
priest-ridden  Italy,  Brazil  and  Mexico,  and  from  superstitious  and 
prejudiced  China,  "Come  over  and  help  us." 

We  welcome  you  for  what  you  will  do  for  us.  We  have  been 
praying  that  this  may  be  the  best  session  in  all  your  glorious  his- 
tory; that  every  visitor  and  delegate  might  come  filled  with  the 
Holy  Spirit  and  thus  quicken  us  into  new  and  living  life.  We 
pray  that  your  presence  in  our  homes  will  lift  us  on  a  higher 
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plane  of  Christian  living,  and  forever  enshrine  you  in  our  hearts 
as  a  sweet  and  hallowed  memory.  We  pray  that  the  Inspiration 
caught  from  you  may  beget  In  us  a  zeal  that  shall  never  wane. 
We  pray  that  the  recounting  of  your  toils  and  triumphs  in  our 
midst  will  lift  us  high  on  the  mountain  of  aspiration  and  hope, 
from  which  we  may  never  descend,  hut  will  climb  higher  and 
higher  and  h,igher  still  until  expectant  hope  shall  have  changed 
to  glad  fruition  and  we  shall  rest  serenely  on  the  highest  peak  of 
victory  crowned  with  Ineffable  bliss. 
For  these  reasons  again  we  say:    "Welcome!    Thrice  Welcome!" 

The  introductory  sermon  was  preached  by  Forest  Smith, 
of  Loiiisbiirg,  from  Phil.  4:13. 

Brother  G.  L.  Finch  read  the  report  on  State  Missions 
showing  the  "wonderful  ])rogress  of  the  denomination  in  the 
State,  and  the  relation  of  State  Missions  to  it.  The  churches 
of  the  Tar  River  Association  have  had  a  large  share  in  tliis 
progress.  A  collection  was  taken  for  this  purpose  in  cash 
and  pledo'es  amounting  to  $250.61. 

The  following  new  pastors  were  welcomed:  A.  Cree,  R. 
H.  Herring  and  G.  W.  Herring. 

The  mission  work  in  the  Tar  River  Association  was  still 
the  main  object  of  our  effort.  This  was  so,  because  the 
brethren  knew  all  along  that  if  we  were  to  get  a  world-wide 
view,  we  must  first  l>ecome  deeply  interested  in  saving  our 
own  people.  Our  work  began  with  Associational  ]\fissions, 
but  it  did  not  stop  there.  At  this  session  pledges  to  Asso 
ciational  Missions  amounted  to  $1,242.50. 

W.  E.  Bowers  read  the  report  on  the  Orphanage.  It 
struck  a  high  note,  and  recommended  larger  systematic  giv- 
ing to  this  important  work.  Cash  collections  at  the  Asso- 
ciation are  generally  small.  This  is  because  most  of  the 
churches  and  Sunday  Schools  regularly  contribute  to  the 
Orphanage. 

The  report  of  Miss  Fannie  E.  S.  Heck  showed  19  Wo^ 
man's  Missionary  Societies,  whose  contributions  aggregated 
$297.65. 

Reports  on  other  denominational  enterprises  were  inter- 
estingly discussed  and  the  universal  cry  was,  "Let  us  go 
forward !" 
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The  report  on  Obituaries  notes  tlie  death  of  Dr.  R.  T). 
Fleming.  8ee  sketch.  Alexander  Bennett  and  Mrs.  Delia 
M.  Shaw,  of  Warrenton  Church;  Jaiiies  A.  Egerton  and 
Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Loyd,  of  Warren  Plains  Church ;  Mrs.  Susan 
O.  Brown,  of  Greenville;  Sister  S.  W.  ^^^0^^]]^  j^^^}^, 
ville;  Sister  Rebecca  Bryan,  of  Dawson's  Church ;  Sister 
Mary  E.  Alsop,  of  Enfield,  and  many  other  faithfnl  ones 
passed  away. 

The  Association  adopted  a  report  reaffirming  its  posi- 
tion in  favor  of  the  great  temperance  question. 

A.  C.  Barton,  of  tlie  Foreign  Mission  Board,  was  pres- 
ent and  spoke  on  Foreign  Missions. 

The  records  show  churches  78,  baptized  522,  total  7,711, 
expenditures  $19,71."). 9.").  The  churches  report  72  Sunday 
Schools  with  an  attendance  of  5,452. 

SrxTY-NixTTi  Anniversary. 

This  session  was  held  at  Warren  Plains,  commencing  Oc- 
tober the  3rd,  1899.  The  introductory  sermon  was  ])reached 
by  M.  L.  Kesler  from  Joshua  1 :1-10.  The  officers  were 
X.  L.  Shaw,  Moderator,  A.  G.  Wilcox,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

Brethren  J.  A.  Stradley,  John  Mitchell,  C.  C.  Williams, 
F.  P.  Hobgood,  J.  R.  Pace,  J.  A.  ITarrell,  A.  J.  Hires  and 
J.  B.  Solomon  were  among  the  distinguished  visitors.  Dr. 
Solomon  was  formerly  a  prominent  member  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, but  many  years  ago  he  moved  from  this  State.  It 
was  a  joy  to  have  him'  again  in  our  midst. 

A^sociational  Miseions  received  much  attention.  The 
work  had  been  vigorously  prosecuted,  great  revivals  had  re- 
sulted, but  great  destitution  still  remained.  Pledges  amount- 
ing to  $2,500.00  were  made,  which  was  the  largest  sum 
j)romised  up  to  that  time. 

Every  ciiurch  in  the  Association  made  a  pledge  for  tho 
support  of  the  Oi'|)hanage. 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Societies  held  a  se])arate  meet- 
ing for  first  time  at  this  session. 

The  report  on  Obituaries  mentioned  John  IT.  Burroughs, 
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of  Ikuwiis  Cliurcli,  and  S.  Duke,  son  of  our  Ijeloved 
l>rotlier  (i.  ^M.  Duke,  among  the  dead. 

At  this  session  Cedar  Brancli  and  Conoho^  newly  consti- 
tuted churches,  were  received. 

This  meeting  was  follov/ed  by  a  gracious  revival  in  War- 
ren Plains  Church.  The  venerable  Allen  J.  Hires,  a  visitor 
from  ^Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  did  the  preaching. 

At  this  time  there  Avere  80  churches,  reporting  550  bap- 
tized, and  a  total  membership  of  7,929.  There  were  30  pas- 
tors, TO  Sunday  Schools,  which  reported  an  attendance  of 
5,361.  The  total  expenditure  for  all  purposes  was  $20,- 
377.67. 

S  E  VE  N  TIET 11  An  NI  VERS  AR  Y. 

This  session  was  held  with  Spring  Hope  Church,  com- 
mencing October  the  1st,  1900.  T.  M.  Arrington  was  elected 
Moderator,  and  A.  G.  Wilcox,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

The  newly  constituted  church  at  Macedonia  was  re- 
ceived. 

A  letter  from  the  former  Moderator  was  received,  and 
Brother  Wilcox  was  appointed  to  respond. 

The  various  reports  indicate  increased  efforts  on  part  of 
the  churches. 

The  report  shows  that  the  Associational  Mission  Move- 
ment had  reached  its  highest  point  of  efficiency,  and  the 
sum  of  $1,809.75  was  pledged  to  this  work. 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Societies  were  making  encour- 
aging progTess. 

The  digest  of  letters  shows  81  churches,  8,054  members, 
of  whom  428  were  baptized  during  the  year.  The  contribu- 
tions to  all  puq:>oses  were  $29,539.04.  There  were  70 
churches  that  reported  71  Sunday  Schools. 


CHAPTER  XI. 


Seventy-first  Anniversary. 

This  session  was  held  with  Corinth  Church,  Franklin 
County,  October  8-10,  1901.  M.  L.  Kesler  preached  the 
introductory  sermon  from'  Joshua  1 :9.  Theme,  ''The  He- 
roic In  Religion."  T.  M.  Arrington  was  re-elected  Mod- 
erator, A.  G.  Wilcox,  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  and  J.  D.  Huf- 
ham,  Historian. 

T.  J.  Taylor  offered  a  resolution  commending  the  Biblical 
Recorder  as  a  true  exponent  of  Baptist  principles  and  prac- 
tices. After  a  spirited  discussion,  the  resolution  was  adopt- 
ed. The  discussion  resulted  in  adding  a  good  list  of  sub- 
scribers to  the  Recorder. 

Brother  J.  E.  Hocutt  read  the  report  on  Aged  Ministers' 
Relief,  and  led  in  a  helpful  discussion  on  this  subject. 

J.  D.  Hufliam,  in  his  report  on  Associational  Missions, 
showed  the  wonderful  progress  we  had  made  since  we  be- 
gun this  work  twenty-three  years  ago.  He  showed  that  the 
contributing  churches  had  been  blessed  and  strengthened 
and  that  the  29  churches  of  1878  had  grown  into  83.  He 
said  this  was  the  best  year  in  the  history  of  the  work.  The 
pledges  of  last  year  had  been  redeemed,  and  the  Association 
was  ready  to  go  forward  to  larger  things  in  Associational 
Missions.  The  brethren  indicated  their  purpose  to  go  for- 
ward by  pledging  $1,812.50  to  Associational  Missions, 
e$347.50  to  State  Missions,  and  made  liberal  provisions,  for 
supporting  the  other  departments  of  denominational  work. 

In  connection  with  the  reports  on  State,  Home  and  For- 
eign Missions  the  following  resolution  submitted  by  Foresi 
Smith  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  Tliat  it  is  the  desire  of  this  Association  that 
Brother  T.  J.  Taylor  shall  appoint  and  arrange  as  many 
missionary  meetings  in  the  churches  during  the  next  year 
as  he  shall  see  best. 


REV.  A.  WILC:OX 
Clerk  and  Treasurer  of  the  Association  Forty-one  Years 
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Among  those  who  died  during  the  year,  Revs.  G.  W. 
T^ewell  and  G.  IST.  Bray  were  especially  mentioned.  (See 
Sketches.)  The  churches  reported  a  large  number  of  de- 
voted brothers  and  sisters  who  had  answered  the  Master's 
call  to  higher  sersdce. 

At  this  session  the  Minutes  show  81  churches.  413  bap- 
tisms, and  a  total  membership  of  8,320.  The  amount  raised 
for  all  purposes  during  the  year  was  $25,598.69.  Sunday 
Schools  were  reported  by  70  churches. 

Seventy-second  Anniversary. 

October  the  6th,  1902',  the  Association  met  with  the 
church  in  Washington,  Beaufort  County.  The  associational 
sermon  was  preached  by  J.  W.  Rose  from  Rev.  1:13.  The 
former  officers  were  re-elected. 

Among  the  visitors  R.  T.  Vann,  S.  F.  Conrad,  A.  John- 
son and  J.  S.  Corpening  were  especially  mentioned. 

Riddick's  Grove  Church,  from  the  West  Chowan,  was  re- 
ceived by  letter.  Rosemary,  Xorth  Henderson,  South  Hen- 
derson and  Robersonville,  newly  constituted  churches,  were 
received  into  fellowship. 

A  strong  report  on  Periodicals  was  read  by  E.  E.  Hil- 
liard. 

In  the  absence  of  T.  J.  Taylor,  who  prepared  the  report 
on  the  Orphanage,  it  was  read  by  J.  R.  Rodwell,  and  a 
cash  collection  taken  amounting  to  $122.50. 

H.  H.  Mashburn,  Josiah  Crudup,  R.  P.  Walker,  E.  E. 
Edwards,  R.  D.  Carroll  and  H.  C.  Ruffin  had  come  into 
the  Association,  during  the  past  year,  and  were  welcomed  as 
new  pastors. 

The  Association  was  deeply  interested  in  the  education 
of  young  women,  and  pledged  its  best  efforts  to  aid  in  paying 
the  debt  on  the  Female  I'niversity,  now   Meredith  College. 

A  letter  was  read  from  T.  J.  Taylor,  of  Warrenton,  ex- 
pressing regret  that,  on  account  of  the  extreme  illness  of  his 
wife,  he  was  unable  to  attend  this  session.    On  motion.  Brax- 
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ton  Craig  led  the  Association  in  special  praver  for  Pastor 
Taylor  and  his  good  wife. 

Braxton  Craig  made  the  report  on  Associational  Missions^ 
which  was  followed  by  soul-stirring  addresses  by  Brethren 
Craig,  Kesler,  and  Dnke.  The  roll  of  the  churches  was 
called,  and  pledges  w^ere  taken  for  Associational  Missions 
amounting  to  $1,901.00. 

A  growing  interest  in  the  various  missionary  operations 
of  the  denomination  was  manifested. 

A  committee  on  obituaries  was  added  to  the  standing 
committees,  and  the  Association  decided  that  at  future  ses- 
sions an  hour  be  given  to  memorial  services,  in  connection 
with  this  report. 

The  death  of  Dennis  Simmons  was  reported  by  William- 
ston  Church.  He  was  the  orphan's  friend,  and  in  his  death 
the  denomination  has  lost  a  man  who  was  ready  for  every 
good  work. 

The  church  at  Browns  reported  the  death  of  Lethea  Haw- 
kins, colored.  She  had  been  a  member  there  for  many 
years.  When  the  colored  members  withdrew  to  organize 
churches  of  their  own,  she  refused  to  leave.  In  her  old 
age  the  church  built  her  a  house,  and  ministered  to  her 
necessities,  and  when  she  died  the  brethren  and  sisters,  whom 
she  loved  and  whose  confidence  she  enjoyed,  buried  her. 

The  Association  adopted  a  strong  report  on  Temperance. 

The  report  of  the  Woman's  Associational  Meeting  shows 
earnest  Avork  and  encouraging  progress. 

The  statistical  table  shows  churches  85,  pastors  35,  bap- 
tized 404,  whole  membership  9,475,  and  total  expenditures 
$33,569.98.  Sunday  Schools  were  reported  by  72  churches. 
This  left  nearly  one-sixth  of  the  churches  without  Sunday 
Schools. 

S  E  VEN  TY-TH  TRD  A  NNI  VERS  ART. 

The  Rocky  Mount  Church  entertained  the  Association  in 
1903.  It  convened  October  the  6th  and  continued  through 
the  8th.    H.  H.  Mashburn  preached  the  opening  sermon 
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from  1  John  1  :8.  T.  M.  Arriiig-fon  was  re-elected  Modera- 
tor, A.  G.  Wilcox,  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  and  Brethren  Huf- 
ham'  and  Duke,  Historians. 

Brethren  J.  A.  :Martin,  J.  W.  ]\[organ,  A.  F.  King,  L.  S. 
Haskins,  E.  C.  Andrews,  J.  D.  Larkin,  H.  S.  Haywood,  and 
J.  J.  Marshall  were  cordially  welcomed  into  tlie  Association 
as  new  pastors. 

R.  T.  Vann,  of  the  Baptist  Female  University ;  J.  B. 
Boone,  of  the  Orphanage,  and  F.  S.  Conrad,  of  the  Xorth 
^Carolina  Baptist,  were  present  to  represent  the  interests 
entrusted  to  them. 

Beports  were  read  on  the  various  subjects  usually  con- 
sidered by  the  Association^  and  they  were  helpfully  dis- 
cussed. The  reports  on  the  various  missionary  enterprises 
indicated  faithful  work,  encouraging  success,  growing  in- 
terest and  the  necessity  for  largely  increased  efforts.  The 
body  endeavored  to  devise  liberal  and  practical  plans  for 
promoting  the  various  kinds  of  work  in  which  it  was  en- 
gaged. 

Of  course  the  great  interest  of  the  session  centered  in  As- 
sociational  Missions.  During  the  previous  year  the  Lord 
abundantly  blessed  this  work.  There  had  been  221  bap- 
tisms by  the  missionaries,  and  one  brother  had  baptized  100 
of  these.  Under  the  inspiration  of  this  cheering  report,  the 
delegates  pledged  $2,010.00  for  Associational  j\rissions. 

The  newly  constituted  cliurches  at  Vaughan,  in  Warren 
County,  and  Xew  Sandy  Creek  in  Vance  County,  were  re- 
ceived. 

At  this  time  the  Minutes  show  churches  87,  baptized  481, 
total  8,974,  and  a  total  expenditure  of  $:U,338.97.  Sun- 
day Schools  reported  by  74  churches. 

Seventy-fourth  Axxiversary. 

The  Association  met  with  ^fajde  Springs  Church,  Oc- 
tober the  4th,  1004,  and  closed  on  the  Oth.  Brother  Baylus 
Cade  read  the  9th  chapter  of  Bomans,  after  which  T.  J. 
Taylor  preached   the  introductory  sermon  from  1  Chron. 
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29  :5 :  ''Who  then  is  willing  to  consecrate  his  service  this 
day  nnto  the  Lord  T.  M.  Arrington  was  re-elected  Mod- 
erator, A.  G.  Wilcox,  derk  and  Treasnrer,  and  G.  M.  Duke, 
Historian. 

The  names  of  Bavins  Cade,  Xornian  L.  Shaw,  J.  W. 
Bailey  and  W.  C.  Tyree  appears  among  the  visitors. 

The  new  pastoi's  who  had  come  during  the  year  into  the 
bounds  of  the  Association  were  S.  L.  Morgan,  I.  N^.  Loftin, 
M.  P.  Davis  and  J.  W.  Downey.  They  received  a  hearty 
welcome  from  the  body,  and  each  of  them  briefly  responded. 

The  report  on  the  Orphanage  w^as  read  by  Braxton  Craig. 
He  told  of  its  needs,  its  equipment  and  its  work.  He  fol- 
lowed the  report  with  an  address  of  great  power,  and  closed 
with  a  collection  amounting  to  $101.03. 

Brother  B.  D.  Carroll  read  the  report  on  Periodicals, 
which  laid  the  foundation  for  efforts  that  added  a  goodly 
number  of  subscribers  to  the  Biblical  Recorder. 

The  report  on  State  Missions  was  read  by  J.  W.  Mor- 
gan and  the  report  on  Associational  Missions,  written  by 
Brother  Duke,  was  read  by  Brother  Hufham.  State  and 
Associational  Alissions,  being  practically  one,  w^ere  consid- 
ered together.  Pledges  ^vere  taken  for  Associational  Mis- 
sions amounting  to  $2,288.50. 

The  newly  constituted  churches  at  Ebenezer,  Midway, 
Joiner's  Chapel,  and  Mountain  Grove  applied  for  admission 
into  the  Association,  and  were  received. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Missions  was  read  by  T.  J.  Tay- 
lor as  follows: 

'Mesus  Christ  came  into  the  world  to  save  the  ^vorld.  The 
spirit  of  Christ  means  world-wide  evangelization.  When 
Jesus  finished  His  work.  He  commanded  His  disciples,  'Go 
teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the -name  of  the  Father, 
and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit.'  In  obedience  to 
this  command,  and  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  this 
commission,  we  hereby  resolve  to  go  forward  in  the  great 
work  of  carrying  the  gospel  that  saves  to  all  nations.'' 

The  writer  of  the  report  declined  to  speak  in  order  that 
Dr.  W.  C.  Tyree,  Vice-President  of  the  Foreign  Board, 
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might  not  be  cramped  for  time.  Dr.  Tyree  delivered  an  able 
address,  which  made  a  profound  impression  in  favor  of 
Foreign  Missions. 

The  report  on  Home  ^Eissions  was  read  by  Brother  J.  K. 
Howell,  and  was  worthy  of  the  man  and  the  cause. 

Brother  Josiah  Crudup  read  the  report  on  Woman's 
Work,  which  was  a  strong  appeal  to  the  churches  to  stand 
by  the  sisters  in  their  noble  self-sacrificing  efforts. 

Dr.  J.  D.  Hufhani  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas,  the  next  session  of  this  body  will  be  the  sev^- 
enty-fifth  anniversary  ;  and, 

•'Whereas,  the  years  that  have  gone  have  all  been  marked 
by  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  in  guiding  us  and  in  bringing 
forth  holy  living,  large  endeavor  and  great  achievement ; 
therefore,  be  it 

^'Kesolved,  That  we  deem  it  fitting  at  our  next  ssesion  to 
make  grateful  recognition  of  the  glorious  past,  and  prayer- 
fully turn  our  faces  to  a  yet  more  glorious  future. 

''Resolved,  That  M.  P.  Davis,  G.  T.  Lumpkin  and  B. 
Craig  be  appointed  to  arrange  for  memorial  exercises  at  our 
next  session,  including  a  commemoration  address,  an  houi- 
of  praise  and  supplication^  and  such  other  exercises  as  may 
occur  to  them." 

The  report  on  Sunday  Schools  was  read  by  E.  E.  Hil- 
liard.  It  emphasized  the  study  of  the  Bible  as  a  break- 
water against  the  evils  that  threaten  our  country,  as  a  call 
to  service  at  home  and  abroad  and  as  a  means  of  drawing 
out  and  developing  the  latent  energies  of  onr  brethren  and 
sisters. 

The  report  on  Temperance  by  Brother  May  set  forth  the 
Bible  position  on  that  important  subject. 

The  report  on  Aged  Ministers'  Relief,  by  Brother  Lump- 
kin, was  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  churches  to  come  to  the 
help  of  the  Board  in  caring  for  our  aged  })reachers  in  their 
time  of  need. 

At  this  time  the  associational  statistics  show  92  churches, 
composed  of  7,344  members,  of  whom  741  were  baptized 
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dm-mg  the  year.  Sunday  Schools  were  reported  by  74 
ehiirclies.  and  310  were  baptized  from  the  Sunday  Schools. 
At  this  time  there  Avere  30  pastors  living  in  the  bounds  of 
the  Association.  The  churches  had  contributed  to  all  ob- 
jects during  the  year  $34^202.41. 

Se\'ENTY-F1FT  II  x\nnia^ersary. 

This  meeting  was  lield  in  Tarboro,  October  3-5,  1905.  The 
opening  sermon  was  ])reached  by  G.  T.  Lumpkin  from  John 
8 :32.  Brother  T.  M.  Ari'ington  was  re-elected  Moderator, 
A.  G.  Wilcox,  Glerk  and  Treasurer,  and  G.  M.  Duke,  His- 
torian. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Brethren  Lumpkin,  Mashbum 
and  Jenkins,  was  appointed  to  report  at  this  session  on  the 
advisability  of  employing  an  evangelist  to  labor  in  the 
bounds  of  the  Association.  The  committee  reported  favor- 
ably, but  the  Executive  Committee  has  never  been  finan- 
cially able  to  undertake  it,  without  neglecting  the  work  al- 
ready on  hand. 

A  beautiful  gavel  bearing  the  inscription :  '^Order  is 
Keaven's  First  Law,''  was  sent  to  the  Association  by  Brother 
J.  D.  Christian,  and  gracefully  i)resented  by  Brother  Brax- 
ton Craig,  and  accepted  in  behalf  of  the  Association  by  the 
Moderator;  whereupon  Brother  T.  J.  Taylor  offered  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  unanimously  adoi)ted : 

^'Resolved,  That  we  accept  with  grateful  appreciation  the 
beautiful  gavel  presented  to  this  Association  by  our  be- 
loved brother,  J.  D.  Christian,  of  Eocky  Mount  Church." 

Brethren  E.  Bomar,  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board ; 
J.  W.  ^s^oble  and  W.  H.  Riddick,  of  West  Chowan  Associa- 
tion ;  J.  G.  Dukes,  of  the  Wilmington  Association,  and  J.  H. 
King,  of  the  Xeuse  Association,  were  welcomed  as  visitors. 

The  new^  pastors  appearing  at  this  session  were  Brethren 
J.  E.  Ayscue,  of  Greenville,  and  J.  T.  Eubanks,  of  Bethel. 

A  report  on  Sunday  Schools  was  adopted,  reaffirming  our 
position  on  tluit  important  matter. 
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An  earnest  prayer  was  offered  in  behalf  of  the  l^eloved 
George  ^I.  Duke,  who  was  detained  at  home  on  account  of 
the  serious  illness  of  his  daughter. 

Interesting  memorial  services  celebrating  the  seventy-fifth 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  Association,  drew  a  large 
audience.  In  the  absence  of  Brother  Duke^  Brother  Huf- 
ham  told  the  story  of  the  Association's  past  history,  and 
Brother  J.  Bailey  followed  in  an  able  address  on  ^'The 
Baptists  in  the  State." 

Associational  ^Jission  work  was  encouraging.  The  field 
was  occupied  by  20  missionaries,  who  preached  regularly  at 
34  points.  The  pledges  for  this  purpose  amounted  to  $3,- 
002.50. 

Speed  and  Piney  Grove,  newly  constituted  churches,  were 
recei^'ed. 

The  collection  for  the  Orphanage  amounted  to  $205.00. 

The  report  on  Woman's  Work,  under  tiie  leadership  of 
Miss  Margaret  Shields,  showed  rapid  progress. 

At  this  time  the  Association  was  composed  of  91  churches. 
There  had  l>een  025  baptisms,  and  a  total  membership  of 
9,498.  There  were  37  pastors,  the  total  expenditures  $37,- 
800.08.    Seventv-three  churches  reported  Sunday  Schools. 

Sevexty-sixth  Axxiveksary. 

The  Association  met  in  1900  with  Bed  Oak  Church,  in 
T^'ash  County,  and  held  a  three  days'  session,  commencing 
October  the  9th.  The  opening  sermon  was  })reached  bv  S. 
L.  ALorgan  from  Matthew  28:18-20.  The  former  officers 
were  re-elected,  viz:  T.  M.  Arriugton,  Moderator,  A.  G. 
Wilcox,  Clerk  and  I'reasurer,  and  G.  M.  Duke,  Historian. 

Brethren  C.  ^^  Brooks.  X.  W.  Bobbitt,  C.  G.  Lowe,  J. 
L.  Rogers,  and  E.  Lee  Fox.  ^^ho  had  come  into  our  bounds 
since  the  last  Association  were  cordially  welcomed  as  new 
pastors. 

Among  distinguished  visitors  Dr.  William  H.  Smith.  As- 
sistant Secretary  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  was  pres- 
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ent,  and  largely  contributed  to  tlie  success  of  that  great 
meeting. 

Whitakers  and  White  Level,  newly  constituted  churches, 
were  received. 

In  connection  witli  the  report  on  the  Orphanage  the  As- 
sociation was  informed  that  the  Watson  house,  at  the  Or- 
phana^'e,  must  either  be  rebuilt  or  destroyed,  because  it  was 
in  a  dangerous  condition,  and  that  it  would  cost  $1,000.00 
to  rebuild  it.  For  this  purpose  tlie  brethren  pledged  $510.00, 
and  T.  J.  Taylor  undertook  to  raise  the  other  $500.00.  The 
AVatson  house  \\'as  rebuilt,  and  is  still  a  home  for  orphans, 
as  the  big-hearted  John  Watson  intended  it  should  be. 

The  report  on  Associational  ^fissions  showed  considerable 
enlargement.  There  ^\'ere  330  baptisms  on  mission  fields, 
two  new  churches  had  been  organized,  and  several  houses 
of  worship  v/ere  in  process  of  building.  Pledges  for  As- 
sociational Missions  at  this  session  amounted  to  $2,923.50. 

Dr.  William  TI.  Smith  spoke  on  ForeigTi  Missions.  Dur- 
ing the  year  ending  with  this  session  the  churches  had  raised 
for  Foreign  Mission  the  sum  of  $2,374.45.  This  was  the 
largest  amount  contributed  to  Foreign  Missions,  in  one  year 
up  to  that  time..  T.  J.  Taylor  offered  resolutions  that  the 
churches  undertake  to  raise  $1,500.00  for  Home  Missions, 
and  $3,000  00  for  Foreign  Missions  during  the  ensuing  as- 
sociational year.  Both  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted.    This  was  a  year  of  forward  movements. 

Brother  May  read  the  report  on  Education,  which  was 
discussed  by  Dr.  V\\  L.  Poteat  in  one  of  the  greatest  speeches 
I  ever  heard  on  that  subject. 

Brother  G.  T.  Lumpkin  offered  a  resolution  to  raise  $2,- 
500.00  for  State  Missions  during  the  next  associational  year, 
which  ^\as  adopted.  The  people  evidently  ''had  a  mind  to 
work,"  for  at  this  session  pledges  were  made  to  benevolence 
aggregating  $10,000.00. 

Misses  Margaret  Shields  and  Sallie  Allen  were  present 
in  the  interest  of  The  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  and  were 
greatly  encouraged. 

The  statistical  tables  show:  Churches  90,  baptisms  716, 
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total  meiiiberrthip  1(\35:],  expenditures  $:U,r)70.60,  clnirclies 
reporting  SiiiidHV  Schools  71),  not  reporting  17,  baptisms 
froiii  the  Sunday  Schools  329.  Thus  ended  a  great  year's 
Avork. 

Seventy-seventh  Anniversary. 

The  Association  met  in  Henderson,  October  7-0,  1907. 
G.  ^V.  May  preached  the  introductory  sermon  from  Luke 
4:9.  Theme,  ^'The  Year  of  Jubilee,  or  the  Acceptable  Year 
of  the  Lord."  Brother  T.  ]\L  Arrington  was  re-elected  Mod- 
erator, A.  G.  Wilcox,  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  and  G.  M.  Duke, 
Historian. 

Among  the  visiting  brethren  were  Professor  (Carlisle,  of 
Wake  Forest;  S.  I'.  Conrad,  of  the  Xorth  Carolina  Baptist; 
^1.  P.  Da^  i^,  from  AVest  Chowan  Association ;  W.  H.  Rich, 
of  Greensboro ;  B.  Craig,  of  the  Board  of  Missions ;  W.  C. 
Tyree,  representing  Foreign  Missions,  and  Dr.  J.  D.  Huf- 
ham,  ''The  Aged  and  Beloved." 

The  Association  pledged  $3,000.00  for  Foreign  Missions, 
and  $3,366.00  for  Associational  Missions,  and  $3,000.00  for 
State  ^tissions,  and  a  cash  collection  of  $155  for  the  Orphan- 
as'e  was  taken. 

Dr.  Hufham  announced  the  death  of  Dr.  George  B.  Tay- 
lor, our  missionary  to  Italy. 

The  Association  mourned  the  death  of  Brother  J.  K. 
Howell,  a  belo^'ed  brother  and  faithful  minister,  a  conse- 
crated Christian,  and  a  bright  and  shining  light  in  the 
Avorld. 

The  AVoman's  ^Missionary  bunion  made  an  encouraging  re- 
port. 

At  this  time  there  were  chui'clies  100,  baptisms  743,  whole 
number  of  members  11,006,  expenditures  $40,523.00, 
churches  reporting;  Sunday  Schools  SO. 

At  this  session  the  necessity  for  dividing  the  Association 
became  so  a])parent  that  a  committee,  consisting  of  Thoma.s 
M.  Pittman,  George  :\1.  Duke,  G.  T.  Lum])kin,  1.  M.  :Mei< 
cer  and  Thomas  J.  Taylor,  was  appointed  to  arrange  for 
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the.  division.  This  committee  recommended  that  the  divid- 
ing line  be  snch  as  would  insure  strength  and  efficiency  to 
both  bodies;  that  the  Atlantic  Coast  Line  Railway  be  the 
general  line  of  division;  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Tar  River  As- 
sociation be  instructed  to  issne  letters  to  all  churches  east 
of  the  main  line  of  the  Atlantic  Coast  Line  Railway,  and 
such  other  churches  as  may  desire  to  enter  into  the  new  or- 
ganization;  that  the  Associalional  Missionary  work  be  con- 
tinued under  the  present  Executive  Conmiittee,  the  members 
of  which  shall  be  chosen  from  churches  remaining  with  this 
body,  and  that  a  Vice-Moderator  be  elected  to  succeed  the 
present  Moderator  in  the  event  of  the  division.  This  report 
was  adopted,  and  G.  M.  Duke  was  elected  Vice-Moderator. 

Under  this  arrangement  forty-nine  churches  procured  let- 
ters of  dismission,  and,  at  an  early  day,  organized  the 
Roanoke  Association. 

This  separation  was  sad.  It  was  painful  for  brethren 
who  had  long  stood  together  ii\  the  w^ork  of  the  kingdom' 
to  realize  that  they  would  meet  no  more  as  members  of  the 
same  body,  but  the  wisdom  of  the  division  is  seen  in  the 
fact  that  each  association  is  now  doing  a  larger  work  than 
was  done  when  the  two  were  together. 


CHAPTER  XII. 


Seventy-eighth  Anniversary. 

This  session  was  held  October  27-29,  1908.  We  were 
again  at  Sandy  Creek  Church,  where  seventy-eight  years 
before  our  fathers  met  and  organized  the  Tar  River  Asso- 
ciation, for  the  purpose  of  going  forward  with  the  work  of 
the  kingdom,  according  to  the  Word  of  God.  From  tliis 
purpose  the  Association  has  never  swers^ed,  but  has  steadily 
gone  forward  toward  its  great  aim,  inspired  by  the  pur- 
poses of  God.  and  encouraged  by  the  successes  that  crowned 
its  efforts. 

It  was  fitting  that  tliis  session  should  be  held  at  Sandy 
Creek,  for  in  many  respects  this  was  a  new  beginning. 
Therefore,  we  came  back  to  this  place  of  our  birth  to  con- 
template the  work  before  us,  take  stock  of  our  resources, 
and  plan  for  larger  efforts  and  gi*eater  conquests. 

The  introductory  sermon  was  preached  by  the  lamented 
J.  Paul  Bowers  from  Matthew  28:7;  subject,  ''The  Meet- 
ing Place  of  Jesus." 

As  the  former  Moderator  was  now  a  member  of  another 
body,  the  beloved  George  M.  Duke,  that  matchless  preacher, 
that  prince  of  Israel,  that  living  epistle  known  and  read  of 
all  men,  was  unanimously  elected  Moderator. 

The  Moderator  being  burdened  with  the  duties  devolving 
upon  him  as  pastor  of  Sandy  Creek  Church,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  body,  requested  the  former  Moderator,  Brother 
T.  M.  Arrington,  to  preside  in  his  stead,  wdiich  Brother  Ar- 
rington  consented  to  do. 

The  organization  of  the  Association  was  completed  by 
electing  for  the  twenty-ninth  consecutive  term  that  veteran 
of  the  Cross,  Brother  A.  G.  Wilcox,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 
Brother  G.       Duke  was  re-elected  Historian. 

Several  distinguished  visitors  were  present,  and  ,1.  R, 
Doan,  of  Henderson;  Mac.  Stamps,  of  Louisburg;  Fred. 
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Brown,  of  Eoanoke  Eapids,  and  A.  V.  Joyner,  of  Wise, 
were  welcomed  as  new  pastors. 

The  report  of  the  Execntive  Committee  showed  consid- 
erable territory  to  be  occupied,  inspiring  work  to  be  done, 
and  enlarged  plans  for  future  efforts.  The  Association 
pledged  $1,500.00  for  Associational  Missions.  This  was  a 
larger  sum  than  the  churches  belonging  to  the  present  body 
had  ever  pledged  before. 

Strong  reports  were  read  and  adopted  on  every  phase  of 
our  work,  and  the  cry  of  every  one  was  ''Forward !  Let  us 
go  fonvard!"  The  papers  by  Brethren  Pittman,  Alderman, 
Cree,  Ivey  Allen,  and  J.  Paul  Bowers  deserve  to  be  repul> 
lished. 

The  cluirch  at  Bethesda,  from  a  Virginia  Association,  was 
received. 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Union  had  made  decided  prog- 
ress during  tlie  year.  There  were  six  new  societies,  making 
in  all  eighteen  societies,  which  had  contributed  during  the 
year  $668.70. 

Statistics  show  churches  51,  baptisms  382,  whole  mem- 
bership 6,551,  total  expenditures  $24,881.50,  churches  re- 
porting Sunday  Schools  45,  baptisms  from  Sunday  Schools 
150. 

Seventy-ninth  Anniversary. 

The  session  of  1909  was  held  at  Sharon,  in  Warren  Coun- 
ty, October  5-7.  J.  E.  Doan  preached  the  sermon  from  John 
20 :21.  By  spec  ial  arraniiement.  Brother  Livingston  John- 
son, who  was  forced  to  catch  a  train  in  order  to  reach 
another  association,  spoke  on  State  ^fissions  immediately 
after  the  sermon.  The  sernion  and  the  addre>^s  struck  a 
high  key  for  the  Association. 

G.  M.  Duke  was  re-elected  Moderator,  and  A.  G.  Wilcox, 
Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

The  new  church  at  Kittrell  applied  for  admission  into  the. 
Association  and  was  received. 

A.  V.  Joyner  reported  on  Aged  Ministers'  Belief,  W.  B. 
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Daniel  on  Sunday  Schools,  L.  W.  Swope  on  State  Mis>iionf=, 
G.  W.  ]\ray  on  Ministerial  Education,  J.  K.  Doan  on  the 
Orphanage,  Mac.  Stamps  on  Home  Missions,  Miss  Sallie 
Allen  on  Woman's  Work,  A.  V.  Joyner  on  Temperance,  and 
T.  J.  Taylor  on  Foreign  Missions.  These  reports  show  that 
although  the  Association  had  lost  a  very  large  part  of  its 
strength,  in  men  and  means,  it  was  determined  to  go  for- 
ward in  taking  the  whole  wide  world  for  Christ. 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  showed  that  mis- 
sion w^ork  was  being  done  in  every  county  within  our  bounds, 
and  from  every  point  there  came  cheering  news.  The  roll 
of  the  churches  was  called  and  $857  was  pledged  to  Asso- 
ciational  Missions,  and  the  following  resolution  was  passed : 

^T^esolved,  That  the  work  formerly  carried  on  under  the 
topic  of  Associational  Missions  be  executed  tlirough  the 
State  Mission  Board." 

Brother  ISToah  Biggs  was  with  us  soliciting  help  to  pay 
off  the  indebtedness  on  the  church  in  Farmville,  and  received 
$219.  The  ^linutes  show  the  strength  of  the  Association 
to  be  as  follows:  Churches  53,  baptized  509,  total  mem- 
bership 7,105,  expenditures  $21,611.66,  churches  reporting 
Sunday  Schools  40,  and  baptisms  from  Sunday  Schools  230. 

Eightieth  Anniversary. 

This  session  was  held  Avith  Xew  Bethel  Church,  in  Vance 
County,  October  4-6,  1910.  Brother  Mac.  Stamps  preached 
the  introductory  sermon,  on  ^^Senace,"  from  Isaiah,  6th 
chapter.  Brother  G.  M.  Duke  was  Moderator,  and  Brother 
A.  G.  Wilcox,  Clerk  and  Treasurer.  Brother  Jere  Reeves 
was  received  as  a  new  pastor. 

The  various  reports  indicate  steady  progi'ess,  unflagging 
zeal,  and  a  high  aim. 

After  the  report  on  State  Missions  Brethren  ]\ray  and 
Duke  spoke  on  Associational  Missions,  which  was  now  car- 
ried on  in  conjunction  with  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the 


106  TAR   RIVER  HISTORY 


Baptist  State  Convention  and  pledges  were  secured  amount- 
ing to  $1,870.00  to  be  sent  by  the  cliurches  to  the  next  As- 
sociation. 

Advance  Church,  in  Vance  County,  was  receiVed  into  fel- 
lowship. 

An  encouraging  report  on  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union 
was  furnished  by  Miss  Sallie  Allen^  Vice-President  of  the 
Associational  Union,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed  in  tlie 
Minutes. 

J.  D.  Hufham,  G.  M.  Duke  and  A.  G.  Wilcox  were  ap- 
pointed fraternal  messengers  to  the  Roanoke  Association. 

The  statistical  table  show^s  churches  53,  baptisms  208, 
total  memborshij)  0,S87.  total  expenditures  $20,787.09, 
churches  reporting  Sunday  Schools  46^  baptisms  from  Sun- 
day Schools  80. 

This  was  one  of  the  most  delightfully  pleasant,  and  profit- 
able sessions  in  the  history  of  the  Association. 

Eighty-first  Anjs^iversary. 

The  Association  held  a  two  days'  session  with  Samaria 
Church,  Xash  County,  embracing  October  3-4,  1911.  L.  AV. 
Swope  preached  the  introductory  sermon  from  Romans 
14:1,  9:  Phil.  1:21,  1  Cor.  2:20. 

G.  M.  Duke  was  re-elected  Moderator,  and  A.  G.  Wilcox, 
Clerk  and  Treasurer.  A.  P.  Mustian  was  welcomed  as  a 
new  pastor. 

Among  the  visitors  were  W.  L.  Bilbro,  E.  AV.  Shearin, 
M.  L.  Kesler,  J.  S.  Farmer,  W.  B.  Morton  and  W.  R. 
Cullom. 

The  newly  constituted  churches  at  Bunn  and  ]\^orlina  were 
received  as  members  of  the  body,  and  their  delegates  wel- 
comed by  the  Moderator. 

Reports  on  the  various  phases  of  denominational  work 
were  submitted,  carefully  considered,  and  unanimously 
adopted.  The  adoption  of  these  reports  committed  the  As- 
sociation to  every  denominational  enterprise. 

The  Association  took  steps  to  have  the  grave  of  Brother 
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James  T.  Webb  fenced,  and  marked  by  a  suitable  tombstone. 
Brother  Webb  had  not  only  been  Moderator  of  the  body, 
but  was  for  many  years  one  of  its  wisest  and  most  liberal 
leaders. 

Report  on  Asosciational  ^lissions  showed  eleven  fields 
occupied  by  seven  consecrated  missionaries.  The  results 
were  gratifying,  and  the  outlook  bright.  The  delegates 
pledged  $1,508.00  to  this  object. 

Statistics:  Churches  55,  baptized  289,  members  6,758, 
expenditures  $26,077.88,  churches  reporting  Sunday  Schools 
44,  "baptized  from  the  Sunday  Schools  176,  pastors  24. 

Eighty-second  Anniversary. 

In  1912  the  Association  held  a  three  days^  session  with 
Red  Bud  Church,  Franklin  County,  commencing  on  the 
8th  of  October.  G.  M.  Duke,  pastor  of  the  church,  preached 
the  opening  sermon  from  Mark  6 :37.  The  officers  were 
G.  ^I.  Duke,  Moderator,  A.  G.  Wilcox,  Clerk  and  Treas- 
urer. 

W.  M.  Gilmore  and  K.  W.  Hogan  were  welcomed  as  new 
pastors. 

Letters  of  dismission  were  granted  to  Antioch,  Roanoke 
Rapids,  and  Rosemary  churches  to  join  the  Roanoke  Asso- 
ciation. 

Good  reports  were  adopted  indicating  growing  interest, 
unflagging  zeal,  and  abiding  faith. 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Union  made  a  fine  report, 
showing  26  societies  and  contributions  amounting  to  $858.55. 

A  permanent  order  of  business  w^as  provided  for  future 
sessions  of  the  Association. 

The  work  of  our  associational  missionaries  had  been  won- 
derfully blessed.  The  brethren  were  greatly  encouraged 
and  pledged  $1,608.50  to  work  in  our  own  bounds,  The 
sum  of  $186  was  pledged  to  aid  the  mission  church  at  IN'or- 
lina  complete  its  house  of  worship. 

Brother  J.  J.  Marshall,  who  had  workecl  during  the  pre- 
vious year  as  missionary-colporter,  made    an  encouraging 
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report.  Althongli  handicapped  by  blindness,  he  is  doing  a 
good  work. 

The  Minutes  record:  Churches  56,  pastors  20,  baptized 
408,  total  membership  6,GS7,  total  expenditures  $24,664.62, 
churches  reporting  Sunday  Schools  45,  baptized  from  the 
Sunday  Schools  208. 

ElG HT Y-T HIED  A N N T V KR S AR Y. 

October  the  7th,  1913,  the  Association  met  in  Warrenton 
and  continued  three  days.  This  was  the  third  time  the  body 
had  met  in  Warrenton,  the  tirst  was  in  1851,  the  second 
was  in  1891,  and  the  third  was  in  1913. 

The  introductory  sermon  was  ])reached  by  W.  0.  Rosser 
from  Isaiah  6  :8.  G.  M.  Duke  was  re-elected  Moderator,  and 
A.  G.  Wilcox,  Clerk  and  Treasurer.  A  hearty  address  of 
welcome  was  extended  to  delegates  and  visitors  by  Hon. 
John  IT.  Kerr,  to  which  Brother  A.  B.  Harrell  most  hap- 
pily responded.  A  cordial  welcome  ^^as  extended  to  A.  B. 
Harrell,  the  new  pastor  in  Littleton. 

A  great  missionary  mass  uieeting  was  held  in  the  interest 
of  Home  and  Foreign  Missions.  Woman's  Work,  the  Or- 
phanage and  Systematic  Beneficence  were  ably  discussed. 

Professor  Charles  E.  Brewer  spoke  on  the  Layman's 
Movement  and  President  R.  T.  Vann,  on  Meredith  College, 
J.  S.  Farmer  represented  the  Biblical  Recorder,  and  Archi- 
bald Johnson  the  Orphanage  and  Charity  and  Children,  and 
I^r.  C.  J.  Thompson  represented  Foreign  Missions. 

Walter  Johnson,  pastor  at  Wake  Forest,  made  a  great 
address  on  the  teaching  value  of  church  architecture,  and 
made  an  earnest  plea  for  the  payment  of  the  debt  on  the 
beautiful  new  church  in  process  of  building  at  Wake  Forest. 
The  Association  agreed  to  raise  $700  for  that  purpose,  and 
appointed  a  committee  to  apportion  it  among  the  churches. 

Brother  Ivey  Allen  read  the  report  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  impressive  addresses  on  Associational  Missions 
were  made  by  Brethren  Coppedge,  Sledge,  and  Duke,  after 
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which  the  delegates  pledged  $1,719.50  to  the  support  of 
this  great  work. 

The  church  at  INFouut  Olive  was  received  into  tlie  Asso- 
ciation and  the  delegates  welcomed. 

Statistics  record:  Churches  54,  pastors  19,  ba])tisms  ^320, 
membership  6/729,  expenditures  $27,565.79,  churches  re- 
porting Sunday  Schools  46,  baptisms  reported  by  the  Schools 
176. 

The  following  is  copied  from  the  Minutes  of  this  session : 

"Brother  Taylor,  the  loved  pastor  of  the  church,  spoke 
loving  words  of  the  great  pleasure  it  had  been  to  him  and 
his  people,  and  the  people  of  the  town  to  have  had  the  As- 
sociation with  them. 

''Brother  Duke  spoke  tenderly  and  lovingly  of  the  great 
pleasure  it  had  been  to  him,  and  to  the  brethren,  for  the 
])rivilege  of  sharing  their  gracious  hospitality." 

Brother  Sledge  led  in  the  closing  prayer;  ''God  Be  ^Yith 
You  Till  We  Meet  Again,''  was  sung,  and  we  gave  to  each 
other  the  parting  hand,  and  separated. 

Eighty-fourth  Aj^niversary. 

Ephesus  Church,  near  Spring  Hope,  in  ^^'ash  County,  was 
the  place,  and  October  6th  and  7th,  1914,  was  the  time  of 
meeting.  The  opening  sermon  was  preached  by  Brother  J. 
J.  Marshall  from  Matthew  16:18  and  28:18-20.  It  was  a 
strong  sermon. 

Our  former  efficient  officers,  G.  M.  Duke,  Moderator,  and 
A.  G.  Wilcox,  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  were  re-elected  by  ac- 
clamation. This  was  the  seventh  cconsecutive  term  of  ser- 
vice by  Brother  Duke,  and  the  thirty-seventh  term  of  con- 
secutive service  by  Brother  Wilcox. 

Central  and  Inez,  newly  constituted  churches,  were  re- 
ceived. 

Archibald  Johnson  of  the  Baptist  Orphanage,  and  J.  S. 
Farmer  of  the  Biblical  Recorder,  were  welcomed  as  vis- 
itors. 
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J.  E.  Ifociitt,  tiie  pastor,  cordially  welcomed  the  dele- 
gates, and  G.  V\\  Cioppedge  responded  in  behalf  of  the  As- 
sociation. 

Able  addresses  were  delivered  on  the  varions  phases  of 
denominational  work,  mainly  by  our  own  members,  and  re- 
ports were  adopted  setting  forth  the  position  of  the  Asso- 
ciation on  these  varions  enterprises,  and  its  purpose  to  go 
forward  with  increased  faith  and  effort  in  the  work  of  the 
kingdom. 

Am.ong  the  various  reports,  special  mention  should  be 
made  of  AVallace  ITartsell's  report  on  the  work  of  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Union.  It  showed  that  the  societies 
during  the  year  had  increased  from  forty  to  seventy-three, 
and  that  the  contributions  liad  grown  to  $1,109.84,  which 
was  a  gain  of  $205.27.  Tliis  large  grow^th  was  due  mainly 
to  the  untiring  labors  of  Mrs.  W.  W.  Parker,  President  of 
the  Associational  l^nion,  and  Miss  Sue  Kelly,  organizer  in 
this  Association. 

G.  W.  May's  report  on  the  Orphanage  created  great  en- 
thusiasm. The  report  of  AV.  L.  Griggs  on  Temj^erance  took 
high  scriptural  grounds.  J.  fl.  ]\rarshall,  our  Missionary- 
Colporter,  read  a  most  carefully  prepared  and  interesting 
report,  setting  forth  the  work  he  liad  done  dui'ing  the  year. 

In  the  department  of  Associational  Missions  twelve  mis- 
sion points  were  regularly  served,  and  Miss  Sue  Kelly, 
working  under  the  auspices  of  the  Executive  Committee 
and  the  AA'oman's  Missionary  Union,  spent  two  months  in 
our  bounds,  visited  all  the  churches  and  did  most  efficient 
mission  work.  All  this  work  was  done  at  an  expenditure  of 
$1,055.00,  wliich  averaged  $81  to  each  missionary.  The 
pledges  for  the  next  year's  work  amounted  to  $1,508.50. 

S.  L.  Morgan  read  an  interesting  paper  on  Systematic 
Beneficence,  which  was  adopted  and  published  in  the  Min- 
utes, with  the  ]iope  tbat  every  church  in  our  bounds  would 
ado])t,  and  carry  out  its  four  recommendations. 

The  re])ort  on  I'oreign  Missions,  submitted  by  T;  J.  Tay- 
lor, was  adopted.    In  adopting  this  report  the  Association 
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agreed  to  raise  for  Foreign  ^lissioii  (hiring  the  year  $1,- 
740.00,  and  apportioned  this  amount  among  the  chnrches. 

The  excellent  report  on  State  Missions  by  Hon.  W.  E. 
Bowers  was  unanimonsly  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Brother  S.  L.  Morgan,  T.  J.  Taylor  was 
appointed  to  prepare  and  publish  a  histoiy  of  the  Associa- 
tion, and  on  motion  of  George  W.  May,  Brother  Taylor  was 
authorized  to  draw  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, from  funds  in  his  hands  for  that  purpose,  for  Avhat 
he  needs  to  defray  expenses  in  getting  out  said  history.  Both 
motions  were  unanimously  adopted. 

On  the  night  of  the  adjournment  of  the  Association  that 
beloved  minister  of  Christ,  Elder  George  W.  Coppedge,  was 
stricken  with  paralysis,  from  which  he  died.  To  die  at  the 
Tar  Riv^er  Association,  planning  for  the  progi'ess  of  the 
kingdom,  was  a  fit  conclusion  of  the  life-work  of  such  a  man 
as  he. 

Statistics:  Churches  56,  pastors  2  1-,  baptisms  408,  mem- 
bers 7,449,  total  expenditures  $30,481.92,  churches  report- 
ing Sunday  Schools  50,  baptisms  from  Sunday  Schools  295. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

ElGKTY-riFTH  Ana^IVERSARY. 

The  Association  met  in  Louisbnrg,  IS".  (■.,  Tuesday,  Oc- 
tober the  5tli,  1915^  and  lield  a  two  days'  session.  This 
Avas  the  fourtli  time  that  the  Association  had  met  in  Louis- 
hnrg.  The  first  was  in  1841,  the  second,  1870,  the  third, 
1892,  and  tlie  fonrth  1915. 

The  introdnctory  sermon  was  preaclied  by  Brother  8.  I.. 
Morgan,  from  Acts  1  :8,  Job  15:50,  John  17:18.  The  As- 
sociation was  organized  by  the  re-election  of  G.  ]M.  l^uke, 
Moderator;  A.  G.  Wiicox^  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  and  T.  J. 
Taylor,  Historian. 

The  newly  constituted  churches  at  J)etliany,  Hickory 
Rock,  l'*eai'('e  Ami  wri'e  received  at  this  session.  The  name 
of  Pearce  Ami  has  beeii  changed  to  Pearce. 

Interesting  and  inspiring  reports  were  read  on  periodicals, 
Support  of  Aged  ^linisters.  AVonian's  Work,  Orphanage, 
State  Missions,  Home  Missions,  Foreign  Missions,  Sunday 
Schools,  Tem])erance  and  (^olportage.  These  re])orts  en- 
couraged the  Association  to  devise  phms  for  enlarging  the 
Avork  along  all  lines. 

Tn  1859  or  'GO  the  .Nssociation  adopted  a  resolution  look- 
ing to  tlie  relief  of  its  Aged  and  Infii-m  Preachers.  Owing 
TO  the  AVar  [jetween  the  States,  and  the  paralyzing  effects 
of  it,  very  little  was  done  along  this  line.  From  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Board  for  the  Relief  of  Aged  Ministers, 
our  churches  have  been  contributing  in  a  mild  way  to  this 
object.  At  this  session  Brother  Cade  olfered  a  resolution 
which  contemplated  a  more  satisfactory  plan  of  caring  for 
our  ao'ed  and  inhrm  jn'eacliers.  This  plan  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Baptist  State  Conventiou,  but  as  yet  that  body 
has  not  seen  fit  to  adopt  it. 

Several  visiting  brothers  were  present  at  this  meeting, 
and  rendered  efficient  service.  Aniong  them  were:  W.  L. 
Poteat,  president  of  Wake  Forest  College;  Walter  X.  Johij- 
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son,  ])'astor  of  Wake  Forest  Cliurcli ;  L.  Kesler,  General 
]\Ianager  of  the  Orphanage,  and  W.  O.  Eosser  of  the  Koanoke 
Association. 

The  ele\'entli  annual  report  of  the  AVonian's  Missionary 
Union  of  the  Tar  River  Association  showed  that  our  sisters 
were  pushing  the  work  of  missions  in  our  churches,  and 
were  doing  a  great  work  in  the  kingdom.  The  work  of  the 
women  in  our  churches  has  largely  contributed  to  the  ad- 
vance movements  of  the  Association. 

For  the  first  time  in  our  history  a  woman  was  invited 
to  address  the  body,  and  Miss  Sue  Kelly  delivered  an  im- 
pressive and  inspiring  address. 

The  statistics  show  that  58  churches  were  represented  by 
97  delegates.  There  were  26  preachers  serving  these  churches 
as  pastors.  During  the  year  there  had  been  520  baptized, 
and  the  total  membership  of  the  Association  was  7,957.  All 
of  the  churches  reported  Sunday  Schools.  Total  contribu- 
tions to  church  expenses  and  benevolence  were  $32,981.38. 

j 

Eighty- SIXTH  Anniversary.  ♦ 

October  the  3rd  and  4th,  191(),  the  Association  met  for  the 
third  time  with  Philadelphia  Church,  in  ^^'ash  County,  and 
held  a  profitable  session.  In  the  absence  of  the  regular  ap- 
pointee. Dr.  T.  M.  Mercer,  of  Thomasville,  preached  the  in- 
troductory sermon  from  Genesis  24:1-9.  He  delivered  a 
timely  and  forceful  message. 

The  former  officers,  G.  M.  Duke,  Moderator,  A.  G.  Wil- 
cox, Clerk  and  Treasurer,  and  T.  J.  Taylor,  Historian,  were 
re-elected. 

E.  L.  Middleton,  Secretary  of  the  Sunday  School  Board ; 
H,  C.  Moore,  Editor  of  the  Biblical  Recorder;  I.  M.  Mer- 
cer, representing  the  Orphanage;  A.  A.  Pippin,  of  the  Cen- 
tral Association ;  O.  \V.  Sawyer,  Oscar  Creech,  W.  0.  Ros- 
ser  and  E.  AV.  Shearin,  of  the  Koanoke  Association,  were 
present  as  visitors. 

Xorth  Warrenton  and  Holly  Grove  churches  >vere  received 
as  members  of  the  Association, 
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Keports  ou  tlie  varif)iis  phases  of  denoniinational  work 
were  read,  discussed  and  adopted. 

Brother  Wallace  Hartsell  read  an  interesting  report  on 
the  B.  Y.  P.  IT.  Movement.  At  this  session  this  work  was 
for  the  first  time  admitted  to  a  place  on  our  program.  Many 
of  the  brethren  have  come  to  feel  that  we  are  engaged  in  no 
work  of  greater  importance  than  that  which  is  being  done 
bv  the  B.  Y.  P.  If. 

T.  J.  Taylor,  who  had  been  Associational  Representative 
of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  for  many  years,  moved  that 
E.  R.  kelson  be  appointed  to  that  position,  and  the  motion 
was  adopted. 

There  being  a  feeling  that  our  gifts  to  the  support  of 
aged  ministers  were  not  as  large  as  they  ought  to  be,  a  reso- 
lution was  adopted  recommending  that  a  special  Christmas 
offering  be  made  to  that  object. 

The  report  on  Wonian's  Work  indicates  wonderful  prog- 
ress. It  showed  71  societies,  876  members  who  contributed 
$1,535.68.  .N'early  half  of  the  societies  did  not  report  the 
number  of  members,  and  several  of  them  did  not  report 
their  contributions.  Tf  the  reports  had  been  carefully  ren- 
dered the  showing  would  have  been  very  much  better. 

A  resolution  was  ado})ted  requesting  the  State  Conven- 
tion to  change  the  Constitution  so  as  to  relieve  the  Biblical 
Recorder  of  the  heavy  expense  of  publishing  Tiie  receipt  of 
funds  contributed  by  the  churches  to  the  objects  of  the 
Convention. 

The  report  on  Associational  Missions  was  I'ead  by  Brother 
Ivey  Allen.  A  strong  address  on  that  object  was  delivered 
by  Brother  G.  M.  Duke,  and  pledges  were  taken  for  Asso- 
ciational Missions  amounting  to  $1,541.50,  to  be  paid  at 
the  next  Association. 

T.  J.  Taylor,  Historian,  reported  that  the  history  would 
soon  be  ready  for  the  pi'inters,  and  that  as  soon  as  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  subscribers  could  be  secured  to  justify 
its  publication  the  history  would  be  forthcoming.  Where- 
upon a  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
Association  ordering  ''that  tlie  picture  of  Brother  T,  J.  Tay- 
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lor  app(>ar  as  frontispiece  of  the  History  of  the  Tar  River 
Association." 

At  this  session  tliere  were  00  churches  in  fellowship.  They 
were  represented  by  103  delegates.  The  60  churches  were 
served  by  25  preachers,  as  pastors.  Only  four  churches 
have  preaching  every  Sunday,  and  the  pastors  of  three  of 
these  supply  other  churches.  A  few  of  the  churches  did 
not  report  Sunday  Schools,  this  failure,  however,  seems  to 
be  the  result  of  carelessness  in  preparing  the  church  letters, 
for  some  of  the  churches,  not  reporting  schools,  are  known 
to  have  had  schools  during  the  past  year.  The  church  let- 
ters reported  54-  Sunday  Schools,  officers  and  teachers  401. 
pupils  5,037,  baptisms  from  the  Sunday  Schools  207,  total 
contributions  $32,837.99.  The  church  letters  report  413 
baptisms,  and  a  total  membership  of  8,172. 

ElGlI  TY-SEVENTII  AxXIVERSARY. 

The  Association  held  its  eighty-seventh  annual  session 
with  Gardner's  Church,  October  the  10th  and  11th,  1917. 
After  a  helpful,  devotional  service,  conducted  by  the  pastor 
and  choir,  Rev.  J.  S.  Farmer  preached  the  introductory 
sermon  from  the  Epistle  to  Philemon.  Subject:  Onesimus, 
"The  Runaway  Slave." 

Fifty-one  churches  were  reju-esented  by  ninety-one  dele- 
gates. Eleven  churches  sent  no  delegation,  but  some  of 
these  were  represented  by  letter. 

The  Association  was  permanently  organized  by  the  re- 
election of  G.  M.  Duke,  :Moderator;  A.  G.  Wilcox,  Clerk 
and  Treasurer,  and  T.  J.  Taylor,  Historian. 

This  was  the  fourth  session  that  the  Association  had  held 
with  this  old  church.  These  were  the  sessions  of  1842. 
3  857,  1889,  and  1917. 

Thelma  and  Justice,  two  newdy  constituted  churches,  were 
received.  The  church  at  Thelma  was  organized  through  the 
lalx)rs  of  J.  J.  ^farshall,  one  of  our  Associational  Mission- 
aries. The  church  at  Justice  resulted  from  the  labors  of 
G.       Puke,  working  a>  an  inde])endent  missionary. 
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The  following  visitors  were  present:  L.    Shaw,  a 

former  Moderator  of  the  Association,  but  now  a  resident 
of  Drakes  Branch,  Virginia ;  J.  S.  Farmer,  representing 
the  Biblical  TIecorder,  and  E.  W.  Shearin,  of  Rocky  Monnt. 

A  strong  resolution  on  temperance  was  adopted,  and  re- 
ports were  read  corumending  every  enterprise  in  which 
the  denomination  is  engaged.  Inspiring  addresses  were 
made  on  all  these  subjects. 

Associational  Missions  held  the  first  place  in  the  minds 
and  hearts  of  the  brethren,  and  more  than  $1,500.00  was 
raised  for  that  purpose. 

There  was  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  a  surplus  for 
the  expenditure  of  which  no  provision  had  been  made.  It 
was  ordered  that  this  surplus  be  used,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  to  help  struggling  churches  build. 

H.  Reid  Miller,  the  new  pastor  at  Littleton,  appeared 
for  the  first  time  in  the  Association.  He  was  welcomed  and 
made  a  brief  but  interesting  address. 

Statistics:  Letters  from  the  churches  showed  .54  Sunday 
Schools,  baptized  375,  total  membershi])  8,4^^2,  total  ex- 
penditures $45,953.80. 

The  Minutes  show:  Woman's  Missionary  Societies  45, 
Sunbeam  Bands  23,  Young  Woman's  Auxiliaries  2,  Royal 
Ambassadors  3. 

These  organizations  raised  during  the  year  for  missionary 
purposes  $1,543.06. 

E  ro  HTY-ETCr  n  T  ir  A  nniveksary. 

Owing  to  an  epidemic  of  influenza  that  was  everywhere 
prevalent,  the  Tar  River  Association  did  not  meet  at  the 
usual  time  in  1918,  It  was  not  until  the  26th  of  November 
that  the  brethren  felt  justified  in  holding  the  annual  session 
of  the  Association.  The  Association  met  this  year  at  Bunn 
and  held  a  two  days'  session. 

Our  beloved  Moderator,  Rev.  George  Mark  Duke,  having 
been  called  to  his  reward  on  July  the  2'2nd,  1918,  on  mo- 
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tion  of  T.  J.  Tavlor,  Brother  Ivey  Allen  was  elected  teiu- 
porarv  chairman.  W.  B.  Morton  led  the  Association  in 
prayer^  after  which  the  roll  of  churches  was  called,  and  the 
Association  was  permanently  organized  by  the  election  of 
Ivey  Allen,  !^[oderator ;  A.  G.  Wilcox,  Clerk  and  Treasurer ; 
T.  J.  Taylor.  Historian,  and  J.  P.  Harris,  Auditor. 

Under  existing-  circumstances  and  by  suggestion  of  the 
brethren  appointed  to  preach,  the  Association  decided  to 
omit  the  introductory  sermon  at  this  session,  and  to  proceed 
at  once  to  business.  The  following  resolution  offered  by 
Brother  ^^lorton  was  adopted: 

Besolved,  That  it  be  the  sense  of  this  Association  that 
the  term  of  tenure,  of  the  office  of  ^^foderator  be  limite<i  to 
not  longer  than  two  years  continuously. 

Brother  W.  ]\r.  Gilnvore,  of  Sanford,  and  Brother  Hines, 
of  Spring  Hope,  were  present  as  visitors. 

Brethren  D.  E.  Deaton,  C.  E.  Edwards,  and  K.  E.  :\ror- 
I'is  were  present  as  new  pastors,  and  were  heartily  welcomed 
by  the  body. 

Able  reports  were  read  on  various  phases  of  denomina- 
tional work,  which  showed  gratifying  progress  and  an  en- 
couraging outlook. 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  showed  that  As- 
sociational  Mission  work  lay  very  close  to  the  hearts  of  our 
people,  and  was  receiving  the  hearty  support  of  the  churches, 
and  was  going  forward  in  a  very  substantial  way.  'J' he  in- 
terest of  the  churches  in  Associational  Missions  was  showni 
by  the  fact  that,  although  on  account  of  influenza  the  dele- 
gation was  very  small,  the  delegates  present  pledged  $1,- 
526.50  to  this  object.  * 

The  report  of  11.  Beid  !^Iiller  on  Woman's  Work  in  our 
lx)imds  indicated  gratifying  progTess. 

The  statistical  tables  show  churches  62,  total  member- 
ship 7,949,  financial  expenditure  $62J308.06,  Sunday 
Schools  62,  pupils  4,250,  Woman's  Missionary  Societies  and 
other  organizations  68,  baptized  during  the  year  447. 
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Etc  ITT  Y  -NT  NT  11  Anniversary. 

On  the  Stli  of  October.  1919,  the  Association  met  with 
Harris  Chapel  Chnrch.  T\ev.  A.  G.  Wilcox  preached  the 
introductory  sermon  from  Prov.  11:30. 

The  roll  call  showed  02  cliurches,  re})resented  by  114  dele- 
i^ates.  The  former  officers  were  re-elected.  An  address  of 
\velcome  was  delivered  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  J.  P.  Harris,  to 
which,  by  the  request  of  the  Moderator,  Brother  W.  B. 
Morton  responded. 

Brethren  T.  D.  Collins,  A.  G.  Carter  and  H.  Reid  Miller 
were  reco^ized  as  new  pastors.  Brother  Pickering  was 
present  as  Col  porter  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  and  Brethren 
Livingston  Johnson,  T.  S.  Crutchfield  and  William  Dozier 
w^ere  welcomed  as  visitors. 

The  various  reports,  notwithstanding  the  demoralizing 
war  crisis  and  the  ])aralyzing  epidemic  of  influenza  through 
which  we  had  been  passing,  indicated  that  our  churches  had 
gone  forward  in  the  various  departments  of  denominational 
work,  and  made  encouraging  progTess. 

This  session  of  the  Association  met  in  the  midst  of  the 
great  campaign  being  vigorously  prosecuted  by  Southern 
Baptist  to  raise  seventy-five  million  dollars  to  be  used  in 
promoting  denominational  enterprises.  The  Tar  River  As- 
sociation was  requested  to  raise  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars of  this  amount.  This  was  apportioned  among  the  vari- 
ous churches  of  the  Association,  and  under  the  able  leader- 
ship of  Brother  E.  R.  Xelson,  assisted  by  actix  e  |)astors  and 
laymen,  the  amount  requested  was  more  than  realized. 

After  forty-tw'o  \'ears  of  active  and  successful  work  in 
Associirtional  Mis?ions,  the  body  decided  that  the  tiuie  had 
come  to  do  its  Associational  ]\lission  work  through  the  Board 
of  ^fissions  of  the  Baptist  State  C^onvention,  and  adopted  a 
recommendation  in  the  re])ort  on  Associational  Missions 
recommending  that  course.  It  was  distinctly  stated  that  this 
change  of  mothod  ^^does  not  contemplate  the  discontinuance 
of  Associational  Mission  work,  but  looks  to  its  enlargement 
and  permanency,  and,  in  the  fiitnre  as  in  the  |)ast.  this 
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glorious  work  will  call  for  the  consecrated  aiviuo-  and  earnest 
endeavor  of  every  nieniber  of  all  our  churches." 

Statistics  of  the  Association  show:  Churches  02,  haptizcMl 
405,  total  nienibership  7,038,  total  ex])enditures  $5:5.0:58.53. 
Sunday  Schools  02,  total  enrollment  5,110,  baptized  from 
schools  257,  Woman's  Missionary  Societies  and  other  or- 
ganizations 57. 


'Nl  NET!  ET I  r   A  X  N I VEK  S  AE  Y. 

The  Tar  River  .Association  met  in  it>  ninetieth  session 
with  Cedar  Tvock  Church,  Franklin  County,  Xorth  Caro- 
lina, on  the  0th  of  October,  1920,  and  held  a  two  days  ses- 
sion. The  Moderator  being  absent,  the  Clerk  called  the 
Association  to  order,  and  after  a  helpful  prayer  and  song 
service,  led  by  Brother  E.  E.  ;^^orris,  Brother  W.  E.  Bow- 
ers was  requested  to  act  as  Moderator  pro  tem.  The  in- 
troductory sermon  Avas  preached  by  Brother  T.  D.  Collins 
from  John  8  :14.  After  the  sermon  the  roll  of  churches  was 
called  and  the  delegates  enrolled. 

The  Association  w^as  permanently  organized  by  the  elec- 
tion of  AV.  E.  Bowers,  ^Foderator,  and  the  re-election  of  A. 
G.  Wilcox,  Clerk  and  Treasurer;  T.  J.  Taylor,  Historian, 
and  J.  P.  Harris,  Auditor.  Brothei*  J.  L.  Price,  the  ])astor 
of  the  church,  extended  a  most  gracious  and  hearty  welcome 
to  delegates  and  visitors,  to  which  J.  P.  Harris  responded. 

T.  J.  Taylor,  the  Historian,  announced  that  at  the  session 
of  the  Association  which  met  at  ^rai)le  S})rings  on  Friday 
before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  August,  1801,  a  report  was 
made  that  the  young  ladies  of  Cedar  Rock  had  organized  a 
society  to  ])rovide  for  the  comfort  and  relief  of  sick  soldiers, 
members  of  the  First  iSTorth  Carolina  Regiment,  encauiped 
at  Yorktown,  Virginia.  The  Association  passed  a  resolu- 
tion heartily  approving  the  action  of  the  young  ladies  and 
pledging  to  them  sympatic  and  co-operation.  When  Brother 
Taylor  inquired  if  .any  of  the  young  members  of  that  so- 
ciety were  present,  Mrs.  G.  W.  ^N'ewell  and  Mrs.  Bettie  Harp- 
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er  responded,  and  a  third  party,  Mrs.  Margaret  Giipton.  not 
present,  is  still  living. 

Brother  R.  T.  Vann,  representing  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, E.  L.  Middleton,  representing  Sunday  Scliools,  and 
Archibald  Johnson,  from  the  Orphanage,  were  present,  and 
not  only  ably  represented  the  objects  for  which  they  stood, 
but  also  rendered  helpful  assistance  in  the  discussions. 

The  various  departments  of  the  organized  work  of  the  de- ' 
nomination  were  ably  presented  by  brethren  previously  ap- 
pointed for  this  purpose,  and  the  reports,  which  were  full 
of  information  and  inspiration,  were  discussed  by  brethren 
conversant  wtih  the  work. 

Brother  E.  R.  Xelson,  the  Associational  Director  in  the 
Seventy-five  Million  Dollar  Campaign,  reported  that  the 
churches  had  subscribed  $2l>8,5:]4.01.  This  was  e$28,- 
534.01  more  than  the  Association  had  been  asked  to  pledge. 
This  remarkable  success  was  mainly  due  to  the  wise  and 
untiring  efforts  of  Brother  Xelson,  the  Director. 

Mrs.  Underbill  read  the  report  on  Woman's  Work,  and 
delivered  an  informing  address  on  that  subject.  The  W. 
M.  U.  of  the  Association  reported  great  progress.  A  great 
chano-e  has  taken  place  in  the  business  of  the  Association, 
formerly  Avomen  did  not  make  reports  and  deliver  addresses. 

The  church  at  Randall  Chapel^,  in  Franklin  County,  a 
newly  organized  church  with  seventeen  mendjers,  was  re- 
ceived. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Brother  J.  P.  Har- 
ris, w^as  unanimously  adopted: 

'^Resolved,  That  we^  as  an  Association,  express  it  as  our 
opinion  that  the  Executive  Connnittee  do  not  reconunend 
an  appropriation  to  any  church  that  does  not  make  a  report 
to  the  Association  or  sup])ort  in  some  measure  the  objects  of 
the  Convention.*' 

The  Minutp.fi  of  this  session  report  68  churches.  8,248 
members,  and  441  baptisms,  of  which  248  were  from  the 
Sunday  Schools.  Total  amount  contributed  to  all  purposes 
$110,370.62.    Sunday  Schools  53.    The  W.  M,  U.  reported 
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?A  local  Fnions.  4  Y.  AY.  A.,  4  Girls  Auxiliaries.  2  R.  A. 
and  18  Sunbeam  Bands. 

Ntxety-fikst  Axxiversary. 

The  Tar  River  Association  met  with  the  Baptist  Church 
in  Littleton  at  11  A.  ]Vr.,  October  5th,  1021.  The  regular 
appointee,  Rev.  R.  E.  ^forris,  having  left  the  Association 
and  entered  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary, 
the  introductory  sermon  was  preached  by  his  alternate,  Rev. 
E.  R.  Xelson,  from  John  1:29,  -Behold  the  Lamb  of  God, 
which  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world."  The  theme,  ''The 
L^niversal  Sinbearer,''  was  ably  presented. 

The  Association  was  called  to  order  by  the  former  Mod- 
erator, Hon.  W.  E.  Bowsers.  Owing  to  the  death  of  Rev. 
Albert  G.  Wilcox,  who  for  forty-four  years  had  sei'ved  the 
Association  as  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  Brother  E.  R.  Xelson 
was  unanimously  chosen  Clerk  pro  tem.  He  proceeded  to 
call  the  roll  of  churches,  and  a  majority  of  them  being  pres- 
ent, the  ^Moderatoi'  declared  the  meeting  ready  for  business. 

The  Association  was  permanently  organized  by  the  re- 
election of  W.  E.  Bowsers,  Moderator;  E.  R.  Xelson  was 
elected  Clerk  and  Treasurer;  X.  H.  Shepherd,  Auditor,  and 
T.  J.  Taylor  was  re-elected  Historian. 

This  session  of  the  Association  was  held  in  the  beautiful 
and  commodious  new  house  of  w^orship  of  Littleton  Baptist 
Church. 

The  following  visiting  brethren  were  present :  E.  L. 
^liddleton.  representing  Sunday  Schools,  and  J.  S.  Earmer 
of  the  Biblical  Recorder.  The  new^  pastors  present  were 
AV.  R.  AVallace  and  A.  X.  Corpening. 

In  the  absence  of  J.  U.  Teagiie,  the  Clerk  read  tlie  able 
report  which  he  had  prepared  on  Aged  Ministers.  J.  Willie 
White,  the  able  Superintendent  of  AVarrenton  Baptist  Sun- 
day School,  read  the  report  on  Sunday  Schools.  J.  J.  Mar- 
shall made  the  report  on  B.  Y.  P.  Tj]  AA'ork.  T.  J.  Taylor 
read  his  report  as  Historian.  X.  H.  Shepherd  presented  the 
report  on  Periodicals.    J.  Edward  Allen  reported  on  Chris- 
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tian  Education.  The  Orphanage  was  presented  by  A.  Gr. 
Carter.  Associational  and  State  ^lissions  were  reported  on 
by  T.  J.  Taylor.  John  Picot  spoke  on  the  Baptist  Founda- 
tion. S.  L.  Morgan  read  the  report  on  Home  ^lissions.  E. 
R.  Xelson  reported  on  Foreign  Missions  and  the  Seventy- 
five  Million  Dollar  Campaign.  H.  Reid  Miller  made  the 
report  on  Woman's  Work.  The  report  on  Temperance  was 
prepared  by  J.  AV.  Xobles  and  read  by  the  Clerk.  All  these 
subjects  were  ably  presented  and  discussed. 

John  F.  ^lichiner  paid  a  beautifully  touching  and  richly 
deserved  tribute  to  the  late  Eev.  Joseph  Paul  Bowers^  who, 
(luring-  his  pastorate  in  Littleton,  began  the  movement  that 
resulred  in  the  erection  of  the  beautiful  house  of  worship  now 
occupied  by  the  l]a])tist  church  in  that  town. 

The  Association  adjourned  Thursday  afternoon,  October 
t)th,  to  meet  with  Cypress  Chapel  Church,  Wednesday  after 
the  first  Sumhiy  in  October,  1922. 

The  letters  to  the  Association  reported  Go  churches,  bap- 
tisnis  905,  total  membership  9,932,  value  of  church  prop- 
erty $385,375,  numl>er  of  Sunday  Schools  63,  Woman's 
Missionary  Societies  36,  Y.  W.  A.  4,  G.  A.  5,  R.  A.  2, 
Sunbeam  Bands  20.  Total  amount  contributed  to  local  ex- 
pense and  benevolence  $86,638.90. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


Rksi'mk. 

Having  liuished  the  storv  of  the  annual  meetings  of  the 
Tar  River  Association,  it  may  be  interesting*  and  profitable 
to  make  a  brief  review  of  the  progress  of  the  body. 

At  the  first  annii^ersary,  which  was  held  at  Sandy  Creek 
Meeting  House  in  Franklin  County  in  1831,  there  were 
fourteen  churches  represented.  Nine  of  these  were  from 
the  Kehukee  Association,  four  were  from  the  Raleigh  As- 
sociation, and  one  was  a  newly  constituted  church  in  Warren 
County,  known  as  Allen's,  now  Brown's  Meeting  House. 
These  churches  reported  935  mend^ers,  and  contributed  to 
associational  purposes  $27.00.  Four  of  the  churches  that 
entered  into  the  organization  soon  returned  to  the  Kehukee, 
and  cannot  be  reckoned  in  considering  the  work  and  growth 
of  the  Association.  These  were  Mearn's  Chapel,  Quankie, 
Rocky  Swamp  and  Sappony. 

Xctwithstanding  the  ditlkulties  with  which  the  Associa- 
tion had  to  contend,  the  Minutes  of  the  tenth  anniversary 
report  15  churches,  baptisms  275,  a  total  membership  of 
1,321,  and  contributions  to  associational  purposes  $28.50. 

The  Minutes  of  the  twentieth  anniversary  show  churches 
20,  baptisms  26,  a  total  membership  of  1,297,  and  during 
the  year  $65.52  had  been  contributed  by  the  churches  to 
the  support  of  Thomas  W  ilcox,  missionary. 

The  statistical  table  in  the  ^linutes  of  the  thirtieth  an- 
niversary o'ives  ordained  preachers  15,  licensed  preachers 
7,  churches  26,  baptisms  ^-^4,  and  funds  sent  to  the  Associa- 
tion $71.24. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  fortieth  anniversary  there  were  27 
churches  represented  l)y  45  delegates.  The  churches  re- 
ported baptisms  113,  and  a  total  membei'ship  of  2,823.  Rut 
little  was  being  done  for  the  spread  of  the  gospel.  This  was, 
perhaps,  the  very  darkest  j^eriod  in  our  history. 

The  Minutes  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  show  wonderful 
progress.    The  sleeping  giant  had  been  awakened,  and  was 
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begiiniing  the  great  work  that  has  meant  so  much  to  the 
Baptist  denomination.  The  statistics  show  churches  49, 
baptisms  419,  total  membership  4,686.  There  were  Sun- 
day Schools  in  57  churches,  and  some  churches  reported 
more  than  one  Sunday  School.  The  financial  table  shows 
the  following  contributions:  State  Missions  $103.25,  Asso- 
ciational  Missions  $1,505.75,  Foreign  Missions  $34.29. 

In  1890  the  A^^sociation  met  in  Greenville.  The  statistics 
indicate  churches  63,  pastors  21,  baptized  372,  total  mem- 
bership 9,828,  and  total  expenditures  $16,469.05.  Fifty 
churches  re])orted  Sunday  Schools.  Th^  missionary  opera- 
tions of  the  Association  during  the  year  amounted  to 
$1,155.93. 

The  Digest  of  Letters  found  in  the  ]\Iinutes  of  the  seven- 
tieth anniversary  shows  churches  81,  members  8,054,  bap- 
tisms 428,  contributions  to  all  purposes  $29,539.04.  There 
were  70  churches  reporting  Sunday  Schools. 

The  seventy-se\'enth  anniversary  of  the  Association  was 
held  in  Plenderson.  The  Minutes  show  churches  100,  bap- 
tisms 743,  whole  nund)er  of  members  11,006,  total  expendi- 
tures $40,523.00,  and  80  Sunday  Schools  were  reported. 

At  this  time,  on  account  of  the  extensive  territory  cov- 
ered by  the  Association,  and  for  the  sal>:e  of  greater  efficiency, 
it  became  necessary  to  di^'ide  the  body.  Therefore.  49 
churches  procured  letters  and  organized  the  Roanoke  Asso- 
ciation. This  left  the  original  body  with  51  churches  to 
htart  out  on  a  new^  career. 

The  eighty-sixth  anniversary  met  with  Philadelphia 
Church,  in  E'asli  County.  There  were  60  churches  reported, 
delegates  103,  preachers  25,  Sunday  Schools  54,  baptisms 
from  Sunday  Schools  267,  total  baptisms  413,  total  mem- 
bership 8,17'2,  total  contributions  $32,837.99. 

The  Minutes  of  the  meeting  at  Sandy  Creek  Church  in 
1908  show  that  after  the  division  the  Tar  River  Associa- 
tion had  51  churches,  (>,551  members  and  expended  during 
the  year  $24,881.50.    There  were  45  Sunday  Schools. 

The  ninety-first  session  Avas  held  at  Littleton  in  October, 
1921.    Letters  to  the  Association  reported  63  churches,  bap- 
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tisiiis  905,  total  membership  9,932,  value  of  church  prop- 
erty $385,375,  number  of  Sunday  Schools  03,  Woman's 
Missionary  Societies  and  other  organizations  G7.  Total 
amount  contributed  to  local  expense  and  benevolence  $80,- 
638.90. 

When  we  consider  the  small  beginning  of  the  Tar  River 
Association  at  Sandy  Creek  Church  in  1830  in  contrast  with 
the  present  glorious  achievements  of  the  old  Tar  River,  and 
her  no  less  glorious  daughter,  the  Roanoke  Association,  we 
are  reminded  of  the  prophetic  words  of  the  Psalmist:  '^There 
shall  be  an  handful  of  corn  in  the  earth  upon  the  top  of  the 
mountains;  tiie  fruit  thereof  shall  shake  like  Lebanon,  and 
they  of  the  city  shall  flourish  like  gi-ass  of  the  earth.'' 


CHAPTER  XV. 


SKETCHES  OF  CHURCHES. 

This  section,  on  acconnt  of  not  being  able  to  obtain  ma- 
terial, is  very  meagre  and  niisatisfactory.  If  the  churches 
had  been  able  to  furnish  the  necessary  information  this 
would  have  been  a  very  interesting  and  helpful  part  of  the 
work,  but,  owing  to  the  condition  of  most  books  of  church 
record,  it  is  well-nigh  impossible  for  the  Clerks  to  furnish 
satisfactory  records  of  Iheir  churches.  This  explains  why 
many  of  our  churches  are  very  briefly  mentioned  in  this 
book.  This  does  not  mean  that  they  do  not  deserve  to  be 
largely  mentioned  and  greatly  praised,  but,  that  the  writer 
could  not  obtain  the  desired  information.  These  records 
close  with  1921. 

Advance. 

This  is  one  of  the  youngest  churches  of  the  Association. 
It  is  located  near  Kittrell,  in  Vance  County.  It  was  con- 
stituted in  1910  and  received  into  the  Association,  which 
met  at  New  Bethel,  in  October  of  that  year.  Advance  is 
one  of  our  mission  churches,  and  is  making  commendable 
progress.  It  has  been  served  by  the  following  pastors :  J.  W. 
Sledge,  E.  R.  Xelsou,  B.  Duckett,  J.  II.  Barnes  and  J.  TJ. 
Teague. 

Beau  Swamp. 

Bear  Swamp  Church  is  one  among  the  older  churches  in 
the  Association.  The  date  of  its  constitution  is  unknown. 
Its  early  history  is  obscure,  but  when  we  consider  the  kind 
of  people  and  the  type  of  character  it  produced  it  must 
have  been  'served  by  able,  godly  pastors,  and  insjured  by 
lofty  ideals. 

Among  the  pastors  in  the  olden  time  were  such  men  as 
Phileuion  Bennett,  William  Worrell.  These  men,  and  others 
like  them,  left  a  permanent  impression  upon  the  conununity. 
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They  were  succeeded  by  worthy  men.  A  complete  list  of 
the  pastors  cannot  be  obtained^  bnt  among  them  a|)pear  such 
names  as  i^.  A.  Pnrefoy,  Vernon  I'Anson,  George  M.  Duke, 
A.  G.  Wilcox,  G.  W.  liay,  X.  W.  Eobbitt  and  others,  whose 
names  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain. 

Among  the  saintly  women  who  came  out  of  this  ehnrch 
to  bless  the  world  were  such  as  ^^Aunt"  Martha  Powell,  Sis- 
ter Mary  G.  Watson,  and  Sister  Bowers,  the  mother  of  Hon- 
orable AV.  E.  Bowers,  and  his  brother,  Thad  B.  Bowers. 
Time  would  fail  me  to  mention  the  long  list  of  worthy  men 
and  women  whose  names  adorn  the  records  of  this  old  church 
book. 

Bear  Swamp  was  at  first  a  member  of  the  Kehukee  Asso- 
ciation, but  sympathizing  with  the  spirit  of  scriptural  prog- 
ress prevailing  among  the  ^lissionary  Baptists,  it  transferred 
its  membership  to  the  Tar  Biver  Association,  at  the  session 
of  1834,  which  was  held  at  Brown's  Meeting  House.  It  has 
always  been  loyal  to  the  spirit  and  woi'k  of  the  Association, 
Bear  Swamp  entertained  the  Association  at  the  sessions  of 
1840  and  1866. 

Bettii.kiie.m. 

This  Chnrch  is  the  resnlt  of  the  earnest  labors  of  Brother 
A.  G.  Wilcox.  It  was  constituted  in  1805  and  occupies  in\ 
important  position  a  few  miles  from  Tlielma,  in  Halifax 
County.  It  was  received  into  the  Tar  Biver  Association  at 
tlie  session  of  1895,  and  has  since  been  regularly  repre- 
sented in  the  Association.  Among  the  pastors  who  have 
served  Bethlehem'  may  be  mentioned  Brethren  A.  G.  Wil- 
cox, N".  W.  Bobbitt,  and  A.  P.  Mnstian.  This  church  has 
been  blessed  with  several  gracious  revivals. 

Bethesda. 

At  the  session  of  the  Association  of  1908  this  church  was 
received  as  a  constituent  member.  It  is  located  near  Palmer 
Springs  in  Virginia,  and  previously  belonged  to  a  Virginia 
Association.    Among  the  pastors  may  be  mentioned  W.  K. 
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Hogan,  W.  P.  Campbell,  W.  J.  Jones,  A.  V.  Joyner,  J.  P. 
Harris^  E.  P.  Nelson. 

Bobbitt's  Chapel 

This  chnrch  first  appears  in  the  list  of  the  churches  of 
the  Tar  Piver  Association  in  the  Minutes  of  the  session  of 
191:].  It  is  located  about  five  miles  from  Littleton,  in  Hali- 
fax County.  It  resulted  from  the  self-sacrificing  labors  of 
l^rother  X.  W.  Bobbitt,  who  has  served  as  pastor  from'  its 
organization. 

Brown^s. 

Brown's  Church  occupies  an  important  position  in  War- 
ren County.  It  was  constituted  in  1830,  but  it  had  previously 
existed  for  many  years^  first  as  an  arm  of  Peedy  Creek 
Church,  and  later  as  an  arm  of  Tanner's  Church.  The  first 
meeting  house  was  built  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  Axtell 
and  Henderson  road,  wdiere  Kerney's  Chapel  colored  church 
now  stands.  This  church  was  erected  before  1790,  probablv 
as  early  as  1775.  The  present  meeting  house,  which  occu- 
pies a  beautiful  location,  seven  miles  west  of  Warrenton, 
was  built  in  1855,  and  was  occupied  for  the  first  time  on 
Saturday  before  the  second  Sunday  in  December  of  that 
year.  In  early  times  this  church  was  known,  sometimes  a^^ 
Brown's  and  sometimes  as  Allen's  ^[eeting  House.  It  united 
with  the  Tar  Piver  Association  at  the  session  of  1831  and 
has  always  been  represented,  except  in  the  sessions  of  1835, 
1836,  1837  and  1838.  During  these  years  it  was  dominated 
by  an  anti-mission  element,  which  led  it  to  withdraw  from 
the  Association.  In  1838  the  majority  refused  longer  to 
submit  to  this  faction,  Avhereupon  the  twelve  anti-mission 
members  of  the  cluirch  withdrew  from  its  fellowship,  w^ere 
promptly  excluded,  and  peace  and  harmony  were  restored^ 
and  the  church  again  prospered.  In  1839  Bi'own's  sent  dele- 
gates to  the  Association  and  has  since  been  regularly  repre- 
sented. 

The  Tar  Piver  Association  has  held  four  sessions  with  this 
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old  cluirch,  viz.,  the  sessions  of  1834,  1844,  1862  and  1886. 
Two  of  those  sessions  were  epoch-making  occasions  in  the 
church.  Tliat  of  18-34  ushered  in  tlie  period  of  discord, 
which  divided  the  church  for  four  years,  that  of  1886  ush- 
ered in  the  period  of  progTess,  wliich  has  since  marked  the 
history  of  the  church. 

The  organized  church  during  its  history  of  eighty-eight 
years  has  had  but  four  pastors.  Willoughby  Hudgins  sen-ed 
twenty-one  years,  'N.  iVddison  Purefoy  twenty-eight  years. 
D.  A.  Glenn  five  years  and  T.  J.  Taylor  from  April,  1885,  to 
the  present  time.  Previous  to  the  organization  of  the  church, 
that  is  counting  from  1775  to  1830,  there  had  only  been 
three  preachers  regularly  ministering  at  this  place.  These 
were  John  Tanner,  ^\hu  served  from  tlie  beginning  to  about 
1790;  Thomas  Gardner,  wlio  succeeded  Tanner,  and  who 
ministered  here  until  his  death  in  1825,  and  Willoughby 
Hudgins,  who  succeeded  Gardner,  and  was  serving  when  tlie 
churcli  was  organized,  and  continued  his  ministrations  here 
until  the  fall  of  1851. 

This  congregation  has  been  blessed  with  many  gracious 
revivals,  and  has  had  a  part  in  every  onward  movement  of 
the  denomination.  One  of  its  members,  John  Watson,  and 
his  wife,  ^lary  G.  AVatson.  built  two  of  the  first  houses  that 
were  erected  at  Thomasville  Orphanage,  and  Brother  Wat- 
son was  one  of  the  five  brethren,  each  of  whom  gave  $1,000.00 
to  make  the  first  $5,000.00  of  the  present  endowment  of 
Wake  Forest  College. 

This  church  resulted  from  the  ministry  of  George  ^E. 
Duke,  who  as  pastor  of  Poplar  Springs  Church,  preached  at 
Bunn.  It  came  into  the  Association,  as  a  new  church,  in 
1911,  and  is  making  rapid  progTess  in  the  work  of  the  king- 
dom, especially  along  the  lines  of  the  work  of  the  B.  Y.  P. 
U.  The  church  is  well  located  in  a  thrifty  community  in 
Franklin  County. 

The  pastors  have  ])een  George  ^F.  Duke  and  Wallace  TT. 
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Hartsell.  November  9  and  10,  1918,  the  Association  met 
Avith  tlie  chnrch  at  Bunn. 

Gary. 

This  chnrch  is  located  in  Vance  Connty,  near  Hender- 
son, and  is  the  fruit  of  a  Sunday  School  conducted  by  mem- 
bers of  the  First  Baptist  Chnrch  in  Henderson.  Among 
its  pastors  may  be  mentioned  Jl.  VanDeventer,  J.  A.  Strad- 
ley.  George  T.  Tnnstall  and  the  present  incumbent,  E.  Ji. 
kelson. 

It  was  received  into  tlie  Association,  as  a  new  church,  in 
1S97. 

It  has  built  two  liouses  of  worship,  enjoyed  several  gra- 
cious revivals,  maintained  an  evergreen  Sunday  School,  and 
sent  out  one  preacher^  J.  E.  Iloyle. 

Castalia. 

Gastalia  united  with  the  Association,  as  a  new  church,  in 
1892.  It  is  located  in  Iv^ash  Gounty^  in  a  neighborhood  that 
has  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  a  good  liigh  school  and  is,  there- 
fore, composed  of  a  progressive  and  intelligent  people. 

Among  its  efficient  pastors  may  be  noted  A.  A.  Pippin, 
W.  G.  ^v^well,  P.  D.  Mangum,'  G.  AV.  May  and  Oscar 
Greech. 

Gets^terville. 

Genterville  was  constituted  in  1914,  as  the  result  of  the 
labors  of  the  late  George  AV.  Goppedge,  and  united  with  the 
Association  the  same  year.  Before  and  since  the  church 
was  constituted,  Brethren  A,  G.  A\'ilcox,  G.  M.  Duke,  J.  H. 
Harper,  G.  W.  Goppedge  and  A.  P.  ]\[ustian  preached  here. 
The  present  pastor  is  B.  E.  Morris. 

Gedar  Rock. 

This  couimunity  has  long  been  noted  for  its  intelligence 
and  progressive  public  spirit.  In  the  ^fiuutes  of  the  Tar 
Biver  Association  of  1801  appears  the  following: 
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'^Kesolved,  That,  we  learn  with  pleasure  that  patriotic 
young  ladies  at  Cedar  Rock  are  zealously  exerting  them- 
selves to  procure  the  means  for  ministering  to  the  wants  of 
our  sick  soldiers  at  Yorktown ; 

"That  we  cordially  endorse  their  philanthropic  and  benev- 
olent efTorts,  and  recommend  them  as  eminently  worthy  of 
encouragement  and  assistance. 

Cedar  Rock  Church  came  into  the  Association,  as  a  new 
church,  in  1877.  Tt  long  enjoyed  the  pastoral  labors  of  that 
devwt  man  of  God,  George  ^f.  Duke,  whose  ministry  l>e- 
gan  there  in  1903.  His  immediate  predecessor  was  W.  C. 
Xowell. 

Corinth. 

The  original  name  of  this  church  w^as  Haywoods.  It  was 
changed  to  Corinth  in  1875.  Haywoods  was  originally  a 
member  of  the  Raleigh  Association,  and  came  from  that  As- 
sociation in  1830  to  unite  with  other  churches  in  forming 
the  Tar  River  Association.  It  is  well  located  in  a  prosper- 
ous section  of  Franklin  County. 

Thomas  Crocker,  J.  B.  Solomon,  and  Patrick  H.  Smith, 
and  perhaps  other  preachers,  were  members  of  this  church. 
It  is  impossible  to  give  a  list  of  the  pastors,  as  the  pastors 
of  the  churches  do  not  appear  in  the  Minutes  of  the  early 
sessions  of  the  Association,  but  it  is  certain  that  many  able 
ministers  have  ministered  in  spiritual  things  to  this  congre- 
gation. Corinth  has  exerted  a  wide  influence,  and  age  has 
not  impaired  its  usefulness. 

The  Tar  River  Association  met  with  Corinth  in  1849, 
1871  and  1901. 

Cypress  Chapel. 

Cypress  Chapel  is  one  of  the  Franklin  County  churches. 
Tt  was  constituted  in  1850,  and  was  received  into  the  Asso- 
ciation at  Salem  Cliurch,  in  Wilson  County,  in  August, 
1856. 
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The  Association  met  with  Cypress  Chapel  in  1867.  James 
A.  Pitchford  and  George  Dnke  preached  their  first  ser- 
mons before  the  Association  at  this  time.  Brother  Duke 
preached  on  Saturday  morning  from  Psahn  116:12:  '^Wiat 
shall  I  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all  his  benefits  toAvard  me?" 
This  sermon  established  Brother  Duke's  reputation  as  one 
of  the  strong  preachers  of  the  Association,  and  of  the  State. 

The  list  of  pastors  includes  such  name  as  J.  E.  Hocutt, 
O.  W.  Sawyer,  D.  T.  Putman,  G.  W.  May  and  G.  M.  Duke! 

Enterprise. 

Enterprise  is  located  in  Warren  County,  near  the  towii 
of  Littleton.  A.  G.  Wilcox  preached  in  this  neighborhood 
previous  to  the  constitution  of  the  church,  and  was  prob- 
ably preaching  there  when  the  church  was  organized.  He 
served  the  church  for  some  time,  and  was  succeded  by  L.  C. 
Perkinson.  Among  the  later  preachers  may  be  noted  W. 
Bobbitt,  R.  P.  AValker,  A.  P.  Mustian,  and  H.  R.  Miller. 

Enterprise  w^as  constituted  in  1887;,  and  was  received 
into  the  Association  at  the  session  Avhich  met  that  year  at 
Samaria  Church. 

Epiiesus. 

We  are  probably  indebted  to  the  labors  of  George  W. 
Coppedge  for  Ephesus  Church.  He  and  other  preachers  did 
earnest  pioneer  work  in  this  section. 

The  church  was  constituted  and  received  into  the  Associa- 
tion in  1880.  It  is  located  near  Spring  Hope  in  Xash 
County,  and  is  composed  of  substantial  Xash  County  farm- 
ers and  their  families.    J.  E.  Hocutt  is  the  present  pastor. 

FiSTiiNG  Creek. 

A  church  of  this  name  was  one  of  the  constituent  mem- 
bers of  the  Tar  River  Association  in  1830.  Philemon  Ben- 
nett was  the  pastor  at  that  time.  This  church  was  prob- 
ably an  offspring  of  Reedy  Creek,  and  was  constituted  be- 
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fore  the  Revolutionary  War.  Its  name  appears  for  the  last 
time,  as  a  member  of  the  Association,  in  the  ^liniites  of  the 
session  of  183<_i.  About  this  time  several  churches  that  had 
formerly  beloni»ed  to  the  Kehukee  Association,  returned  to 
that  body.  Fishing  Creek  may  have  been  one  of  them,  as  it 
does  not  again  appear  in  the  list  of  churches  of  the  Tar 
River  Association.  For  the  most  part  these  seceding 
churches  seem  to  have  coase<i  to  exist,  and  Fishing  Creek 
certainly  died. 

In  1881  a  church  by  the  name  of  Fishing  Creek  was  con- 
stituted in  Xash  County,  near  the  Halifax  line.  This 
church  came  into  the  Association  in  1881,  and  is  still  a 
member  of  the  body.  W.  O.  Rosser,  one  of  the  able  young 
preachers  of  the  State,  was  licensed  and  ordained  by  this 
church.    ;N'.  W.  Bobbitt  is  the  present  efficient  pastor. 

Gardxer^s. 

This  church  was  at  first  an  arm  of  Reedy  Creek  and 
received  its  name  from  Elder  Thomas  Gardner,  who  min- 
istered to  the  people  in  that  community.  In  the  History  of 
the  Kehid?:ee  x\ssociation  it  is  referred  to  as  ''Elder  Gard- 
ner's ^Meeting  House." 

T\Tjen  Tanner's  Church  was  organized  the  congregation 
worshipping  at  ^'Elder  Gardner's  fleeting  House"  became 
a  part  of  that  lx)dy  and  continued  in  that  connection  until 
181-4:  or  '45.  It  was  received  into  the  Association,  as  a 
newly  constituted  church,  in  1815. 

Previous  to  its  organization  as  a  church  Elders  Thomas 
Gardner  and  Willoughby  Hudgins  ministered  there  in  holy 
things.  Since  its  organization  it  has  been  sensed  in  the  pas- 
torate in  the  order  here  given  by  Elders  Willoughby  Hud- 
gins, Addison  Purefoy,  D.  A.  Glenn,  W.  B.  Morton,  i^.  B. 
Cobb,  G.  AV.  Harmon,  R.  G.  Kendrick,  A.  Cree,  W.  J. 
Tones.  A.  V.  Toyner,  Tv.  ^^^  Hogan,  AY.  P.  ('aui"[)bell  and 
J.  P,  Harris. 

Gardner's  is  located  in  a  good  section  of  Warren  County 
and  is  composed  of  sturdy,  progressive  people.    It  enjoys  the 


'134  TAR   RIVER  HISTORY 


unique  reputation  of  having  entefrtained  the  Association 
before  it  was  organized  as  an  inde])en(]ent  chnrcli.  The  As- 
sociation met  liere  in  18-12,  1857,  1889  and  UM7. 

^lacon  and  \'anghan  churches  are  the  offspring  of  Gard- 
ner's. 

) 

PlAPviiis  Chapel. 

Harris  C^h.apel  was  received  into  the  Association  in  1879. 
It  is  located  near  the  town  of  Hollister  in  Halifax  County, 
and  is  a  ^da'orous,  progressive  church. 

A.  G.  Wilcox  and  Daniel  Wester  began  holding  meetings 
in  this  community  probably  as  early  as  1875.  Their  labors 
were  blessed,  a  church  was  constituted  and  a  house  of  worship 
erected.  A  few  years  later  tbe  house  was  greatly  improved, 
and  recently  the  congregation  built  a  new  and  beautiful 
meeting  house. 

Among  the  pastors  may  he  noted  A.  G.  Wilcox,  J.  A. 
Pitchford,       W.  Bobbitt,'  A.  P.  Mustian  and  J.  P.  Harris. 

Henderson. 

The  First  Church  in  Henderson  was  organized  in  1858 
and  united  with  the  Tar  Piver  Association.  Some  years 
later  it  became  a  mend^er  of  the  Flat  River  Association, 
but  in  1891  returned  to  its  first  love,  and  since  that  time 
has  been  one  of  the  progressive  churches  of  the  old  Tar 
River. 

Dr.  W.  T.  Walters  probably  began  the  work  in  Hender- 
son and  was  for  a  considerable  time  pastor  of  the  church. 
Among  other  pastors  occur  the  names  of  W.  M.  AVingate, 
J.  F.  McDuffie,  P.  VanDeventer,  J.  W.  Millard,  J.  D. 
Hufliam,  J.  D.  Larkin,  J.  P.  Doan,  J.  W.  Morgan,  and 
Sam  L.  Morgan.  These  brethren  wrought  faithfully  and 
under  their  ministry  the  church  has  made  steady  progress. 

In  the  beginning,  the  church  purchased  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  lots  in  the  town  and  erected  a  conmiodious  frame 
building  on  it. 

Under  the  pastorate  of  J.  V,  McDuffie,  in  the  early 


TAR   RIVER  HISTORY 


135 


eighties,  the  old  buihling  wa^  moved  back,  and  has  since 
been  used  for  Sunday  School  and  social  purposes.  The 
present  neat  brick  building  was  erected  on  the  site  of  the 
original  structure.  Having  outgrown  its  present  quarters 
the  church  has  purchased  one  of  the  most  desirable  locations 
in  the  town  on  which  a  commodious  and  handsome  house 
of  worship  is  being  built.  Under  the  present  able  and  pro- 
gressive pastiu*  the  cliurch  is  going  forward  into  larger 
things. 

IlrcKOPvY  Rock. 

Thi-  church  grew  up  out  of  the  lalx)i's  of  George  ^f.  Duke, 
who,  although  he  had  been  preaching  for  more  than  fifty 
years,  continued  to  undertake  new  work.  Hickory  Eock 
was  constituted  and  came  into  the  Association  in  191.5.  Tt 
occupies  a  strategic  position  in  i'ranklin  County  and  bids 
fair  to  become  a  strong  and  efficient  church.  G.  Duke 
was  the  pastor  of  the  church  from  the  time  of  its  organiza- 
tion to  the  time  of  his  death. 

Holly  Grove. 

Holly  Grove  is  one  of  the  youngest  of  our  churches.  Tt 
was  received  into  the  Association  in  191  (>.  It  is  well  lo- 
cated in  Tranklin  County  and  under  the  leadership  of  S. 
S.  McGregor,  its  earnest  pastor,  has  the  opportunity  of  do- 
ing a  large  work  in  furthering  the  kingdom. 

Inez. 

Inez  Church  is  at  Inez,  in  Warren  County.  It  came  into 
the  Association,  as  a  new  church,  in  1914.  Although  it  was 
constituted  under  the  ministry  of  George  AV.  Coppedge,  it 
was  made  possible  by  several  years  of  faithful  missionary 
work  rendered  by  Albert  G.  Wilcox.  It  is  a  small  body, 
but  it  is  well  located,  and  has  a  good  opportunity  for  growth. 
A.  P.  ]\[ustian  succeeded  Elder  Coppedge.  He  resigiied  to 
attend  Crozer  Tlieological  Seminary,  and  J.  P.  Harris  suc- 
ceeded him,  and  is  now  the  pastor. 
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JoYNEE^s  Chapel. 

This  is  another  of  the  Franklin  County  churches.  It  was 
received  into  the  Association,  as  a  new  church  in  1904.  It 
has  grown  rapidly  in  numerical  strength,  and  now  has  a 
membership  of  over  two  hundred.  Wallace  H.  Hartsell  is 
the  present  efficient  pastor. 

Brother  G.  M.  Duke  was  the  first  pastor  and  the  church 
was  probably  constituted  under  his  ministry.  He  served 
until  1910,  and  was  succeeded  by  W.  L.  Bilbro,  who  in  turn 
was  succeeded  by  W.  H.  Hartsell  in  1913.. 

J  USTICE. 

This  new  church  was  received  at  the  session  of  1917.  It 
is  located  in  Franklin  County,  and  owes  its  existence  to  the 
faithful  labors  of  the  late  George  M.  Duke.  The  present 
membership  is  twenty-five. 

\ 

KiTTRELL. 

This  church  is  located  in  the  towm  of  Kittrell.  It  was 
organized  in  1909,  and  joined  the  Association  at  Sharon  in 
the  same  year.  In  the  summer  of  1909  H.  T.  Stevenson, 
then  pastor  at  ^N^orth  and  South  Henderson  churches,  held 
a  meeting  at  Kittrell,  which  resulted  in  fourteen  baptisms. 
A  church  was  constituted  and  a  lot  was  donated  on  which  a 
neat  house  of  worship  has  been  erected.  F.  R.  I^elson  was 
pastor  for  several  years.  Paul  Daniel  is  the  present  pas- 
tor. 

Littleton". 

Littleton  is  really  Fnon  Church  with  its  nanie  changed. 
Enon  was  received  into  the  Association,  as  a  new  church, 
in  1816.  It  was  located  near  the  town  of  Littleton,  and 
for  nearly  thirty  years  did  a  good  work  in  the  community. 
In  1875  Enon  wisely  moved  to  town,  and  changed  its  name 
to  Littleton,  which  is  the  name  of  the  town  in  which  it  is 
located.    The  church  has  had  a  checkered  experience,  and 
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lias  had  to  contend  witli  many  difficulties.  l)\it  it  lias  made 
progTess  and  is  still  doing  a  good  work. 

The  house  of  worship,  which  was  at  first  erected,  and 
which  is  hallowed  by  many  precious  memories,  heing  no 
longer  ade(]uate  to  the  deuiands  of  the  congregation,  a  new 
and  handsome  building  is  being  erected  on  a  desirable  loca- 
tion. 

The  church  has  experienced  some  serious  reverses,  and 
enjoyed  many  gracious  revivals  of  religion.  It  has  been 
highly  favored  with  the  pastoral  labors  of  many  able  and 
excellent  ministers,  among  whom  may  be  mentioned  W.  T. 
Walters,  J.  F.  McDuffie,  D.  A.  Glenn,  W.  B.  Morton,  J. 
M.  McManaway,  John  Mitchell,  J.  K.  Fant,  J.  T.  Ed- 
mundson,  A.  Cree,  S.  L.  Morgan,  J.  Paul  Bowers,  R.  P. 
AValker,  A.  B.  Harrell  and  H.  Eeid  ^^[iller. 

LOUISBUEG. 

A  church  was  constituted  in  Louisburg  in  1836,  and  was 
received  into  the  Tar  River  Association  at  the  session  which 
met  that  year  with  Shiloh  Church,  in  Franklin  County. 
Louisburg  Church  was  organized  under  the  ministry  of  Dr. 
Samuel  Wait  and  he  was  for  several  years  the  pastor. 

In  the  Association al  Minutes  from  1836  to  1850  the 
names  of  J.  J.  Harper,  William  Carter,  Simon.  G.  ^^Tntley, 
Daniel  F.  Richardson,  Peyton  P.  Williams,  W.  B.  Williams, 
G.  Lewis,  J.  S.  Barrow,  C.  J.  Egerton,  and  A.  M.  Lewds 
appear  as  delegates  from  Louisburg. 

Guilford  Lewis  was  a  local  preacher  and  earnestly  strove 
to  hold  the  church  together,  but  conditions  were  unfavor- 
able and  during  the  AVar  Between  the  States,  or  just  after- 
wards, the  church  ceased  to  exist,  the  property  was  sold  to 
the  negroes,  and  the  Baptist  cause  in  Louisburg  seemed  to 
be  dead. 

A  brighter  day,  however,  w^as  about  to  dawn.  In  1869 
Captain,  now  Judge  Cooke,  moved  to  to\vn.  He  was  not 
willing  to  live  in  a  town  where  there  was  no  Baptist  church, 
and  at  once  went  actively  to  work  for  the  re-organization  of 
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Louisbiirg'  Baptist  Chiircb.  Among  those  who  went  into 
the  re-organization  of  the  church,  the  names  of  Judge  and 
Mrs.  C.  M.  Cooke,  Dr.  W.  M.  Crenshaw,  J.  S.  Barrow, 
Joseph  J.  Harper,  Sam  T.  Wilder,  Sr.,  Mrs.  Ann  Haseltine 
Harper,  Mrs.  Louise  Edwards,  Mrs.  John  JTpperman,  and 
Mrs.  Winnie  Jo\nier  appear.  Most  of  these  had  been  mem- 
bers of  the  old  church. 

The  church  was  re-organized  by  J.  L.  Carroll,  w^ho  was 
then  pastor  of  Maple  Springs  Church.  Dr.  CaiToU  Avas 
succeeded  in  the  Louisburg  pastorate  by  Dr.  Charles  E.  Tay- 
lor and  George  M.  Duke,  jointly.  These  were  succeeded  by 
Dr.  William  Royal),  George  W.  Xewell,  Dr.  James  A. 
Mundy,  C.  A.  Jenkins,  A.  G.  Mc^Ianaway  five  years,  Baylus 
Cade  six  years,  W.  B.  Morton  five  years,  H.  H.  Mashburn 
three  years,  Forest  Smith  three  years,  L.  W.  Swope  four 
years,  Walter  M.  Gilmore  seven  years  and  the  present  pas- 
tor. 

The  church  is  now  occupying  its  third  house  of  worship, 
which  is  a  large  and  commodious  building,  well  located  and 
adapted  to  the  work  of  the  modern  church.  The  member- 
ship is  active  and  progressive,  and  a  bright  future  seems  to 
await  the  Louisburg  Baptist  Church. 

Macon. 

Macon  Church  was  organized  in  1891  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Dr.  Needham  B.  Cobb,  who  was  at  that  time  pastor 
of  Gardner's  Church.  A  lot  was  given  to  the  church  by  the 
late  B.  I.  Egerton,  and  a  house  of  worship  was  erected  by 
the  little  band  who  dared  undertake  the  setting  up  of  an 
independent  church  with  only  eleven  members.  It  now  has 
151  members  and  is  making  good  progress  in  the  various 
departments  of  denominational  w^ork.  The  house  of  ww- 
ship  is  being  greatly  improved,  and  when  completed  will 
be  a  thing  of  beauty,  and  well  suited  to  the  work  of  the 
modem  church. 

Brother  John  H.  iS^icholson,  who  for  many  years  was 
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clerk  of  tlie  church,  did  liis  work  so  well  that  the  record 
lx)ok  is  a  good  history  of  the  church  for  that  period. 

The  church  came  into  the  Association  at  the  session  which 
met  in  Warrenton  in  October,  1801,  and  has  l>een  repre- 
sented in  every  session  of  the  Association  since  that  time. 

Macon  has  enjoyed  the  pastoral  labors  of  Dr.  Needham 
B.  Cobb,  J.  K.  Fant,  K.  G.  Kendrick,  A.  Cree  and  T.  J. 
Taylor,  T.  J.  Taylor's  pastorate  began  with  January,  1902, 
and  has  continued  until  the  present  time.  The  church  has 
been  blessed  with  several  revivals  of  religion  and  has  striven 
every  year  to  go  forward  in  the  work  of  the  kingdom. 

!Maple  Spri:xgs. 

This  church  came  -from  the  Ealeigh  Association  and  was 
one  of  the  constituent  members  of  the  Tar  River  Associa- 
tion at  its  organization  in  1830.  It  was  then  an  old  church, 
and  perhaps  it  had  an  existence  long  before  the  beginning 
of  the  last  century.  I  have,  however,  not  been  able  to  dis- 
cover the  date  of  its  organization,  nor  under  wdiose  ministry 
it  was  organized. 

I  cannot  give  a  complete  list  of  the  pastors,  but  able  and 
godly  men  have  broken  to  the  congregation  the  bread  of  life. 
Among  them  may  be  mentioned  Thomas  Crocker,  Willough- 
by  Hudgins,  G.  ':M.  L.  Finch.  T.  L.  Carroll,  G.  W.  Newell, 
Baylus  Cade  and  the  beloved  G.  M.  Duke,  who  for  many 
years  went  in  and  out  l^efore  them,  leading  in  .the  footsteps 
of  the  Divine  ^faster.  After  the  death  of  Pastor  Duke,  Dr. 
W.  E.  ^[orton  consented  to  serve  the  church  as  supply  until 
a  pastor  could  be  secured. 

Five  sessions  of  the  Tar  River  Association  have  met  at 
Maple  Springs.  These  were  the  sessions  of  1832,  1845,  1861, 
1888  and  1904. 

Marmaduke. 

J.  AV.  Sledge  began  work  here  in  the  early  nineties,  and 
under  his  ministrv  the  ^farmaduke  Church  was  organized 
in  1896,  and  came  into  the  Association  the  same  year.  It 
is  in  a  strong,  progressive  community,  and  is  composed  of  a 
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thrifty,  public-spirited  people.  It  is  a  child  of  Reedy  Creek 
Church,  and  partakes  of  many  of  the  striking-  characteristics 
of  its  mother. 

I  have  not  a  complete  list  of  the  pastors,  but  among  them 
were  J.  W„  Sledge,  J.  T.  Edmimdson,  G.  T.  Tnnstall,  W. 
H.  Hartsell,  C.  T.  Plybon  and  the  present  ])opiilar  incum- 
bent, Elder  E.  E.  Morris. 

The  church  is  steadfast  in  the  faith,  has  enjoyed  several 
gracious  revivals  and  seems  to  be  making  ])rogress. 

One  connnendable  trait  of  the  churcli  should  be  mentioned  : 
the  members  always  think  their  pastor  is  the  best  of  pas- 
tors and  sing  Ids  praises  wherever  they  go. 

MiDDLEBUEG. 

In  1885  Middleburg  was  received  into  the  Association  as 
a  new  church.  It  had  been  recently  constituted,  the  con- 
stituent members  coming  from  Brown's  and  other  neighbor- 
ing churches.  Its  location  is  unfavorable  to  rapid  numer- 
ical growtli,  and  yet  it  has  made  progress,  in  this  respect, 
and  has  gone  forward  in  the  work  of  the  kingdom'. 

The  congregation  has  enjoyed  the  ministerial  labors  of 
some  of  our  ablest  preachers.  Tlie  church  was  constituted 
under  the  able  ministry  of  Dr.  J.  T..  White,  then  a  student 
at  Wake  Forest  College.  ITe  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  J.  W. 
L^aich,  also  a  student.  He,  in  turn,  was  succeeded  by  another 
student,  a  Brother  Hill.  After  this  came  the  long  and  suc- 
cessful pastorate  of  Dr.  ^^^  R.  CuUom,  and  last,  but  by  no 
means  least,  the  present  incumbent,  the  beloved  E.  R.  kel- 
son. 

Midway. 

Midway  was  founded  as  the  result  of  the  labors  of  George 
W.  Coppedge,  in  1904,  and  was  received  into  the  Associa- 
tion at  the  session  which  met  that  year  at  Maple  Springs. 
It  is  one  of  the  large  churches  with  which  Franklin  County 
is  blessed,  and  it  has  enjoyed  the  pastoral  labors  of  G.  W. 
Coppedge,  J.  W.  Sledge,  1).  T.  Bunn  and  J.  H.  Bunn. 
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Mountain  Grove. 

Mountain  Grove  was  constituted  and  received  into  the  As- 
sociation in  1904.  It  is  located  in  Franklin  County,  a  few 
miles  from  Jones'  White  Sulpliur  Springs.  I  have  not  a 
complete  list  of  the  pastors.  G.  W.  Holmes  preached  there 
for  a  number  of  years. 

J.  H.  Harper  is  the  present  pastor.  Under  his  ministry 
the  church  is  taking  on  new  life. 

Mt.  Hebron. 

Mt.  Hebron  is  in  Franklin  County,  about  two  miles  from 
Wood.  It  w^as  constituted  in  1885,  and  joined  the  Associa- 
tion at  Wilson  that  year. 

G.  W.  May,  E.  C.  Bobbitt,  G.  M.  Duke,  J.  W.  Sledge 
and  D.  T.  Bunn  have  served  the  church  as  pastors.  The 
community  has  been  blessed  with  gracious  revivals. 

Mt.  Olive. 

In  1913  Mt.  Olive  came  into  the  Association  as  a  new^ 
church.  W.  O.  Rosser  was  pastor.  He  was  succeeded  by 
W.  H.  Hartsell,  who  is  the  present  incumbent.  Mt.  Olive  is 
a  Franklin  County  church,  and  holds  a  strategic  position 
for  large  efficiency. 

Mt.  Zion. 

This  church  was  organized  in  18G8,  and  became  a  mem- 
])er  of  the  Association  at  Red  Bud  that  year.  It  is  near 
Jones'  Factory,  in  Franklin  County,  and  has  exerted  a  large 
influence  for  good  in  that  section. 

The  late  George  M.  Duke  served  this  church  as  pastor  for 
more  than  forty  years.  His  death  terminated  the  pastoral 
relation  between  him  and  the  church.  !N'ot  having  the  records 
it  is  impossible  to  give  the  names  of  Brother  Duke's  prede- 
cessors. 
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The  Associatioi]  held  the  sessions  of  1864  and  1884  with 
Mt.  Zion. 

]^Ew  Bethel. 

Xew  Bethel  joined  the  Association,  as  a  new  church,  in 
1873.  It  is  about  eight  miles  southeast  of  Henderson,  in 
Vance  County.  It  was  first  located  near  Southerland's 
Mill,  but  about  twenty  years  ago  a  new^  house  was  built  at 
Epsom,  and  since  that  time  the  church  has  worshipped  there. 
The  church  was  constituted  during  the  ministry  of  Elder 
M.  R.  Pinnell.  He  was  succeeded  in  the  pastorate  1)v  Elder 
G.  W.  Coppedge.  Xot  having  the  information  it  is  impos- 
sible for  me  to  give  a  complete  list  of  the  pastors,  bnt  among 
them  may  be  noted  G.  1^.  Bray,  J.  W.  Downev,  T.  Y.  Sey- 
more,  G.  W.  May,  W.  B.  ]\Iorton  and  John  F.  ]\[itchiner. 

l^ew  Bethel  was  the  first  church  in  the  Association  to 
contribute  as  much  as  one  hundred  dollars  in  one  year  to 
Foreign  Missions.  This  occurred  in  1891,  and  was  the  be- 
ginning of  a  larger  movement  for  Home  and  Foreign  Mis- 
sions among  our  churches. 

New  Bethel  entertained  tlio  Association  in  1910. 

IsTew  Saxdy  Creek. 

Xew  Sandy  Creek  is  a  Vance  County  Church,  and  is  lo- 
cated a  few  miles  east  of  Henderson.  It  was  founded  in 
1903.  The  constituent  members  coming  from  Xew  Bethel 
and  Gary. 

The  following  list  does  not  give  the  pastors  in  regular 
succession,  but  without  records,  it  is  the  best  I  can  do.  They 
are:  E.  C.  Andrews,  J.  B.  Pace,  0.  ^vT.  Marshall,  G.  W. 
Coppedge  and  D.  T.  Bunn. 

Tlie  church  has  been  blessed  with  frequent  precious  re- 
vivals. 

f 

NoiiTH  Henderson. 
The  Xorth  Henderson  Church  was  constituted  in  1902, 
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under  the  ministry  of  R.  P.  A\'alker,  who  was  one  of  our 
associational  missionaries,  and  united  with  the  Association 
at  the  session  which  met  in  Washington^  A\  C,  that  year. 

The  })astors  have  been  li.  P.  Walker,  J.  W.  Downey,  (). 
^\  .Marsliall,  J.  Reaves,  J.  11.  Spaukling,  W.  T.  Tate,  C.  Y. 
Hudson  and  D.  E.  Deaton. 

N^ORTH  WaRRENTOX. 

J,  J.  "NFarshall,  a  rriissionary  of  the  Tar  River  Associa- 
tion, commenced  work  at  i^'orth  Warrenton,  in  1914.  He 
preached  regularly  in  the  chapel,  and  held  several  protracted 
meetings.  In  January,  1916,  Xorth  Warrenton  Church  was 
constituted  with  about  thirty  members.  The  presbytery 
consisted  of  J.  T.  Marshall,  E.  R.  Xelson,  T.  J.  Taylor  and 
the  deacons  of  the  neighboring  churches.  In  December. 
1916,  ^fr.  Marshall  resigned,  and  was  succeeded  by  E.  R. 
IN'elson,  who  is  still  pastor. 

This  church  became  a  member  of  the  Association  in  Oc- 
tober, 1916. 

N^ORLIXA. 

Xorlina  was  constituted  in  1911,  and  w^as  received  into 
the  Association  in  October  of  that  year. 

Soon  after  the  Railroad  Hotel  w^as  built  at  Xorlina.  T.  A, 
Taylor  began  to  ])reach  there.  Having  more  work  than  he 
could  do,  he  arranged  with  the  Warren  T^nion  to  employ 
Archibald  Cree,  Sr.,  as  missionary  at  Xorlina.  After  two 
or  three  years  George  T.  Tunstall  took  up  the  w^ork  as  an 
Associational  ^lis-^innary.  His  lalxiv>;  wei'c  so  successful 
that  a  church  was  constitute<l. 

The  church  has  had  a  good  decree  of  prosperity  and  is 
going  forward  in  the  various  departments  of  denominational 
wwk.  The  pastors  have  been  George  T.  Tunstall  and  E.  R. 
Xelson,  the  present  incumbent. 
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Peach  Tree. 

Peach  Tree  came  from  the  Kaleigh  Association  and  was^ 
one  of  the  constituent  churches  of  the  Tar  Kiver  Association 
at  its  organization  in  1830. 

It  has  always  heen  loyal  to  tlie  princijiles  on  which  tli'? 
Association  was  founded.  It  is  located  in  a  good  section  of 
Xash  County,  where  it  has  held  up  the  light  of  the  gospel. 

I  am  unable  to  give  earlier  pastors.  Among  the  later 
pastors  appear  the  names  of  G.  M.  Duke,  J.  E.  Hocutt,  D.  T. 
Putman,  W.  O.  Eosser  and  O.  W.  Sawyer.  The  services  of 
Brother  Duke  continued  through  many  years. 

The  Association  met  with  Peach  Tree  in  18o7.  1853  and 
1880. 

Pearce. 

This  is  a  Franklin  County  church.  It  came  into  tlie  As- 
sociation in  1915,  as  a  new  church.  It  was  named  Pearce 
for  the  preacher  under  whose  ministry  it  was  organized.  At 
first  the  name  Ami  was  a  part  of  the  name  in  honor  of  tlie 
sister  who  contributed  most  largely  to  the  buildina  of  tlie 
house  of  worship.  Later  the  latter  nanie  was  left  oil",  I  pre- 
sume at  the  recjuest  of  the  lady  who  was  responsible  for  the 
house  of  worshi]). 

The  pastors  have  been  W.  B.  Harrington  and  W.  II.  Hart- 
sell.    The  church  seems  to  be  going  forward  numerically. 

Pnil.ADELPHIA. 

Philadelphia  is  in  Ts'ash  County.  It  is  well  located  a 
few  miles  from  Nashville,  in  a  prosperous  neighborhood. 

In  1859  Philadelphia  was  constituted  and  united  with  the 
Association.  G.  ^F.  Duke  was  at  one  time  the  pastor.  G. 
AV.  May  now  breaks  to  that  congregation  tbe  bread  of  life, 
and  the  work  of  the  Lord  is  prospering  in  his  hands. 

The  Association  met  with  this  church  in  1874,  1893  and 
1916. 
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Poplar  Springs. 

I 

III  IS;}!'  I\>])]ar  Springs  was  received  into  tlic  Association 
from  the  Itaieigli  Association.  It  occupies  a  good  position 
in  Franklin  County,  and  lias  done  a  nuicli  needed  work. 
The  church  at  Eunn  is  a  child  of  this  church. 

The  Association  met  with  Poplar  Spring  in  1843,  1858, 
1870  and  1896. 

George  M.  Duke  w^as  pastor  here  for  many  years,  and 
the  church  greatly  increased  numerically  under  his  ministry. 
On  account  of  the  pressure  of  duties  gi'owing  out  of  his 
large  pastorate,  he  closed  his  ministry  at  Poplar  Springs  in 
1914,  and  was  succeeded  by  W.  H.  Hartsell,  under  whose 
efficient  ministry  the  church  made  good  progress. 

QUANKIE. 

A  church  by  the  name  of  Quankie  was  dismissed  from 
the  Kehukee  Association  in  1830  and  united  with  other 
churches  in  organizing  the  Tar  River  Association.  It  soon 
retuiTied  to  the  Kehukee  and  after  a  few  years  died. 

In  1880  A.  G.  Wilcox,  one  of  our  most  efficient  mis- 
sionaries, began  to  preach  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  grave 
of  this  old  church.  The  Lord  blessed  his  labors,  and  he 
baptized  a  goodly  number. 

In  1881  Quankie  Church  was  organized.  A.  G.  Wilcox 
and  J.  D.  Hufliam  acting  as  presbytery.  A.  G.  Wilcox  con- 
tinued as  pastor  for  more  than  twenty  years.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded in  1903  by  J.  W.  Morgan,  at  that  time  pastor  in 
AVeldon.  He  in  turn  was  succeeded  by  !N^.  W.  Bobbitt,  the 
present  pastor. 

Red  Bud. 

Red  Bud  is  an  old  church,  and  was  probably  constituted 
by  inembers  from  Sandy  Creek.  It  was  originally  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Kehukee  Association,  but  was  regularly  dismissed 
from  that  body  in  1830  for  the  purpose  of  imiting  with  other 
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clmrrljc--  in  forming  tlio  Tai'  Tliver  Association,  wliicli  was 
oruanized  th-M  year  at  San<ly  Creek. 

P'our  annnal  sessions  of  the  Tar  River  Association  have 
met  with  Red  End  Church.  These  were  in  1S35,  1850,  IS^V-] 
am!  1912. 

C.  C.  Williams,  George  M.  Dnke  and  Albert  G.  Wilcox 
have  served  here  in  the  pastorate  since  1898.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  we  have  not  a  list  of  the  pastors  previous  to 
that  time.  It  is  also  to  l)e  regretted  that  there  is  so  little 
data  out  of  which  to  construct  an  authentic  story  of  these 
eld  churches. 

IJefdy  Crfkk. 

This  cliurcb  has  an  honorable  history.  It  was  founded 
about  1745  bv  Dr.  Josiah  Hart,  who  was  a  codahorer  with 
William  Sojourner.  William  Walker,  wdio  was  baptized 
by  William  Sojourner  at  Kehukee  Church,  was  calVd  to 
the  pastorate  in  1740,  and  was  ordained  by  Josiah  Tfart  and 
the  deacons  of  Reedy  Ci-eek  in  1718. 

John  Gano  ^'isited  the  church  in  1753,  and  attenuated  to 
iiiduce  them  to  accept  the  views  of  the  Philadelphia  Ass<)- 
ciation.  Eobert  Williams  and  William  AVallace  continued 
this  effort,  Gano  having  reported  the  condition  of  the  church 
to  the  Philadelphia  Association,  Peter  Peterson  VanHorn 
and  P>enjamin  ]\riller  visited  Reedy  Creek  Church,  Decem- 
ber the  0th,  1755,  and  re-organized  the  body  in  accordance 
with  the  views  set  forth  in  the  Philadelphia  Confession  of 
Faith.  It  was  accomplished  with  great  difficulty,  only  thir- 
teen inembers  consenting  to  it.  These  were  Samuel  Davis, 
Samuel  Mangum,  James  Petty  and  wife,  Diana  Ham,  Wil- 
liam Walker,  Edward  Carlisle  and  wife,  Sarah  Davis,  Rich- 
ard Aycock  and  wife,  Richard  Bennett  and  Martha  Aycock. 
These  families  are  still  represented  in  AVarreu,  Halifax  and 
Franklin  Counties. 

Having  been  unsettled  by  the  teacliings  of  Gano  in  1753, 
William  Walker  visited  Charleston,  S.  C;  which  was  then 
considered  the  headquarters  of  Southern  Baptists.  Under 
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the  toacliinij:  of  the  Diarlestoii  P>aptists,  he  accepted  the  doc- 
trines of  higher  Calvinism  and  faithfully  preached  them 
with  great  efficiency  nntil  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1784. 
The  church  greatly  prospered  under  tlie  ))astorate  of  Walk- 
er and  in  1773  had  250  mend)ers,  and  Walker  had  two  as- 
sistants. 

Keedy  Creek  became  the  parent  of  Sandy  Creek,  in  Frank- 
lin County,  from  which  sprang  Corinth,  Maple  Springs  and 
Poplar  Springs  in  the  same  county.  Also  some  churches  in 
Granville  County  came  from  Reedy  Creek.  All  this  was 
accomplished  during  the  pastorate  of  William  Walker. 

A  number  of  preachers,  the  memory  of  whom  is  precious 
to  the  Baptists  of  the  State,  were  sent  out  by  Reedy  Creek. 
Among  these  were:  Cook,  Crocker,  Lancaster,  Ledbetter. 
Smart,  Thompson,  and  AVashingtou.  In  later  times  the 
churcli  sent  out  the  beloved  George  ^fark  Duke  and  James 
A.  Pitchford. 

I  gather  from  Dr.  Hufliam's  article  on  Reedy  Creek 
Church,  Historical  Papers,  Volume  8,  the  following  infor- 
mation : 

The  first  pastor  of  Reedy  Creek  was  William'  Walker, 
who  served  from  1740  until  after  tlie  visit  of  VanTTom  and 
Miller,  when  Thomas  Po]>e  was  made  pastor  in  place  of 
Walker.  Pope's  was  a  shoi't  pastorate,  and  Walker  suc- 
ceeded him,  and  served  until  his  death  in  1784.  William 
Walker's  pastorate  is  considered  the  most  successful  in  the 
history  of  tlie  church.  William  Lancaster  succeeded  Walk- 
er and  in  turn  was  succeeded  by  Lewis  Moore  in  1786.  He 
was  pastor  of  the  church  until  1798.  Elders  Thomas  and 
Charles  Daniel  were  raised  up  in  the  churcli  during  this 
period. 

In  1798  Moses  Bennett  was  ordained  pastor,  and  Elder 
Pemberton  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  at  the  same  time. 
Philemon  Bennett,  a  member  of  Reedy  Creek,  and  for  many 
years  an  able  minister,  was  ordained  in  1801.  The  pas- 
torate of  Moses  Bennett  extended  from  1798  to  182o.  After 
his  death,  the  church  was  greatly  reduced,  and  was  for  a  time 
occii])ied.  and  ])erhaps  wholly,  by  the  ^fethodists. 
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In  1828  and  '29  Philemon  Bennett  began  to  preach  at 
Reedy  Creek,  and  r^-organized  the  chnrch.  There  is  no 
record  tliat  he  was  ever  chosen  pastor.  In  1880  or  '31  Wil- 
loughby  Hudgins  was  chosen  pastor,  and  continued  until 
1840,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  James  Delke,  who  served 
one  year,  when  Hudgins  was  again  elected  pastor  and  con- 
tinued imtil  1850,  when  he  resigned  and  moved  to  Geor« 
gia.  Thomas  Wilcox  succeeded  Hudgins  and  served  the 
church  until  the  end  of  1852,  when  Josiah  Solomon  became 
pastor  and  served  until  October,  1856.  Thomas  AYilcox  was 
again  elected  pastor,  but  resigned  in  1859. 

jS^.  Addison  Purefoy  became  pastor  in  February,  1860, 
and  continued  until  is'ovember  23,  1867.  In  Novembei, 
1867,  George  M.  Duke,  a  member  of  Reedy  Creek  (  ^hurch, 
was  chosen  pastor.  He  was  raised  in  this  community  and 
"was  baptized  into  the  fellowship  of  this  church  while  he  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Confederate  Army.  Upon  Duke's  resigna- 
tion in  March,  1870,  James  A.  Pitchford  was  chosen  pastor, 
and  served  until  December  13,  1879,  when  he  resigned.  El- 
der Pitchford  was  also  a  native  of  Warren,  and  was  baptized 
and  ordained  by  Reedy  Creek  Church. 

James  A.  Pitchford  was  succeeded  by  Albei't  G.  Wilcox, 
who  preached  his  first  sermon  as  pastor  January  10,  1880. 
He  served  the  church  faithfully,  and  resigned  in  October, 
1884.  George  Isl.  Duke  was  chosen  pastor  and  served  the 
church  one  year,  resigniug  in  December,  1885. 

Albert  G.  Wilcox  having  been  chosen  to  succeed  Elder 
DidvC,  assumed  pastoral  care  of  the  church  March  13,  1886, 
and  resigned  in  the  fall  of  1887,  and  preached  his  farewell 
sermon  on  the  third  Sabbath  in  December.  This  was  a  very 
successful  pastorate  of  about  two  years. 

On  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Wilcox,  G.  AY.  Kewell  was 
chosen  pastor  and  held  that  relation  to  the  church  from  Jan- 
uary 14.  18S.S.  to  December  31,  1889. 

George  M.  Duke  was  elected  to  succeed  ^Fr.  Xewell,  and 
entered  upon  the  work  January  18,  1890,  and  continued 
until  December  31,  1891,  when  Albert  G.  Wilcox  was  again 
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chosen  pastor,  and  began  his  work  January  the  23,  1892, 
and  continued  that  relation  through  1898. 

From  January  1,  1899,  to  the  last  of  December,  1903,  J. 
T.  Edmundi^on  held  the  pastoral  relation  to  the  church.  Ben 
E.  Dunn  was  pastor  in  1904  and  1905.  In  1907,  8,  9,  10 
and  11,  Albert  G.  \\'ilcox  was  again  pastor  of  the  church. 
Wallace  H.  Hartsell  succeeded  Mr.  Wilcox  in  1913.  In 
January,  1914,  A.  P.  Mustian  assumed  pastoral  charge  of 
the  church  from  which  he  retired  in  the  fall  of  1917  to  at- 
tend Crozer  Theological  Seminary.  On  the  13th  of  Ajn'il, 
1918,  J.  J,  Marshall  became  pastor. 

The  Association  met  with  Reedy  Creek  in  1838,  1854  and 
1875. 

Rock  Spring. 

This  church  was  constituted  in  1874,  and  received  into 
the  Association  at  the  session  which  met  at  Philadelphia  in 
October  of  that  year.  Rock  Spring  is  in  Franklin  County, 
and  occupies  an  important  position  in  that  County.  It  is 
composed  of  people  of  sterling  worth,  and  is  capable  of 
exerting  an  extensive  influence. 

The  church  has  been  blessed  with  several  revivals  of  re- 
ligion, and  has  been  blessed  with  the  ministry  of  some  of 
our  verv  best  pastors.  Since  1898  the  pastors  have  been 
G.  W.  May,  H.  H.  Mashburn,  E.  D.  Poe,  L.  W.  Swope, 
Mack  Stamps,  Wallace  II.  Hartsell  and  W.  M.  Gilmore. 

The  Association  met  with  this  church  October  from  the 
11  to  the  13,  1883. 

Samaeia. 

• 

Samaria  was  originally  a  member  of  the  Raleigh  Associa- 
tion. It  came  to  the  Tar  River  Association  in  18(i9.  It  is 
well  located  in  IS^ash  County,  and  has  done  much  in  estab- 
lishing Baptist  principles  in  that  section,  and  during  recent 
years  has  been  remarkably  developed  along  several  lines  of 
denominational  activities. 
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Samaria  entertained  the  Association  in  1887  and  1911. 
From  1887  to  1911  the  progress  in  the  commnnity  was  re- 
markable, and  the  chnrch  and  neighborhood  are  still  going 
forward. 

Since  1898  the  pastors  have  been  J.  E.  Hocntt,  A.  G.  Wil- 
cox, T.  Jl.  Cnllom,  G.  W.  May  and  Wallace  H.  Hartsell. 

Sandy  Ckeek. 

Sandy  Creek  Chnrch  is  located  on  Sandy  Creek  in  Frank- 
lin Connty,  abont  fonr  miles  from  Centeryille.  Tt  was  at 
^rst  a  branch  of  Reedv  Creek  Chnrch,  and  was  constitnted 
an  independent  chnrch  by  AVilliam  \Valker,  ]^astor  of  Eeedy 
Creek  Chnrch,  in  1774.  Elder  Walker  was  chosen  pastor 
and  continned  to  serve  the  chnrch  in  that  relation  nntil  his 
death,  which  occnrred  in  1784.  Elder  Lewis  ]\[oore  snc- 
ceeded  Elder  Walker  and  served  the  church  nntil  1798.  He 
was  succeeded  by  Elder  Jolni  Pemberton.  who  served  the 
church  only  a  very  short  time.  Elder  Jacob  Crocker,  Sr., 
succeeded  Elder  Pemberton.  bnt  after  a  short  pastorate,  re- 
signed and  Uioved  to  Union  District,  South  Carolina,  where 
as  pastor  of  El  Bethel  and  Pacolet  churches  he  rendered 
valuable  seiwice,  and  was  long  reuiembered  for  his  piety, 
ability  and  zeaL  After  the  removal  of  Elder  Ch'ocker,  Eldei- 
Moses  Bennett  became  pastor  and  served  the  church  irregu- 
larly for  a  nuniber  of  years. 

Sandy  Creek  was  for  many  years  connected  with  the 
Kehukee  Association,  but  owing  to  the  change  of  ]>(»licv  of 
the  Kehukee.  the  churches  in  Franklin  and  Warren  Coun- 
ties became  dissatisfied.  Following  the  advice  of  Elder 
William  B.  Woi'rell,  these  churches  procured  letters  of  dis- 
mission from  the  IvehMkee  Association  and  in  1 80O  held  a 
preliminary  meeting,  ]>robably  at  Sandy  Creek,  and  arranged 
tor  tlie  orii'anization  of  the  Tar  River  Association,  which 
organization  w^as  perfected  at  Sandy  Ci'eek,  October,  18:^>1. 

From  the  retirement  of  Elder  J\roses  Bennett  from  the 
pastorate  until  1826,  I  have  been  unable  to  learn  who  served 
the  chnrch  in  that  relation,  but  in  1826  Elder  William  B. 
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Worrell  becaiiie  pastor  and  contiiuuMl  to  serve  tlie  cliurcli 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Octoljer,  18:52.  During 
his  pastorate  more  than  350  members  were  added  to  the 
church  hy  baptism.  At  each  monthly  meeting  there  were 
additions,  ranging  from  two  to  twenty.  At  a  meeting  which 
Elder  Worrell  held  in  1826  seventy-six  were  baptized  and 
at  another  meeting  seventy-two  were  added  to  the  church  by 
baptism". 

I  do  not  know  who  was  Elder  W^orrelFs  immediate  suc- 
cessor in  the  pastorate,  but  there  are  reasons  for  believing 
that  Elder  Philemon  Bennett,  Thomas  Crocker  and  Patrick 
Smith  rendered  pastoral  service  at  Sandy  Creek. 

For  twenty-two  years  Elder  George  M.  Duke  was  pastor 
of  this  old  historic  church.  This  pastorate  was  eminently 
successful  in  soul  w^inning  and  spiritual  upbuilding,  and  it 
Avas  only  terminated  by  the  death  of  the  much-loved  min- 
ister. 

The  Tar  River  Association  was  organized  at  Sandy  Creek. 
Counting  the  preliminary  meeting,  five  sessions  of  the  As- 
sociation have  met  with  this  church — the  sessions  of  1830, 
1831,  1846,  1872  and  1008. 

ShAPvOX. 

Sharon  Churcli  is  located  at  Wise,  in  Warren  County. 
Many  years  ago  an  arm  of  Tanner's  Church,  known  as  the 
Mill  Pond,  was  established  in  that  neighborhood.  A  house 
of  worship  was  built,  and  the  pastors  of  Tanner's  Church 
preached  regulai'ly  at  this  point.  This  work  was  not  suc- 
cessful, and  the  services  were  discontinued. 

About  1S53  »losiah  B.  Solomon,  then  pastor  in  Warren- 
ton,  began  to  preach  in  this  neighborhood.  TTe  wa>  an  able 
and  popular  preacher,  and  large  crowds  attended  his  minis- 
try. A  good  many  were  converted  and  baptized  into  the 
fellowship  of  the  Warren  ton  Baptist  Church.  A  neat  house 
of  worship  was  built,  a  short  distance  east  of  the  present 
town  of  Wise.    In  1858  Sharon  Baptist  Church  was  con- 
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stitiitod,  and  in  August  of  that  year  was  received  into  the 
Tar  liiver  Association. 

Elder  J.  T3.  Solomon  was  the  first  pastor,  and  served  the 
chnrcli  as  pastor  nntil  he  moved  to  Richmond,  Virginia,  in 
.1800.  Elder  Solomon  was  succeeded  bj  Elder  L.  C.  Per- 
kinson.  Other  pastors  have  been  Elders  James  S.  Purefoy, 
T.  C.  Bailey,  T).  A.  Glenn,  W.  B.  Morton,  IS'.  B.  Cobb,  G. 
W.  Harmon,  J.  T.  Edmundson,  I  N".  Loftin,  W.  J.  eTones, 
A.  V.  Jovner,  W.  P.  Campbell,  K.  W.  Hogan. 

Sharon  entertained  the  Association  at  the  sessions  of 
1859,  1860  and  1909. 

This  church  has  been  blessed  with  many  revivals,  has  en- 
joyed the  ministry  of  able  pastors,  aud  is  being  developed 
along  various  denominational  lines  of  activity.  Several 
years  ago  a  neat  stone  house  of  worship  was  erected  by  the 
church,  which  does  credit  to  the  congregation  and  neigh- 
borhood. 

South  Henbersoin^ 

South  Henderson  was  constituted  and  united  with  the  As- 
sociation in  1902.  It  owns  a  neat  house  of  worshij),  and  is 
doing  a  good  work,  especially  in  its  Sunday  School  depart- 
ment. 

The  following  brethren  have  served  as  pastors:  P.  P. 
Walk-rr,  I.  Loftin,  O.  JS\  Marshall,  Jere  Reaves,  J.  H. 
Spauldin«r,  W.  T).  Harrington,  C.  F.  Hudson  and  P.  0. 
Hicks. 

The  church  has  frequently  experienced  gracious  revivals 
and  has  a  total  membership  of  316. 

Social  Plains. 

Social  Plains  is  in  Eranklin  County.  It  was  constituted 
in  1884,  and  united  with  the  Tar  River  Association,  which 
Avas  held  at  Mt.  Zion  in  October  of  that  year.  The  only  pas- 
tors, whose  names  I  can  find  in  the  Minutes,  are  Elders  J. 
W.  Sledge,  who  served  the  church  for  Uianj  years,  and  A.  R. 
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Gav,  who  became  pastor  in  1914.  Of  course,  there  were 
pastors  previous  to  ^fr.  Sledge^  but  as  they  are  not  reported 
in  the  Minutes  of  the  Association,  T  am  unable  to  give  their 
names. 

This  churcli  occu]ues  an  important  position  and  has  a 
great  opportunity. 

Sui,piruR  Springs. 

In  1885  the  late  John  Tl.  Burroughs  established  a  Sunday 
School  in  the  schoolhouse  near  Goodwin's  Store.  This 
Sunday  School  was  iieeded  and  prospered,  and  in  1887  ar- 
rangements were  made  ^vith  J.  W.  Sledge  to  preach  monthly 
at  this  place.  A  protracted  meeting  was  held,  and  several 
were  ba]^tized  into  the  fellowship  of  Brown's  Church.  These 
and  other  members  of  Brown's  Church  procured  letters  of 
dismission  and  were  constituted  into  Sulphur  Springs  Bai)- 
tist  Cliurch.  A  house  of  worship  was  erected  a  short  dis- 
tance south  of  the  schoolhouse,  near  the  road  leading  from 
AVarrenton  to  Louisburg.  and  about  nine  miles  south  of  War- 
rent  on. 

This  churcli  joined  the  Tar  River  Association  at  the  ses- 
sion which  met  at  Samaria  in  1887,  and  has  been  loval  to 
the  work  of  the  denomination. 

The  church  has  had  many  gracious  revivals,  and  is  mak- 
ing,good  progress  in  the  various  departments  of  kingdom 
work.  This  church  is  in  a  comnnmity  that  would  be  desti- 
tute of  gospel  privileges  were  it  not  there. 

Tlie  pastors  have  l>een  Elders  J.  W.  Sledge,  G.  W.  ]\rav, 
G.  W.  Holmes,  E.  C.  Andrews,  O.  R.  Mangum,  A.  G.  Wil- 
cox, Wallace  Hartsell,  Paul  Hartsell  and  J.  P.  Harris. 

Thelma. 

For  several  years  there  was  a  desire  on  part  of  some  of 
the  brethren  to  occupy  Thelma.  In  lOKi  Brotlior  J.  J. 
Marshall,  an  Associational  Missionary,  began  to  ju'cach  there. 
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His  labors  were  blessed,  and  in  1917  a  clnircb  was  consti- 
tuted, which  nnited  with  the  Association  that  year. 

This  little  band  of  fourteen  members  went  vigorously  to 
work.  They  at  once  organized  a  Sunday  School  and  a 
AVoman's  Missionary  Society,  and  have  nearly  completed  a 
neat  house  of  worship.  J.  J.  ^farshall  is  the  efficient  pas- 
tor. 

TiiRKr.Y  Branch. 

Turkey  Branch  grew  up  out  of  the  preaching  of  Albert 
G.  Wilcox,  who  began  work  there  in  the  latter  seventies, 
and  constituted  a  cliiirch.  Under  his  leadershi])  a  neat  nnd 
substaiitial  htnisc  of  worsliip  was  built. 

This  church  was  icceived  into  tlie  Association  in  1879, 
and  has  generally  been  represented  in  the  annual  meetings. 

Of  later  years  it  has  made  a  fine  record  in  its  offerings, 
excelling  all  other  rural  churches  in  our  Association  in  per 
capita  contributions. 

During  the  gi-eater  part  of  its  history  Elder  A.  G  Wil- 
cox has  been  its  efficient  pastor^  and  although  nearly  sev;)nty- 
five  years  old,  he  is  serving  the  church  as  faithfully  as  ever. 
J.  W.  Sledge,  and  \.  T.  Gaskins  served  the  church  during 
short  periods. 

This  church  is  now  conducting  an  important  missicn  at 
Alsop's  Chapel,  '>.  l.ich  bids  fair  to  dev(-!oj^  in  o  an  i:»  '?})eiii~ 
ent  cluirch. 

Vaughax. 

Vaughan  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  190o.  It  is 
located  in  Warren  (■ounty,  in  the  town  of  Vaughan,  on  the 
Seaboard  Air  Line  Railroad. 

Ft  was  received  into  the  Association  in  1903^  and  has  been 
sei-i^ed  by  the  following  pastors:  J.  T.  Edmundson,  S.  L. 
Morgan,  J.  Paul  liowers,  A.  Y.  Joyner,  J.  J.  Marshall,  R. 
P.  Walker,  K.  W.  Hogan  and  E.  R.  ^v^elson.  Vaughan 
Church  has  been  blessed  with  frequent  revivals  of  religion. 
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Warren  Plains. 

This  cliuirli  was  oi'iiiiiiall v  known  as  Tanner's,  and  was 
located  about  tvvo  miles  from  Warrenton,  a  few  hundred 
yards  west  of  the  road  leadin<>'  from  Warrenton  to  Norlina. 
Elder  John  Tanner,  who  lived  near  Snow's  Hill  in  Warren 
County,  donated  the  land  on  which  the  church  originally 
stood. 

Tanners  was  at  tirst  an  arm  of  Eeedy  Creek^,  and  was  con- 
stituted into  an  independent  church  not  later  than  1785.  At 
first  it  had  two  arms  or  missions.  One  of  these  was  known 
as  Ekler  Gardner's  Meeting  House,  and  the  other  was 
Brown's  or  Allen's  Meeting  House.  Later  another  mission 
was  added  known  as  the  ^fill  Pond  Meeting  House.  This 
was  located  in  the  neighlK)rhood  of  the  present  town  of  Wise. 

Tanner's  was  at  first  a  member  of  the  Flat  River  As- 
sociation, and  continued  in  that  connection  imtil  1841,  when 
it  joined  the  Tar  River  Association.  The  church  later  be- 
came anti-missionary  in  sentiment  and  practice  and  with- 
drew from  the  Association  in  May,  1851.  The  resolu- 
tions withdrawing  from  the  Association  sets  forth  three  com- 
plaints.   These  were: 

1st.  The  attitude  of  the  Association  toward  the  benevo- 
lent institutions  of  the  day. 

2nd.  Its  connection  with  the  State  Convention. 

;>rd.  Its  refusal  tc  allow  Willoughby  Hudgins,  the  pas- 
tor of  Ta.'mer's  Church,  to  preach  in  the  Association  in 
1849. 

Previous  to  its  withdrawal  from  the  Association,  'J'anner's 
had  been  a  very  prosperous  church,  but  the  anti-mission 
sentiment  which  had  crept  into  the  church  soon  began  to 
work  its  doatli.  The  decline  was  steady,  and  although  Khler 
Athlison  Purefov  was  pastor,  by  1875  there  were  only  twelve 
active  nieud)ors  left.  These  seeing  the  impossibility  of  do- 
ing anything  at  the  old  location,  moved  to  Warren  Plains, 
erected  a  sniall  building,  using  some  of  the  material  of  the 
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old  Taiinor's  Meeting  House,  and  changed  the  name  of  tlie 
clnirch  frrm  Tanner's  to  AVarren  Plains;  since  which  time 
the  chnvch  has  had  a  pi'osperons  career.  This  removal  uc- 
cnrred  on  the  28th  of  September,  1875.  The  names  of  the 
members  of  Tanner's  that  started  ont  under  the  new  name 
were  Brethren  ^^^  J).  Weldon  and  Henry  White  and  Sisters 
Alice  y.  Weldon,  Sylvia  White,  Ann  Langhter,  Betsy  Wel- 
don, Harriet  Lampkin,  Ailsey  T.  Walker,  Frances  O.  Hig- 
gan,  M.  L.  Lamjikin,  Mary  F.  AVeldon  and  T.  B.  Weldon. 

X.  Addihon  l^urefoy,  wdio,  since  January^  18i)-z,  had  been 
})astor  of  Tanner's  Church,  continued  to  sevvc  the  church 
as  pastoi-  at  Wai-ren  Plains.  Almost  immediately  the  wis- 
dom of  the  change  of  location  began  to  manifest  itself  in 
progress,  and  the  church  returned  to  the  Tar  River  Associa- 
tion in  1880. 

The  removal  of  the  churcli  to  Warren  Plains  and  the  era 
of  prosperity  whicli  has  followed  probably  grew  out  of  the 
Sunday  School,  \\'h'ch  was  first  con-lucted  in  the  home  of 
Mrs.  M.  Lou  Lamukins  at  Mount  Regio,  now  Norlina,  and 
afterwards  moved  to  AVarren  Plains.  Tliis  school  w^as  fos- 
tered largely  by  Mrs.  Lou  Lampkins,  AV.  D.  AVeldon  and 
some  other  mend^ers  of  Tanner's.  There  were  also  Meth- 
odists connected  witli  it,  and  the  tirst  Superintendent  was 
Mr.  Robert  F.  Rose,  a  Methodist.  This  school  has  been  con- 
tinued as  ^Varien  Plains  Baptist  Sunday  School,  and  has 
had  a  CP.reer  of  great  prosperity,  residting  in  the  conversion 
of  a  lar£>e  number  of  its  pupils. 

AVarren  Plains  was  the  first  church  in  the  Association  to 
organize  a  AVonvan's  Missionary  Society.  This  occurred  un- 
der the  pastoiate  of  Dr.  AA'.  R.  Cullom  in  May,  1800.  The 
society  has  always  been  small,  but  it  has  done  a  good  work, 
and  has  contributed  largely  to  the  progress  of  the  church. 

In  the  church  there  is  also  an  active  Or])hanage  Circle, 
whose  business  it  is  to  look  after  ihe  interest  of  the  Or- 
])hanago. 

A  B.  Y.  P.  TJ.  was  organized  early  in  1917.  It  is  an 
active,  enterprising  organization,  and  is  contributing  largely 
to  the  Tiros]:>erity  of  the  church. 
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Til  October,  1S99.  the  Tar  Eiver  Association  met  at  War- 
ren Plains.  The  attendance  was  very  large,  and  pledges 
amounting  to  $2,500.00  were  made  to  Associational  Mis- 
sions, which  was  the  largest  sum  ever  promised  up  to  that 
time. 

At  this  session  tlie  Woman's  Missicnarv  Societies  of  the 
Association  held  their  first  separate  meeting. 

The  meeting  of  the  Association  was  followed  hv  a  gracious 
revival  in  the  church,  in  which  the  venerable  Allen  J.  Hires, 
a  visitor  from  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  did  the  preach- 
ing. 

The  Pastors. 

John  Tanner,  from  before  the  organization  of  the  church 
until  about  1790.  Thomas  Gardner  from  the  death  of  Tan- 
ner to  1825.  Willoughby  Hudgins  from  1825  or  6  to  the 
fall  of  1851.  !N^.  Addison  Purefoy  from  January,  1852.  to 
December,  1879.  D.  A.  Glenn  from  January.  1880,  to  Xo- 
veraber,  1884.  T.  J.  Taylor  from  April,  1885,  to  Deceu.- 
ber,  1887.  W.  Jl.  Cullom  from  January,  1888,  to  June. 
1893.  On  account  of  the  death  of  Brother  Day,  v.dio  had 
accepted  a  call  to  the  pastorate.  T.  J.  Taylor  supplied  for 
the  remainder  of  1893.  J.  K.  Pant,  1894  and  1895.  T.  J. 
Taylor  from  January,  1896,  to  the  present  time. 

Waeeexton, 

There  was  no  Baptist  Church  in  Warrenton  previous  to 
1849.  Baptists  living  in  the  to^vn.  held  their  membership 
in  country  churches.  Occasionally  a  visiting  preacher  would 
preach  in  the  Court  House.  About  1840,  owing  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  Female  College  and  the  prosperous  condi- 
tion of  the  Male  Academy,  in  addition  to  the  T)or)ularily  of 
Shocco  S]u-ings  and  Jones'  White  Sulphur  Springs,  the  town 
began  to  take  on  new  life.  A  number  of  skilled  mechanics 
and  their  families,  most  of  whom  were  Baptists,  moved  fiom 
Farmville,  Virginia,  to  Warrenton.     They   were  earnest 
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Christians  and  loyal  Ba])tists,  and  greatly  desired  to  esta1> 
lisli  a  Baptist  Church  in  the  town. 

About  1845  Elder  AYilliam'  Hill  Jordan,  a  Baptist  preach- 
er of  recognized  ability,  located  in  AVarrenton,  and  began 
to  preach  occasionally  in  the  Court  House.  John  K.  John- 
son also  moved  from  the  country  into  town  about  this  time 
and  being  a  devout  Christian  and  an  enthusiastic  Baptist, 
lieartily  joined  in  the  movement  to  establish  a  Baptist 
Church.  Mr.  Johnson  and  the  other  Baptists  found  an 
Episcopal  and  a  Methodist  Church  in  the  town,  either  of 
which  v/ould  have  welcomed  them  as  members,  but  they  were 
Baptists,  and  were  unwilling  to  do  this.  Therefore,  a  lot 
Avas  purchased  on  IMain  Street,  in  the  northern  end  of  the 
town,  and  an  unpretentious  house  of  worship  was  built. 

This  building  was  ju-obably  commenced  in  the  fall  of 
1848,  and  tinished  by  the  third  Sunday  in  April,  1849,  at 
which  time  the  AVarrenton  Baptist  Church  was  constituted 
by  Elders  AVilloughby  Hudgins  and  Josiah  B.  Solomon,  and 
the  first  sermon  in  the  new  house  was  preached  on  Saturday 
night,  April  14,  1849,  which  was  the  date  of  the  birth  of 
the  present  pastor.  The  church  was  constituted  on  the  same 
date.  !Mr.  Hudgins  did  not  believe  in  formally  dedicating 
houses  of  worship ;  therefore,  at  his  request,  Mr.  Solomon 
])reached  on  Satui'day  night  when  the  church  was  consti- 
tuted, and  also  on  Sunday  moniing  when  the  house  w^as 
dedicated.  Thus  the  man  who  led  the  church  through  seven 
pros])crous  years  of  its  history  ])reached  the  first  two  ser- 
mons in  the  new  house  of  worship. 

AVilliam  Hill  Jordan  was  the -first  pastor.  During  his 
pastorate  the  pulpit  was  occupied  on  one  Sunday  in  each 
month  by  Dr.  AAllliam  Hooper,  an  able  divine,  and  one  of 
the  most  distinguished  scholars  of  his  day. 

Mr.  Jordan's  ])astorate  did  much  toward  making  Baptist 
principles  and  ])eo[)le  respectable  in  the  community.  He 
resigned  the  church  in  the  fall  of  1852,  and  left  the  little 
band  united ;  strong  in  the  faith,  and  actively  engaged  in  the 
work  of  the  kingdom. 

Soon  after  its  organization  a  Sunday  School  was  estab- 
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lislied,  which,  witlioiit  iiiterrii])tion,  has  continiied  nn^il  the 
present  time,  and  for  more  than  thirty-five  years  the  sciiool 
has  been  opened  every  Sabbath.  For  many  years  the  Iward- 
ing-  students  in  Warrenton  Collegiate  Institute  attended  this 
Sunday  School  in  a  lx)dy,  and  the  president  of  the  Institute 
was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School. 

On  the  resigjiation  of  Mr.  Jordan,  Rev.  Josiah  J).  Solo- 
mon was  chosen  pastor,  and  entered  upon  his  duties  in  No- 
vember, 1852.  He  faithfully  sensed  the  chnrch  r.util  Sep- 
tember, 1860,  when  he  resigned  to  become  pastor  of  Leigh 
Street  Baptist  Church,  in  Riclimond,  ^"irginia. 

At  the  beginning  of  Dr.  Soloijion's  pastorate  the  church 
consisted  of  twenty-eight  members,  but  the  congregations 
rapidly  increased,  and  the  membership  grew,  and  before  the 
close  of  his  first  year  the  numerical  strength  hud  more  than 
doubled.  When  he  left  AVarrenton  the  church  was  strong 
nuuierically,  financially,  socially  and  s])iritually.  Dr.  Solo- 
mon was  succeeded  in  the  pastorate  by  his  cousin,  G.  M.  L. 
Finch.  This  pastorate  was  exceedingly  brief,  for  in  1862 
the  church  was  without  a  pastor.  Mr.  Finch  was  a  schol- 
arly gentleman,  and  an  able  preacher,  but  as  his  health  was 
feeble  and  he  lived  thirty  miles  from  the  church  there  seems 
to  have  been  very  little  growth  during  his  pastorate. 

Mr.  Finch  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Henry  Petty,  who  en- 
tered upon  his  duties  the  6th  of  July,  1862,  and  served  the 
church  until  the  third  Sunday  in  June,  1865,  when  he  re- 
signed to  become  pastor  of  the  Second  Baptist  Church  in 
Petersburg,  Virginia.  After  three  and  a  half  years  Mr. 
Petty  returned  to  Warrenton  as  pastor  of  the  church.  This 
second  pastorate  contiuTied  about  one  year,  closing  in  the 
fall  of  1860.  In  both  of  his  pastorates  in  Warrenton  Mr. 
Petty  was  exceedingly  fortunate. 

After  the  resignation  of  .Mr.  Potty,  the  church  was  with- 
out a  settled  pastor  until  the  fall  of  1871.  A^arious  ministers 
supplied  the  pulpit  occasionally  during  this  interval. 

Rev.  J.  B.  Boone,  a  Seminary  student,  supplied  the  church 
from  the  first  of  June,  1871,  until  the  first  of  Septend)er, 
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and  rendered  such  valuable  service  that  he  won  a  permanent 
place  in  the  esteem  and  affection  of  the  chnrch. 

Between  the  two  ])astorate  of  Rev.  Ilenrv  Petty,  Dr.  'J\ 
B.  Kingsberrj'  served  the  church  with  marked  ability.  His 
pastorate  continiied  about  two  years,  closing  some  time  in 
1868. 

On  the  first  Sunday  in  October,  1871,  Dr.  C.  T.  Bailey 
assumed  pastoral  care  of  the  church,  and  closed  his  pas- 
torate December  the  ^^^Ust,  1870.  During  this  period  the 
church  passed  through  fiery  trials,  but  through  it  all  en- 
joyed great  prosperity. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Mundy  succeeded  Dr.  Bailey,  entering  upon 
his  duties  as  pastor  on  the  first  Sunday  in  April,  1877,  and 
closed  his  pastorate  the  first  of  October,  1883.  The  church 
was  wonderfully  blessed  during  Dr.  Mundy's  pastorate,  and 
he  greatly  endeared  himself,  not  only  to  his  own  congre- 
gation, but  to  the  entire  community. 

Bev.  C.  A,  G.  Thomas  became  pastor  October  the  21st, 
1883,  and  closed  his  pastorate  September  the  28th,  1884. 
His  ])astorate  was  brief,  but  no  pastor  more  deeply  im- 
pressed the  church  for  good  than  he. 

T.  J.  Taylor  became  pastor  of  the  church  March  the  29th, 
1885,  and  still  holds  that  relation.  The  church  and  pastor 
have  been  greatly  blessed,  and  notwithstanding  many  losses 
by  death  and  removal,  the  work  of  the  kingdom  is  going 
forward. 

This  church  entertained  the  Association  in  1851,  1891 
and  1913.  The  Baptist  State  Convention  met  here  in  1855, 
1864,  1873  and  in  1882.  The  church  has  built  two  houses 
of  worship,  and  owns  a  parsonage. 

White  Level. 

White  Level  was  constituted  and  received  into  the  Asso- 
ciation in  1906.  The  organization  of  this  church  resulted 
from  the  faithful  labors  of  Rev.  J.  W.  Sledge,  who  con- 
tinued in  the  pastorate  from  the  organization  of  the  church 
until  forced  l)y  failing  health  to  retire  in  1915.    Rev.  George 
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M.  Duko  served  the  church  as  pastor  in  1010.  Rev.  W.  B. 
^forton  is  the  present  pastor. 

White  Level  occupies  an  important  position,  and  is  capable 
of  doing'  large  things  in  the  kingdom.  Under  the  leader- 
ship of  the  present  able  pastor,  we  may  expect  the  church 
to  go  forward  in  kingdom  work.  It  has  recently  been  blessed 
with  a  gracious  revival,  and  many  were  added  to  tlie  church. 

WOOT). 

The  church  at  Wood  was  organized  in  1915,  and  received 
into  the  Association  under  the  name  of  Bethany.  Tt  had  at 
that  time  37  mend)ers.  In  1017  it  changed  its  name  to 
Wood. 

Eev.  J.  J.  Marshall  began  preaching  at  this  place  in  1914 
as  an  Associational  Missionary,  and  is  still  the  pastor.  The 
church  has  erected  a  house  of  worship  that  does  credit  to 
the  comnumity.    The  present  membership  is  1:5. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 


MODERATORS. 

James  Southerland. 

James  Soiitlierlaiid  was  the  first  Moderator  of  the  Tar 
Ttiver  Association.  He  was  a  native  of  Tarlx)ro.  He  moved 
to  AVarren  County  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  last  centnry, 
and  settled  at  Shocco  Springs,  where  he  resided  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  He  then  moved  to  what  is  now  known  as 
Soiitherland's  ]^^ill,  and  located  on  the  place  now  occupied 
by  his  grandson,  Solon  Southerland.  Mr.  Southerland  was 
the  fatlier  of  four  sons  ^vlloso  names  were:  Sam^  Sim,  Sabat 
and  Solon.  Solon,  the  fatlier  of  the  present  Southerland 
families  in  Vance  County,  was  the  third  son. 

Mr.  Southerland  was,  doubtless,  a  mejuber  of  the  Tar- 
boro  Church  before  the  division.  When  he  moved  to  War- 
ren County  he  became  a  member  of  Haywood's,  now 
Corinth  Church,  but  he  moved  his  membership  to  Brown's, 
when  that  church  was  organized  in  December,  1830.  He 
possessed  a  good  estate,  was  prominently  connected,  was  re- 
garded as  a  leader  in  the  church  and  community  and  Avas 
a  man  of  recognized  ]>iety  and  sterling  worth. 

He  doubtless  pi'esided  at  the  preliminary  meeting  in  1830 
which  was  held,  very  likely,  at  Sandy  Creek  Church,  for 
the  purpose  of  arranging  for  the  organization  of  the  Tar 
River  Association.  He  also  presided  as  Moderator  at  the 
anniversary  meetings  in  1831,  1832  and  1833. 

[n  1838  Mr.  Soutlierland,  Ix'ing  dissatisfied  with  the  pro- 
gressive tendencies  of  the  denomination,  withdrew  from 
Brown's  CHuirch,  and  probably  united  with  some  church  con- 
nected with  the  Kehukee  Association.  He  lived  and  died 
iiighly  esteemed  by  his  neighbors. 

JosiAH  J.  Fincpj, 

Eev.  Josiah  John  Finch  w^as  the  second  Moderator  of  the 
Association,  and  presided  over  the  session  which  met  at 
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Brown's  ]\[eetiiig  Ilouse  in  1834.  The  next  year  he  moved 
from'  the  bounds  of  the  Association. 

Mr.  Finch  was  a  native  of  Franklin  County,  North  Caro- 
lina. He  was  born  February  the  third,  1814,  received  his 
academic  education  in  Louisburg  and  Raleigh,  and  spent 
two  sessions  at  Wake  Forest  College.  He  became  pastor 
in  Edenton  in  1835  and  remained  three  years.  In  1838 
he  moved  to  ^*rew  Bern,  where  he  spent  seven  years  as  the 
honored  pastor  of  the  then  leading  Baptist  church  in  the 
State.  In  1845  he  moved  to  Raleigh  to  become  pastor  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church  in  that  city,  where  he  and  his 
wife  also  conducted  a  prosperous  female  school.  He  died 
of  consumption  January  the  thirty-first,  1850. 

After  his  death  Rev.  G.  M.  L.  Finch,  his  brother,  pub- 
lished a  volume  of  his  sermons,  which  shows  that  he  was  a 
preacher  of  more  tlian  average  merit. 

JoxEs  Cooke. 

Ill  is  eminent  brother  was  chosen  Moderator  of  the  Asso- 
ciation at  the  session  of  1835,  and  sensed  as  Moderator  seven 
consecutive  sessions,  until  1841.  He  was  again  re-elected 
at  the  session  of  1844,  and  served  one  term. 

Captain  Jones  Cooke  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  six 
miles  south  of  Louisburg,  in  1786.  He  died  in  1872,  and 
was  buried  at  the  old  Cooke  homestead.  He  was  a  son  of 
Thomas  Cooke  of  Surry  County,  A^irginia,  who  was  born  in 
1700,  and  died  in  1801.  His  mother  was  Martha  Analx'l 
Conyers,  a  native  of  Franklin  County. 

Captain  Jones  Cooke  was  commander  of  a  company  of 
Franklin  County  troops  in  tlie  war  of  1812,  and  was  a  recog- 
nized leader  of  men. 

Ho  was  a  strong  l>a])rist,  and  an  able  defender  of  the 
faith.  He  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  Fhit  Rock 
Church  and  was  a  prouiinent  member  of  the  body  of  Bap- 
tists that  met  in  Greenville  in  1830  and  organized  the  Bap- 
tist State  Convention.    He  took  an  active  part  in  foimding 
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Wake  Forest  College,  and  was  a  subscriber  to  the  Biblical 
Recorder  from  its  initial  number. 

He  was  thrice  married.  His  first  wife  was  ^frs.  Eliza- 
beth Green.  His  second  wife  was  Mrs.  Sallie  Cotton.  Of 
this  union  there  were  three  children:  Mrs.  Maynard,  Mrs. 
Beacliam  and  Preston  Jones  Cooke.  His  third  wife  was 
Mrs.  Jane  Kingsbury  of  New  Hartford,  Connecticut.  Of 
this  marriage  there  were  five  children:  Miss  Josephine, 
Judge  Charles  Mather,  Miss  Isabel,  Dr.  Walter  and  Mrs. 
TisdaHe. 


JoRDAx  Benson. 

At  the  sessions  of  1842  and  1843,  Jordan  Denson  was 
chosen  Moderator.  He  was  a  member  of  Shiloh  Church, 
and  took  an  active  part  in  the  business  of  the  Association. 
He  frequently  represented  his  church  in  the  Association, 
was  appointed  on  important  comniittees,  and  was  evidently 
regarded  by  the  brethren  as  a  safe  and  capable  leader. 

WiLLOUGHBY  HuDGlNS. 

In  1845  Elder  Willoughby  Hudgins  was  chosen  Modera- 
tor, and  served  one  term.  He  was  a  native  of  Orange 
County,  North  Carolina,  and  settled  in  Warren  County 
about  182'5. 

Mr.  Hudgins  was  denied  the  advantages  of  early  educa- 
tion, but  he  was  a  man  of  great  natural  ability,  was  a  dili- 
gent student,  and  came  to  be  recognized  as  a  man  of  edu- 
cation and  culture.  He  was  an  able  and  popular  preacher, 
and  the  churches  he  served  rapidly  gTCw  in  numbers.  He 
was  a  leader  in  the  associational  meetings. 

In  the  fall  of  1851  he  moved  to  Georgia  where  he  re- 
mained until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  about 
1875. 
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Henry  8.  Spivey. 

In  184(;  the  Association  elected  Elder  Henry  S.  Spivey, 
Moderator.  He  lived  in  Franklin  County,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  Red  Bud  Cliurch.  His  educational  advantages  vs^ere 
limited,  but  he  was  an  able  and  popular  preacher. 

Sometime  previous  to  his  residence  in  Franklin  County, 
he  was  pastor  of  the  church  in  Greenville.  Later  he  returned 
to  Greenville,  where  he  resided  for  several  years,  and  sup- 
plied country  churches.  During  his  last  residence  in  Green- 
ville his  wife  died.  After  a  suitable  time  lie  married  a 
Mrs.  Emell,  who  Avas  formerly  a  Miss  Cherry.  After  his 
second  marriage  he  moved  to  Sampson  County,  where  he 
bought  a  plantation  and  was  prosperous  and  useful. 

Thomas  J.  Pitchfokd. 

Dr.  Pitchford  presided  over  twenty-tive  sessions  of  the 
Tar  River  Association.  He  was  elected  first  in  1847,  and 
his  last  election  was  in  1880.  Beginning  with  1810  and 
ending  with  1860,  he  presided  over  twelve  consecutive  ses- 
sions of  the  Association. 

Dr.  Pitchford  was  born  about  the  first  of  the  last  cen- 
tury. His  father  died  in  his  early  childhood,  but  his  mother 
w^as  a  capable  woman,  and  managed  well  the  affairs  of  her 
family. 

He  received  his  academic  education  at  the  Warrenton 
Male  Academy.  During  the  school  term  he  resided  with 
his  uncle,  Dr.  Stephen  Davis.  He  afterwards  studied  medi- 
cine, and  enjoyed  a  large  and  lucrative  practice. 

He  entered  politics,  and  was  eminently  successful  as  a 
campaigner,  never  having  been  defeated.  He  serv^ed  his 
county  with  credit  in  botli  branches  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature. 

He  w^as  a  member  of  Reedy  Creek  Church  and  was  for 
many  years  clerk  of  that  body,  and  frequently  represented 
his  cliurch  in  the  Association. 

He  had  three  sisters:  Mrs.  Henry  Foote,  Sr.,  Mrs.  Ed- 
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Mard  Davis  and  ]\Irs.  C.  J.  Egerton.  Tliev  were  proiuiiient. 
women  and  exerted  a  large  influence. 

Dr.  Pitchford  gave  all  of  his  sons  a  college  education. 
One  of  them,  James  A.  Pitchford,  became  a  minister  of 
the  gospel.  Only  two  of  his  sons  are  living,  Mr.  Sam  Pitch- 
ford, a  farmer  of  AVarren  Connty,  and  Mr.  John  C.  Pitch- 
ford, a  prominent  business  man  of  Mississippi.  Dr.  Pitch- 
ford died  in  the  early  eighties  of  the  last  century. 

George  W.  Powell. 

At  the  meeting  of  1848,  George  W.  Powell  was  chosen 
Moderator.  He  was  a  citizen  of  ^^ash  County,  a  leading 
member  of  Hickory  Church,  and  was  prominent  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Association. 

He  had  many  relatives  in  Xash  and  Halifax  Counties. 
They  were  generally  Baptists,  as  are  their  descendants  in 
this  and  other  States. 

Adolphus  G.  Jones. 

In  1861  Adolphus  G.  Jones  was  elected  Moderator  of  the 
Association,  and  served  one  term.  He  was  a  citizen  of  Frank- 
lin Count's'  and  a  member  of  Louisburg  Church.  He  was 
highly  esteemed. 

'E.  Addison  Pukeeoy. 

Eev.  Addison  Purefoy  was  Moderator  of  the  Tar 
Eiver  Association  at  the  sessions  of  1863  and  1870. 

Mr.  Purefoy  was  born  in  Wake  County,  N^orth  Carolina, 
in  1811.  He  attended  Wake  Forest  College,  but  graduated 
from  Columbian  College,  Washington,  D.  C,  with  the  de- 
gree of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 

He  was  pastor  for  several  years  of  the  Fayetteville 
Church.  He  married  Miss  Indiana  Watson,  and  settled  in 
Warrenton,  where  he  lived  for  about  thirty  years,  and  served 
country  churches.    He  spent  the  last  few  years  of  his  life 
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at  Wake  Forest,  ^vliere  he  died  in  1887.  He  left  two  chil- 
dren, a  son  and  a  daughter.    Thev  reside  in  Salt  Lake  C'itv. 

Mr.  Purefoj  was  quiet  and  unobtrusive  and  was  regarded 
by  his  brethren  as  exemplifying  the  highest  type  of  Chris- 
tian character. 

John  Watson. 

At  the  sessions  of  the  Association  in  1805^  1800,  1880 
and  1884  John  Watson  was  elected  ^foderator. 

John  Watson  was  bom  September  the  21st,  1815,  and 
died  June  the  24th^  1889,  in  the  seventy-fourth  year  of 
his  age.  He  was  a  native  of  Warren  County.  He  was  a 
man  of  affairs  and  accumulated  a  large  estate. 

While  a  student  at  Wake  Forest  College  he  made  a  pro- 
fession of  religion  and  was  baptized  by  Dr.  Samuel  Wait, 
the  president  of  that  institution.  When  he  left  Wake  Forest 
he  united  with  Brown's  Church,  and  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  that  body  Tintil  the  time  of  his  death,  which  was  a 
period  of  fifty  years.  For  forty  years  he  served  the  church 
as  Clerk.  He  regularly  attended  the  meetings  of  his  church 
and  was  a  liberal  contributor  to  all  the  enterprises  of  the 
denomination. 

He  was  one  of  the  five  members  of  the  Tar  River  Asso- 
ciation, each  of  whom  contributed  one  thousand  dollars  to 
Wake  Forest  College,  as  the  beginning  of  the  present  en- 
dowment of  that  institution.  He  was  also  one  of  the  first 
to  contribute  one  thousand  dollars  to  the  Baptist  Orphanage 
at  Thomasville,  which  made  possible  the  establishment  of 
that  great  institution. 

When  he  was  old  and  infirm  and  his  mind  was  so  im- 
paired that  frequently  he  could  not  remember  his  own  name, 
he  did  not  forget  the  meeting  days  of  his  church,  and  in- 
sisted on  attending.  Associational  Missions  and  the  Bap- 
tist Orphanage  were  very  dear  to  him,  and  he  liberally  con- 
tributed to  their  support. 

He  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife,  Miss  Eowena  Rod- 
well,  only  lived  a  few  years.    She  left  three  children:  Rob- 
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ert,  who  died  soon  after  liis  motlier;  Rowena,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  fifteen,  and  Mrs.  A.  V.  Fleming.  His  second 
wife,  Mrs.  Mary  G.  Powell,  was  in  every  good  word  and 
w^ork  his  willing  helpmeet.  Indeed,  it  was  likely  her  Christly 
Spirit  that  influenced  him  in  some  of  his  noblest  deeds. 
There  were  three  children  by  this  marriage:  Pryor,  Pattie 
and  Lizzie,  now  IMrs.  George  W.  Purefoy,  of  Asheville. 

James  T.  Webb. 

James  T.  Wei  J)  was  ^loderator  of  the  Tar  River  Associa- 
tion at  five  sessions  of  the  body,  as  follow^s:  1877.  1878, 
1879,  1881  and  1882.  He  wa^  a  member  of  Peach  Tree 
Church  at  first,  but  afterw^ards  he  moved  his  membership  to 
Ephesus  and  continued  a  member  of  that  church  until  he 
was  promoted  to  the  General  Assembly  and  Church  of  the 
First  Born  on  High. 

Brother  A^^ebb  was  a  devout,  consecrated  Christian  and 
a  loyal  Baptist.  He  knew  why  he  was  a  Baptist,  and,  al- 
though a  modest  nuan,  he  w^as  always  ready  to  give  a  reason 
for  the  faith  that  was  in  him. 

He  could  always  l)e  counted  on  to  aid  in  the  Master's 
work.  He  w\ns  broad-minded,  kind-hearted  and  gave  of  his 
means  with  a  liberal  hand  to  the  organized  work  of  the  de- 
nomination. He  was  one  of  the  early  supporters  of  the 
Thomasville  Orphanage,  and  one  of  the  five  noble  mem- 
bers of  the  Tar  River  Association,  each  of  whom  gave  one 
thousand  dollars  to  begin  the  present  endowment  of  Wake 
Forest  College.  The  five  brethren  were:  James  T.  Webb, 
John  Watson,  Xoah  Biggs,  John  B.  Brewer  and  Charles  M. 
Cooke. 

Brother  A^ebb  was  born  February  9,  1830,  and  died  Oc- 
tober 30,  1887.  He  heard  the  IVfaster's  final  call  and  re- 
sponded, saying:  ^Tt  will  be  so  sweet  to  rest  wdien  w^e  get 
home." 

It  is  to  ])e  greatly  regretted  that  material  to  write  an  ade- 
quate sketch  of  this  noble  Christian  gentleman  is  not  avail- 
able. 
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Judge  Ciiarlks  Mather  Cooke. 

JiK-lge  Cooke  was  born  in  Franklin  Connty,  Xorth  Caro- 
lina, in  1844.  He  was  a  son  of  Jones  Cooke,  who  for  a 
nnniber  of  years  was  the  honored  ^loderator  of  the  Tar 
Eiver  Association. 

He  was  educated  at  Wake  Forest  College  and  he  was 
devotedly  attached  to  his  alma  mater.  Until  he  went  on 
tJie  bench  he  served  as  a  trustee  of  the  college. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  War  Between  the  States  he  en- 
tered the  Confederate  Armv  and  w^as  a  gallant  soldier.  He 
served  as  Adjutant  of  the  Fifty-fifth  North  Carolina  Regi- 
ment. In  one  of  the  last  battles  in  defense  of  Richmond 
he  was  severely  wounded. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  he  began  the  practice  of  law^ 
in  Louisl)urg,  and  wa<  popular  and  successful  as  a  lawyer. 
He  frequently  represented  his  district  in  the  Legislature, 
and  was  more  th.an  once  elected  speaker  of  the  House,  and 
for  a  long  time  he  was  Superior  Court  jndge.  On  account 
of  physical  intirmTties,  he  retired  from  the  bench,  and  spent 
the  evenins:  of  his  life  quietly  in  his  home  in  Louisburg. 

Judire  Cooke  made  a  profession  of  religion  early  in  life, 
and  joined  Flat  Rock  Church.  He  took  an  active  part  in 
reorganizing  the  church  in  Louisburg,  and  he  was  for  more 
than  t^^enty-li^■e  years  teacher  of  the  Bible  Class  in  the 
Sunday  School.  He  was  devotedly  attached  to  his  church, 
and  perhaps  did  more  for  it  than  any  other  man  living  or 
dead. 

He  w-as  President  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention  of 
Xorth  Carolina  during  the  session  of  1876,  and  he  was 
Moderator  of  the  Tar  River  Association  at  the  session  which 
was  held  in  Wilson  in  October,  1885.  He  was  a  man  of 
great  personal  magnetism,  he  was  cordial  and  friendly,  and 
he  was  a  areat  favorite  with  the  people. 

Judge  Cooke  married  Miss  Bettie  Person,  a  most  estimable 
lady,  who  survives  him.  She  is  a  devout  Christian,  a.  loyal 
Baptist,  and  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  she  taught 
the  infant  class  in  the  Louisburg  Baptist  Sunday  School. 
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Jiidgo  Cooke  died  January  the  ir>tli,  1920,  and  Jiis  body 
sleeps  among  tlie  i)eo]>le  lie  loved,  and  wlio  love  liini  and 
revere  his  memory. 

William  Ezka  Bowers. 

Hon.  W.  E.  I'owers,  a  son  of  James  Bartholomew  Bowers 
and  ]\fartha  Bay  Bowers,  was  bom  January  the  19th,  1846. 
He  served  in  the  Confederate  Army  nnder  Gen.  John  H. 
Morgan. 

He  was  converted  in  1S71  and  became  a  member  of  Bear 
Sv/amp  Church  and  attended  the  Association  the  first  time 
as  a  delegate  at  Corinth  Church  at  the  session  of  1871. 

This  excellent  brother  was  elected  Moderator  of  the  As- 
sociation at  the  session  which  convened  with  Brown's  Church 
in  October,  1S8H,  and  presided  over  tlie  deliberations  of  the 
body  during  eight  consecutive  sessions.  He  was  again  elected 
at  the  session  of  1920,  and  is  at  present  (1921)  the  Mod- 
erator of  the  Association.  He  nearly  always  attends  the 
Association,  and  generally  as  a  delegate  from  his  church. 
He  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  the  brethren,  and  is  relied  on 
for  counsel  in  delicate  and  difficult  cases. 

He  is  a  native  of  Flalifax  County,  near  Brinklewille,  and 
resides  on  the  plantation  where  he  first  saw  the  light.  He 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood  and  in  War- 
rent  on.  He  has  been  successful  in  business  and  has  accumu- 
lated a  large  estate. 

Mr.  Bowers  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  has 
served  his  county  as  County  Commissioner,  (county  Treas- 
urer, and  represented  his  district  in  the  State  Senate. 

He  married  Miss  Sallie  Hunter  of  Brinkleyville.  To 
them  were  born  nine  children,  six  of  whom  are  still  living. 
One  of  his  sons,  T\ev.  J.  Paul  Bowers,  who  died  some  years 
ago,  was  a  devout  Christian  and  an  able  and  consecrated 
minister  of  the  gospel. 

Brother  Bowers  is  a  member  of  Bear  Swamp  Church.  He 
loves  his  church,  and  his  pastor  finds  him  a  warm  and  sym- 
pathetic friend.    He  is  given  to  hospitality,  and  is  never 
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happier  than  when  liis  house  is  full  of  his  friends.  In  this 
respect  all  his  children  resemble  him — they  are  worthy  de- 
scendants of  a  Avorthy  sire. 

CArT.  I^oR]\rAT^  Leslie  Shaw. 

This  versatile  brother  is  a  native  .of  Murfreesboro.  X.  C, 
and  was  born  in  1845.  His  father  was  a  native  or  Ire- 
land, and  was  a  Koman  Catholic.  His  mother  was  a  native 
of  Hertford  County.  She  was  a  devout  Christian,  and  a 
loyal  member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  When  he  was  about 
five  years  old  his  father  died,  but  his  mother  lived  to  a  good 
old  age.  He  was  an  only  child  and  his  careful  mother  wisely 
instilled  into  his  mind  correct  principles. 

He  lived  for  a  few  years  in  Winton,  C,  and  then 
moved  with  his  mother  to  a  farm  near  Harrellsville,  C. 
He  was  prepared  for  college  at  Union  Male  Academy  in 
Harrellsville,  from  which  he  went  to  Emory  and  Henry 
College  in  Virginia,  where  he  remained  a  year  and  a  half. 
He  then  entered  the  University  of  N^orth  Carolina,  and 
studied  there  for  about  eighteen  months,  or  until  the  be- 
ginning of  the  War  Between  the  States.  He  promptly  vol- 
unteered and  served  with  distinction  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  retired  from  the  army  bearing  the  commission 
of  captain.  Some  years  ago  he  was  awarded  a  diplouia  by 
the  State  University. 

In  February,  1861,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Maiw  O.  Mc- 
Dade,  a  beautiful  and  accomplished  woman,  who  was  the 
mother  of  his  six  chidlren,  viz.,  Mrs.  Ts'annie  Simmons,  the 
widow  of  the  late  Dennis  Simmons,  who  resides  in  Washing- 
ton City;  Mrs.  L.  R.  Pruette  of  Charlotte,  wife  of  the  pas- 
tor of  Ninth  Avenue  Baptist  Church ;  Mrs.  Clarence  O. 
Keuster,  of  Charlotte,  wife  of  a  prominent  business  man 
of  that  city,  and  [N'orman  Leslie  Shaw,  Jr.,  who  died  in 
his  earl}^  boyhood.  There  were  two  other  boys  who  died  in 
childhood.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he  married 
Mrs.  Jennie  C,  ^fcDowell,  of  Edenton-  who  only  lived  a 
short  time.    In  the  fall  of  1885  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar 
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the  accomplished  Mrs.  DeHa  ]\r.  Jenkins,  of  Warrenton.  who 
died  in  1897.  After  two  years  Brother  Sliav;  was  again 
united  in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Patsy  E.  Williaii^s  of  Drake's 
Branch,  Virginia,  Avho  passed  away  several  years  ago.  Mr. 
Shaw  has  heen  wonderously  hlessed  in  his  wives. 

Brother  Shaw  is  exceedingly  industrious  and  energetic. 
He  is  a  business  man  through  and  through.  He  is  a  devout 
Christian,  and  a  valuable  church  meuiher.  For  many  years 
he  has  served  as  a  deacon,  and  is  a  gifted  Sunday  School 
man.  He  is  a  fluent  and  popular  s]^eaker,  and  a  ready 
writer. 

He  faithfully  attends  associational  and  conventional  meet- 
ings. At  one  time  he  was  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  North 
Carolina  Baptist  State  Convention,  and  occupied  this  posi- 
tion for  three  consecutive  sessions.  ,  He  was  for  six  years 
Moderator  of  the  Tar  River  Association. 

For  nearly  twenty  years  Brother  Shaw  was  a  resident  of 
Drake's  Branch,  Virginia,  where  he  was  successful  in  busi- 
ness and  an  efficient  church  meud>er.  His  pastors  find  him 
a  ready,  willing,  and  sympathetic  helper.  Brother  Shaw 
now^  (1921)  lives  in  Charlotte,  X.  and  is  Membership 
Secretary  of  the  Chamber  of  Conmierce  of  that  city. 

Thoimas  AF.  Akeixgton. 

This  beloved  brother  was  elected  Moderator  of  the  Asso- 
ciation at  Sju'ing  Hope  in  1900,  and  continued  to  serve  the 
body  as  ^loderator  through  eight  consecutive  sessions,  or 
until  the  Association  was  divided  at  Henderson  in  1907.  He 
ihen  became  a  member  of  the  Roanoke  Association  and  served 
as  ^loderatoi'  of  that  body  until  compelled  to  retire  from 
active  service  on  account  of  failing  health. 

Brotlier  Arrington  was  a  native  of  Xash  County,  and  was 
prominently  connected  with  leading  families  in  that  and 
other  sections  of  the  State.  For  many  years  he  was  a  citi- 
zen of  Rocky  ^lount^  where  he  was  highly  esteemed  by  a 
large  circle  of  friends,  and  he  had  much  to  do  in  building 
up  Baptist  churches  in  that  thriving  town.    For  many  years 
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he  served  the  State  in  a  highly  res])Oiisible  i)osition  in  Ra- 
leidi,  and  he  was  always  true  to  the  highest  interests  of  onr 
people. 

Since  the  above  was  written  Brother  Arring-ton  has  passed 
to  his  reward. 

George  Mark  Di  ke. 

This  prince  of  preachers  was  horn  in  Warren  County, 
'N'orth  Carolina,  Aus^ust  the  8th,  1845,  and  died  at  the 
residence  of  his  son-in-law,  Thomas  H.  Cheek,  near  Inez, 
Warren  Connty,  Jnly  the  22nd,  1918,  having  nearly  reached 
his  seventy-third  year.  Ke  was  a  son  of  the  late  Mark 
Dnke  and  Xancy  Pitchford  Dnke  of  the  Reedy  Creek  sec- 
tion, and  the  grandson  of  ^Tyrick  and  Dolly  Duke.  He  was 
one  of  sixteen  children. 

Mr.  Duke  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife  ^vas  Miss 
Mollie  Avant.  of  Xash  County,  w^ith  whom  he  lived  hap- 
pily until  God  called  her  to  a  higher  station.  His  second 
wiie  wds  Miss  ^lartha  Elmira  Drake,  who  survives  him. 
Two  of  his  children  are  yet  living.  These  are  George  M. 
Duke,  Jr.,  of  ^^^ash  County,  by  first  mai-riage,  and  Mrs. 
Walter  Strange,  of  Fi*anklin  County,  by  second  marriage. 
There  were  several  other  children,  but  these  have  all  passed 
away. 

He  received  his  academic  education  at  the  old  Warrenton 
Male  Academy,  but  before  he  completed  the  prescribed 
course  in  this  institution  the  War  Between  the  States  com- 
menced and  his  school  life  was  permanently  ended. 

In  April,  18B1,  he  volunteered  as  a  Confederate  soldier  in 
the  Warren  Guards,  which  afterwards  became  Company  F 
of  the  I'welfth  Xorth  Cai'olina  Regiment.  He  was  a  good 
soldier  and  liad  an  enviable  record  among  the  men  of  hi^^ 
company.  He  was  faithful  to  every  duty,  and  brought  back 
with  him  from  the  army  a  reputation  for  faithfulness,  un- 
selfishness, and  bravery  well-nigh  unequaled.  After  the 
war  he  was  ]^rominent  in  meetings  of  the  veterans.  He  at- 
tended local,  State  and  general  gatherings,  and  was  chap- 
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lain  at  different  times  of  County  and  State  organizations. 

Tie  v/as  a  ^Fason,  and  frequently  attended  the  Grand 
Lodge;  and  was  for  some  time  chaplain  of  that  body. 

He  was  converted  in  the  army  in  and  w^as  baptized 

in  the  Rappahannock  Eiver  by  Rev.  J,  G.  Earklev.  He 
at  once  began  an  active  religious  work  among  his  comrades. 
He  WAS  highly  esteemed  in  the  army  as  a  sincere  Chris- 
tian, and  he  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  even  the  worst  men  in 
the  company. 

After  his  baptism  he  united  with  the  Reedy  Creek  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Warren  County.  He  at  once  began  to  ex- 
ercise his  gifts  in  public,  and  the  church  soon  licensed  him 
to  preach  the  gospel.  He  w^as  ordained  in  May,  1867,  to 
the  full  work  of  the  gospel  ministry,  and  began  a  career  of 
pastoral  w^ork  of  popularity  and  efficiency^  wliicli  only  ter- 
minated with  his  death. 

He  served  churches  in  Warren,  Xash,  Halifax  and  Frank- 
lin Counties.  The  churches  of  Franklin  County  enjoyed  a 
lar.o-er  share  of  his  ministrv  than  the  churches  of  anv  other 
section  of  our  Association.  Some  of  his  pastorates  were 
not  verv  long,  because  his  work  was  so  great  that  he^could 
not  continue  longer  with  tho^c  churches,  but  several  of  his 
pastorates  continued  through  many  years.  ^Mount  Zion, 
Sandy  Creek,  Poplar  Springs,  Cedar  Rock  and  Maple 
Sprinirs  were  among  his  longest  pastorates.  He  served  as 
pastor  at  Maple  Springs  about  forty-five  years,  and  at  Blount" 
Zion  about  forty-one  years.  During  his  long  ministry  he 
baptized,  married  and  buried  many  thousands  of  ])eople. 

He  was  elected  INfoderator  of  the  Tar  River  Association 
at  Sandy  Creek  in  October,  1908,  and  served  in  this  office 
through  ten  consecutive  sessions.  He  was  exceedingly  popn> 
lar  and  tenderly  loved  by  the  brethren,  and  it  was  the  pur- 
pose of  tlie  Association  to  continue  liim  as  Moderator  as 
lona'  as  he  lived,  or  would  consent  to  serve.  He  also  was 
for  many  years  Chairmxan  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Association,  and  took  a  lively  interest  in  Associational 
Missions,  and  all  other  enterprises  in  wdiich  the  Associa- 
tion was  engaged.    He  gave  most  hearty  support  to  every 
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effort  fostered  by  our  State  Convention.  Wake  Forest  Col- 
lege, Meredith  College  and  our  other  educational  institu- 
tions found  in  hiui  an  ardent  and  substantial  friend,  and  he 
gave  to  the  Thomasville  Or])hanage  his  unfailing  support. 

He  often  recei^'ed  flattering  calls  to  large  town  churches, 
but  these  he  persistently  declined,  prefen-ing  to  remain  in 
the  country  and  devote  his  noble  talents  to  the  building  up  of 
country  churches. 

He  was  one  of  the  wise  rebuilders  of  the  State;  and,  from 
1865  to  the  time  of  his  death  wisely  devoted  his  energies 
to  the  rebuildinir  of  the  conntrv  that  he  had  fous^ht  throuo^h 
four  eventful  years  to  defend.  Education,  prohibition,  agri- 
culture, social  progress  and  clean  politics  found  in  him  a 
friend  in  need.  But  above  everything  else  he  was  a  preacher. 
He  was  a  God-made  preacher,  and  he  loved  to  preach  the 
gospel  that  saves.  Among  preachers  he  was  a  prince — he 
had  the  spirit  of  a  poet,  the  tongue  of  an  orator,  and  the 
mind  of  a  great  thinker.  He  loved  the  people^  and  he  was 
tenderly  loved  by  thousands  who  are  sad;  because  they  will 
see  the  face  of  George  M.  "Duke  no  more  on  earth. 

''Servant  of  God,  well  done; 
Rest  from  thy  lov'd  employ ; 
The  battle  fought,  the  vict'ry  won, 
Enter  thy  Masters  joy." 

IvEY  Allex. 

This  excellent  Christian  gentleman  was  the  eighteenth 
Moderator  of  the  Tar  River  Association,  He  was  elected 
at  the  session  which  was  held  at  Bunn  in  1918,  and  re- 
elected at  Harris  Chapel  in  1919.  Having  moved  beyond 
our  bounds,  and,  there  being  <a  rule  limiting  the  term  of 
any  individual  as  AFoderator  to  two  consecutive  sessions,  he 
wa?  not  eligible  to  re-election  in  1920. 

Brother  Allen  was  born  in  Halifax  County,  Xorth  Caro- 
lina, in  the  Bear  Swamp  neighborhood,  July  11th,  1862.  He 
is  the  youngest  son  of  Xat  and  Mary  Eliza  Allen, 
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He  united  with  the  Baptist  Church  in  Littleton  in  1892, 
and  was  baptized,  with  a  number  of  others,  by  the  writer  in 
the  pond  at  Panacea  Spring.  He  at  once  became  active  in 
church  work,  and  his  activity  and  special  fitness  attracted 
the  attention  of  Dr.  E.  D.  Fleming  and  Mr.  Xoah  Biggs, 
enthusiastic  friends  of  Thomasville  Orphanage,  and  through 
their  influence  he  Avas  elected  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of 
that  institution  in  the  summer  of  1892,  and  rendered  ef- 
ficient seiTice  in  that  capacity  for  eight  years.  He  was  not 
only  valuable  to  the  institution  in  the  office  to  which  he  had 
been  callejl,  but  as  a  speaker  and  general  worker  he  ren- 
dered most  timely  service. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  M.  Davis,  of  Louisburg 
College  in  1900.  Of  this  union  there  are  three  children,  one 
daughter  and  two  sons.  Soon  after  his  marriage  he  settled 
in  Louisburg  and  entered  into  secular  business.  He  re- 
nuiined  in  Louisburg  until  1920  and  for  a  good  many  years 
he  was  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  Louisburg  College,  of 
which  his  wife  was  President.  Retiring  from  this  position, 
be  held  a  clei'ical  ])Osition  for  two  years  in  the  office  of  the 
Collector  of  Internal  Bevenue  in  Baleigh.  At  present  (1921) 
he  is  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Oxford  Orphanage. 

When  the  Tar  Bi\'er  Association  divided  in  1907  Brother 
Allen  was  a])pointed  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Execu- 
tive Comuiittee  of  the  Tar  Biver  Association,  and  served 
the  body  faithfully  and  efficiently  until  October,  1920, 
when»  liaving  moved  beyond  our  bounds,  he  resigned  this 
position. 

Brother  Allen  regularly  attends  our  general  meetings.  He 
is  wise  in  counsel,  and  is  active  in  all  denominational  en- 
terprises.   He  is  a  sincere  Christian,  and  a  loyal  Baptist. 


IVEY  ALLEN 
Moderator  Two  Years 


CHAPTER  XVII. 


CLERKS  AND  TREASURERS. 

At  the  beirimiiii<r  the  A>sociation  combined  the  offices  of 
Clerk  and  Treasiii-er.  This  was  a  wise  measure,  which  ])re- 
vented  the  multiplication  of  officers.  Therefore,  when  the 
Clerk  is  named,  it  c^oes  without  saying  that  he  was  also  the 
Treasurer. 

The  Clerks  were  w^orthy  men,  and  enjoyed  the  love  and 
confidence  of  their  brethren,  but  I  have  been  unable  to  ob- 
tain information  concerning  most  of  them.  It  is,  there- 
fore, impossible  to  give  little  more  than  their  names,  and 
indicate  the  time  that  each  of  them  sei-ved.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  information  concerning  these  worthy  brethren 
is  not  obtainable.  This  shows  the  necessity  of  publishing 
in  our  Minutes,  at  the  time  of  their  death,  sketches  of  the 
pastors  of  our  ch\irches  and  of  the  officers  of  our  Associa- 
tion. Had  this  been  done  it  would  be  easy  to  write  sketches 
of  these  brethren. 

Elder  THo:^rAS  Crocker. 

This  devout  man  of  God^  and  faithful  minister  of  the 
Word,  was  a  native  of  Franklin  County,  Xorth  Carolina, 
and  a  member  of  Haywood  (now  Corinth)  Church  of  that 
county.  He  was  the  first  Clerk  and  Treasurer  of  the  Tar 
River  Association,  and  served  seven  terms  in  that  office — r 
1830,  31,  32,  35,  30,  37  and  38. 

He  was  one  of  the  few  preachers  who  heartily  supported 
Elder  William  R.  AVorrell,  in  the  organization  of  the  Tar 
River  Association.  He  was  a  leader  in  the  councils  of  the 
body  and  enjoyed  the  loving  confidence  of  all  w^ho  knew 
him.  Perhaps  he  preached  more  sermons  at  the  sessions  of 
the  Association  than  any  other  preacher  of  his  day.  For 
thirtj'-five  or  forty  years  he  preached  in  Franklin,  Gran- 
ville, Wake  and  Warren  Counties.   On  account  of  his  sound 
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jndo'nieiit  and  willingTiess  to  work,  be  seems  to  have  been 
made  a  leader  in  every  forward  movement. 

He  was  deeply  interested  in  edncation,  especially  Minis- 
terial Edncation.  AVben  tbe  State  Convention  decided  to 
nndertake  this  work  be  advanced  fnnds  for  tbe  edncation 
of  yonng  preacbers.  He  was  a  member  of  the  first  Board 
of  Trnstees  of  Wake  Forest  College.  He  regularly  attended 
tbe  meetings  of  tbe  Board  and  often  served  on  tbe  most  im- 
portant committees.  For  some  time  be  resided  at  Wake 
Forest.  He  Avas  greatly  afflicted  before  bis  death,  bnt  be 
bore  bis  afflictions  with  Christian  resignation. 

He  was  born  in  1786  and  died  at  bis  home  in  Wake 
County,  December  tbe  8tb,  1846,  greatly  bonored  by  his 
brethren.  It  is  a  pity  that  we  bave  no  material  out  of  whicb 
to  write  an  adequate  sketch  of  his  life  and  labors. 

-    :  Elder  Amos  Johnston  Battle. 

Tbis  valiant  soldier  of  tbe  Cross  was  Clerk  of  the  Asso- 
ciation during  tbe  session  of  183o.  He  was  a  worthy  min- 
ister and  knew  well  bow  to  endure  hardness  as  a  good  sol- 
dier of  Jesus  Cbrist. 

He  was  a  son  of  Joel  and  ^[ary  P.  Battle,  and  was  born 
at  Sliell  Bank,  Edgecombe  County,  ^N'ortb  Cai'olina,  Jan- 
uary the  lltb,  1805.  His  parents  were  wealthy  and  in- 
flnential,  and  tbeir  son  enjoyed  superior  educational  ad- 
vantages. During  tbe  wbole  of  his  life  be  was  a  close 
student,  and  by  study  and  wide  reading  continued  to  add  to 
liis  store  of  knowledge,  and  to  fit  himself  for  tbe  great  work 
to  wdiich  God  had  called  hiuL 

Possessing  ample  ineans,  and  having  talents  of  a  very  high 
order,  the  learned  professions  presented  to  bim  an  inviting 
field  of  success,  wealth  and  bonor.  Heeding  tbe  call  of  God 
to  the  greatest  of  all  callings,  he  turned  bis  back  on  worldly 
distinction  aiid  honor,  and  eagerly  devoted  bis  energies  to 
the  self-sacrificing  and  laborious  work  of  preaching  the  gos- 
peb  of  Cbrist  to  a  lost  w^orld. 
■  In  1828,  jn  tbe  twenty=-tbird  year  of  bis  life,  be  traveled 
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on  horseback  from  his  home  in  o^'orth  Carolina  to  his  plan- 
tation in  Florida.  On  this  trip  he  stopped  at  Mount  Zion, 
a  conntry  church  in  Georgia.  There,  under  the  preaching 
of  Rev.  Jesse  Mercer,  the  founder  of  Mercer  University, 
Georgia,  he  gave  his  heart  to  God,  and  was  baptized  by  Mr. 
Mercer. 

About  three  years  after  his  baptism,  having  returned  to 
TvTorth  Carolina,  he  was  ordained  to  the  full  work  of  the 
gospel  ministry.  His  ordination  took  place  at  a  convention 
held  with  ''Rogers'  Cross-Roads"  Baptist  Church  in  Wake 
County.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret  Hearne  Parker, 
of  Edgecombe  County,  ^^orth  Carolina. 

His  first  pastorate  seems  to  have  been  in  I^ashville,  X.  C, 
Avhere  he  was  pastor  of  the  church  in  1834.  He  probably 
remained  in  I^'ashville  until  1887.  In  1838  and  1839  he 
was  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Raleigh,  and  ren- 
dered service  there  which  should  inscribe  his  name  in  let- 
ters of  gold  on  the  w^alls  of  the  building  in  wdiich  that  noble 
church  worships  God. 

About  this  time  he  became  dee]:>ly  interested  in  Wake 
Forest  College,  and  gave  largely  of  liis  means  to  the  build- 
ing up  of  that  institution.  He  also  erected  a  large  and 
handsome  building,  and  did  something  toward  beautifying 
the  grounds.  There-  are  still  trees  and  shrubs  growing  on 
the  campus  that  he  planted  with  his  own  hands.  His  noble 
wife  was  his  worthy  helpmeet  in  every  good  w^ork.  She  em- 
ployed every  seamstress  in  Raleigh  to  make  bedclothes  for 
the  use  of  the  boys  at  the  college.  While  he  was  contribut- 
ing liberally  to  the  work  at  Wake  Forest,  he  was  also  giving 
largely  to  the  building  of  a  meeting  house  for  the  Baptist 
Church  in  Raleigh. 

Receiving  a  call  to  the  First  Baj)tist  Church  in  Wilming- 
ton, X.  C,  he  left  Raleigh  and  entered  upon  the  work  of 
building  up  the  church  in  that  important  city.  During  the 
first  six  months  of  his  pastorate  there  one  hundred  and  fifty 
members  were  added  to  the  church  by  baptism.  Among 
them'  were  such  men  as  George  R.  French,  Capt.  Q.  B. 
Ellis,  IMessrs.  Peterson,  Mitchell  and  many  others,  wlio  were 
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prominent  in  the  work  of  tlie  chnrcli,  and  whose  descendants 
are  still  among  the  most  distingnished  Baptists  in  Wil- 
mington. At  this  time  the  Baptist  honse  of  worship  in 
Raleigh  was  about  to  be  sokl  to  satisfy  a  heavy  debt  on  it. 
^fr.  Battle's  heart  was  moved  by  the  distress  of  this  church 
and  he  resigned  his  Wilmington  pastorate  and  during  1848 
and  1844  traveled  over  the  State  to  raise  funds  to  pay  the 
debt  on  the  Raleigh  Church,  and  save  the  building  to  the 
denomination. 

A  vear  or  two  later,  realizino;  that  Wake  Forest  College 
w^as  doing  all  that  could  be  done^  at  that  time,  for  the  young 
men  of  ^v^orth  Carolina,  he  became  deeply  interested  in  build- 
ing up  a  college  for  the  girls.  In  1847  he  labored  for  that 
purpose  in  the  Chowan  Association  and  induced  many 
wealtliv  men  to  establish  a  school  in  Murfreesboro,  which,- 
under  the  name  of  Chowan  Baptist  College,  is  still  doing  a 
great  ^^ork  in  educating  young  women.  For  a  year  or  two 
he  w^as  steward  of  this  college. 

Having  accomplished  this  great  w^ork  he  moved  his  fam- 
ily to  AVilson,  C.^  in  1853,  where  he  died  Sejitember  the 
24th,  1870.  During  his  residence  in  AYilson  he  s]ient  mucli 
time  in  evangelistic  work  in  various  parts  of  the  State. 
While  holding  a  uieeting  in  Butherfordton,  he  was  attacked 
with  a  cancer  near  his  eye,  which  terminated  his  life. 

He  was  a  trustee  of  Wake  Forest  College  from  1835  till 
1844,  when  he  ceased  to  attend  the  meetings,  having  be- 
come deeply  interested  in  the  education  of  young  women. 

He  held  various  positions  of  honor  and  trust  in  the  de- 
nomination. In  1835  he  was  agent  for  the  college  and  he  and 
Charles  W.  Skinner  loaned  the  money  to  build  a  house  for 
the  professors.  He  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  Baptist 
State  Convention  and  was  its  treasurer  from  1836-1842. 
He  was  tlie  Becording  Secretary  of  the  Xorth  Carolina  Bap- 
tist Bible  Society  from  1837  to  1842.  He  was  chosen 
Chaplain  of  the  Xorth  Carolina  Regiment  that  volunteered 
to  ao  to  Mexico  during  our  w^ar  w-ith  that  country. 

He  was.  a  nol)le  iiian,  and  one  of  the  best  of  the  great 
men  of  his  time  ;  and  deserves  to  be  held  in  j^erpetual  re- 
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membraiice  bv  his  denomination,  and  his  State  for  the  great 
work  that  he  did  in  his  day  and  generation. 

SlAIKON  SOXJTHERLAND. 

This  brother  was  a  member  of  Brown's  Church,  and 
served  the  Association  as  Clerk  at  the  session  of  1834.  He 
withdrew  from  the  denomination  in  1838  on  account  of  his 
opposition  to  the  spirit  of  the  last  command  of  onr  blessed 
Lord.  He  was  a  man  of  means,  of  a  good  family,  and  was 
doubtless  a  sincere  Christian. 

Dr.  TllO^tAS  J.  PlTCHFORD. 

Dr.  Pitchford  was  elected  Assistant  Clerk  in  1838  and 
1839,  and  he  was  elected  Clerk  in  1840,  and  served  consecu- 
tively through  1844.  For  sketch  of  Dr.  Pitchford  seo 
sketches  of  Moderators. 

WiT.soj^^  D.  Webb. 

Mr.  Webb  was  Clerk  of  the  Association  in  1845,  4(),  47 
and  48.  He  was  a.  member  of  Maple  Springs  Church,  and 
for  many  years  was  Clerk  of  the  church.  The  esteem  in 
which  he  was  held  by  his  brethren  is  indicated  by  the  regu- 
larity with  which  he  represented  his  church  in  the  Associa- 
tion, and  the  honorable  position  he  held  in  that  body. 

Mr.  Webb  was  born  in  1797  and  died  in  18Sl\  in  the 
eighty- fifth  year  of  his  age. 

Fie  was  a  man  of  large  means,  was  a  man  of  affairs,  and 
was  well  educated.  For  many  years  of  his  life  he  was  a 
popular  school  teacher.  His  descendants  are  ])rominent  in 
the  communities  where  they  reside. 

Elder  Patrick  H.  S:\rTTir. 

^fr.  Smith  was  a  native  of  Franklin  County,  lie  lived 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Corinth,  of  which  clnii'cli  he  was 
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a  member.  He  was  not  an  educated  man  in  the  nieanina- 
of  the  schools,  bnt  lie  was  a  close  student  of  the  Bible  and 
other  good  books.  He  was  an  acceptable  preacher,  and 
served  as  pastor  many  of  the  churches. 

For  many  years  he  regularly  attended  the  meetings  of 
the  Association,  and  he  occupied  an  important  place  in  the 
deliberations  of  the  body. 

Mr.  Smith  was  Clerk  of  the  Association  six  years,  from 
1849  through  1854.  He  served  on  important  coniinittees,  and 
frequently  preached  before  the  Association.  At  tlie  ses- 
sion of  1857  resolutions  were  adopted  expressing  the  high 
esteem  in  which  this  able  minister  and  useful  man  of  God 
was  held  by  the  Association.  The  date  of  his  death  is  not 
given,  but  this  record  indicates  that  he  died  between  the  ses- 
sion of  1856  and  that  of  1857. 

Elder  G.  M.  L.  Finch. 

Elder  Finch  sensed  the  Association  eight  consecutive 
years  as  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  from  1855  through  1862. 

He  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  ^'orth  (^irolina.  So])- 
tember  15th,  1821,  and  died  October  the  :50th,  1868,  aft<M- 
a  lingering  illness  of  more  than  a  year.  He  grew  up  on 
his  father's  farm.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  professed  con- 
version, but  very  soon  he  became  convinced  that  the  woi-k 
was  not  genuine;  therefore,  he  continued  to  seek  the  Lord 
until  God  spoke  peace  to  his  troubled  soul. 

He  soon  became  convinced  that  he  ought  to  |»re;ich  tlio 
gospel,  and  began  a  course  of  studv  prej)ararorv  to  tlnit 
work.  He  attended  Wake  Forest  (College;  and,  during  vaca- 
tions, he  taught  school  to  obtain  means  to  continue  in  col- 
lege. When  his  brother,  Kev.  T.  J.  Finch,  died,  it  became 
necessarv  for  him  to  leave  college  and  take  his  l>rother*s 
place  as  princij)al  of  Sedgwick  Female  Seminary  in  liii- 
leiiih,  where  he  continued  until  his  marriage  in  1853. 

After  his  marriage  he  lived  in  Wilmington  and  engaged 
in  business,  but  he  had  not  forgotten  the  Diviue  call,  and 
preached  regularly  to  two  destitute  country  cliurcluvs.  This, 
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however,  did  not  satisfy  him,  for  he  felt  that  the  Divine 
call  required  him  to  give  his  whole  life  to  the  Avork  of  the 
ministry.  Therefore,  he  Avas  ordained  by  the  First  Bap- 
tist Church  of  Wilmington.  The  ordaining  presbytery  con- 
sisted of  Elders  AV.  H.  Jordan,  J.  D.  Hnfham  and  William 
Hooper. 

He  returned  to  Franklin  County  in  1854,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  death,  preaching  the  gospel.  He  served 
as  pastor  the  churches  at  Maple  Springs,  Louisburg,  Red 
Bud,  AVarrenton,  Hickory  Chapel  and  Salem.  This  work 
covered  a  period  of  OA^er  eight  years.  His  great  desire  as 
a  pastor  was  that  his  churches  might  enjoy  a  perpetual-  re- 
vival. 

His  health  had  always  been  delicate,  but  he  bravely 
struggled  against  disease,  and  did  not  give  up  as  long  as  he 
Avas  able  to  stand  in  the  pulpit.  Having  fought  a  good  fight 
and  finished  his  course  he  entered  into  the  rest  that  remain- 
eth,  AAdien  but  little  more  than  thirty-nine  years  of  age. 

Elder  Henry  Petty. 

Mr.  Petty  was  a  native  of  Virginia.  He  came  to  Xorth 
Carolina  about  18fiO,  or  perhaps  a  little  before,  to  become 
pastor  of  the  church  in  Greenville.  Avhere  he  continued  until 
the  spring  of  1862,  when  he  Avas  forced  to  leave  on  account 
of  the  occupation  of  the  tOAvn  by  the  invading  Federal  Aruiy. 
He  retired  to  Scotland  2^eck,  Avhere  he  preached  for  a  short 
time.  He  was  then  called  to  AVarrenton,  and  entered  u])ou 
his  first  pastorate  there  Tuly  the  6th,  1862.  He  continued 
to  sen'e  the  church  as  pastor  until  June,  1865,  when  he  be- 
came pastor  of  the  Second  Baptist  Church  in  Petersburg, 
A'irginia,  Avhere  he  remained  for  about  three  years.  He 
then  returned  to  Warrenton,  and  became  a  second  time  pas- 
tor of  that  church.  This  pastorate  Avas  brief,  but  pros- 
perous. In  1869  he  left  AA^arrenton  to  represent  the  Home 
Mission  Board  in  A'irginia.  He  continued  in  this  w^ork 
only  a  short  time.  Since  then,  until  his  death,  AA'hich  oc- 
curred -seATral  years  ago,  he  served  churches  in  A'irginia. 

While  in;  AVarrenton  he  became  favorably  knoAvn  through- 
out the  State,  and  took  an  active  part  in  denominational 
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work.  He  \\as  Clerk  of  the  Tar  River  Association  at  the 
sessions  which  were  held  witli  Hed  End  Chnrch  in  1863  and 
Mount  Zion  Chnrch  in  1864.  He  preached  the  introduc- 
toi-y  sermon  before  the  Baptist  State  Convention  which  met 
in  Goldsboro  in  1860. 

Mr.  Pettv  was  an  able  preaeher,  and  a  successful  pastor. 
He  possessed  considerable  literarv  gifts,  and  m-ote  frequently 
for  religious  papers.  He  was  the  author  of  a  religious 
novel,  entitled  ^Tena  Landon,"  which  liad  a  large  sale.  The 
book  can  be  procured  from  the  American  Baptist  Publica- 
tion Society,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

L.   M.  CONYERS. 

Brother  Conyers  resided  in  Nash  County,  and  was  a 
member  of  Hickory  Church.  I  think  he  was  afterwards  a 
member  at  Nashville.  He  served  the  Association  as  Clerk 
five  consecutive  tei'ms,  from  1865  through  1869.  He  was 
a  prominent  member  of  the  Association^  a  useful  citizen  and 
a  consecrated  Chiistian.  He  was  a  brave  Confederate  sol- 
dier, imd  Avas  deeply  interested  in  everything  that  concenied 
his  country. 

I 

Elder  James  A.  Pitcheord. 

Brotlier  Pitchford  was  a  son  of  Dr.  T.  J.  Pitchford.  He 
was  born  in  Warren  County,  North  Carolina,  February  the 
24th.  1837,  and  died  February  the  10th,  1905. 

He  graduated  from  AVake  Forest  College,  and  was  or- 
dained to  the  full  work  of  the  gospel  ministry  by  Reedy 
Creek  Church  of  which  he  was  a  member.  His  ministerial 
labors  were  confined  to  the  Tar  River  Association.  He 
regularly  attended  the  sessions  of  the  lx)dy,  and  took  an 
active  part  in  its  deliberations.  He  was  Clerk  of  the  As- 
sociation at  the  session  which  met  at  Poplar  Spring  Church 
in  1870. 

He  was  a  Confederate  soldier.  After  the  war  he  devoted 
himself  to  preaching.  Several  years  before  his  death,  he  re- 
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tired  from  active  ministerial  work  and  engaged  in  farming. 
He  was  married  three  times,  and  left  a  widow  and  several 
children. 

Mexalcus  Lank  ford. 

Mr.  Lankford  was  Clerk  and  Treasnrer  of  the  Associa- 
tion in  1871  and  1872. 

Dr.  AV.  C.  Laxkford. 

Dr.  Lankford  served  the  Association  as  Ck^rk  from  187'^ 
throngh  1870,  and  again  1870  and  1880.  He  held  this 
office  six  terms. 

Dr.  R.  M.  Johnson. 

At  the  session  of  the  Association  in  1877,  Dr.  E.  ^f. 
Johnson  was  elected  Clerk  and  Treasurer.  He  fille^l  these 
offices  acceptably  to  the  hodj. 

Dr.  Johnson  was  born  and  grew^  to  manhood  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Cedar  Rock  in  Franklin  County.  Dr.  Johnson 
was?  a  dentist  and  for  a  number  of  years  successfully  prac- 
ticed his  profession.  After  settling  in  Scotland  Xeck,  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  the  late  Xoah  Biggs.  These  two 
Christian  gentlemen  conducted  a  large  and  successful  busi- 
ness. Dr.  Johnson  was  for  many  years  a  highly  valued 
member  of  Scotland  Neck  Church.  He  died  a  few  years 
ago  sincerely  lamented  by  a  large  circle  of  friends. 

Elder  Albert  G.  Willcox. 

This  excellent  brother  was  a  native  of  Halifax  County. 
He  was  a  son  of  Elder  Tliomas  Willcox.  His  mother  was 
Miss  Martha  T.  Alston,  who  first  married  Dr.  Shell,  and 
after  his  death  she  became  the  wife  of  Elder  Thomas  Will- 
cox. Brother  Albert  G.  Willcox  was  born  near  Brinkley- 
ville  on  the  19th  day  of  April,  1845. 
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From  his  childhood  he  was  religiously  inclined,  but  like 
many  others,  he  hesitated  to  suri-ender  himself  to  Christ. 
He  v.as  converted  in  1864,  while  residing  in  Raleigh,  and 
was  baptized  into  the  fellowship  of  tho  First  Baptist  Chnrch 
of  that  city  by  Dr.  Thomas  H.  Pritchard,  who  was  at  that 
time  pastor  of  the  chnrch. 

After  some  Yeni's  he  moved  his  membership  to  Bear 
Swanip,  and  became  an  active  Christian  worker.  His  first 
pnblic  service  was  at  Monnt  Zion  Chnrch  in  1870,  where  he 
led  in  prayer.  He  soon  began  to  hold  prayer  meetings,  and 
ill  Angnst,  187l\,  he  was  ordained  to  the  fnll  work  of  the 
gos])el  :iiiiiisti'y  ]y  Bear  Swamp  Chnrch,  Hari'is  Chapel 
("hiii'c}i  hjniiiu'  callrM]  i'ov  liis  ordiniil ion.  TIh-  ordaining 
Diesbvterv  coiisisicd  ol  KIders  X.  .V.  Pnrefoy,  Vernon 
I'Anson,  V.  K.  Donaldson,  M.  B.  Collier  and  D.  A.  Glenn. 

Mr.  WUlcox,  during  his  ministry,  served  as  [)astor  the 
following  chni'clies:  Harris  Chapel,  Tnrkey  Branch,  Reedy 
Creek,  Fishing  C^ieek,  Enterprise,  Qnankie,  Bethlehem,  An- 
•ioch,  Itoanoke  Ba])ids,  S])ring  Hope,  Stanhope,  Peach 
Tree,  Samaria,  ( 'onoconara,  Bed  Bnd,  Wakefield,  Robin- 
sonville,  Bear  Swamp,  Halifax,  Snlphnr  Springs,  Tillery 
and  at  several  mission  points.  At  several  of  these  places 
new  houses  of  vvorslii[^  were  bnilt,  while  he  was  pastor,  and 
at  some  other  points  the  l)nildings  were  repaired  and  greatly 
improved. 

The  new  hnildiiigs  were  at  Wakefield,  Red  Bud,  Fishing 
Creek,  Turkey  I>i"anch,  Bear  Swamp,  Qnankie,  Bethlehem 
and  Roanoke  Rapids.  He  began  the  building  at  Enterprise. 
He  greatly'  imjuoved  the  houses  at  Reedy  Creek  and  Hali- 
fax, and  made  ovei'  the  l)nilding  at  Antioch.  During  his 
ministry-  lie  held  many  evangelistic  meetings  and  baptized 
a  large  number  of  persons.  He  also  married  many  couples, 
and  was  in  great  demand  as  the  preacher  on  funeral  occa- 
sions. 

Mr.  Willcox  was  elected  Clerk  of  the  Tar  River  Associa- 
tion for  the  Jirst  time  in  1878  at  Conoconary.  In  1881  he 
was  again  elected  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  and  was  re-elected 
at  every  subsequent  session  of  the  body.    He  ably  served 
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the  Association  as  (-lerk  and  Treasurer  for  forty-one  years, 
and  for  forty  years  he  served  consecutively,  and  held  that 
office  at  tlie  time  of  his  death. 

There  are  many  tilings  I  would  like  to  say  about  this 
dear  brother.  Ife  did  a  noble  work,  and  thus  built  to  him- 
self a  monument  more  enduring  than  bronze  or  marble;  for 
the  v/ork  that  he  did  will  abide  forever. 

Soon  after  he  commenced  preaching  he  was  happily  mar- 
ried to  ^fiss  Josephine  Mason  of  Northampton  County,  who 
survives  him.  To  theiii  were  bom  seven  children,  five 
daughters  and  two  sons.  Four  of  the  daughters  and  the 
oldest  vson  are  happily  married.  The  youngest  son  an(i 
daughter  are  at  home  with  their  mother  in  this  time  of  grief. 
The  tender  relation  between  Brother  and  Sister  Willcox  and 
their  children  ^vas  unique  and  beautiful. 

Brother  AVillcox  was  in  feeble  health  for  many  years,  bur. 
he  continued  his  work  as  pastor  until  the  end.  On  the  last 
Sunday  in  ^iarch,  although  unable  to  stand  up,  he  filled  his 
appointment  at  Turkey  Branch  sitting  in  a  chair,  and  de- 
livered his  last  message  to  this  church  of  his  early  love.  On 
the  ItUh  of  April,  1021,  he  finished  his  earthly  course,  and 
Avas  buried  in  the  family  burying  ground  near  his  residence 
at  .four  o'clock  Sunday  afternoon,  April  the  17th.  A  large 
concourse  of  people  assembled  to  do  honor  to  the  memory  of 
tliis  man  of  God,  who  had  done  so  much  for  the  saving  of 
the  peo])]e  in  the  communities  where  he  labored.  The  funeral 
services  Avere  conducted  by  Revs.  J.  AV.  Kincheloe,  of  Kocky 
Mount,  FT.  11.  Miller,  of  Littleton,  and  the  pastor  of  the 
neighboring  i\rethodist  Church. 

Brother  A\  illcox  had  many  striking  characteristics,  chief 
among  them  Avere  his  love  for  the  brethren,  a  buniing  pas- 
sion for  souls,  untiring  energy,  profound  humility  and  un- 
faltering faith  in  God.  Tie  is  the  last  of  the  preacliers  who 
Avere  leaders  in  the  Tar  Biver  Association,  when  T  cauie  into 
it  in  18Sr>.  They  aro  gone,  those  noble  men  of  (iod :  Co])- 
])edge.  Sledge,  Cade,  Duke,  Hufham  and  now^  Willcox.  I 
recently  said  to  Brother  Ezra  Bowers:  ''Brother  Willcox 
Avill  !)e  greatly  missed.''     ''You  are    mistaken."  replied 
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Brother  Eov.er'^,  ''most  of  those  wlio  would  miss  him  passed 
over  l)efore  liim.'' 

I 

Et.dfr  Edwakd  Kosser  Xelson. 

The  former  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  Eev.  A.  G.  Willcox, 
who  had  faithfully  served  the  Association  through  forty- 
four  yeai's,  died  in  ihe  spring  of  1921.  Therefore,  at  the 
ninety-tirst  session  of  the  Association  which  met  in  Little- 
ton on  the  5th  of  October.  1021,  Kev.  E.  E.  Nelson  was 
elected  Cl^i'k  and  Treasurer.  His  many  friends  fondly 
hope  that  he  may  live  to  render  as  many  years  of  service  as 
his  predecessor. 

Rev.  E.  Jl.  Nelson  was  born  of  Virginia  parents  in  Co- 
lumbus, Ga.,  .January  flrd,  1870.  AVhen  he  was  three  years 
old  his  parents  returned  to  Virginia  and  settled  in  Louisa 
(^ounty.  where  he  was  reared. 

He  was  educated  at  Eichmond  College  and  Crozer  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  graduating  at  the  latter  institution  in 
June,  1902. 

He  has  been  ])astor  in  several  states.  Soon  after  leaving 
the  Seminary  he  held  two  pastorates  in  Virginia.  Darville 
and  Eocky  ATount,  and  one  in  Geneva.  Neb. 

Tn  ^Tarch,  19)1^  he  came  from  Eocky  Mount,  Virginia, 
to  the  Tar  FJiver  Association  and  settled  at  Kittrell,  and 
became  pastor  of  the  churches  at  Jvittrell,  Advance  and 
Middleburg  in  the  1'ar  Eiver  Asosciation  and  Island  Creek 
and  Po})lar  (^reek  in  the  Flat  Eiver  Association.  He  built 
the  church  houses  at  Kitti'ell  and  Advance. 

In  the  spring  of  1913  he  accepted  a  call  to  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Selma  ;  but,  being  urged  to  return  to  the  work 
around  Henderson,  he  reuiained  at  Selma  only  eleven 
months.  Since  returning  to  Ilenderscm  he  has  been  pastor 
of  Poplar  Creek  in.  the  Elat  Eiver  Association,  but  his  work 
has  been  mainly  in  the  Tar  Eiver  Association,  where  he 
has  faithfully  pressed  tlie  work  and  had  a  good  degree  of 
success.  At  present  he  is  pastor  of  Bear  Swamp,  Bethesda, 
Middleburg,  Norlina  and  Vaughan  churches. 


REV.  E.  R.  NELSON 
Associational  Director  of  75  Million  Campaign 
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He  was  director  of  the  8eventy-five  Million  Dollar  ('am- 
paigri  in  the  Tar  Iviver  Association,  and  under  his  wise  and 
energetic  leadership  the  Association  pledged  considerably 
more  than  had  been  apportioned  to  it. 

Mr.  Xelson  is  an  able  preacher,  a  faithful  pastor  and  a 
wise  leader.  He  sings  a  good  tenor,  and  endeavors  to  im- 
prove the  singing  in  his  congregations. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 


PREACHERS  AND  PASTORS. 

Et.dek  Jacob  O.  Alderman. 

Jacob  O.  Alderman  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  a  Christian 
liome  in  Sampson  C'onnty,  North  Carolina. 

His  father.  Eev.  A.  B.  Alderman,  for  forty  years  pastor 
and  leader  in  the  Cedar  Creek  and  Sonth  Eiver  Assoclii- 
tions,  often  took  with  him.  on  his  preaching  trips,  the  boy 
who  was  to  be  his  successor  in  the  ministry-.  The  father 
j)0ured  his  life  and  spirit  into  the  son,  whom  he  baptized  on 
May  1.3th,  1877,  at  the  a^ge  of  fifteen. 

This  son.  J.  O.  Alderman,  at  the  age  of  tw^enty  entered 
Wake  Forest  College.  After  two  years  at  Wake  Forest  he 
went  to  Richmond  College,  Richmond,  Virginia,  where  he 
took  his  B.  A.  Degree  in  1886. 

For  fonr  years  after  leaving  college  he  taught,  also  study- 
ing law  the  last  of  the  four  years.  At  Kinston  lie  taught 
German  and  Science;  in  Judson  College,  Hendersonville, 
IST.  C,  he  taught  Greek  and  Mathematics.  In  1889,  while 
teaching,  he  married  Miss  ^lary  M.  Jackson,  of  Sampson 
County,  Xorth  Carolina. 

In  the  summer  of  1890,  driven  by  growing  conviction 
of  duty,  he  gave  up  law  and  entered  the  ministry.  He  ^^'as 
ordained  October  ;30th,  1890,  at  Ivinston,  'Nortli  Carolina, 
and  went  at  once  to  his  first  past')yate  at  Bayboro,  Xorlh 
Carolina.  In  the  fall  of  1891  he  entered  the  Southern  Bap- 
tist Theological  Seminary  and  took  an  intensive  course.  In 
April,  1892,  he  became  pastor  of  the  church  iu  (Concord, 
!N"orth  Carolina,  where  he  labored  four  years.  The  mem- 
bership grew  under  his  ministry  from  fifty  to  one  bnndred 
and  fifty.  In  Ajjril,  189(5,  he  accepted  a  call  to  Washing- 
ton, North  Carolina.  Jlew  Duncan  McLeod  had  a  new 
church  house  well  under  way  in  Washington  at  the  time. 
This  house  was  completed  within  a  few  months,  and  was 
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dedicated  on  November  the  29th,  1896,  Dr.  T.  W.  Carter 
of  the  First  Chiircli,  Raleigh,  preaching  the  sermon.  At  tlie 
Association  in  October,  1896,  Pastor  Alderman  repf)rted: 
Baptized  2,  received  by  letter  5,  total  membership  ;M.  When 
Mr.  Alderman  went  to  Washington  he  found  in  the  town 
nineteen  members  of  the  chnrch.  In  his  pastorate  of  fifteen 
months  he  added  more  than  tliirty  members.  In  addition  to 
tlie  churches  already  mentioned,  he  served  in  succession  the 
First  Church,  High  Point;  City  Missionary,  Raleigh;  the 
Baptist  Church,  Fdenton;  the  Cashie  Church,  Windsor,  and 
the  Third  Church,  Durham.  Failing  health  forced  him  our 
of  the  work  for  a  year,  and  then  for  twelve  years  he  was 
pastor  of  large  country  churches  in  Chowan  and  Bertie 
Counties.  During  the  same  period  he  was  County  Super- 
intendent of  Schools  of  Chowan  County,  and  made  a  nanie 
as  an  aggressive  and  successful  school  man. 

In  the  spring  of  1918  he  became  pastor  of  the  First 
Church,  Pocomoke  City,  Maryland,  declining  flattering  of- 
fers in  the  school  world.  Here  he  led  his  people  in  the 
Seventy -five  ^Million  Dollar  Campaig-n  to  a  large  over-sub- 
scription of  the  amount  asked  of  them.  Also  he  led  them 
through  the  Inter-Church- World  campaign,  and  held  them 
true  to  Baptist  Polity  despite  strong  Union  sentiment,  and 
under  heavy  pressure.  Under  his  leadersliip  this  church  has 
gi-own  in  membership  and  liberality. 

Flder  E.  C.  Andrews. 

Mr.  Andrews  is  a  native  of  Chatham  County,  ISTorth 
Carolina.  He  was  born  near  Pittsboro,  July  25th,  1875. 
He  is  a  son  of  W.  C.  Andrews.  His  mother  before  marriage 
was  Miss  Sarah  C.  Fouchee. 

He  attended  Mars  Hill  College  and  later  spent  one  year 
at  Trinity  College  and  two  years  at  AVake  Forest  College. 
After  leaving  Wake  I  orest  he  spent  three  years  in  the  pas- 
torate, and  then  went  to  the  Seminarv  in  Louisville  for  one 
year. 

While  at  Wake  Forest  he  served  as  pastor  the  following' 
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churches,  Ephesiis  in  the  Mount  Zion  Association,  where  he 
baptized  about  forty:  Sulphur  Springs  in  the  Tar  River 
Association,  where  about  sixty-five  were  baptized ;  and  New 
Sandy  Creek  in  the  Tar  River  Association,  where  about 
fifty  were  added  to  the  church  by  baptism. 

Since  his  college  days,  he  has  been  in  derriand  for  pas- 
toral and  evangelistic  work.  He  was  pastor  at  Swansboro 
from  November,  1004,  for  three  years,  and  then  in  1908  he 
went  to  Plymouth,  where  he  labored  successfully  for  four 
years.  January  the  first,  1913,  he  became  pastor  at  Kan- 
napolis,  North  Carolina.  He  built  a  ten  thousand  dollar 
church  house  at  that  place,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  were 
added  to  the  church  by  baptism.  From  Kannapolis  he 
moved  to  Mt.  Holly,  North  Carolina,  where  he  served  as 
pastor  for  two  years,  baptized  60  and  began  the  erection 
of  a  pastor's  home.  Being  recalled  to  Plymouth,  he  returned 
to  that  place  for  a  second  pastorate,  and  led  them  in  finish- 
ing their  handsome  brick  church.  April  first,  1917,  he  en- 
tered his  present  (1921)  pastorate  with  the  Ivy  Memorial 
Baptist  Church,  Newport  News,  Virginia.  During  this 
pastorate  the  churcli  has  paid  an  old  embarrassing  debt,  built 
four  Sunday  School  rooms,  put  in  new  pews,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  have  been  added  to  the  church. 

On  October  the  26th,  1904,  Mr.  Andrews  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Wilson,  of  Oxford,  North  Carolina. 
She  is  proving  herself  a  real  helpmeet  to  a  hard-working 
pastor. 

\ 

Elder  William  A.  Ayers. 

) 

Mr.  Avers  is  a  native  of  Surry  County,  North  Carolina. 
He  was  born  in  1874  and  attended  the  free  schools  of  the 
neighborhood.  He  was  educated  at  the  Baptist  Academy  at 
Pinnicale,  North  Carolina,  and  at  Wake  Forest  College.  He 
also  studied  at  the  Soutliern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary. 

He  began  his  active  ministry  in  the  Tar  River  Associa- 
tion, where  he  served  for  several  years,  being  ])astor  at 
Bethel,  Hamilton  and  Elm  City.    From  this  field  he  went 
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to  Hertford,  and  later  became  pastor  of  Blackwell  Memorial 
Church  in  Elizabeth  City.  During  this  pastorate  the  church 
built  a  house  of  ^vorship  which,  with  some  changes,  it  still 
occupies. 

From  Elizabeth  Citv,  Brother  Avei's  went  to  New  Bern  to 
become  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  that  city.  Dur- 
ing this  pastorate  the  membership  of  the  church  was  doubled 
and  the  house  of  worship  was  enlarged  and  improved. 

From'  Xewbern  he  moved  to  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  having 
accepted  a  call  to  the  pastorate  of  College  Hill  Church. 
This  pastorate  continued  seven  years,  during  which  time 
nine  hundred  and  sixty-five  mem.bers  were  received  into  the 
church,  an  old  debt  of  ten  thousand  dollars  was  liquidated, 
and  a  commodious  Sunday  School  house  was  erected. 

Mr.  Ayers  next  moved  to  Newport  Xews,  Virginia,  and 
became  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  that  flourish- 
ing city.  He  continued  here  two  years  and  then  came  back 
home  and  entered  upon  the  pastorate  of  the  Temple  Church 
in  Durham,  where  he  served  with  great  acceptability.  Hav- 
ing been  recalled  to  the  old  First  Church  of  ^Xewbern,  he  re- 
tumed  to  tlie  scenes  of  his  early  labors,  where  he  is  now 
(1921)  engaged  in  the  work  of  the  kingdom.  Being  yet  a 
young  man,  large  possibilities  doubtless  lie  before  him. 

Elder  Jottn  Edwaud  Ayscue. 

Mr.  Ayscue  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  l^orth  Caro- 
lina, December  the  15th,  1873.  His  early  education  was 
received  in  the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  When 
nearly  grown  he  entered  Whitsett  Institute,  where  he  spent 
four  years,  after  which  he  went  to  Wake  Forest  College, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  the  spring  of  1903,  taking  both 
the  A.  B.  and  A.  M.  degrees.  From  Wake  Forest  he  en- 
tered the  University  of  Chicago,  and  in  two  years  gradu- 
ated from  this  institution  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Divinity. 

He  was  licensed  to  preach  in  the  summer  of  1899  by  l^ew 
Bethel  Church  of  the  Tar  Kiver  Association.  He  at  once 
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began  to  preach  and  did  supply  work  during  his  entire  col- 
lege course.  He  was  pastor  in  Illinois  all  the  time  he  was 
in  the  University  of  Chicago. 

Eeturning  to  Noi-th  Carolina  he  became  pastor  of  Me- 
morial Church  in  Greenville.  Here  he  remained  )three 
years  and  rendered  acceptable  service.  From  Greenville  he 
went  to  LaCrosse,  Wisconsin,  where  he  spent  two  successful 
years  as  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church.  The  climate  of 
the  i^Torth  proving  too  severe  he  accepted  a  call  to  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Mexico,  Missouri,  where  he  remained 
about  four  years. 

Just  about  the  beginning  of  the  World  War  he  returned 
to  Xorth  Carolina  for  a  rest;  and,  after  spending  one  year 
as  principal  of  Epsom  High  School  he  accepted  a  call  to 
return  to  Greenville  as  pastor  of  Immanuel  Church.  He 
led  this  congregation  in  erecting  what  perhaps  in  many  re- 
spects is  the  handsomest  and  most  complete  church  building 
in  the  Roanoke  Association.  At  present  (1921)  he  is  pas- 
tor of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Carthage. 

Mr.  Ayscue  has  not  only  been  a  successful  pastor,  but 
has  rendered  good  service  as  an  evangelist,  and  is  in  much 
demand  for  that  kind  of  work. 

Elder  C.  T.  Bailey. 

i 

Dr.  Bailey  was  a  native  of  Williamsburg,  Virginia,  where 
he  was  born  October  24th,  1835.  He  made  a  profession 
of  religion  in  early  life,  and  was  baptized  by  Scuvant  Jones. 
He  enjoyed  excellent  educational  advantages  at  William  and 
Mary  College  and  at  Richmond  College,  graduating  from  the 
latter  institution  in  the  later  fifties.  He  was  ordained  to 
the  full  work  of  the  gospel  ministry  at  Williamsburg  in 
1858.  The  ordaining  presbytery  was  composed  of  Revs.  W. 
A.  Crandall,  William  Martin  and  W.  M.  Young,  and  he  en- 
tered at  once  upon  the  work  of  the  ministry. 

In  1861  he  went  into  the  Confederate  Army  as  a  private, 
but  health  conditions  were  such  that  he  was  soon  discharged 
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froiu  the  service.  During  the  remainder  of  the  War  Between 
the  States  lie  preached  to  several  country  churches. 

His  T^orth  Carolina  life  commenced  in  October,  1865, 
when  he  became  principal  of  Reynoldson  Academy  in  Gates 
County,  where  he  remained  three  years.  In  1868  he  re- 
moved to  Edenton,  and  became  pastor  of  that  thriving 
church.  In  the  fall  of  1871,  he  became  pastor  of  the  War- 
renton  ChurcJi,  and  held  this  relation  for  five  years. 

In  1875  he  purchased  the  Biblical  Recorder  and  became 
proprietor  and  editor  of  that  periodical,  which  he  conducted 
with  distinguished  ability  for  nearly  twenty  years,  or  until 
on  account  of  a  paralytic  stroke  he  was  compelled  to  transfer 
the  editorial  management  of  the  paper  to  his  gifted  son,  J. 
William  Bailey. 

Dr.  Eailey  was  president  of  the  Xorth  Carolina  Baptist 
State  Convention  in  1885  and  1886.  He  was  a  gifted  writer, 
an  able  speaker  and  a  man  of  affairs,  which  made  him  one 
of  the  wise  leaders  of  his  denomination  in  the  State.  He 
died  July  the  5th,  1895. 

Elder  William  S.  Ballard. 

Brother  Ballard  was  bom  near  Mount  Gilead,  in  Mont- 
gomery County.  He  studied  at  Mount  Gilead  High  School, 
Wake  Forest  College  and  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  in  October,  1880,  by 
Mount  Gilead  Church;  and  ordained  in  May,  1884,  by 
Wake  Forest  Church.  He  served  as  pastor  at  Hamlet  1884 
and  1885,  at  Franklin  1887  through  1889,  at  Southport 
from  1889  through  1891,  at  Hobgood,  Dawson,  Crowells, 
Tillery  and  Spring  Hill  1892  through  1894.  He  returned 
to  Southport  as  pastor  in  1895  and  closed  his  work  there  in 
1896.  From  Southport  he  went  to  Masonboro  Sound,  and 
was  pastor  there  from  1897  through  1899.  He  later  served 
as  pastor  at  Western  Prong,  Blount  Zion,  Hallsboro,  Lebanon, 
Lisbon  and  at  other  points  in  Southeastern  ]N^orth  Carolina. 
He  married  Miss  Bettie  Jewell,  of  Wake  County.  He  was 
a  devout  man  of  God,  and  made  good  as  a  pastor  and  preach- 
er.   He  finished  his  work  with  joy  and  went  to  his  reward. 
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Elder  Joseph  G.  Barkeey. 

For  many  years,  this  man  of  God  was  a  faithful  minister 
of  the  AVord  in  the  Tar  River  Association.  He  was  a  na- 
tive, I  think,  of  Nash  County.  His  educational  opportuni- 
ties were  limited,  hut  he  was  a  faithful  student  of  the  Bible, 
and  was  an  acceptable  preacher.  A  number  of  churches  en- 
joyed his  pastoral  Labors ;  and,  during  many  years,  he 
worked  successfully  in  protracted  meetings. 

In  1863  he  spent  some  time  visiting  North  Carolina  sol- 
diers in  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia.  He  frequently 
preached  to  the  men  and  had  the  privilege  of  baptizing  a 
goodly  number  of  them  in  the  Rappahannock  River.  Among 
these  was  George  M.  Duke,  who  at  once  began  to  speak  in 
public,  and  was  for  more  than  fifty  years  a  bright  and  shin- 
ing light  in  the  kingdom. 

Brother  Barkley  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age,  and  was  for  sev- 
eral of  the  last  years  of  his  life  a  beneficiary  of  the  Board 
for  the  Relief  of  Aged  Ministers.  A  few  years  ago  he  laid 
aside  the  inipleinents  of  warfare,  and  entered  upon  his  re- 
ward. 

Eeder  Henry  Wilson  Battle. 

Dr.  Battle,  son  of  General  Cullen  A.  Battle,  of  the  Army 
of  Northern  Virginia,  and  Georgia  Williams  Battle,  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  AVilson  Williams,  of  Georgia,  and  first  cousin  of 
Dr.  William  Williams,  distinguished  member  of  the  first 
faculty  of  tlie  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  was 
born  at  Tuskegee,  Alabama.  Tn  casting  in  his  lot  with  North 
Carolina  Baptists  early  in  his  ministry,  Henry  W.  Battle 
was  but  presening  the  continuity  of  family  history,  which 
began  with  his  great-great-grandfather,  Elisha  Battle,  the 
illustrious  Baptist  patriot  of  the  American  Revolution,  from 
whom  the  large  and  influential  family  of  North  Carolina 
Battles  descended.  Dr.  Battle  was  educated  for  the  bar, 
and  successfully  practiced  his  profession  for  four  years  at 
his  home  town,  and  in  the  office  of  his  uncle  (by  marriage). 
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Govenior  Jolin  Gill  Shorter,  at  Eufaula^  Alabama.  Feel- 
ing Paul's  '"woe  is  me  if  I  preach  not  the  gospel/'  he  en- 
tered the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  and  for 
one  \?A\v  <v..\  jit  tlie  feet  of  Drs.  Boyce,  Broadns,  Whitsett  and 
Toy.  xVt  the  advice  of  Dr.  Boyce  and  in  response  to  the 
strong  personal  appeal  of  General  Stephen  D.  Lee  (an  hon- 
ored deacon  of  the  church),  who  evinced  an  almost  paternal 
interest  in  the  son  of  his  ohl  comrade  in  arms,  he  accepted  a 
call  from  the  First  Ba|)tist  (,'hnrch  of  Colnmbiis,  Mississippi, 
and  for  four  years  served  this  noble  cliurch.  Here  Dr.  Bat- 
tle had  the  rare-  honor  of  being  host  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convrmtion  at  the  beginning  of  his  ministry. 

Consti-ained  by  climatic  conditions  to  reluctantly  leave 
this  delightful  field,  where  his  work  had  been  signally 
blessed,  and  to  assume  a  less  onerous  charge,  he  became,  for 
a  short  period,  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Ben- 
nettsville,  South  Carolina.  From  this  point  he  heard  and 
heeded  the  call  of  the  State  of  his  ancestors,  and  entered 
upon  a  series  of  pastorates  in  ^^orth  Carolina,  comprising  in 
succession,  A\'adesboro,  ^New  Bern,  Wilson,  and,  more  re- 
cently, Greensboro  and  Kinston.  From  Wilson,  Dr.  Battle 
went  to  the  pastorate  of  the  historic  and  strong  First  Bap- 
tist Chu]-ch  of  I^etersburg,  Virginia,  where,  perhaps,  during 
his'  eleven  years  there,  his  ]nilpit  power  Avas  most  largely 
recosTiized.  It  vras  during  this  period  that,  after  being  heard 
at  "Martha's  Vineyard  by  chairman  of  committee  to  select 
the  Phillips  Brooks  i)reacher  to  deliver  a  series  of  mid-day 
sermons  to  the  business  men  of  Boston^  he  w^as  unanimously 
chosen  for  that  lionor :  while  delivering  that  series  (which 
he  was  invited  to  repeat  the  following  year)  he  also  con- 
ducted an  evangelistic  meeting^  at  night,  for  a  Baptist 
church  of  that  city. 

In  the  midst  of  a  meeting  in  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Richmond,  ^'irg•inia,  his  throat  became  seriously  affected, 
and  specialists  declared  that  he  would  have  to  leave  the  min- 
istry. After  months  of  absolute  rest,  his  throat  improved 
so  materially  that  it  was  thought  he  might  resum?  his  pul- 
pit work,  if  he  would  move  to  a  more  favorable  climate.  The 
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Divinity  that  shapes  our  ends  now  led  him  back  to  the  Old 
^N'orth  State.  During  the  four  years  at  Greensboro,  the 
membership  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  had 
assumed  the  pastoral  leadership,  almost  doubled  in  numerical 
strength,  and  out  of  its  membership  a  flourishing  chiirch  was 
organized  in  the  rapidly  gi'owing  West  End ;  and  a  splendid 
church  building,  essential  to  Baptist  progress  and  j)i'estige 
in  the  city,  was  erected.  From  the  First  Church,  Greensboro, 
Dr.  Battle  went  to  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Kinston. 
After  a  comparatively  brief  pastorate  in  Kinston,  it  became 
evident  that  the  health  of  his  family  required  a  change  of 
climate  to  a  higher  latitude,  and  he  accepted  a  call  the 
High  Street  Baptist  Church  of  Charlottesville,  Virginia. 
The  field  offered  not  only  the  important  inducement  of  a 
perfect  climate,  but  an  opportunity  to  educate  his  children 
at  the  grea.t  University,  located  at  ^'The  Athens  of  the 
South."  During  the  eleven  years  of  this  pastorate,  where 
he  is  now  (1921)  located,  the  cause  committed  to  him  has 
steadily  prospered.  The  fact  that  the  church  more  than 
doubled  its  apportionment  for  the  Seventy-five  Million  Dol- 
lar Campaign  -may  be  accepted  as  an  indication  of  this.  His 
influence  upon  University  and  community  life  far  transcends 
denominational  lines. 

Dr.  Battle  received  the  honorary  degree  of  D.  D.  from 
Wake  Forest  College.  As  a  preacher,  it  is,  perhaps,  suf- 
ficient to  say  he  has  delivered  the  introductory  sermon  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  and  the  Phillips  Brooks 
(undenominational)  series  of  mid-day  sermons  to  the  busi- 
ness men  of  Boston.  He  has  occupied,  on  special  occasions, 
leading  pulpits  in  Xew  York  City,  Buffalo,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  Washington,  liichmond  and  other  cities.  Tie  is 
in  constant  demand  as  a  speaker  on  college  and  university 
rostrums,  and  in  civic  forums  where  minds  clash  over  moral 
issues  his  voice  is  heard  sounding  no  uncertain  note.  In- 
tensely, though  not  narrowly.  Southern,  he  delivered  the  Be- 
union  Address  for  the  United  Confederates,  when  they  cele- 
brated their  last  reunion  at  the  capital  of  the  Confederacy; 
a  memorial  address  in  honor  of  Jefferson  Davis  at  the  T^ni- 
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versity  of  Georo'ia ;  and  an  address  in  honor  of  Southern 
Youths,  wlio  lost  their  lives  in  the  World  War,  under  the 
auspices  of  tlie  Southern  Memorial  Association  at  Atlanta, 
Georgia.  He  was  selected  to  present  medals  of  honor  to 
^'Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,"  who  acquitted  them- 
selves with  high  credit  in  the  World  War,  and,  in  associa- 
tion with  General  Pershing,  recently  discharged  that  pleas- 
ing duty  at  Ttichmond. 

As  active  and  diverse  as  are  his  engagements  along  social 
and  literary  and  patriotic  lines,  he  subordinates  all  things 
to  his  supreme  mission,  preaching  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

Dr.  Battle  married  Miss  Margaret  Stewart,  dausrhter  of 
Rev.  -J.  L.  Stewart,  of  Clinton,  ^^orth  Carolina,  and  from 
this  happy  nnion  there  have  been  born  four  sons  and  two 
daughters,  all  of  whom  are  illustrating  the  highest  tradi- 
tions of  family  and  section. 

Elder  Mark  Bennett. 

( 

Mark  Bennett  was  the  grandson  of  Richard  Bennett,  who 
came  to  N^orth  Carolina  from  Maryland  about  1760.  He 
purchased  a  large  body  of  land  in  Halifax  County,  and 
married  Syh'ia  Smart,  by  whom  he  had  six  sons  and  four 
daughters.  His  first  son  was  Isham,  the  father  of  Isham', 
Jr.,  of  Warren  County.  His  third  son  was  Philemon,  the 
father  of  Mark  Bennett,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The 
Bennetts  are  of  Scotch  ancestry. 

Elder  Mark  Bennett  was  born  December  the  22nd,  1798, 
and  died  in  Xash  County,  Xorth  Carolina,  at  Transient  Rest, 
the  name  he  gave  to  his  country  home,  August  the  5th, 
1875. 

He  was  a  man  of  profound  and  accurate  learning,  was 
familiar  with  the  Latin  and  Greek  classics,  and  daily  read 
his  Xew  Testament  in  the  original,  noting  changes  made 
by  translators  of  the  English  version,  and  critically  studying 
the  text.    For  many  years  he  w^as  a  popular  school  teacher. 

At  first  he  was  a  preacher  in  the  Kehukee  Association, 
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but  a  careful  examination  ol  the  differences  between  the 
Kehnkee  and  the  Tar  J\iv.'r  Associations  resisted  in  his 
becoming  a  mend>er  of  the  latter  body,  where  for  many  years 
he  faithfully  preached  the  word  as  a  pastor  and  missionary, 
always  refusing  to  receive  from  the  Association  compensa- 
tion for  his  missionary  ^\^3tk.  This  he  did,  not  because  it 
"would  have  been  unscriplural  to  have  receiverl  compensa- 
tion, but  to  prevent  those  v/ho  were  opposed  to  missions  troni 
charging  that  he  had  been  actuated  by  mercenary  motives  in 
clianging  his  views;  and  so  make  the  gospel  of  Christ  of 
no  effect. 

He  was  an  able  minister  of  the  word,  and  made  an  im- 
pression in  the  connnunities  where  he  labored  that  tiuie  has 
not  effaced.  He  wrote  much  for  the  religious  press,  and  did 
not  permit  age  and  affliction  to  prevent  him  from  doing 
this  important  work.  He  was  the  author  of  valuable  doc- 
trinal and  historical  pamphlets^  which  ought  to  be  collected 
and  published  in  a  volume.  He  was  a  gifted  writer  of  let- 
ters, and  it  is  to  be  doubted  whether  any  of  his  contem- 
poraries equalled  him  in  the  delightful  and  useful  depart- 
ment of  letter  writing.  So  far  as  the  writer  has  read,  Drs. 
Kingsbury  and  Hufham  are  the  only  men  in  the  history 
of  our  State  wdiose  letters  equal  those  of  Mark  Bennett 

He  was  twdce  married.  His  first  wife  w^as  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Kettlewells  Bridgers,  a  wddow,*  whose  maiden  name  was 
Bouth.  After  her  death  he  married  Miss  Ann  Lewis  Pope, 
of  Halifax.  Of  his  first  marriage  there  were  two  children, 
]\rark,  Jr.,  a  most  promising  young  man.  who  died  during 
iiis  junior  year  at  the  University  of  Xortli  Carolina.  He 
sleeps  beneath  a  handsome  monument  erected  by  his  class 
to  his  ULcmory.  There  was  one  daughter,  Susan,  who  mar- 
ried Henry  B.  S.  Pitts,  of  Xasli  County.  She  died  long 
ago. 

Soon  after  the  War  Between  the  States^  Mark  Bennett 
was  attacked  with  gangrene  in  one  of  his  feet,  which  neces- 
sitated am])utation.  Although  suffering  greatly  he  con- 
tinued to  preach,  sitting  in  a  chair.  Through  all  of  his 
suft'erins^s  he  w^as  resigned  and  patient.    The  following,  writ^ 
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ten  by  Dr.  T.  R.  Ovveii,  of  Tai'lx)ro,  and  ])nl)lislie(l  in  the 
Biblical  Kecorder,  is  a  fitting  conclusion  to  this  imperfect 
sketch. 

^'1^0  one  had  stronger  passions  to  control,  and  more  stub- 
born prejudices  to  subdue;  vet,  in  no  one  was  there  ever 
achieved  a  more  complete  victory  over  self  and  over  sin. 
In  malice  a  child,  in  understanding  a  man,  his  life  was  a 
continual  rebuke  to  all  that  was  false  and  wrong,  but  a  bright 
and  lovely  example  in  everything  which  he  believed  to  be 
true  and  right.  Tn  the  pulpit  and  from  house  to  house,  at 
all  times  and  in  every  place,  by  pureness,  by  knowledge,  by 
long-suffering,  by  kindness,  and  by  love  unfeigned,  he  was 
approved  to  his  Divine  Master,  and  commended  to  every 
man's  conscience  in  the  sight  of  God.  Tn  subjection  to  bodily 
sufferings  of  unusual  kind,  and  extreme  severity,  the  out- 
ward man  perished ;  yet  the  inward  man  was  renewed  day 
by  day,  until  death  was  swallowed  np  in  victory." 

Elder  Philemon  Bennett. 

i 

Elder  Philemon  Bennett  was  the  third  son  of  Pichard 
and  Sylvia  Bennett  of  Halifax  County,  Xorth  Carolina. 
His  mother's  maiden  name  was  Smart.  He  was  born  in 
1769,  married  Susannah  Xeal,  of  Warren  County,  Xorth 
Carolina,  July  the  29th,  1790,  who  died  March  31st,  1829, 
aged  sixty-fonr  years.  He  died  ^^'ovember  14  1851,  aged 
eighty-two  years.    To  them  were  born  nine  children. 

Elder  Bennett  lived  in  Halifax  Connty,  ]N"orth  Carolina. 
He  Avas  an  eminent  Baptist  preacher,  and  served  churches 
in  the  Kehukee  and  the  Tar  River  Associations. 

He  was  doubtless  present  at  the  meeting  which  was  held 
at  Sandy  Creek  Church,  in  1880^  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering the  advisability  of  organizing  a  new  association, 
to  be  composed  of  churches  from  the  Kehukee  and  neigh- 
boring associations.  He  must  have  approved  of  the  move- 
ment; for  he  represented  Fishing  Creek  Church,  of  which 
he  was  pastor,  at  the  meeting  at  Sandy  Creek  in  1831,  when 
the  Tar  Pi^'er  Association  was  organized.    He  preached 
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tlie  introductory  sermon  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  or- 
ganization. He  was  again  appointed  to  preach  the  intro- 
ductory sermon  at  the  session  which  met  at  Maple  Springs 
in  1832.    He  was  present  and  performed  that  duty. 

At  this  session  a  committee  was  appointed  to  visit  Fish- 
ing Creek  Church,  and  enquire  into  the  standing  of  the 
church,  and  Elder  Philemon  Bennett,  the  pastor,  and  report 
at  the  next  Association.  The  committee  discharged  this 
duty  and  reported  at  the  session  of  1833,  but  the  report  was 
not  recorded.  It  is  probable  that  the  trouble  was  local. 
Fishing  Creek  Church  seems  to  have  become  extinct,  as 
its  name  does  not  appear  in  the  Minutes  after  1836.  Phile- 
mon Bennett,  however,  continued  to  co-operate  with  the 
churches  of  the  Tar  River  Association;  but,  on  account  of 
the  rapidly  increasing  infirmities  of  age,  he  was  not  able  to 
attend  the  sessions  of  that  body. 

Elder  Bennett  was  a  good  man,  an  able  expounder  of  the 
word  of  God,  and  strove  to  exercise  the  office  of  a  minister 
of  Christ,  as  he  saw  his  duty. 

Elder  Citaeles  Madison  Billings. 

Mr.  Billings  is  a  native  of  Virginia.  He  was  born  in 
Pittsylvania  County,  He  was  licensed  to  preach  by  Sharon 
Church,  Virginia,  August  18th,  1888,  and  ordained  at 
Leaksville,  N'orth  Carolina,  January  the  6th,  1891.  He 
graduated  from  Wake  Forest  College  in  1894  with  the  de- 
gree of  A.  B. 

Brother  Billings  supplied  the  First  Church  of  Danville, 
Va.,  in  the  summer  of  1890.  He  was  pastor  of  Memorial 
Church,  Greenville,  ISTorth  Carolina,  in  1895,  and  from 
1896-J898  he  was  pastor  at  Packsville  and  Timmonsville, 
South  Carolina. 

Having  been  unable  to  secure  data,  I  cannot  give  an 
account  of  his  work  since  leaving  Timmonsville.  He  is  now 
(1921)  at  Windsor,  Virginia. 


TAB    RIVE  It    HISTORY^  203 


Elt>er  Wiltjam  p.  Blake. 

Tliis  minister  was  boni  in  Martinsburg,  Pennsylvania. 
He  received  theological  training  at  the  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1880. 
He  was  licensed  to  preach  by  Singer's  Glenn  Church,  Vir- 
ginia, in  1878,  and  ordained  at  Weldon,  C,  'December 
the  12th,  1880. 

He  was  pastor  at  Weldon  and  Rocky  Mount,  'N.  C,  from 
1880-1883-  From  1883-1885  he  was  General  Missionary  to 
the  Creek  and  Seminole  Indians.  He  was  pastor  in  Hen- 
ington,  Kansas,  1885-1887.  He  was  the  founder  and  co- 
editor  of  the  '^Indian  Missionary."  In  1887  he  became  Su- 
perintendent of  Amahaka  Academy,  Indiana. 

I  have  been  unable  to  trace  Mr.  Blake's  record  beyond 
this  point,  and  his  name  does  not  now  appear  in  the  list 
of  ministers  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con- 
vention. 

i 

Eeedekick  a.  Bobbitt. 

Brothor  Boblutt  is  a  native  of  Warren  County,  the  sec- 
ond son  of  Samuel  L.  and  Damaris  Bobbitt  of  Brown's 
Church. 

He  was  converted  in  childhood  and  joined  the  church  at 
Brown's,  by  which  lie  was  later  ordained  to  the  full  work 
of  the  gospel  ministry ;  W.  B.  Morton  and  T.  J.  Taylor 
constituted  the  presbytery. 

He  was  educated  at  Buie's  Creek  Academy,  Wake  Forest 
College,  and  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary. 
On  various  occasions  while  at  Wake  Forest,  he  did  suc- 
cessful evangelistic  work  in  the  Tar  River  Association,  and 
was  a  member  of  that  body  until  he  left  school  and  entered 
the  pastorate  in  another  Association. 

His  first  pastorate  was  at  Pineville  and  Oak  Grove  in 
the  ^lecklenburg-Cabarrus  Association,  where  he  made  many 
friends  and  did  an  excellent  work.  For  several  years  he 
has  been  pastor  at  Drake's  Branch  and   Charlotte  Court 
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House  in  tlie  Appomattox  Association,  Virginia,  where  he 
is  doing  a  substantial  work  and  is  liighly  esteemed. 

He  married  Miss  Jessie  Lassiter  of  Wake  Forest.  She 
is  a  woman  of  many  accomplishments  and  is  a  helpmeet  in- 
deed to  her  husband. 

j^ORMAN"  Walter  Bobbttt. 

He  is  a  son  of  J.  E.  and  Mary  Ann  Fleming  Bobbitt,  of 
AVarren  Countv.  He  was  born  May  26,  1854,  and  born 
again  when  about  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

December  the  11,  1878,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Bet- 
tie  Y.  ^N^icholson,  a  daughter  of  Adkin  and  Jane  Xicholson, 
of  Warren  County.  Soon  after  his  marriage  he  moved  to 
Franklinton,  where  he  lived  twelve  jears. 

Almost  immediately  after  locating  in  Fraidvlintcii  lie 
united  wdth  the  Baptist  Church  in  that  place.  He  was  a 
faithful  worker  in  the  Sunday  School  and  in  prayer  jneet- 
ing,  and  had  some  gracious  experiences  in  prayer  meeting 
work.  During  this  period  he  was  impressed  with  a  divine 
call  to  preacli  the  gospel ;  hut,  as  his  educational  advantages 
were  limited,  he  hesitated  for  a  long  time  to  enter  u])on  the 
work. 

In  1893  Brother  Bobbitt  returned  to  Warren  County  and 
joined  Enterprise  Church.  Sometime  later  he  was  licensed 
to  preach,  and  in  1905,  having  become  a  member  of  Vaughan 
Church  and  his  services  as  pastor  being  desired,  a  pres- 
bytery was  called,  consisting  of  J.  T.  Edmundson,  B.  A. 
Bo\A'ers,  S.  L.  Morgan  and  T.  J.  Taylor,  and  he  was  set 
apart  to  the  full  work  of  tlie  gospel  ministry.  He  has  served 
as  pastor  of  Bethlehem,  Quankie,  Harris'  Chapel,  Iteedy 
Creek,  Enterprise,  Fishing  Creek,  Bear  Swamp,  Boblutt's 
Chapel  and  Inez  churches.  He  is  still  pastor  at  Bobbitr's 
Chapel  and  Inez.  He  has  also  done  considerable  evangelistic 
work. 

Brotlier  Bobbitt  is  an  earnest  preacher  of  the  word  and  is 
noted  for  faithfulness,  spirituality  and  piety. 
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Jasper  Xeavtox  Booth. 

^Tr.  Bcx>tb  was  born  at  Xew  Hill,  X.  C.  He  was  licensed 
to  preach  in  I880,  and  received  the  degree  of  B.  L.  in  1888 
from  Wake  Foi'est  College.  He  was  ordained  by  Shady 
Grove  (  Inirch  in  188f5.  His  pastorates  np  to  the  present 
centnrv  were  Second  Chnrch^  Dnrham,  1889  to  1891;  Edge- 
field, S.  C,  1891  to  1893;  Union,  S.  C,  1893  to  1895; 
Lnmberton,  X.  C.  1895  to  1897;  and  then  in  the  Tar  River 
Association,  Washington,  1897  to  1899 :  Greenville  Memorial 
Cbiircli  from  1899  to  1902. 

JosFi'jr  Paul  Bowers.- 

This  brotlier  was  the  oldest  son  of  Hon.  William  Ezra 
Bowers  and  Sallie  Hnnter  Bowers  of  Halifax  Conntv.  He 
Avas  born  in  the  Biinkleyville  neighborhood  the  26th  of 
April,  1873.  and  died  in  Box  Hospital,  Raleigh,  on  the  25th 
of  April,  1913- 

He  was  educated  in  local  schools.  Wake  Forest  College 
and  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminarv.  He  taught 
school  in  Xash  County,  where  he  made  a  fine  impression 
on  the  community,  .and  is  highly  esteemed  by  the  people  of 
that  section. 

After  graduating  at  Wake  Forest,  he  married  Miss  Alice 
Perry,  who,  together  vriih  three  daughters,  survives  him. 

He  made  a  profession  of  religion  and  joined  Bear  Swamp 
Church  in  early  childhood.  Almost  immediately  his  mind 
was  turned  toward  the  ministry  and  thenceforth  he  knew 
that  preaching  the  gospel  would  be  his  life  work.  He  was 
ordained  by  Bear  Swamp.  The  presbytery  consisted  of 
A.  G.  W^ilcox,  G.  L.  Finch  and  T.  J.  Taylor.' 

After  preaching  for  a  short  while  in  the  Tar  River  Asso- 
ciation he  became  pastor  of  Black  Creek  Church,  Doves- 
ville.  S.  C..  in  the  Welsh  Xeck  Association,  giving  all  of  his 
time  to  the  one  church.  Tt  was  a  delightful  pastorate,  and 
his  work  there  was  exceedingly  successful.  The  people  were 
greatly  attaclied  to  hiui,  and  when  it  became  apparent  that 
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he  could  not  live  in  that  section  on  account  of  malaria,  they 
urged  him  to  take  a  long  vacation,  proposing  to  pay  his  ex- 
penses and  provide  a  supply  for  one  or  two  years,  if  neces- 
sary. Feeling  that  it  would  he  impossible  for  him  to  live 
there,  he  declined  their  liberal  offer,  and  became  pastor  of 
the  church  in  Littleton,  E^.  .C.  He  remained  here  for  two 
or  three  years,  laid  the  foundation  of  their  present  beauti- 
ful house  of  worship,  and  then  accepted  a  field  in  the  western 
part  of  Virginia,  where  he  labored  for  several  years,  and 
greatly  endeared  himself  to  the  people.  His  health  failing, 
he  resigned  and  returned  to  the  home  of  his  childhood.  Al- 
though feeble,  he  could  not  be  idle  and  accepted  work  in 
Northampton  County,  which  he  could  reach  from  his  home 
in  Halifax. 

In  the  early  spring  of  1913  appendicitis  developed.  He 
was  taken  to  Eex  Hospital,  where  he  died  on  the  25th  of 
April,  one  day  before  the  fortieth  anniversary  of  his  birth. 

Brother  Bowers  was  one  of  the  world's  noblemen,  and  a 
devout  Christian,  who,  although  dead,  yet  speaketh. 

G.  IS^.  Bray. 

This  excellent  brother  died  in  the  prime  of  a  vigorous 
young  manhood.  He  was  a  native  I^orth  Carolinian.  I 
think  from  tbe  eastern  section  of  the  State.  He  graduated 
from  Wake  Forest  College  and  began  his  ministerial  work 
in  the  Tar  Eiver  Association  as  pastor  of  ISTew  Bethel 
Church.  He  may  have  been  pastor  of  other  churches  and 
probably  served  Carey,  near  Henderson,  and  one  or  two 
churches  in  the  Flat  Eiver  Association. 

For  two  or  three  yeai's  he  was  Superintendent  of  Educa- 
tion of  Vance  County.  During  this  time  he  conducted  a 
school  of  high  grade  in  a  building  erected  by  Brown's 
Church  for  Sunday  School  purposes,  known  as  ^Tunstall's 
School  House." 

He  died  after  a  brief  illness,  leaving  his  young  wife  and 
one  child.    He  was  buried,  I  think,  in  Lenoir  County,  per- 
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liaps  in  Kinstoii.  His  earthly  life  was  brief,  but  the  good 
he  did  can  only  be  measured  in  eternity. 

CnAiiLES  Vance  Brooks. 

This  j^odly  man  was  born  in  Jonesboro,  Moore  County, 
T^Torth  Carolina,  April  10,  1869.  He  was  the  third  of 
twelve  children.  He  was  reared  in  a  pure  and  happy  liome, 
and  inherited  from  liis  pious  parents  a  love  of  purity  and 
uprightness. 

Education:  Studied  in  Jonesboro  and  Carthage  High 
Schools,  Wake  Forest  College,  and  the  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary. 

Family:  Married  ^liss  Blanche  Liles,  of  Jonesboro.  To 
them  have  been  born  three  boys  and  four  girls.  His  wife 
attended  lectures  Avith  him  in  the  Seminary,  and  she  is  a 
tower  of  strength  to  him  in  his  ministerial  work. 

Religion:  Tie  was  converted  at  the  age  of  eleven  and 
baptized  into  the  fellowship  of  the  Jonesboro  Baptist  Church 
of  the  Sandv  Creek  Association,  of  ^vhich  he  was  afterwards 
Clerk. 

Life  Work:  He  was  licensed  to  preach  and  called  to  the 
pastorate  of  his  home  church,  wdiere  he  began  his  ministry 
in  August,  1890.  He  preached  his  first  sermon  in  Juniper 
Springs  Church,  near  his  father's  home,  from  Lid^e  9:23. 
For  several  years  he  taught  school  and  served  country 
churches. 

In  1906  he  became  pastor  of  Tarboro  Church  in  the  Tar 
River  Association,  where  he  remained  tw^o  years.  In  1918 
he  accepted  a  call  to  Red  Springs,  and  moved  to  that  town. 
He  began  his  ministry  there  with  2  Cor.  5  :14  as  his  first 
text  and  1  Cor.  2  :2  as  his  policy.  There  was  some  serious 
difficulties  in  the  church  which  have  been  overcome,  the 
discipline  is  positive  and  the  fellowship  delightful.  (Con- 
sideration for  the  pastor  is  one  of  the  marked  characteristics 
of  this  church. 

Brother  Brooks  is  diligently  engaged  in  the  Master's 
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business,  and  at  the  same  time  looking  and  praying  for  tlie 
coming  of  the  King. 

W.  T.  Brooks,  D.  D. 

Dr.  Brooks  was  born  on  the  Oth  day  of  December,  1809, 
in  Chatliam  County,  North  Carolina.  He  made  a  profes- 
sion of  religion  in  183^^'  and  was  soon  thereafter  baptized. 
He  entered  the  ministry  and  was  ordained  at  Rives  Chapel 
Chnrch  in  1836.  Dr.  Wait  and  Rev.  Thomas  Crocker  con- 
stitnted  the  presbytery.  He  graduated  from  Wake  Forest 
College  in  1839  and  was  for  many  years  a  professor  in  that 
institution. 

He  was  foj-  a  long  time  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  Wake  Forest  College  and  tliat  institution  conferred 
on  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  in  1874. 

He  took  an  active  interest  in  his  associational  work,  regu- 
larly attended  the  sessions  of  the  State  Convention  and 
Avas  President  of  that  body  for  several  sessions.  He  ren- 
dered faithful  and  efficient  service  in  the  ministry.  He 
was  pastor  of  Mount  Vernon  Church  for  thirty-two  yeara, 
and  of  the  Hen<lerson  Church  in  the  Tar  River  Association 
for  twenty  years.  He  also  served  other  churches  in  the  Cen- 
tral and  Tar  Ri\er  Associations. 

He  was  a  friend  indeed  to  young  men  -striving  to  secure 
an  education. 

t. 

Fredekick  F.  Brown. 

Dr.  Brown  was  born  in  .Jackson  County,  N'orth  Carolina, 
Xoveniber  27th,  1883.  He  was  reared  to  young  manhood 
in  one  of  the  most  obscure  mountain  sections  of  Western 
Xorth  Carolina. 

His  })arents  were  plain,  humble.  God-fearing  people.  His 
paternal  and  maternal  grandfathers  and  great-grandfathers 
were  Baptist  preachers ;  therefore,  he  was  of  the  royal  line 
of  Baptist  preachers,  and  he  simply  followed  in  the  foot- 
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steps  of  liis  ancestors,  when  he  responded  to  the  Divine 
rail. 

Tie  entered  college  intending  to  s'tudy  law,  but  after  grad- 
uating froni  Mars  Hill  and  Wake  Forest  Colleges,  he  de- 
cided to  enter  the  niinistrv.  Realizing  the  necessity  for 
the  best  possible  training  for  his  life  v/ork  he  returned  to 
Wake  Forest  College  and  took  the  M.  A.  degree,  and  then 
entered  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  from 
which  he  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Th.  D. 

While  at  Wake  Forest  he  did  some  ministerial  work  in 
the  Tar  River  Association,  and  whenever  he  preached  large 
crow^ds  heard  him  gladly.  Before  going  to  the  Seminary  he 
served  the  church  at  Roanoke  Rapids  acceptably  and  suc- 
cessfully. While  a  student  at  the  Seminary,  he  was  pastor 
of  two  or  three  village  churches.  After  graduating',  he  be- 
came pastor  at  Harrodsburg,  Kentucky.  Later  he  was  for 
sometiuie  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Frankfort, 
Kentucky.  Accepting  the  call  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Sherman,  Texas,  he  inoved  to  that  city,  where  he  is  still 
located,  doing  a  great  work  for  the  Master. 

D.  T.  BuT^x.  ^  '  ■■  \ 

D.  T.  Bunn  is  a  native  of  ]^ash  County  and  his  present 
address  is  Spring  Hope.  He  entered  the  ministry  after  he 
became  settled  in  life,  and  therefore  did  not  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  special  preparation.  Brethren  G.  M.  Duke  and 
G.  May  were  doubtless  helpful  friends  to  him  in  his 
early  efforts. 

Brother  Bunn's  labors  have  for  the  most  part  been  con- 
fined to  churches  in  Vance,  Franklin  and  [N'ash  Counties. 
At  present  he  is  pastor  of  Randall  Chapel  and  Xew^  Sandy 
Creek  churches. 

Brother  Bunn  is  a  devout  man  of  God.  His  chief  aim  is 
to  win  souls  and  build  up  his  people  in  the  faith  of  the 
gospel,  aiid  in  this  work  he  is  being  blessed. 
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'  John  H.  Bunn. 

He  is  a  son  of  Elder  D.  T.  Bunn,  of  Spring  Hope.  He 
is  an  exceedingly  promising  young  preacher.  While  a  stu- 
dent at  Wake  Forest  he  supplied  churches  in  the  Tar  Eiver 
Association  and  in  other  sections,  and  his  services  have  been 
very  acceptable.  Having  graduated  from*  Wake  Forest,  he 
is  now  a  student  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Sem- 
inary in  Louisville,  further  preparing  himself  for  the  great 
Avork  to  which  he  has  been  called. 

Baylus  Cade. 

Baylus  Cade,  the  son  of  John  and  Margaret  Wright  Cade, 
was  born  in  Barbour  County,  Virginia,  September  3rd,  1844, 
and  died  at  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  May  24th,  1918, 
and  was  buried  at  Louisburg,  N".  C,  May  27th,  1918. 

When  he  was  seven  years  old  his  mother  died,  and  when 
he  was  seventeen  years  old  he  lost  his  father  by  death. 
These  early  bereavements  doubtless  had  much  to  do  in  pro- 
ducing in  him  gTcat  sympathy  for  orphans  and  other  un- 
fortunates. 

Soon  after  his  father's  death,  and,  when  he  was  about 
seventeen  years  old,  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  Army, 
and  gallantly  served  through  the  four  years  of  the  war. 
Isot  having  been  included  in  the  surrender  and  being  an  ar- 
dent Southerner,  he  started  to  join  Kirby  Smith  and  aid  in 
carrying  on  the  war  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department; 
but  before  proceeding  very  far  he  heard  of  General  Smith's 
surrender.  He,  therefore,  secured  employment,  and  spent 
the  remainder  of  1865  on  a  farm  in  Virginia. 

Being  a  Christian  and  desiring  to  make  his  life  count  in 
the  world,  he  entered  Richmond  College  in  1860,  and  re- 
mained there  three  years.  While  in  college  he  and  another 
student  organized  a  Sunday  School  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor 
children,  which  later  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  one  of 
the  large  churches  of  Richmond.  During  this  period  he  also 
preached  to  country  churches  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 


TAR   RIVER    HISTORY  211 


city.  He  left  college  in  1SG9  ami  tlie  same  year  became 
pastor  of  Teays  Valley,  St.  Albans  and  Mud  Kiver  churches 
in  West  Virginia.  This  was  his  first  pastorate  after  leav- 
ing college. 

On  the  19th  of  January,  1870,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Xannie  J.  Love,  daughter  of  William  A.  Love,  of 
Putnam  County,  West  Virginia. 

During  the  year  of  1781  he  was  pastor  of  the  church  at 
Gallipolis,  Ohio.  He  returned  to  West  Virginia  in  1872, 
and  spent  two  years  in  traveling  in  the  interest  of  St.  Al- 
bans Colleg'e,  and  had  a  good  degree  of  success.  After  this 
he  taught  one  year  in  the  college.  During  these  three  years 
he  also  served  churches  as  pastor.  He  continued  to  render 
pastoral  services  to  various  churches  until  1879,  when  he 
became  pastor  of  the  Alderson  Church,  where  he  remained 
tmtil  ISSl,  when  he  returned  to  the  Valley  and  engaged 
in  farmino-  and  merchandising.  In  1883  he  was  called 
again  to  Alderson  and  took  charge  of  the  church,  remaining 
until  1885.  During  a  part  of  this  time  he  conducted  a 
high  school  in  connection  with  the  pastorate.  When  he  left 
Alderson  he  became  president  of  St.  Albans  College.  The 
latter  part  of  1885  he  accepted  a  call  from'  the  r.oiiisburg 
and  Franklinton,  Xorth  Carolina,  churches  and  entered 
upon  his  work  there.  After  one  year  he  resigned  at  Frank- 
linton to  give  the  whole  of  his  time  to  Louisburg.  This 
pastorate  contimied  six  years.  At  the  end  of  which  time 
he  became  pastor  of  Venable  Street  Church,  Richmond,  Vir- 
ginia, where  he  remained  one  year.  After  which  he  did 
evangelistic  work  in  Ohio.  Then  he  returned  to  Frank- 
linton, Xorth  Carolina,  as  pastor,  where  he  was  also  in- 
terested in  the  printing  business.  Later  lie  graduated  in 
law  and  was  licensed  to  practice. 

In  1896  and  1897  he  was  Chaplain  of  the  United  States 
Penitentiary  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas.  In  1898  he 
was  appointed  private  secretary  to  Governor  Eussell.  In 
1901  he  moved  to  ^lorehead  City  and  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  law,  and  in  1902  he  moved  to  Waynesville  and  prac- 
ticed law  until  he  moved  to  Murphy  in  190:)  to  l)ecome  pas- 
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tor  of  the  church  in  that  town.  After  three  years  he  was 
called  to  Lincohiton,  where  he  remained  doing  an  excellent 
work  until  1008,  when  the  needy  condition  of  Boiling 
Springs  High  School  so  strongly  appealed  to  him  that  he  be- 
came Financial  Agent  of  that  institution.  Later  he  became 
pastor  of  Boiling  Springs  (.^liurch,  where  he  remained  nearly 
five  years.  In  1915  he  returned  to  the  eastern  part  of  the 
State  and  became  pastor  at  Dunn  for  one-half  of  his  time. 
In  1910  he  supplied  Wake  Forest  Church  for  six  months. 
The  same  year  he  submitted  to  a  serious  operation  at  Bex 
Hospital,  in  Baleigh.  After  his  recovery  he  accepted  a  call 
to  Lenoir  and  served  that  church  until  November,  1917. 
He  then  resigned  the  pastorate  and  went  to  Philadelphia  to 
give  his  personal  attention  to  the  completion  of  the  type- 
setting machine  which  he  had  invented  and  Avhich  was  being 
built  in  that  city. 

His  health  failing,  he  went  to  one  of  the  city  hosjntals  for 
treatment,  but  his  earthly  labors  were  finished,  and  the  Mas- 
ter having  use  for  him  in  another  sphere  called  him,  and  he 
gladly  obeyed. 

Mr.  Cade  was  a  strong  man,  both  in  hody  and  mind.  He 
had  an  inventive  mind,  and  invented  several  useful  ap- 
])liances,  most  of  them  were  so  much  ahead  of  their  time 
that  they  have  not  yet  come  into  use.  Perhaps,  his  greatest 
invention  was  a  line  casting,  or  line-o-type  machine,  which, 
when  completed,  will  doubtless  be  of  great  service  to  print- 
ers and  publishers.  It  seems  a  pity  that  he  did  not  live  to 
enjoy  the  fruit  of  his  labor. 

Mr.  Cade  was  a  man  of  many  gifts  and  striking  charac- 
teristics. He  was  perhaps  at  his  best  when  ])reaching  the 
gospel  or  advocating  some  position  to  which  he  was  thor- 
oughly committed.  As  a  writer,  both  of  prose  and  poetry, 
he  holds  an  enviable  position.  His  most  striking  charac- 
teristics were  his  love  for  God  and  every  human  being. 

W.  P.  Campbell. 

This  earnest  minister  of  Christ  was  boi'u  »hine  4th,  1861, 
in  Marion  (\)unty,  Soutli  Carolina.     ITe  came  of  Scotch 
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Presbyterian  stock,  the  influence  of  wliich  is  a  marked  char- 
acteristic in  liis  religion  and  ministerial  life. 

He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  the  neighlxtr- 
hood,  where  he  was  brought  up,  and  in  Thompson  ^Eilltary 
Institute  of  Siler  City,  Xorth  Carolina.  In  January,  1904, 
after  entering  the  ministry,  he  attended  Wake  Forest  Col- 
lege and  took  a  course  in  pastoral  Theolog;v'  under  Dr.  Cul- 
lom. 

In  early  life  he  gave  his  heart  to  God.  Almost  imme- 
diately he  was  strongly  impressed  to  preach  the  gospel,  but 
he  did  not  take  up  the  w^ork  until  middle  life.  The  im- 
pression, however,  continued  and  finally  he  gave  up  a  very 
lucrative  position  and  entered  the  ministry,  knowing  full 
well  that  as  a  preacher  of  the  gospel  he  could  expect  little 
more  than  a  bare  living. 

He  was  ordained  to  the  full  work  by  the  Spencer  Bap- 
tist Church  in  March,  1904.  The  ordaining  council  was 
composed  of  Eevs.  J.  X.  Stallings,  D.  D.,  C.  G.  Wells,  :\[. 
E.  Parish,  J.  M.  Haymore  and  Deacon  T.  H.  Kritzer.  Mr. 
Campbell  is  considered  an  able  minister,  and  is  an  earnest 
worker. 

His  first  pastorate  was  at  Seven  Springs  and  other  neigh- 
lx>ring  churches.  He  then  seized  Allen  Street  Church  in 
Charlotte.  From  Charlotte  he  went  to  Florida  for  the  win- 
ter on  account  of  his  health.  Peturning  to  the  State  he  be- 
came pastor  of  Wise  and  Gardner  churches  in  the  Tar  River 
Association.  On  account  of  the  health  of  his  w^ife  he  re^ 
turned  to  Florida  and  became  pastor  at  Green  Cove  Springs 
and  Hastings.  His  wife's  health  improving,  he  returned  to 
Xorth  Carolina  and  became  pastor  of  a  gToup  of  churches 
in  Catawba  County.  From  there  he  went  to  Fuquay  Springs 
and  later  accepted  a  call  to  Arlington  Street  Church,  Rocky 
Mount ;  but  on  account  of  protracted  illness  was  unable  to 
do  the  work  of  a  pastor.  Therefore,  he  resigned  the  charge 
and  went  to  the  mountains  to  recuperate.  In  the  fall  of 
the  same  year  he  was  supply  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  in  Rocky  Blount.  From  Rocky  Mount  he  went  to 
Chadbourne,  Xorth  Carolina,  where  for  more  than  four 
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years  he  Ilrs  been  pastor  and  is  also  preaching  at  other  near- 
by points. 

God  has  wonderfully  blessed  Brother  Campbell's  work 
in  the  ministry  and  although  he  has  passed  middle  life,  his 
people  fondly  hope  that  he  may  be  spared  many  years  to 
break  the  bread  of  life  to  them. 

Thomas  Carrick. 

This  brother  was  born  in  Davidson  County,  "iVorth  Caro- 
lina, April  11th,  1850.  He  attended  school  in  the  old-fasli- 
ioned  log-schoolhouse  of  the  neighborhood.  He  afterwards 
attended  a  high  school  in  High  Point,  of  which  Dr.  J.  B. 
Richardson  was  principal.  Here  he  was  prepared  for  col- 
lege. 

He  entered  Wake  Forest  College  in  September,  1871,  and 
graduated  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  June,  1875.  In  September, 
1875,  he  entered  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Sem- 
inary, then  located  in  Greenville,  South  Carolina. 

He  was  ordained  by  Lick  Creek  Church  in  1877,  and  be- 
came pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Greenville,  ISTorth 
Carolina,  where  he  remained  ten  years.  During  this  period 
he  preached  once  a  month  at  Washington  and  also  at  Pac- 
tolus,  and  built  a  house  of  worship  at  the  latter  place.  Un- 
der his  leadership  the  Greenville  Church  erected  the  pres- 
ent house  of  worship,  known  as  the  Memorial  Church. 

In  1887  he  became  pastor  of  the  church  in  Lexington, 
N^orth  Carolina,  where  he  remained  ten  years.  While  here 
he  gave  some  time  to  various  country  churches. 

In  1897  he  located  in  High  Point,  where  he  still  resides. 
During  the  past  twenty-four  years  he  lias  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  preaching  the  gospel.  He  has  served  various  town 
and  country  churches  and  has  had  great  success  in  winning 
souls  and  building  up  the  churches. 

John  L.  Carroll. 

Dr.  John  Lemuel  Carroll  was  born  in  Duplin  County, 
December  21st,  18l>0.    At  the  early  age  of  nine  he  made 
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a  profession  of  religion,  and  united  with  the  church  at 
Eeaver  Dam.  By  this  church  he  was  licensed  to  preach  in 
January,  1858. 

He  studied  at  Wake  Forest  College  and  the  University  of 
^^orth  Carolina,  and  graduated  with  distinction  froni'  the 
University  in  1863.  He  was  ordained  at  Wake  Forest,  in 
the  College  Chapel,  May  12th,  1862.  While  in  college  he 
was  pastor  of  nearby  churches.  After  his  graduation  he 
continued  to  serve  churches  in  his  native  State.  Among 
these  churches  was  Maple  Spring  in  the  Tar  Eiver  Associa- 
tion to  which  he  gave  his  whole  time. 

Mr.  Carroll  was  also  a  professor  in  Oxford  Female  Col- 
lege. He  afterwards  became  pastor  of  the  Oxford  Church. 
In  1869  he  canvassed  the  state  for  St.  John's  College,  Ox- 
ford.   In  this  work  he  was  very  successful. 

He  afterwards  resided  at  Wake  Forest,  was  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  was  Secretary  of  the  Board. 
During  this  time  he  was  pastor  of  several  country  churches. 

In  March,  1871  he  became  pastor  of  the  church  in  War- 
renton,  Virginia,  where  he  remained  for  more  than  ten 
years.  Returning  to  E'orth  Carolina  in  the  early  eighties 
he  became  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Asheville, 
where  he  continued  for  several  years,  and  did  an  excellent 
Avork.  Later  he  led  in  the  organization  of  the  French  Broad 
Church,  Asheville. 

His  last  work  was  witli  the  cliurcli  at  Chapel  Hill,  where 
his  labors  were  crowned  with  good  results,  and  where  he 
finished  his  course  with  joy  on  the  26th  of  June,  1895. 

E.  D.  Carroll. 

Brother  Carroll  is  a  native  of  Pitt  County.  He  was  edu- 
cated at  Wake  Forest  College  and  the  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary. 

His  only  work  in  the  Tar  River  Association  was  at  Wil- 
liamston,  where  he  had  a  good  degi'ee  of  success.  Since 
leaving  the  Tar  River  Association  he  has  held  several  im- 
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portaiit  pastorates  and  now  (1921)  is  pastor  of  Allen  Street 
Chiircli,  Charlotte. 

Joseph  E.  Cartek. 

Mr.  Carter  was  the  only  son  of  Percy  and  Priseilla  Car- 
ter. He  was  born  at  Murfreesboro,  'North  Carolina,  on  Feb- 
ruary the  6th,  1836. 

Intending  to  devote  his  life  to  the  practice  of  law,  he 
read  law  in  the  office  of  Judge  W.  IsT .  H.  Smith,  who  was 
afterwards  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  ^^orth 
Carolina.  Later  he  studied  in  the  popular  law  school  of 
Judge  Pearson^  who  was  also  for  a  long  time  Chief  Justice 
of  our  Supreme  Court.  He  was  well  prepared  for  the  prac- 
tice of  law,  but  the  Lord  had  another  work  for  him. 

When  quite  young  he  made  a  profession  of  religion  and 
united  Avith  the  church,  but  afterwards  withdrew  from  the 
church.  On  the  11th  of  January,  1859.  he  renewed  his 
Christian  profession  and  was  restored  to  the  church.  On 
the  oOth  of  the  same  month  he  was  licensed  to  preach, 
closed  his  law  office,  and  began  preparing  for  his  gi*eat  life 
work.  Lie  entered  the  Theological  Department  of  Union 
L^niversity  of  Murfreesboro,  Tennessee.  The  distinguished 
Dr.  J.  M.  Pendleton  was  in  charge  of  that  department.  Mr. 
Carter  preached  his  first  sermon  in  the  Baptist  Church  of 
that  iovni  to  a  colored  congregation  on  Sunday,  May  the 
15th,  from  John  o  :16.  He  vigorously  prosecuted  his 
studies,  taking  the  whole  course,  until  the  exercises  were 
suspended  on  account  of  the  war  on  April  the  16th,  1861. 
The  faculty  conferred  on  him  and  his  class  the  degree  of 
A.  B.  He  preached  as  opportunity  offered  during  his  stay 
at  the  University. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Priscilla  Burton  on 
the  14th  of  May,  1861,  and  at  once  returned  to  his  homo 
in  ^lurfreesboro,  Xorth  Carolina.  Here  he  was  ordained 
to  the  full  work  of  the  gospel  ministry  on  June  the  SOtli 
of  the  same  year.  The  ordaining  presbytery  consisted  of 
Reverends  A.  McDowell,  A.  M.  Poindexter,   and   R.  R. 
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Overby.  He  administered  the  ordinance  of  baptism'  for  the 
first  time  in  the  Meherrin  River  at  Mnrfreesboro,  September 
15th,  1861.  Tliis  service  was  especially  interesting,  be- 
cause three  of  his  sisters  were  among  the  candidates. 

On  the  21st  of  September  he  went  to  West  Tennessee, 
where  he  taught  school  and  preached  to  conntry  churches 
and  to  the  soldiers  of  the  various  military  camps.  In  Au- 
gust, 1802,  he  went  to  Mnrfreesboro,  Tennessee,  and  served 
the  church  there  as  temporary  pastor.  In  the  beginning  of 
1863  he  accepted  a  call  to  churches  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Rome,  Georgia,  and  also  ])reached  to  soldiers  in  the  camps. 
Early  in  1864  he  was  called  to  Forsythe,  Georgia,  and  con- 
tinued in  this  work  until  the  church  was  forced  to  disband 
on  account  of  the  ])ressure  of  Shernvan's  Army.  He  then 
returned  to  AIurfreesl>oro,  Xorth  Carolina. 

Residing  at  his  old  home,  he  preached  to  the  neighboring 
churches  and  to  the  soldiers  in  various  camps  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  During  this  time  he  conducted  many  protracted 
meetings,  the  most  successful  of  these  were  in  Edenton, 
Elizabeth  City  and  ^lurfreesboro.  In  July,  1865,  he  left 
Xorth  Carolina  and  settled  in  Danville,  Kentucky,  where 
for  three  years  he  ably  served  as  pastor  the  various  churches, 
and  also  later  as  evangelist  of  the  General  Association  of 
Kentucky.  In  March,  1868,  he  accepted  a  call  to  the  pas- 
torate of  the  church  in  Huntsville,  Alabama,  where  he  was 
eminently  successful,  and  where  he  continued  until  the  close 
of  1870.  In  1871  he  lalwred  in  the  great  work  of  building 
a  home  for  the  orphans  of  Confederate  soldiers  of  Missis- 
sippi. Following  this  work  he  became  pastor  of  Mays  Lick 
Church  in  Kentucky,  where  he  remained  until  the  fall  of 
1873.  From  this  time  until  January,  1880,  he  worked  in 
the  following  relation  as  pastor  of  Lebanon  and  Lancaster, 
Kentucky,  until  August,  1874;  then  for  the  endowment  of 
the  Theological  Seminary  during  the  great  centennial  move- 
ment until  1878.  During  this  period  of  agency  work  he 
also  served  various  churches.  From  March.  1878,  through 
the  year  of  1879  he  was  pastor  of  Nicholasville  and  Mt. 
Pleasant  churches,  Kentucky. 
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In  January,  1880,  his  work  in  the  Tar  River  Association 
commenced  as  pastor  at  Wilson  and  Tarboro.  He  resided 
at  Wilson,  but  also  preached  at  Tarboro,  Kocky  Mount  and 
Toisnot.  During  this  period  he  did  much  missionary  work. 
He  continued  in  this  field  until  January,  1882,  when  he  be- 
came pastor  at  Hendersonville,  ^^orth  Carolina,  where  he 
continued  until  1885,  when  he  became  editor  and  proprietor 
of  the  Western  ^^'orth  Carolina  Baptist. 

This  was  his  last  work.  He  ably  conducted  and  edited 
this  paper,  until  his  death,  whicli  occurred  at  noon  on  Sun- 
day, February  24th,  1889. 

Mr.  Carter  was  a  man  of  rare  intellectual  gifts,  a  devout 
Christian,  an  able  and  successful  minister,  a  loyal  Baptist, 
who  maintained  the  doctrine  of  God's  word  faithfully  and 
fearlessly. 

l^^EEDHAM  BrYAN"  CoBB. 

Dr.  Cobb  was  born  in  Jones  County,  I^orth  Carolina, 
February  1st,  1836.  He  graduated  B.  A.  at  the  University 
of  North  Carolina  at  the  age  of  eighteen  in  1851-,  and  re- 
ceived the  Master's  degree  in  1856.  Judson  College  con- 
ferred on  him  the  honorary  degree  of  D.  D.  in  1889. 

After  graduating  Dr.  Cobb  taught  school  until  1857.  He 
then  read  law  with  Chief  Justice  Pearson  and  located  in 
Greenville,  I^orth  Carolina,  practiced  his  profession  in  Pitt, 
Wayne  and  Green  Counties. 

In  October,  1869,  he  left  the  Episcopal  Church,  in  which- 
he  had  been  a  vestryman,  and  was  baptized  in  Greenville 
by  Rev.  Henry  Petty.  In  1860  he  was  ordained  in  Wilson, 
the  ordaining  presbytery  was  composed  of  Revs.  Levi 
Thome,  J.  Solomon,  Henry  Petty,  G.  W.  Keene,  W.  C. 
Lacy  and  J.  G.  Baix'lay.  Mr.  Cobb  at  once  entered  actively 
into  the  work  of  the  ministry. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  War  Between  the  States  he 
became  Chaplain  of  the  14th  Xorth  Carolina  Regiment, 
and  afterwards  rendered  distinguished  service  from  1862 
to  the  close  of  the  war  as  Superintendent  of  Army  Colport- 
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age.  After  tlie  close  of  the  war  he  and  Dr.  Hiifham  edited 
tlie  Daily  Kecord  of  Raleigh  for  six  months,  and  then  he 
became  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Sunday  School 
Board. 

Dr.  Cobb  served  the  State  and  his  denomination  as  teach- 
er, editor,  newspaper  correspondent  and  historian.  In  all 
of  these  departments  he  rendered  eminent  service,  but  he 
did  his  best  work  as  a  preacher  and  pastor.  He  also  did  good 
work  on  mission  fields  and  in  destitute  sections. 

During  his  long  and  successful  career  as  a  minister  of 
the  gospel  he  served  various  cliurches  as  pastor,  notably 
Goldsboro,  Elizabeth  Cit}^,  Second  Church,  Portsmouth,  Vir- 
ginia; returning  to  Xorth  Carolina  he  served  as  pastor  iu 
Shelby,  Lincolnton,  Lilesville,  Rockingham,  Fayetteville, 
Chapel  Hill,  Waynesville,  Morganton,  Hickory,  Hillsboro, 
and  later  Gardners  and  Sharon,  in  the  Tar  River  Associa- 
tion. During  this  protracted  period  of  pastoral  work  he 
frequently  engaged  in  teaching  and  was  president  of  AYayne 
Institute  and  formal  College ;  professor  of  Latin  and  Greek 
in  Goldsboro  Female  College,  and  was  also  principal  of 
Lilesville  High  School.  He  was  for  three  years,  1879.  1880 
and  1881,  president  of  ^^orth  Carolina  Baptist  State  Con- 
vention, and  at  nine  sessions  he  served  the  Convention  as 
one  of  its  recording  secretaries.  For  four  years  he  was 
pastor  and  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  ^N'orth 
Carolina  State  Convention. 

Dr.  Cobb  was  from  1865  through  189o  editor  of  the 
T^orth  Carolina  Almanac.  He  was  author  of  ^"Reply  to 
Gray's  Elegy,"  "Cold  Water,"  and  various  other  poems 
which  were  published  in  a  volume  entitled,  ''Poetical  Geogra- 
phy of  Xorth  Carolina  and  Other  Poems."  A  distinguished 
literary  gentleman  pronounced  his  ''Reply  to  Gray's  Elegy" 
as  fully  equal  to  the  ''Elegy,"  and  had  his  children  to  mem- 
orize it,  when  they  memorized  the  "Elegy." 

Dr.  Cobb  w^as  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  ^liss 
Martha  Louisa  Cobb,  of  Pitt  County,  whom  he  married 
December  the  27th,  1859.  To  them  were  born  twelve  chil- 
dren.   One  of  his  sons.  Professor  Collier  Cobb,  is  a  dis- 
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tinguislicd  member  of  the  faculty  of  the  University  of  l^ortli 
Carolina.  His  second  ^vife  was  Miss  Ann  DeLisle  Feu- 
nell,  of  Sampson  County,  to  whom  he  was  married  Septem_- 
ber  the  3rd,  1891.    To  them  were  born  three  children. 

Dr.  Cobb  lived  long  and  well.  He  died  on  the  31st  of 
Afay,  1905.  Dr.  Hufham  said  of  him,  ^'^o  minister  in 
IS'orth  Carolina  has  served  better  the  Baptist  churclies  and 
the  people  of  this  State  in  his  day  and  generation  than  Need- 
ham  Cobb,  and  no  man  was  ever  less  of  a  self-seeker.  Com- 
ing to  our  denomination  from  a  home  of  cnlture,  and  with 
the  best  intellectual  equipment  that  onr  State  or  the  South 
afforded  in  that  day,  he  was  peculiarly  fitted  for  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Baptist  churches  in  our  towns,  just  when  the 
wealth  and  intelligence  of  the  country  was  moving  into  the 
county  seat,  and  the  Lord  sent  us  ^^eedham  Cobb  for  this 
purpose." 

He  loved  the  people  of  his  native  State,  and  was  loved 
by  a  large  circle  of  his  friends. 

Trela  D.  Collins. 

Trela  D.  Collins  was  born  near  Olive  Chapel  Church,  in 
Wake  County,  J^orth  Carolina.  His  family  moved  to  Ran- 
dolph County,  while  he  was  still  a  lad. 

He  gi-aduated  B.  A.  from  Wake  Forest  College  in  1910; 
from'  Crozer  Seminary  in  1913,  and  received  the  M.  A.  de- 
gree from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1914. 

He  has  served  three  churches  as  pastor,  Broad  Street 
Baptist  Church,  Philadelphia,  three  years;  Linden  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Camden,       J.,  three  years;  Louisburg,  X. 

two  years.  He  is  now  (1921)  Secretary  of  the  Alumni 
Association  of  Wake  Forest  College. 

Patrick  Connelly. 

]\Ir.  (\mnellv  was  probably  a  native  of  Franklin  County 
and  was  prominent  in  the  early  history  of  the  Association, 
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but^  like  many  others,  was  content  to  work  and  leave  no 
record  on  earth  of  his  life  and  labors.    His  record  is  on  high. 

GeOEGE   WASIlINGXaN  COPPEDGE. 

In  1844  Hqw  George  W.  Coppedge  was  born  in  Xash 
County,  Xorth  (\irolina.  And  on  Friday  night,  October  the 
9thj  1914.  he  finished  his  course  with  joy  and  passed  to  his 
reward.  In  1865  he  was  born  of  the  Spirit,  and  united  with 
Peach  Tree  Baptist  Church. 

Feeling  called  of  God  to  preach  the  gospel  he  was  licensed 
in  1876  and  ordained  to  the  full  work  of  the  ministry  in 
1880. 

His  early  educational  advantages  were  very  meager 
When  he  entered  the  ininistry  he  could  not  read.  He  at  once 
set  about  learning  to  read  in  order  that  he  might  read  the 
word  of  God/ for  he  realized  that  he  was  greatly  handicapped 
by  his  ignorance.  His  struggles  to  overcome  this  ignorance 
and  his  triumph  ovei'  it  makes  a  pathetic  and  inspiring 
story. 

Feeling  the  need  of  an  education  himself  he  determined 
that  his  children  should  enjoy  the  advantages  which  had 
been  denied  him.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  Wakefield,  where 
there  was  a  good  school,  in  which  he  placed  his  children. 
Eealizing  that,  as  God  had  called  him  to  preach,  it  was  his 
part  to  ])repare  as  far  as  possible  for  this  great  work  he 
entered  school  with  his  children,  and  with  them  learned  the 
alphabet  and  took  the  first  steps  in  learning.  But  they  were 
young  and  soon  left  their  father  behind.  His  slowTiess  to 
learn  to  read  and  the  fact  that  he  had  to  plod  through  work 
over  which  his  children  passed  with  ease,  caused  him  great 
grief.  He  rejoiced  that  his  children  could  leara  so  easily, 
but  grieved  over  his  own  slowness. 

An  old  Bible,  which  is  now  highly  prized  by  the  family, 
was  used  by  him  during  this  j^eriod  of  discouraging  stinig- 
gles,  is  marked  through  and  through  with  stains  of  his  tears. 
His  mind  was  lx)und  by  fetters  of  ignorance,  but  he  would 
not  give  up,  and  it  may  be  truly  said  of  him  that  he  ^^rc- 
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sistecl  unto  blood  striving  against"  ignorance.  Finally, 
through  gi-eat  and  persistent  efforts  the  light  began  to  break 
in,  and  he  learned  to  read.  Subsequently,  his  efforts  in  this 
direction  were  comparatively  easy.  Having  fully  surren- 
dered himself  to  the  service  of  God  he  triumphed  over  his 
obstacles  and  won  a  victory  rich  in  glorious  results.  The 
work  and  successes  of  his  after  life  compare  favorably  with 
those  of  men  whose  education  was  far  superior  to  his. 

Perhaps  chief  among  the  striking  characteristics  of 
Brother  Coppedge  was  absolute  consecration  to  the  will  of 
God.  His  one  prayer  was  ^^What  will  thou  have  me  to" 
do?"  Having  received  an  answer  to  this  prayer  he  at  once 
set  out  to  work,  crying  with  Paul,  ^This  one  thing  I  do." 
All  through  his  ministrv  his  chief  aim'  was  to  do  the  will  of 
God. 

He  literally  lived  and  walked  by  faith.  In  the  darkest 
day  and  in  the  face  of  the  most  discouraging  conditions,  he 
bravely  ^\•ent  forward,  fully  assured  that  God  was  with 
him,  that  the  light  would  come,  that  the  difficulties  would 
be  overcome,  and  that  victory  w^ould  be  achieved.  It  was 
liis  abiding  faith  that  enabled  him  to  win  many  glorious 
victories  where  otherwise  there  would  have  been  disastrous 
failure.  Such  a  faith  as  his  in  the  God  whom  he  served 
could  not  fail. 

Being  a  man  of  strong  convictions,  it  mattered  not  how 
great  the  opposition,  when  once  convinced  of  the  right,  lie 
calmly  and  with  determination  maintained  his  position.  He 
threw  his  whole  being  into  whatever  he  undertook  and  suc- 
ceeded because  he  did  not  expect  to  fail. 

He  was  a  pioneer  and  rarely  built  on  other  men's  founda- 
tions. He  chose  to  work  among  the  destitute  in  unpromis- 
ing fields,  and  usually  succeeded  in  building  up  active,  self- 
supporting  churches.  He  greatly  rejoiced  when  he  could  re- 
sign these  churches  to  pastors  who  had  enjoyed  greater  ad- 
vantages than  he  and  himself  enter  other  fields  which  were 
in  sore  need  of  pioneer  work.  His  early  struggle  eminently 
fitted  him  for  this  kind  of  service. 

Another  distinguishing  characteristic  was  his  passion  for 
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souls.  He  found  his  greatest  joj  in  winning  the  lo^^t  to 
Jesus.  He  rarely  lost  an  opportunity  to  win  a  soul.  Being 
a  man  of  the  people,  with  whom  he  lived  in  the  most  inti- 
mate relations,  his  opportunities  to  win  friends  to  the  Master 
were  frequent;  and,  having  the  heart  of  a  tender  shepherd, 
it  was  his  privilege  to  comfort  and  strengthen  the  weak  and 
sorrowing. 

He  was  a  man  of  one  book,  the  Bible,  and  the  Bible  alone 
was  the  man  of  his  counsel.  He  loved  it,  he  comprehended 
it  and  preached  its  great  fundamental  truths  and  the  people 
delighted  to  hear  him. 

During  his  ministry,  Mr.  Coppedge  served  a  large  num- 
ber of  churches  in  the  Central,  the  Flat  Biver,  the  Kaleigh 
and  the  Tar  Biver  Associations.  He  was  a  faithful  and 
efficient  minister  and  pastor. 

He  had  often  expressed  his  desire  to  die  in  the  harness, 
which  was  literally  fulfilled.  The  Tar  Biver  Association, 
of  w^hich  he  was  a  member,  had  just  closed  its  eighty-fourth 
session  when  he  w^as  stricken  with  paralysis  and  died  two 
days  later.  He  had  taken  an  active  part  in  the  business  of 
the  Association,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  bringing  into  the 
body  two  new  churches,  which  he  had  constituted  during  the 
past  year. 

He  was  neither  learned  nor  eloquent,  but  the  text  froUi 
which  Bev.  George  M.  Duke  preached  the  funeral  seinion 
adequately  and  appropriately  describes  him,  ^Tor  he  was 
a  good  man,  and  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  of  faith ;  and 
much  people  was  added  imto  the  Lord.''    Acts  11  r?  I. 

J.    S.  CORPENING. 

Mr.  Corpening  was  born  near  Morgantown,  in  Burke 
County,  E^orth  Carolina,  and  reared  among  the  foothills  of 
the  ''Land  of  the  Sky."  His  parents  were  J.  H.  and  Martha 
E.  Corpening.  In  early  life  he  attended  the  public  scl.'ools 
of  the  neighborhood  and  later  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  study- 
ing in  the  late  B.  L.  Batten's  School.  He  graduated  from 
Wake  Forest  College  with  the  degi-ee  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 
He  also  pursued  a  course  of  study  at  the  Southerii  Bai)tist 
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Theological  Seminary,  gradiuitino,'  witli  the  de2iee  of  B. 
Th. 

His  first  pastorate  was  at  Burlington,  Xorth  Carolina. 
His  only  work  in  the  Tar  River  Association  was  with  the 
church  at  Washington;  from  AVashington  he  went  to  Sonlli 
(Carolina,  where  most  of  his  ministerial  life  has  been  spent. 
Tn  South  Carolina  he  has  held  several  important  pastorates, 
and  is  now  (1921)  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Lancaster.  He  has  made  a  specialty  of  Sunday  School  and 
evangelistic  work.  Although  inviting  positions  have  been 
offered  him  he  has  refused  to  turn  aside  from  the  pastorate, 
for  he  feels  that  this  is  his  God  appointed  work. 

Braxtox  Craig. 

This  faithful  minister  of  Christ  was  born  in  Bertie  Coun- 
ty, Xorth  Carolina,  October  8,  1863.  In  his  early  child- 
hood his  father  died  and  he  was  deprived  of  the  care  and 
guidance  of  a  father;  but  his  mother  was  a  noble,  capable 
woman,  and  he  and  the  other  children  were  well  reared, 
he  becoming  a  minister  of  the  word,  and  his  brother,  Locke 
(^raig,  serving  the  great  State  of  Xorth  Carolina  for  four 
years  as  Governor. 

Mr.  Craio-  entered  the  University  of  Xorth  Carolina  in 
1880,  where  he  spent  about  three  and  a  half  years.  He 
was  ordained  to  the  full  work  of  the  gospel  ministry  Xo- 
vember  16,  189.5,  and  at  once  entered  u])on  his  life  work. 

His  fii'st  pastorate  was  at  Ahoskie,  where  he  remained 
six  years,  serving  at  the  same  time  a  strong  church  in  the 
country.  Besigiiing  this  field,  he  accepted  a  call  to  West 
Xorfolk,  where  he  labored  successfully  for  three  years.  But 
all  this  time  his  heart  Avas  in  Xorth  Carolina,  and  when  a 
call  came  to  him  from  the  church  in  Tarboro,  he  promptly 
accepted  it  and  faithfully  served  this  difficult  field  for 
three  years.  Leaving  Tarboro  he  settled  with  the  church  in 
Bocky  ]\rount,  where  for  six  years  he  labored  faithfully  and 
wisely,  laying  the  foundation  on  which  that  strong  church 
has  been  luiilt.    After  this  he  spent  two  years  working  with 
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the  State  Mission  Board  as  evangelist  and  enlistment  man 
in  Eastern  !N^orth  Carolina.  Resigning  his  work  with  the 
Board,  he  labored  one  year  at  Mount  Olive,  and  then  mov- 
ing to  !^^onroe,  labored  four  years  in  that  important  center. 
The  Judson  (^entennial  Movement  being  on^  he  resigned  the 
Monroe  pastorate  and  spent  nearly  three  years  with  the 
Foreign  ^Fission  Board  of  ^^'orth  Carolina.  Having  finished 
his  work  for  the  Judson  Centennial,  he  moved  to  Timmons- 
ville,  South  Carolina,  and  from  Timmonsville  he  came  to 
Farmville,  Xorth  Carolina,  where  he  still  (1921)  resides 
and  labors. 

Mr.  Craig  is  by  nature,  training  and  experience  well 
equipped  for  the  work  of  the  ministry ;  and,  as  he  is  yet  in 
the  midst  of  vigorous  manhood,  we  may  expe<:*t  him  to  ren- 
der much  more  sendee  in  the  kingdom  for  the  King. 

Archibald  Cree. 

This  able  minister  of  the  word  was  born  at  Saltcoats, 
Ayreshire,  Scotland.  He  studied  at  Glasgow  University, 
also  at  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Evano-clical  Uni- 
versity, Glasgow,  Scotland. 

He  Avas  licensed  and  ordained  January,  1SC7,  by  Ismer- 
loithers  Congregational  Church.  He  was  afterw^ards  pastor 
at  this  place  for  ten  years.  He  was  pastor  at  ^Yare,  Hert- 
fordshire, Scotland,  from  1876  to  1882.  After  this  he  came 
to  the  United  States  and  settled  near  Henderson,  ^^^orth 
Carolina.  In  a  few  years  he  changed  his  views  in  regard 
to  the  act  and  subjects  of  baptism,  and  united  with  the 
First  Baptist  Church  in  Henderson,  where  he  was  ordained 
to  the  full  work  of  the  gospel  ministry  in  ^^'ovember,  1891. 
The  ordaining  presbytery  consisted  of  Revs.  Robert  Van 
Deventer,  William  R.  Gwaltney  and  T.  J.  Taylor. 

Mr.  Cree  served  with  great  acceptability  churches  at 
Roxobel,  Rich  Square,  Jackson,  Seaboard  and  Piney  Grove, 
in  the  West  Chowan  Association,  and  Littleton,  Vaughan, 
Macon,  Gardners  and  Marmaduke,  in  the  Tar  River  Asso- 
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ciation.  He  also  held  successful  evangelistic  meetings  out- 
side of  his  own  work,  assisting  pastors. 

About  ten  years  ago  Mr.  Cree  moved  to  Louisville,  Ken- 
tucky. Since  settling  in  Louisville  he  has  served  churches 
in  the  country  and  the  neighboring  towns ;  but,  having  given 
up  active  work  he  is  now  (1921)  quietly  waiting  the  call  of 
the  Master  to  a  larger  service. 

Thomas  J.  CRisr. 

This  l^rother  was  born  near  Conetoe,  Edgecombe  County, 
l^orth  Carolina,  November  8^  1863.  Ilis  educational  ad- 
vantages were  very  limited^  but  he  has  done  a  good  work. 

He  was  licensed  to  preach  by  Mildred  Church,  near  Tar- 
boro,  and  was  ordained  by  this  church  to  the  full  work  of 
the  gospel  ministry.  His  labors  have  been  confined  mostly 
to  Edgecombe  and  Martin  Counties. 

He  has  served  tlie  church  at  Mildred,  where  he  was  or- 
dained, for  more  than  twelve  years;  at  Piney  Grove,  in 
Martin  County^  for  ten  years;  and  at  Oak  City,  where  he 
is  still  (1921)  pastor  for  more  than  seventeen  years.  His 
present  pastorates  are  Conoho  (Oak  City)  two  Sundays  a 
month,  and  Piney  Grove  and  Mildred.  His  work  has  pros- 
pered and  his  2:>eople  love  him. 

T.  S.  Ceutchfield. 

T.  S.  Crutchfield  was  born  in  Chatham  County,  T^orth 
Carolina.  April  8rd,  1868.  He  received  the  A.  B.  degree 
from  Wake  forest  in  1900  and  the  same  year,  on  the  sev- 
enteenth of  November,  he  was  ordained  at  Eocky  Mount. 
He  attended  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
the  year  of  1903  to  1904-,  having  resigned  the  pastorate  at 
Tarboro  for  this  purpose. 

In  1904  he  became  pastor  of  the  churches  at  Roanoke 
Rapids  and  Rosemary,  and  remained  two  years.  Resigning 
this  pastorate  he  served  at  different  times  the  following 
churches:    Hertford,  Thomasville,  Western  Avenue  (States- 
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ville),  and  for  six  w^ars  he  served  a  group  of  churches  with 
Gatesville  as  headquarters.  In  1919  he  returned  to  Roanoke 
Eapids,  and  is  still  (1921)  pastor  of  this  flourishing  churcli, 
Avhere  he  is  doing  an  excellent  work. 

]^ovember  18,  1908,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Lillie  Mae 
Bagley,  of  Hertford,  T^orth  Carolina.  Mrs.  Crutchfield  was 
an  orphan  and  for  two  j^ears  was  an  inmate  of  the  Thomas- 
ville  Orphanage.  They  have  three  children,  two  boys  and  a 
girl. 

«TosiATr  Cruuup. 

Mr.  Crudup  was  born  March  5th,  1870,  near  Poplar 
Springs  Baptist  Church  at  the  old  Crudup  homestead  in 
Franklin  County,  Xorth  Carolina.  He  is  a  son  of  Dr.  E. 
A.  Crudup  and  Mrs.  Columbia  Crudup,  and  a  gi'andson  of 
Rev.  Josiah  Crudup,  who  w^as  also  prominent  in  politics  and 
served  liis  district  in  Congress. 

Mr.  Crudup  attended  country  schools  and  afterwards  en- 
tered Wake  Forest  College,  graduating  in  1890.  For  two 
years  he  taught  in  High  Point  Female  College,  after  ^vhidi 
he  graduated  from  the  law  school  of  the  University  of  l^orth 
Carolina,  and  in  1893  obtained  license  to  practice  law. 

He  married  Miss  Corelli  Remfry  of  High  Point,  ^N'orth 
Carolina,  in  1893. 

In  1894  he  located  in  Union,  South  Carolina,  where  he 
practiced  law,  and  edited  the  Union  Times,  the  county 
paper  of  Union  County.  From  Union  he  moved  to  Louis- 
burg,  ^sTorth  Carolina,  where  he  practiced  law  for  twelve 
years  and  built  a  home. 

From  his  graduation  at  Wake  Forest  he  actively  engaged 
in  religious  work,  es])ecially  in  the  Sunday  School  Depart- 
ment, where  he  w^as  both  teacher  and  superintendent.  He 
w^as  also  a  deacon  of  the  churcli.  During  this  period  he  fre- 
quently preached,  supplying  for  pastors  and  holding  pro- 
tracted meetings. 

In  the  fall  of  1899  he  definitely  decided  to  give  up  the 
practice  of  law,  in  which  he  had  been  eminently  successful, 
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and  devote  his  life  to  the  gospel  ministry.  In  December, 
1899,  he  Avas  ordained  at  Louisburg^  ^v^orth  Carolina,  to  the 
full  work  of  the  ministry;  Revs.  Forest  Smith,  G.  M.  Duke 
and  J.  D.  Iliifham,  D.  D.,  composed  the  presbytery.  Mr. 
Crudup  says:  ^'This  is  one  of  three  very  great  events  in 
my  life.  The  first  was  when  I  was  converted  in  1884,  un- 
der the  pastorate  of  Dr.  E.  T.  Vann,  while  I  was  a  student 
in  Mr.  J.  C.  CaddelFs  Academy  at  Wake  Forest;  the  second 
was  when  I  secured  Miss  Corelli  Remfry  to  become  my 
Avife,  and  the  third  was  when  I  definitely  decided  to  give  my 
life  to  jH'eachiug  the  gospel  and  was  ordained  to  the  min- 
istry," 

Mr.  Crudup's  first  pastorate  was  at  Hot  Springs  and 
Marshall,  in  Madison  County,  where  he  remained  two  years. 
He  then  became  pastor  at  Washington,  ^sTorth  Carolina, 
where  he  did  excellent  work,  and  remained  for  four  years. 
From  Washington  he  went  to  Elizabeth  City,  North  Caro- 
lina, to  become  pastor  of  Blackwell  Memorial  Church.  Ac- 
cepting a  call  to  Rockingham,  North  Carolina,  he  moved  to 
that  flourishing  town  where  he  remained  six  years,  built  a 
new  brick  church,  and  had  a  prosperous  pastorate.  Froni 
Rockingham  he  moved  to  Timmonsville,  South  Carolina. 
He  remained  there  nearly  five  years  and  left  in  response  to 
a  call  from  the  old  First  Church  of  Dalton,  Georgia,  where 
he  is  still  (1921)  pastor.  He  is  doing  a  great  work  in 
this  church  and  also  in  the  North  Georgia  Association  of 
which  he  is  Moderator. 

Mr.  Crudup  comes  of  good  stock  and  is  fully  maintaining 
the  reputation  of  his  family. 

Joseph  R.  Cullom. 

i 

This  brother  is  a  native  of  Halifax  County^  North  Caro- 
lina. He  is  a  son  of  the  late  John  J.  Cullom.  He  was  con- 
verted in  early  boyhood,  and  joined  Quankie  Church.  He 
was  ordained  at  Bear  Swamp  Church.  The  ordaining  pres- 
bytery consisted  of  Revs.  A.  G.  Wilcox,  G.  L.  Finch  and 
f .  J."^  Taylor. 
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Tie  i>rculiiated  from  Wake  Forest  College  and  the  South- 
ern Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  From  the  Seminary  he 
was  called  to  Allendale,  South  Carolina,  where  he  is  still 
(1921)  pastor. 

He  is  an  able  minister  of  the  word  and  a  successful  pas- 
tor. 

WiLLTS  ElCHAED  CuLLOM. 

Dr.  Cullom,  son  of  Jose})h  J.  Cullom  and  Mary  Eliza 
Cullom,  was  borii  on  a  farm  in  Halifax  County,  ^orth  Car- 
olina, January  15th,  1867.  One  need  not  be  reminded  of 
what  it  meant  to  spend  early  childhood  on  a  poor  farm  in 
the  SoutJi  during  reconstruction  days. 

In  the  community  wliere  Dr.  Cullom  was  reared  church 
and  educational  facilities  at  that  time  were  poor,  but  his 
parents  were  devout  Christians  and  his  "father  had  been  a 
school  teacher,  so  that  he  enjoyed  advantages  denied  to  most 
of  his  associates.  Doubtless  the  influences  of  his  early 
home  life  inspired  in  him  the  purposes  which  made  him  the 
man  that  he  is. 

He  clerked  in  a  country  store  in  Warren  County  from' 
1882  to  1885.  After  which  he  studied  and  taught  with 
the  Rev.  G.  L.  Finch  in  1885  and  1886. 

Impressed  that  he  was  called  of  God  t-o  preach  the  gospel 
and  desiring  to  make  the  best  possible  preparation  for  his 
life  work,  he,  on  the  first  of  September,  1886,  entered  Wake 
Forest  College,  from  which  he  graduated  with  the  degTee 
of  A.  M.  in  1892.  During  his  college  course  he  was  pastor 
at  Warren  Plains  four  years,  and  served  other  country 
churches  in  the  Tar  Eiver  Association,  and  also  in  the  Cen- 
tral and  Flat  River  Associations. 

He  entered  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary, 
October  1,  1892,  took  the  Th.  M.  degree  in  1895.  He  spent 
1895  and  1896  working  toward  the  Th.  D.  degree,  but  a 
spell  of  typhoid  fever  interrupted  the  work. 

He  began  teaching  at  AVake  Forest  College  in  1896  as 
professor  of  the  Bible,  and  still  (1921)  occupies  that  ini- 
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portant  position.  He  took  the  Th.  D.  degi'ee  in  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  in  1903  and  in  1915  received  from  Eichmond 
College  the  honorary  degree  of  D.  D.  In  June,  1918,  the 
college  gave  him  a  furlough  to  become  general  manager  in 
iS^orth  Carolina  of  the  Million  Dollar  Educational  Cam- 
paign. The  next  year  the  Baptist  Seventy-five  Million  Dol- 
lar Campaign  being  on^  he  was  made  organizer  of  that  gTeat 
work  for  N^orth  Carolina,  and  carried  it  forward  to  a  glorious 
success.  In  September,  1920,  having  finished  his  work  in 
the  Seventy-five  Million  Dollar  Campaign,  he  returned  to 
his  first  love,  the  School  of  the  Bible  at  Wake  Forest  Col- 
lege. During  all  his  life,  as  a  student  and  teacher,  he  has 
been  an  active  pastor  of  churches,  and  has  an  enviable  repu- 
tation as  preacher  and  pastor. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Fannie  Farmer  of  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  June  the  2nd,  1897.  She  is  indeed  a  helpmeet 
to  him'.  To  them  have  been  born  two  boys  and  three  girls. 
One  boy  and  three  girls  are  living. 

If  Dr.  Cullom  was  asked  to  name  the  one  thing  that  has 
been  the  gi*eatest  factor  in  his  life,  he  would  doubtless 
promptly  answer :    ''By  the  grace  of  God,  I  am  what  I  am." 

L.  M.  Curtis. 

Elder  L.  M.  Curtis  was  born  June  25th,  1852,  and  was 
called  to  his  reward  July  the  28th,  1908. 

Early  Life. 

His  parents  being  farmers,  he  spent  his  early  life  on  the 
farm,  and  experienced  the  liardships  and  labors  of  farm 
life.  In  his  childhood  he  lost  his  father,  and  his  only  brother 
being  in  the  Confederate  Army,  brought  the  responsibilities 
of  caring  for  the  family  on  hini  at  an  early  age.  When  he 
was  sixteen  years  old  the  family  was  broken  up  on  account 
of  the  death  of  his  mother  and  he  w^as  left  alone  in  the  world. 
He  proved  equal  to  the  necessity,  and  made  liis  way  in  the 
face  of  great  difficulties.    He  Avas  a  native  of  Moore,  but  his 
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mother  moved  to  Kandolpli,  and  he  was  brought  up  in  the 
latter  county. 

Educational  Struggles. 

He  was  possessed  bv  a  worthy  ambition  to  be  of  the  very 
largest  possible  service  in  the  world.  But  the  condition  of 
the  country  consequent  upon  the  close  of  the  War  Between 
the  States  and  Kecvaistructioii  in  tlie  South  threw  obstacles 
in  his  way  that  made  it  well-nigh  impossible  for  him  to  pro- 
cure the  education  necessary  to  fit  him'  for  the  work  to  which 
he  aspired.  Xo  helping  hand  was  extended,  but  he  cour- 
ageously undertook  to  educate  himself.  He  entered  school, 
lived  in  a  little  room,  did  his  own  cooking  and  washing,  and 
soon  made  sufficient  progTess  to  teach  in  the  lower  grades 
one-half  of  the  day  that  during  the  other  luUf  he  might  be 
taught  in  the  higher  gTades.  His  progress  was  so  rapid 
that  he  was  soon  able  to  teach  in  the  public  schools.  At 
the  same  time  he  kept  up  his  studies  until  he  was  prepared 
to  enter  Ruther  ford  College,  where  he  completed  his  college 
course. 

A  Teacher. 

His  first  work  after  leaving  college  was  at  ^[t.  Vernon 
Springs,  where  he  was  associated  with  Capt.  Siler  in  con- 
ducting a  high  school.  While  here  he  and  a  son  of  ^It. 
Kader  Vann,  of  Sampson  County,  became  warm  friends. 
Later  he  was  engaged  to  conduct  a  private  school  near  the 
residence  of  Mr.  Kader  Yann  with  whom'  he  boarded.  He 
continued  to  conduct  this  school  for  six  years,  during  which 
time  he  was  actively  engaged  in  religious  work. 

Two  Important  Events. 

The  first  of  these  was  his  marriage  to  Miss  Dora,  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  Kader  Vann.  She  was  a  pupil  in  his  scliool 
and  he  boarded  in  her  liome.    A  friendship  sprang  up  be- 
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tween  them,  wliich  ripened  into  love,  and  resulted  in  a  happy 
marriage  on  the  22nd  of  February,  1881.  For  twenty-seven 
years  these  two  walked  together,  supporting  each  other, 
through  all  the  labors  and  trials  of  life.  Mr.  Curtis  at- 
tributed much  of  whatever  success  he  obtained  in  life  to 
the  sympathetic  co-operation  and  helpfulness  of  his  wife. 

Up  to  this  time  Mr.  Curtis  was  a  devoted  and  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  was  for  a  time  a  local 
Methodist  preacher.  One  Sunday  morning  he  heard  his 
pastor  say :  ''I  am  going  to  do  a  thing  at  my  next  appoint- 
ment that  I  am  not  certain  the  Bible  teaches,  but  our  Dis- 
cipline requires  it,  and  that  is  enough  for  me.  All  who  de- 
sire their  babies  baptized,  bring  thenv  at  my  next  appoint- 
ment." That  set  Mr.  Curtis  to  tlilnking  and  investigating 
and  finally  lead  him  to  become  a  J^aptist.  He  was  bap- 
tized into  the  fellowship  of  Mount  Gilead  Church  by  Mr. 
Pope,  the  pastor.  Having  identified  himself  with  the  Bap- 
tists and  being  impressed  that  God  was  calling  him  to  preach 
the  gospel,  he  determined  to  give  himself  wholly  to  the  min- 
istry. Having  been  ordained  to  the  full  work  of  the  min- 
istry, he  at  once  entered  our  Seminary  at  Louisville,  where 
he  completed  the  Theological  course  in  English  in  one  year 
and  received  his  diploma.  He  ardently  advocated  Sem- 
inary training. 

Conclusion. 

Mr.  Curtis  was  for  a  long  time  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Missions  and  Sunday  Schools,  and  also  a  Trustee  of  Chowan 
Baptist  Female  Institute,  and  in  both  these  relations  he  was 
deeply  interested. 

After  leaving  the  Seminary,  Mr.  Curtis  entered  ardently 
into  his  work  as  a  minister,  and  was  a  successful  pastor  in 
another  section  of  the  State,  until  he  Avas  called  to  the  gr^at 
Tar  River  ]\Iission  Field,  where  he  began  his  work  early  in 
1889  and  continued  to  the  end  of  1892,  when  he  accepted 
a  pastorate  in  the  Chowan  Association,  where  he  continued 
to  labor  until  called  by  the  Master  to  a  higher  and  larger 
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service,  l^otli  in  the  Tar  River  and  Chowan  Associations  he 
rendered  faithfnl  service  and  had  a  c^ood  degree  of  sneccss. 

This  man  of  God  evinced  rare  ability  as  preacher  and 
pastor.  As  friend,  counselor  and  citizen  he  conld  be  trusted 
to  the  fullest  extent.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  convictions, 
respected  the  rights  of  others,  and  was  devoted  to  every  en- 
terprise that  had  for  its  end  the  welfare  of  man. 

C.  Q.  Davis. 

He  was  born  April  1st,  18(32,  near  Elizabeth  City,  Xorth 
Carolina,  and  was  reared  in  that  place.  When  he  was  twen- 
ty-one years  old  he  moved  to  Virginia,  and  it  was  from  that 
State  that  he  went  to  the  Crozer  Theological  Seminary  to 
prepare  for  the  ministry.  He  graduated  from  Crozer  in 
1891.  Later  on  he  went  back  to  Crozer  and  took  a  post- 
graduate course  and  was  gi\en  tlie  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Divinity.  In  January,  1802,  he  became  pastor  of  the  Elm 
City,  Battleboro  and  Enfield  cliurches  in  the  Tar  Eiver  As- 
sociation, which  he  served  until  ]\ray  the  1st,  1893.  This 
was  his  first  pastorate.  He  was  the  pastor  of  the  First  Bap- 
tist Church  at  Ciimberland,  Maryland,  for  nearly  seven 
years.  Then  for  nearly  four  years  he  was  pastor  of  the 
Emanuel  Baptist  Church  of  Camden,  TsTew  Jersey.  Xext  he 
was  acting  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Little 
Bock,  Arkansas,  for  about  five  months,  while  the  pastor  was 
abroad  in  Europe  and  Asia.  From  here  he  went  to  the 
South  Norfolk  Ba])tist  Church  in  Virginia  and  remained  for 
three  and  one-half  years^  and  then  became  pastor  of  the 
church  at  Windsor,  Xorth  Carolina,  for  about  three  and  one- 
half  years  Following  that  he  was  pastor  of  the  East  Dur- 
ham Church  for  four  years  and  nine  month.s.  He  has  now 
(1921)  been  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Alhe- 
marie,  North  Carolina,  for  three  years.  He  is  Moderator 
of  the  Stanly  Association.  One  of  his  sons.  Dr.  W.  H. 
Davis,  is  a  professor  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary. 

Brother  Davis  is  one  of  our  ablest  and  safest  expounders 
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of  tJie  word  of  God.  He  is  learned  in  tlie  Scriptures,  and 
a  man  of  recognized  scliolarsliip,  a  consecrated  Christian,  and 
\\\{\\  all  great  tenderness  of  heart  and  with  a  consuming 
passion  for  souls. 

D.  E.  Deaton. 

D.  E.  Deaton  was  born  in  Troy,  ^^orth  Carolina,  Mont- 
gomery County,  January  20th,  1890.  He  professed  faith 
in  Christ,  August,  1911,  and  united  with  Dover  Church, 
Montgomery  Association.  He  began  preacliing  July,  1912. 
Since  entering  the  ministry  he  has  held  pastorates  in  Mont- 
gomery, Sandy  Creek  and  Tar  River  Associations.  He  at- 
tended Wake  Forest  College  in  1916-17-18.  Ever  since  en- 
tering the  ministry  he  has  been  busily  engaged  during  the 
summer  months  in  the  evangelistic  work.  In  that  most 
blessed  work  God  has  been  pleased  to  bless  his  efforts  with 
success,  ^^early  one  thousand  have  professed  faith  in  Christ 
in  the  nieetings  which  he  has  conducted.  His  work  in  the 
Tar  Itiver  Association  was  at  jSTorth  and  South  Henderson, 
where  he  labored  successfully  for  two  years.  At  present 
(1921)  he  is  a  pastor  in  the  Cumberland  Association.  He  is 
a  promising  young  minister. 

James  Delke. 

Mr.  Delke  moved  from  Virginia  and  located  in  Warren- 
ton,  probably  about  1810.  He  remained  in  Warren  ton  until 
after  the  death  of  his  wife.  For  several  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Tar  River  Association  as  pastor  and  itinerant 
missionary. 

He  was  an  ardent  advocate  of  education,  and  educated  his 
son,  the  late  Professor  James  A.  Delke,  LL.  D.,  at  Wake 
Forest  College  and  the  University  of  I^orth  Carolina.  On 
Sunday,  1845,  at  the  Association  at  Maples  Springs  he 
preached  from  Acts  8:8. 
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J.  R.  DOAN. 

He  was  born  in  Middlesex  County,  Ontario,  Canada,  May 
the  10th,  1871.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
the  county  and  the  Park  Hill  Collegiate  Institute.  His 
early  education  was  directed  w^th  a  view  to  the  profession 
of  law.  When  ready  to  enter  the  law  department  of  To- 
ronto University  the  question  of  the  ministry  w^as  impressed 
upon  him  with  the  result  that  he  decided  to  enter  the  work 
of  tlie  gospel  ministry,  and  w^ent  to  Louisville  for  two  years' 
work  in  our  Seminary.  His  pastorates  have  been  as  follows : 
From  Tebruars',  1897,  to  May^  1901,  he  served  the  Black- 
stone,  Jonesboro  and  Burkeville  churches  in  Virginia.  This 
w^as  his  first  pastorate.  On  March  Srd,  1897,  a  council 
called  by  the  Blackstone  Church  ordained  him. 

From'  May,  1901,  to  May,  1907,  he  was  pastor  of  the 
West  End  Baptist  Church,  Petersburg,  Virginia.  During 
this  pastorate  a  heavy  debt  on  the  church  was  liquidated, 
the  Sunday  School  enlarged,  congregation  and  Sunday  School 
attendance  greatly  increased.  He  was  due  to  enter  upon 
his  pastorate  in  Henderson,  Xorth  Carolina,  on  May  the 
first.  1907,  but  sickness  in  his  family  necessitated  a  delay 
until  Xovember  1st,  1907.  He  remained  Avith  the  Hender- 
son First  Church  until  September  1st,  1910.  Wliile  there 
a  lot  was  purchased  and  preparations  begun  for  a  new 
church  building.    This  building  is  now^  being  constructed. 

He  has  been  pastor  at  South  Boston,  Virginia,  since  Sep- 
tember 1st,  1910.  The  church  has  built  a  new  Sunday 
School  room  for  modern  departmental  work  at  a  cost  of  $20,- 
000  and  wdll  erect  a  new  church  auditorium  in  the  near 
future  to  cost  about  $50,000. 

He  has  labored  somewhat  extensively  in  revival  work  and 
acted  as  State  organizer  for  Virginia  in  our  $75,000,000 
Campaign.  He  was  married  ^N^ovember  8th,  1898,  to  Miss 
^rary  Walton  Sydnor,  granddaughter  of  Rev.  T.  W.  Sydnor, 
D.  D.,  who  still  graces  his  home,  adding  cheer  to  his  life 
and  effectiveness  to  his  ministry. 
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Mr.  Doan  is  a  popular  preaclier  of  marked  ability,  and  is 
highly  esteemed  by  the  brotherhood. 

Clabence  L.  Dowell. 

Clarence  L.  Dowell,  son  of  Albert  H.  and  Rosina  Dowell, 
^vas  born  a  few  miles  west  of  Ealeigh,  January  3rd,  1861. 
He  attended  awhilo  the  private  schools  near  and  later  his 
parents  having  died  he  lived  with  his  sister  and  attended 
the  public  schools  at  Raleigh  under  Capt.  John  E.  Dugger. 

He  received  a  scholarship  in  the  State  ^^ormal  College  at 
Kashville,  Tennessee,  now  Peabody  College  for  Teachers, 
and  entering  that  institution  took  the  L.  I.  degree  in  1882. 
For  two  years  he  taught  in  the  public  schools  of  the  State, 
leaving  a  position  in  Durhaui  to  enter  the  ministry. 

He  became  assistant  to  Dr.  J.  D.  Hufham  at  Scotland 
iNTeck  in  the  fall  of  1884,  and  studied  under  the  guidance  of 
this  capable  and  popular  preacher  and  leader  for  more 
than  two  years.  He  married  ^liss  Delia  Reams,  daughter 
of  Mr.  C.  Frank  Reams,  of  Durham,  October,  1886,  and 
in  N"ovember  entered  upon  his  first  pastorate  at  Williams- 
ton. 

Two  and  one-half  years  later  he  accepted  the  call  of  Black 
Creek  Church,  Dovesville,  South  Carolina,  and  after  six 
years  of  service,  receiving  a  call  to  become  the  pastor  of 
Welsh  Neck  Church,  he  entered  that  work  March,  1895. 
The  Cheraw  Church,  being  without  a  pastor,  desired  to  di- 
vide time  with  the  saints  at  Welsh  Isieck.  For  seven  years 
he  was  pastor  of  both  churches.  The  Welsh  ^sTeck  Church 
has  a  long  and  honored  history  as  the  ^^Mother  of  Churches." 
Mrs.  Dowell  died  during  this  pastorate,  and  two  years  later 
Brother  Dowell  moved  to  Henrietta,  and  became  pastor  of 
both  Henrietta  and  Caroleen  churches.  While  here  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Annie  Evans  of  Cheraw,  South  Carolina,  his  pres- 
ent wife.  Receiving  a  call  to  Bush  River  and  Mount  Zion 
churches  in  South  Carolina,  he  moved  across  the  line  and 
after  nearly  two  years  Carthage  and  Cameron  in  North 
Carolina  offered  him  a  field  which  he  took.    He  served  here 
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about  four  years.  lie  became  pastor  of  Ahoskie  and  Betb- 
lehem  churches,  January  1st,  1911,  and  located  in  Ahoskie 
and  reui'ained  here  seven  years.  The  Franklinton  and 
Youngsville  churches  formed  the  field  he  now  (1921)  serves ; 
his  residence  and  larger  work  is  at  Franklinton. 

In  these  fields,  with  varying  degrees  of  success,  he  has 
labored  for  more  than  thirty  years.  He  is  a  devout,  conse- 
crated pastor  and  preacher,  and  is  highly  esteemed  in  the 
communities  where  lie  has  served. 


George  J.  Do  well. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  at  Snow  Hill,  Greene 
County,  Xorth  Carolina,  January  5th,  1848.  He  is  the 
oldest  son  of  Professor  Albert  H.  and  Rosina  Do  well,  who 
came  to  Xorth  Carolina  from  Alexandria,  Virginia.  They 
spent  almost  their  entire  lives  teaching.  Professor  Dowell 
taught  for  several  years  at  each  of  the  following  places: 
Snow  Hill,  Holly  Spring  and  xVsbury  Institute.  At  the 
close  of  the  War  Between  the  States  he  was  teaching  a  school 
for  boys  in  Ealeigh. 

George  was  educated  by  his  father  in  these  schools  until 
he  completed  his  academic  course  at  the  age  of  fourteen, 
when  his  school  days  came  to  a  close  on  account  of  the  dis- 
astrous close  of  the  war.  He  then  went  to  work  as  rodman  on 
the  Chatham  Railroad  under  H.  A.  Brown,  civil  engineer. 
Later,  Col.  Ed.  Wilkes,  superintendent  of  the  ^^Torth  Caro- 
lina Railroad,  gave  him  a  position  on  that  road. 

When  about  fifteen  years  of  age  he  joined  the  church  at 
Ephesus  in  Wake  County,  and  was  baptised  by  Elder  A.  D. 
Blackwood.  A  few  years  later  he  heard  Rev.  A.  B.  Earle 
preach  in  Raleigh,  and  became  impressed  with  his  duty  to 
preach  the  gospel.  Soon  after  he  moved  to  Sanford  and 
united  with  the  Jonesboro  Baptist  Church.  He  was  licensed 
to  preach  in  the  spring  of  1874  ;  and,  on  the  third  Sunday 
of  September  in  the  same  year  he  was  ordained  at  Jones- 
boro.   The  presbytery  consisted  of  Revs.  Stephen  Gilmore, 
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Thomas  Hunt,  A.  M.  Campbell,  and  Dennis  W.  Judd.  He 
entered  actively  at  once  upon  the  work  of  the  ministry. 

The  first  eight  years  of  his  ministry  he  was  pastor  of 
iSalem,  Shiloh,  Clayton,  Morrisville,  Ephesus  and  other 
churches.  He  was  then  called  for  all  of  his  time  to  Mt.  Mo- 
riah  and  Hej^zibah  churches  and  was  the  first  man  to  de- 
vote his  wdiole  time  to  two  churches  in  the  Raleigh  Associa- 
tion. At  the  solicitation  of  Dr.  J.  D.  Hufliam,  Noah  Biggs 
and  R.  B.  Salsbury,  he  moved  into  the  great  mission  field 
of  the  Tar  River  Association,  and  located  at  Hamilton,  De- 
cember the  2nd,  1885,  and  became  missionary  pastor  at 
Williamston  and  Hamilton,  also  serving  from'  time  to  time 
Bethel,  Pactolus,  and  Everetts.  The  church  at  Bethel  was 
constituted  and  the  house  built  at  this  time. 

In  1893  he  became  pastor  of  the  Second  Baptist  Church 
in  Durham,  where  he  remained  imtil  1898,  when  he  ac- 
cepted a  call  to  Lumberton,  and  served  the  Baptist  Church 
in  that  town  for  about  two  and  one-half  years.  He  then 
moved  into  the  Sandy  Run  Association,  and  preached  at 
Caroleen  and  Henrietta  for  about  two  and  one-half  years. 
From  this  field  he  was  called  to  Carthage,  Cameron,  Siler 
City  and  Jonesboro  in  the  Sandy  Creek  Association,  where 
he  served  four  years. 

The  leaders  in  the  old  Tar  River,  knowing  his  worth,  pre- 
vailed on  him  to  return  to  that  great  mission  field,  where 
he  had  previously  labored  with  marked  success.  He  con- 
sented, ajid  accepting  the  pastorate  of  AVilliamston  Church, 
labored  there  about  seven  years.  He  resigned  this  work  to 
take  charge  of  the  churches  at  Ayden  and  Winterville  and 
three  mission  points,  where  he  continued  until  December, 
1919.  His  health  being  somewhat  impaired,  he  moved  his 
furniture  to  Raleigh  and  spent  January  and  February,  1920, 
recuperating  in  Florida  and  Alabama.  Since  his  return  to 
the  State  he  is  preaching  as  pastor  and  supply,  untii  it  seems 
wise  to  take  up  the  work  regularly. 

Brother  Dowell  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife 
was  Miss  Stella  D.  Eatman,  of  Asbury.  Of  this  marriage 
one  son  survives.    His  second  wife  was  Miss  Fannie  Yates, 
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of  Carey,  who  is  still  (1920)  living  and  is  the  mothev  of 
seven  children.  C.  J.  Thompson,  D.  D.,  of  South  Carolina; 
Clarence  L.  Dowell,  of  Franklinton;  W.  S.  Barrs,  of  this 
State:  Professor  Henrv  Tlighsmith  and  the  late  Dennis 
Simmons,  who  made  large  l)equests  to  the  Orphanage  and 
Meredith  College,  are  a  few  of  those  who  were  convertd 
under  his  preaching.  Brother  Dowell  has  always  stood  as 
the  friend  of  education  and  for  a  progressive  program  in 
denominational  work.  He  has  given  time  and  labor  to  ad- 
vance the  cause  of  righteousness.  He  is  a  loyal  Baptist 
and  by  diligent  study  is  Avell  equipped  for  the  Avork  of  his 
high  calling.  He  claims  that  the  happiest  years  of  his  life 
were  spent  doing  mission  work  in  the  old  Tar  River,  the 
Roanoke  and  the  Is' euse- Atlantic  Associations. 

J.  W.  Downey. 

Brother  Downey  is  a  native  ^^'orth  Carolinian.  He  is 
a  Wake  Forest  man  and  also  attended  the  Southern  Bap- 
tist Theological  Seminary.  He  has  done,  and  is  still  do- 
ing, effective  work  as  pastor  in  this  State.  For  a  time  he 
sensed  a  church  in  Portsmouth^  Virginia.  In  his  early  ca- 
reer, he  made  a  fine  record  as  pastor  of  New  Bethel  Churcli 
and  as  missionary  pastor  of  ^N'orth  and  South  Henderson 
in  the  Tar  River  Association.  He  is  still  in  the  prime  of 
vigorous  manhood,  and  is  earnestly  prosecuting  the  work  of 
his  high  calling. 

Rayford  Paton  Driver. 

He  was  bom  in  Johnson  County,  l^orth  Carolina,  licensed 
to  preach  by  Lee's  Chapel  Church  in  1872,  and  ordained  by 
the  same  church  in  1874. 

His  first  pastorate  was  Lee's  Chapel  Church,  1876,  throng 
1880.  He  served  the  following  churches  in  the  Tar  River 
Association;  Corinth,  Cypress  Chapel,  Ephesus,  Social 
Plains  and  perhaps  others.  As  his  name  does  not  appear 
in  the  list  of  Xorth  Carolina  Baptist  preachers,  I  presume 
he  has  gone  to  his  reward. 
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Ben  Dunn. 

This  brother  is  a  native  of  Halifax  County^  a  graduate  gf 
Wake  Forest  College  and  of  our  Seminary  at  Louisville. 
While  at  Wake  Forest  he  was  pastor  of  Reedy  Creek  and 
other  churches  in  the  Tar  River  Association.  Since  his 
graduation  he  has  served  churches  in  other  States  and  made 
a  good  record. 

Thomas  J.  Eatman. 

This  brother  at  one  time  served  either  as  pastor  or  mis- 
sionary in  the  Tar  River  Association. 

At  the  present  (1921)  he  is  at  Stocksville,  i^orth  Caro- 
lina. 

J.  T.  Edmundson. 

Evangelist  Edmundson^  a  descendant  through  his  mother 
of  the  Randolphs  of  Virginia,  was  bom  at  Bull  Head,  I^orth 
Carolina,  December  3rd,  1861.  He  was  educated  in  the 
school  taught  by  his  mother,  who  for  forty-seven  years  was 
a  successful  teacher.  He  afterward  studied  at  the  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary.  He  was  converted  at  Wilson's  Mills 
in  a  meeting  held  under  a  brush  arbor,  and  was  ordained  to 
the  full  work  of  the  ministry  by  the  First  Baptist  Church 
in  Goldsboro  in  1892. 

Ministerial  Work. 

He  was  pastor  of  Beulah  Church,  Virginia.  He  left  this 
work  to  become  a  member  of  the  N'ational  Evangelization 
Society  of  Baltimore,  Maryland.  Since  that  time  his  only 
pastorates  have  been  Littleton,  Sharon,  Marniaduke  and 
Vaughan  in  the  Tar  River  Association  and  the  Temple  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Atlanta,  Georgia.  While  serving  in  the  pas- 
torate he  also  conducted  many  evangelistic  meetinge.  He 
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was  for  a  time  one  of  the  State  Board  Evangelists  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

For  many  years  his  whole  time  has  been  devoted  to 
evangelistic  work.  In  his  meetings  there  has  been  over 
thirty-one  thousand  professions  and  many  thousand  have 
been  added  to  the  churches. 

Although  nearly  sixty  years  of  age  he  has  for  the  last 
six  months  preached  from  one  to  three  times  a  day  and  is 
vigorously  pushing  the  work  in  Avhich  he  has  been  for  so 
many  years  engaged.  He  is  very  familiar  with  the  letter 
of  the  word  and  applies  it  strikingly  in  his  preaching.  His 
present  home  is  202  North  Moreland  Avenue,  Atlanta, 
Georgia. 

James  King  Fant. 

He  was  bom  near  Belton,  South  Carolina,  January  19th, 
1851.  He  was  converted  at  the  age  of  nine,  and  when  six- 
teen years  old  decided  to  preach.  He  graduated  B.  A.  from 
Furman  University  in  1874,  and  from'  the  Southern  Bap- 
tist Theological  Seminary  in  1877.  While  a  student,  he 
was  ordained  by  the  Belton,  South  Carolina,  Church.  Dr. 
William  Williams,  of  the  Seminary,  preached  the  ordina- 
tion sermon. 

He  married  Miss  Mary  Beaufort  DeVore  of  Edgefield, 
South  Carolina,  January  19th,  1879.  His  South  Carolina 
pastorates  were  Beaver  Dam,  ^^ew  Harmony,  Mountain 
Creek,  Bethlehem,  Gilgal,  Sister  Springs,  Greenwood,  Re- 
hoboth  and  Flint  Hill  churches.  In  most  of  these  pastorates 
he  served  groups  of  churches. 

From  South  Carolina  he  went  to  Mississippi,  and  for 
several  years  was  pastor  of  a  field  composed  of  Sardis  and 
Batesville  churches. 

His  last  large  work  was  done  in  Xorth  Carolina.  In  this 
State  he  was  pastor  at  Wadesboro  and  High  Point  and  of 
t]<e  Littleton  field  in  the  Tar  Eiver  Association,  and  ^Vlioskie 
and  Harrellsville,  in  the  Chowan  Association.    Of  these 
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elm  relies  Greenwood,  Flint  Hill,  Wadesboro  and  High  Point 
had  everv  Sunday  preaching. 

His  health  being  greatly  impaired,  Mr.  Fant  returned 
to  South  Carolina  and  settled  at  Campobello,  where  he  died 
April  1st,  1900.  His  wife  is  also  dead.  Three  daughters 
survive  him — Mrs.  Cobb,  of  Tarboro,  ^N'orth  Carolina ;  Mrs. 
J.  Arch.  McMillan,  wife  of  the  pastor  at  McColl,  South 
Carolina,  and  Miss  Bessie  Fant,  w^ho  lives  with  her  sister, 
Mrs.  McMillan. 

Mr.  Fant^s  ministerial  life  was  brief,  but  it  was  full  of 
earnest  activity.  He  was  an  able  preacher,  had  the  Shep- 
herd heart,  and  a  beautiful  character.  A  classmate  of  his, 
who  had  knowTi  him  all  his  life,  said  at  his  funeral:  ^'If 
ever  a  man  w^as  ready  to  be  translated,  as  Enoch  was,  that 
man  w^as  James  King  Fant."  Those  who  knew  him  best 
heartily  endorsed  this  sentiment. 

J.  S.  Farmer. 

Mr.  Farmer  was  bom  near  T^onvood,  IN'orth  Carolina, 
Stanley  County,  February  6,  1875.  His  father,  Thos.  Cro- 
son  Farmer,  w^as  a  farmer.  His  mother,  Martha  Kezia 
Thompson,  w^as  a  daughter  of  George  Roanoke  Thompson. 
He  attended  the  grammar  school  called  ^'The  Fork  Acad- 
emy,-' the  high  school  at  ISTorwood,  one  vear,  1896-97.  He 
attended  Bethel  Hill  Academy,  graduated  from  Scottsburg 
l^ormal  College,  now  dead,  Scottsburg,  Virginia,  Avith  the 
B.  S.  degree,  in  June,  1899.  He  savs  he  owes  more  to  S. 
H.  Thompson,  who  was  president  of  this  little  school,  than 
to  any  other  one  man.  He  was  missionary  around  Tarboro, 
October,  1899,  to  October,  1901,  and  was  pastor  of  ^s^rth 
Rocky  Mount  and  ^^ew  Hope,  1901-1902. 

He  married  Miss  Myrtle  Hart,  of  Meherrin,  Virginia, 
June  18,  1902.  She  was  the  joy  and  inspiration  of  his  life 
until  February  14,  1920,  when  she  was  taken  to  the  Home 
above.  He  often  says,  *^If  I  have  been  worth  anything,  she 
is  due  a  large  part  of  the  credit." 

Mr.,  Farraer  was  elected  traveling  representative  of  the 


TAR   RIVER  HISTORY 


243 


Biblical  Recorder,  October  1,  1002,  and  served  in  that  posi- 
tion until  April  IT*,  1908,  when  he  was  elected  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Biblical  Recorder  Publishing  Company, 
with  the  understanding  that  he  might  serve  country  churches. 
He  was  pastor  of  Xew  Hope,  Central  Association,  nearly  ten 
years;  at  Midway,  Central  Association,  eight  years;  at  In- 
wood,  Raleigh  Association  eight  years;  at  Chalybeate 
Springs,  Little  River  Association  for  ten  years — still  there 
(1921). 

He  was  elected  Secretary,  Treasurer  and  Manager  of  the 
Mutual  Publi shrug  Company,  I^ovember  11,  1914.  At  pres- 
ent he  is  pastor  at  Chalybeate  Springs  two  Sundays  per 
month,  Fuquay  Springs,  Raleigh  Association,  two  Sundays 
per  month  and  Secretary,  Treasurer  and  Manager  of  the 
Biblical  Recorder  Publishing  Company  and  the  Mutual 
Publishing  Company  of  Raleigh.  He  has  served  on  the 
Executive  Committee  of  our  State  Mission  Board  for  nine 
years,  and  since  1914  he  has  been  Secretary  of  this  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Farmer  is  devoted  to  the  w^ork  in  which  he  is  engaged 
and  wdelds  a  large  influence.  His  present  wife  was  Mrs. 
Foy  Johnson  Willingham,  and  served  with  her  first  hus- 
band as  missionary  to  Japan. 

Gilbert  La  Fayette  Finch. 

]Mr.  Finch  was  born  at  Ring-wood,  Halifax  County,  North 
Carolina.  He  was  a  nephew  of  Revs.  J.  J.  and  G.  M.  L. 
Finch,  who,  from  1835-1864,  were  prominent  among  the 
Baptist  preachers  of  the  State. 

On  account  of  impaired  health,  Mr.  Finch  was  com- 
pelled to  leave  Wake  Forest  in  his  junior  year.  But,  for 
about  twenty  years,  although  feeble  in  body,  he  labored  faith- 
fully and  successfully  in  the  ministry. 

He  was  licensed  to  preach  in  May^  1886,  by  Yadkin  Val- 
ley Church,  and  was  ordained  in  Septeml^er,  1888,  by  Bear 
Bwamp  Church  in  the  Tar  River  Association. 

In  1888  he  was  a  missionary  in  the  Tar  River  Association 
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at  Pactolus  and  other  points.  His  Tar  Kiver  pastorates 
were  Williamston  and  Hamilton.  He  also  did  considerable 
evangelistic  work  in  our  bounds. 

In  addition  to  his  Tar  River  work  he  was  pastor  at  La- 
Grange,  Snow  Hill,  Second  Church,  Goldsboro.  Biltmore, 
Carthage,  Sanford  and  Siler  City,  ISTorth  Carolina.  Sev- 
eral of  these  churches  were  served  in  groups.  He  also 
served  Pulaski  City,  Virginia.  His  last  pastorate  was  at 
^e^w  Brooklin,  South  Carolina. 

Eetiring  from'  the  pastorate,  he  represented  the  P.  C. 
Collier  Publishing  Company  in  South  Carolina  and  Geor- 
gia, and  made  a  fine  record  as  a  book  agent.  He  spent  about 
three  years  in  this  work,  and  then  being  prostrated  by  con- 
sumption he  made  a  heroic  fight  for  his  life,  but  his  doom 
was  sealed  and  he  died  at  the  home  of  his  sister  in  West 
Virginia. 

Mr.  Finch  Avas  fortunate  in  his  marriage.  The  late  Dr. 
T.  H.  Pritchard,  who  knew  Miss  Ida  Barnes  for  a  long  time, 
said  of  her  when  she  and  Mr.  Finch  were  married:  ^'She 
is  better  fitted  for  a  pastor's  wife  than  any  woman  I  ever 
knew."  Soon  after  the  death  of  her  husband  she  also  passed 
away. 

E.  Lee  Fox. 

This  brother  labored  as  pastor  at  Antioch  and  Macedonia 
churches  in  the  Tar  River  Association  in  1906-07-08.  A 
part  of  this  time  he  was  principal  of  Red  Oak  High  School 
and  later  held  a  similar  position  at  Castalia. 

Leaving  the  Tar  River  Association  he  w^orked  as  preacher 
and  teacher  in  other  parts  of  the  State,  until  the  fall  of 
1920  when  he  returned  to  us,  and  located  near  Spring  Hope 
for  the  purpose  of  preaching  and  teaching. 

William  J.  Fulford. 

Mr.  Fulford  was  a  native  of  Granville  County,  North 
Carolina.    He  wa>  a  student  of  the  high  school  at  Oxford, 
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Xorth  Carolina.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  in  18G9,  and 
was  ordained  by  Reedy  Creek  Church  in  1871. 

In  the  Tar  River  Association  he  was  pastor  of  Reedy 
Creek  in  1871,  of  Peach  Tree  from  1871  to  1870,  then 
Haywoods  (now  Corinth),  from  1871  to  1875,  Red  Oak 
from  1875  to  1879. 

Later  he  served  churches  in  various  parts  of  the  State. 
He  was  highly  esteemed  as  a  devout  Christian,  and  an 
earnest  preacher  and  pastor.  He  rests  from*  his  labor  and 
doubtless  his  works  follow  him. 

He  married  a  Miss  Harris  in  the  neighborhood  of  Reedy 
Creek  Church  in  ^Yarren  County,  Xorth  Carolina. 

J.  A.  Garkett. 

Mr.  Garrett  was  in  1904  one  of  the  missionaries  who 
labored  in  the  great  mission  field  of  the  Tar  River  Associa- 
tion. 

Walter  Murchison  Gilmore. 

He  was  bom  January  the  10th,  1869,  on  a  farm'  three 
miles  west  of  Sanford,- Xorth  Carolina.  He  attended  coun- 
ty free  schools  until  eleven  years  old.  He  attended  Jones- 
boro  High  School  one  year,  Mount  Vernon  Springs  Acad- 
emy, Chatham  County,  one  year;  Sanford  High  School  two 
years,  and  entered  Wake  Forest  College  in  the  fall  of  1887, 
graduating  Avith  the  degree  of  A.  B.  in  the  spring  of  1891. 
He  entered  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary, 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  in  the  fall  of  1892,  graduating  w^ith 
the  degree  of  Th.  B.  in  the  spring  of  1894. 

He  was  assistant  teacher  in  the  Sanford  High  School  in 
1886;  principal  of  Pocket  High  School,  session  of  1891 
and  1892.  He  was  baptized  Xovember,  1882,  by  Rev.  W. 
H.  H.  Lawhon,  and  licensed  to  preach  by  Cool  Springs 
Church,  in  August,  1887.  He  was  ordained  to  the  full 
work  of  the  gospel  ministry  at  the  request  of  Cool  Springs 
Church,  by  a  presbytery  appointed  by  Sandy  Creek  Associa- 
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tion,  in  September,  1892.  He  was  pastor  of  Cool  Springs 
Church  seven  months  in  1892 ;  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church,  Brunswick,  Georgia,  January,  1895,  to  June,  1904  ; 
Marshallville,  Georgia,  June,  1904,  to  May,  1906;  Eastman, 
Georgia.  May  1906,  to  November,  1909 ;  Imtnanuel  Church, 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  Ts'ovember,  1909,  to  ^^'ovember  1911; 
Louisburg,  Xorth  Carolina,  from  November,  1911,  to  April, 
3  918  :  Sanford,  North  Carolina,  April,  1918  to  the  present 
(1921).  Mr.  Gil  more  was  recording  secretary  to  the  North 
Carolina  State  Convention,  1914,  to  the  present,  and  Pul> 
licity  Director  of  Million  Dollar  Campaign,  1918  to  1919. 

Mr.  Gilmore  is  an  able  minister  of  the  word,  a  successful 
pastor,  and  is  highly  esteemed  for  his  work's  sake. 

D.  A.  Glenn. 

Rev.  D.  A.  Glenn  is  a  native  of  Western  North  Carolina. 
Ho  gi'aduated  from'  Wake  Forest  College  late  in  the  seven- 
ties, and  soon  thereafter  he  located  in  Littleton. 

In  the  Tar  River  Association  he  was  pastor  of  Brown's, 
Gardners,  Littleton,  Sharon  and  AVarren  Plains  churches. 
He  served  these  churches  from  January  the  1st,  1880,  to 
the  fall  of  1884.  He  was  in  the  prime  of  vigorous  young 
manhood,  a  good  preacher  and  pastor;  full  of  zeal  and  en- 
thusiasm, and  was  exceedingly  successful  in  his  work,  es- 
pecially in  soul-winning. 

In  November,  1884,  he  resigned  this  pastorate,  and  ac- 
cepting a  call  to  the  Second  Baptist  Church,  Petersburg, 
Virginia,  he  moved  to  that  city.  His  success  in  Petersburg 
was  phenomenal.  After  a  few  years  he  accepted  a  call  to 
another  field,  where  he  labored  with  his  usual  success. 

He  has  held  several  pastorates  and  always  has  been  highly 
esteemed.    He  noAV  resides  in  Bristol,  Tennessee. 

P.  D.  Gold. 

Elder  P.  D.  Gold  was,  I  think,  a  native  of  Cleveland 
County,  North  Carolina.    He  was  educated  at  Furman  ITni- 
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versitv,  and  was  a  regularly  ordained  Baptist  minister. 

While  pastor  at  Scotland  Xeck  in  the  Tar  River  Associa- 
tion, he  adopted  extreme  Calvinistic  views  and  united  with 
the  Primitive  Baptist,  and  was  for  many  years  their  most 
able  leader. 

William  R.  Gwaltney. 

Dr.  Gwaltney  was  born  in  Alexandria  County,  ^Torth 
Carolina,  in  1834.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  by  Pilgrhn 
Church,  J^orth  Carolina,  in  1860,  and  w^as  ordained  at  Tay- 
lorsville,  Xorth  Carolina,  in  1863. 

Ho  entered  Wake  Forest  College  in  the  fall  of  1860, 
but  Xorth  Carolina  having  seceded  from  the  United  States 
Government,  May  20th,  1861,  Mr.  Gwaltney  left  College 
and  volunteered  in  the  Confederate  Army,  where  he  served 
until  General  Lee  surrendered  at  Appomattox.  In  1863 
he  was  made  Chaplain,  and  rendered  valuable  seiTice  in  this 
important  position. 

As  soon  as  Wake  Forest  reopened,  after  tht3  close  of  the 
war,  he  returned  to  college  and  graduated  B.  A.  in  1868. 
Wake  Forest  conferred  on  him'  the  honorary  degree  of  D.  D. 
in  1895. 

Dr.  Gwaltney  was  pastor  in  several  important  places  in 
the  State  during  his  life.  He  was  a  faithful  minister  and 
an  untiring  worker  and  had  a  good  degree  of  success.  His 
pastoral  labors  were  confined  to  N^orth  Carolina,  where  he 
served  the  following  churches:  Taylorsville,  Hillsboro, 
Chapel  Hill,  Mocksville,  Winston-Salem,  Tabernacle,  Ral- 
eigh, Greensboro,  Wake  Forest  and  Hickory.  He  served  each 
of  the  churches  full  time.  At  Hillsboro,  Mocksville,  First 
Church,  Winston-Salem,  Tabernacle,  Raleigh,  and  Gj'eens- 
boro  he  led  in  erecting  new  houses  of  worship  or  greatly 
improving  the  old  ones. 

His  last  pastorate  was  at  Hickory,  where  he  was  laboring 
with  his  usual  zeal  and  success  when  the  Master  called  him 
to  his  reward.  His  widow  and  some  of  his  children  still 
reside  in  Hickory  and  are  greatly  esteemed. 
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Dr,  Gwaltney  was  a  Christian  gentleman  of  exalted  char- 
acter, an  able  preacher  of  the  gospel,  a  good  pastor,  wise  in 
counsel,  and  a  leader  in  the  various  departments  of  denomina- 
tional work. 

He  was  a  Trustee  of  Wake  Forest  College,  Meredith  Col- 
lege, Thomasville  Baptist  Orphanage,  and  wa^  a  menibsr 
of  the  various  boards  of  the  Convention. 

George  W.  Harmon. 

This  able  man  of  God  was  a  native  of  Davidson  County. 
He  was  educated  at  Wake  Forest  College  and  the  Soutbern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  when  the  latter  institution 
was  at  Greenville,  South  Carolina. 

He  married  a  daughter  of  the  late  Judge  Logan,  and  en- 
tered actively  into  the  ministerial  work. 

The  church  at  Wadesboro  was  among  his  first  pastorates. 
The  church  had  become  almost  extinct^  but,  under  his  lead- 
ership it  took  on  new  life  and  began  a  course  of  progi'ess 
which  still  continues. 

While  in  Wadesboro  he  edited  a  religious  newspaper, 
which  had  a  large  circulation.  Rev.  B.  G.  Covington  was 
associated  with  him'  as  editor  and  publisher. 

His  next  pastorate  was  in  Cheraw,  South  Carolina,  where 
he  did  a  constructive  work,  and  left  the  church  in  a  pros- 
perous condition. 

Returning  to  North  Carolina  he  held  several  pastorates. 
His  last  w^ork  in  the  Tar  River  Association,  where  he  was 
pastor  of  Weldon,  Gardners  and  Sharon  churches.  This  pas- 
torate commenced  the  first  of  January,  1894,  a  ad  closed 
with  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1896.  He  lived  in  Wel- 
don, where  his  wife  died,  and  not  long  after  he,  himself, 
passed  away. 

He  was  an  earnest,  godly  man,  a  strong  preacher  and  a 
loyal  Baptist. 

John  H.  Harper. 

This  brother  was  born  near  Laurel,  in  Franklin  County, 
September  13th,  1866.    In  his  boyhood  school  advantages 
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in  the  neighborhood  of  Laurel  were  very  poor.  Tlie  public 
scliool  was  limited  to  the  month  of  August  and  the  teachers 
were  incompetent.  ^\t.  Harper  studied  two  or  three  months 
in  a  subscription  school.  He  also  studied  at  Wake  Forest 
during  the  session  of  1908  and  1909,  but  most  of  his  limited 
education  was  acquired  by  diligent  study  at  home.  After  a 
hard  day's  work  he  would  study  until  late  at  night,  his  only 
light  being  a  pine  knot  torch. 

He  assisted  Elders  Duke,  Wilcox,  Sledge  and  Bunn  in 
revival  meetings.  When  infirmities  laid  Elder  G.  M.  Diike 
aside  from  active  work  in  his  pastorate,  Mr.  Harper  sup- 
plied for  him^  so  that  he  was  able  to  retain  pastoral  charge 
of  his  churches  as  long  as  he  lived. 

Mr.  Harper's  first  pastorate  was  at  Moimtaiu  Grove 
Church.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Duke  the  churches  at  Hick- 
ory Eock,  Mount  Zion  and  Sandy  Creek  called  Brother 
Harper  and  he  continued  pastor  at  Mountain  Grove.  He 
has  made  good  use  of  his  limited  opportunities. 

R.  D.  Harper. 

Rev.  R.  D.  Harper  was  a  native  of  ^ash  County.  He 
studied  at  Wake  Forest  College.  He  was  converted  and 
united  with  the  church  near  where  he  w^as  reared.  He  was 
ordained  by  the  same  church.  He  served  several  churches 
in  the  Tar  River  Association,  and  won  a  goodlv  number  to 
Christ.  He  was  an  earnest,  consecrated  man,  and  he  de- 
livered the  best  exposition  of  the  8th  Chapter  of  Romans 
that  I  ever  heard.  This  sermon  was  preached  at  a  uuion 
meeting  at  Reedy  Creek  Church  many  years  asro.  He  has 
been  dead  about  thirty  years. 

Albert  Bernard  Harrell. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Durham,  May  Sth, 
1875.  His  father,  Rev.  Dr.  W.  B.  Harrell,  held  mauy  Bap- 
tist pastorates  in  Xorth  Carolina,  and  his  gvandfjUlier,  Jvev. 
Amos  J.  Battle,  a  former  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
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at  Raleigh,  and  at  Wilmington,  was  one  of  the  fonnrlers  of 
Wake  Forest  College. 

Albert  B.  Harrell  was  educated  in  the  graded  school  of 
Dunn,  ]^orth  Carolina,  at  the  University  of  North  Caro- 
lina and  at  Wake  Forest  College. 

In  1907  he  married  Miss  Dora  Pope,  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Fliza  Pope^  of  Dunn,  North  Carolina. 

In  his  young  manhood  he  taught  school  for  a  nund)er  of 
years,  having  been  principal  of  the  high  schools  at  Belle- 
voir,  and  at  Lilesville.  He  afterward^;  h:^ld  a  position  of 
principal  of  the  graded  schools  at  Heiiders(mville.  and  at 
Apex,  and  then  at  Spring  Hope,  he  was  superintendent  of 
the  city  graded  schools. 

At  Wake  Forest  College  he  took  the  law  course  and,  for 
several  years,  he  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  at  Dunn- 
En  1910  he  was  ordained  to  the  gospel  ministry  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and,  shortly  afterwards,  he  became  pastor 
of  the  Arlington  Street  Baptist  Church  at  Pocky  Moimt. 
After  a  pastorate  here  of  two  years  and  one  at  Littleton  of 
five  years,  he  took  up  the  work  which  he  holds  at  present 
(1921),  the  pastor  of  the  Ettrick  Baptist  Church  at  Pe- 
tersburg, Virginia. 

Joseph  P.  Harets. 

Mr.  Harris  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Lilesville,  Anson 
County,  North  Carolina,  April  15th,  1882. 

He  attended  Pee  Dee  Institute  at  Wadesboro  two  years 
and  he  graduated  from  Wake  Forest  College  in  the  spring  of 
1903. 

lie  was  principal  of  a  high  school  and  pastor  of  a  field 
of  churches  in  Anson  County,  1908  through  1910. 

He  was  ordained  at  Rocky  Mount  Church  in  1908  during 
a  union  meeting. 

His  work  in  the  Tar  River  Association  consisted  of  teach- 
ing and  preaching.  He  was  principal  of  the  State  High 
School  at  Middleburg,  1913,  through  1917.  He  was  pastor 
at  Bethesda,  1914-1915,   Gardner's   1914-1920,  Sulphur 
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Springs  1018-1920,  Plarris  Chapel  1917-1920,  Inez  1919- 
1920,  Xortli  AVarrenton  1920.  He  is  now  pastor  at  Bethel 
and  other  churches  in  the  Roanoke  Association. 

Mr.  Harris  is  an  earnest  preacher^  a  zealous  pastor,  and 
has  enjoyed  a  good  degree  of  success  in  his  work.  He  is 
blessed  in  having  a  wife  who  is  a  helpmeet  indeed. 

Wallace  Hartsell. 

This  brother  was  born  in  a  village  known  as  Big  Lick, 
Stanley  County,  N^orth  Carolina,  April  the  8th,  1885.  He 
was  reared  by  pious  parents,  brought  up  in  the  Sunday 
School  and  church.  The  first  time  he  was  taken  out  of  his 
home,  he  was  carried  to  church.  He  attended  the  common 
schools  of  the  neighborhood  and  also  studied  in  a  higli 
school  taught  by  Rev.  C.  J.  Black  and  others,  until  he  was 
eighteen  years  old.  Intending  to  become  an  electrical  en- 
gineer he  secured  a  position  that  would  lead  up  to  that  pro- 
fession. 

In  January,  1905,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Bessie  Wooten. 

Being  impressed  that  it  was  his  duty  to  preach  the  gospel 
he  went  to  Wake  Forest  College  in  1910,  where  he  spent 
nearly  three  years.  During  a  part  of  this  time  he  w^as  pas- 
tor of  Sulphur  Springs  and  Mamiaduke  churches  in  War- 
ren County.  In  1913,  he  moved  to  Middlesex,  where  he  was 
pastor  of  Samaria  and  other  churches  in  the  Tar  River  As- 
sociation. During  this  period  he  did  considerable  evange- 
listic work,  in  which  he  was  quite  successful.  He  also  be- 
came an  acknowledged  leader  in  Baptist  Young  People 
Union  Work. 

He  now  (1921)  resides  in  Durham,  and  is  pastor  of  Lake- 
wood  Church.  He  is  also  studying  in  Trinity  College  and 
hopes  to  spend  one  or  more  years  in  that  institution. 

J.  K.  Hexdersox. 

Mr.  Henderson  was  Ix^rn  in  Macon  County,  Xorth  Caro- 
lina, February  Sth,  1870.    His  parents  moved  in  1873  to 
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Transylvania  County,  Xorth  Carolina,  where  he  was  brought 
up  ^'between  the  plow  handles." 

His  early  educational  opportunities  were  very  meager. 
When  he  was  twenty  years  of  age  he  started  out  to  get  an 
education.  He  entered  the  Glenville  High  School  in  Jackson 
County,  of  which  Rev.  A.  T.  Hord  was  then  the  principal. 
He  attended  this  school  about  twelve  months.  In  1895  he 
entered  the  State  is^ormal  at  Cullowhee  and  finished  the 
normal  course  in  one  year.    He  taught  through  the  fall  of 

1896  and  returned  to  Cullowhee  for  the  spring  term  of 

1897  and  finished  the  literary  course  that  term.  In  the 
fall  of  1898  he  entered  Wake  Forest  College,  where  he  re- 
mained four  years,  graduating  Avith  the  B.  A.  degree  at  the 
commencement  of  1902. 

He  was  ordained  at  Oak  Grove  Baptist  Church,  Transyl- 
vania County,  July  3rd,  1903,  and  soon  thereafter  entered 
upon  his  first  pastorate,  which  consisted  of  Dawson,  Hob- 
good,  Gethsemane  and  Speed  churches,  in  the  Tar  River 
Association.  Resigning  this  field  he  studied  at  the  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  during  the  session  of  1905-1906. 

From  the  Seminary  he  returned  to  the  Tar  River  Asso- 
ciation and  was  pastor  at  Roanoke  Rapids  for  two  years. 
While  here  he  was  married  to  Miss  Helen  Perry,  of  Scot- 
land Neck. 

Leaving  Roanoke  Rapids,  he  went  to  his  home  county  of 
Transylvania  and  accepted  the  care  of  country  churches. 
Here  his  charming  young  wife  died  and  left  him  with  an 
infant  onlv  two  hours  old  and  a  heartache  never  to  be  for- 
gotten. 

In  the  fall  of  1911  he  became  pastor  of  the  church  at 
Bakersville,  but  owing  to  a  misunderstanding  of  the  churches 
in  regard  to  the  arrangement  of  the  field,  he  decided  to  give 
them  a  free  hand  in  making  such  arrangements  as  suited 
them.  He,  therefore,  accepted  work  in  the  Roanoke  Associa- 
tion and  became  pastor  at  Farmville,  Stantonsburg,  Foun- 
tain and  Eagles  churches,  residing  in  Farmville.  While  in 
Farmville,  July  the  9th,  1912,  he  was  married  to  Miss  An- 
nie Josey,  of  Scotland  Neck. 


TAR   RIVER  HISTORY 


253 


From  Farinvillo  he  went  to  Sawyer's  Creek  Church,  in 
^  the  Chowan  Association.  While  there  he  was  pastor  for  two 
years  at  South  Mills. 

Since  1918  he  supplied  in  Wilmington  and  also  Shiloh 
Church  in  Pender  County.  At  present  (1921)  he  is  pas- 
tor of  the  Hamilton  and  Hobgood  field  in  the  Roanoke 
Association.  He  resides  at  Hamilton,  but  also  preaches  at 
Hobgood  and  Speed. 

He  is  not  a  stranger  to  trouble,  but  the  Lord  has  been 
good  to  him  and  he  lives  on  the  sunny  side  of  life.  He  and 
his  consecrated  wife  have  their  faces  to  the  sunrise  and 
are  pressing  onward  and  upward. 

E.  H.  Herring. 

Brother  Herring  was  born  near  Mt.  Airy,  in  Surry  Coun- 
ty, ISTorth  Carolina,  January  Stli,  1871.  He  studied  at  Mt. 
Airy  High  School,  Pinnacle  Academy  and  spent  three  years 
at  Wake  Forest  College. 

He  was  ordained  at  Halifax,  ^Xorth  Carolina,  October, 
1897.  In  1895  he  served  as  supply  during  the  summer  at 
Mt.  Airy. 

His  first  pastorate  was  of  a  group  of  churches  composed 
of  Halifax,  Tillery.  Dawson,  Bear  Swamp,  Enfield  and 
later  of  Washington  in  the  Tar  River  Association.  This 
work  was  closed  in  1899  or  1900.  Since  then  he  has  been 
pastor  at  South  Side,  Wilmington,  Albemarle,  First  Church 
Concord,  Siler  City,  Rutherfordton  and  Mt.  Olive.  He 
was  pastor  at  Rutherfordton  six  years  and  has  been  at  Mt. 
Olive  nearly  seven  years.  He  was  associational  director  for 
the  Seventy-five  Million  Dollar  Campaign  in  the  Eastern 
Association. 

Being  in  the  prime  of  vigorous  manhood,  his  friends  hope 
that  his  useful  life  may  be  prolonged  for  many  years. 

H.  B.  HiNEs. 

He  was  born  at  Murfreesboro,  Hertford  County,  North 
Carolina,  iVpril  the  10th,  1879.    He  graduated  from  Wake 
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Forest  College  with  the  class  of  1909,  receiving  the  A.  B. 
degree.  Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  spent  one  ses-  * 
sion  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  He  was 
ordained  at  Meherrin  Church,  March  the  19th,  1911,  and 
began  his  first  pastorate  on  the  Cove  City  field.  Craven 
County,  March,  1911.  This  was  a  mission  field.  His  sec- 
ond pastorate  was  on  the  Hyde  County  field,  which  was  also 
a  mission  field,  beginning  April,  1914.  From  Hyde  County 
he  went  to  Spring  Hope,  beginning  his  pastorate  there  April, 
1917,  giving  full  time  to  Spring  Hope  and  serving  Peach- 
tree  and  Macedonia  afternoons  for  a  part  of  the  tiuie  he 
Avas  at  Spring  Hope.  Closing  his  pastorate  at  Spring  Hope, 
September,  1919,  he  accepted  the  Roanoke  Island  field,  w^hich 
is  also  partly  supported  by  the  Mission  Board.  November, 
1919.  He  is  now  located  at  Manteo,  serving  the  only  two 
Baptist  churches  on  the  island.  His  work  in  ihe  Tar  River 
Association  was  confined  to  Peachtree  Church. 

J.  E.  HoCUTT. 

Elder  Hocutt  was  born  in  Wake  County,  iSTorth  Carolina, 
July  7th,  1864.  He  was  the  third  son  of  William  D.  and 
Mary  J,  Hocutt.  In  his  infancy  his  parents  moved  and 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Jolmson  County,  and  reared  a  family 
of  nine  children. 

In  his  childhood  but  little  attention  was  given  to  educa- 
tion ;  from  four  to  six  weeks  being  the  length  of  the  annual 
school  term. 

In  early  life  he  was  impressed  that  it  was  his  duty  to 
preach  the  gospel.  Realizing  the  need  of  preparation  he 
entered  AVakefield  High  School  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  At 
that  time  Professor  W.  T.  Ferrell  and  Rev.  O.  L.  String- 
field  were  associate  principals  of  the  school  at  Wakefield. 
Later  he  continued  his  studies  at  Stanhope,  where  Rev.  A. 
A.  Pippin  was  principal.  In  1892  he  entered  Wake  Forest 
College,  where  he  remained  two  years  and  intended  to  com- 
plete the  course,  but  his  health  failed  him  and  he  was  com- 
pelled to  leave  college. 
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In  1894  he  settled  in  Nash  County,  and  commenced 
teaching.  In  a  very  short  time  a  group  of  churches  called 
him  to  the  pastorate  and  he  was  ordained  at  Stanhope  in 
Nash  County,  by  a  presbytery,  composed  of  Eevs.  W.  C. 
Nowell,  A.  A.  Pippin  and  the  deacons  of  Stanhope  Church ; 
and,  through  all  the  years  since,  he  has  been  fully  occupied 
in  preaching  the  gospel.  He  has  been  pastor  of  every  church 
in  Nash  County,  except  four.  He  was  pastor  at  Samaria 
eleven  years,  at  Ephesus  fifteen  years,  at  Elm  Grove  eighteen 
years,  and  at  Spring  Hope  five  jbslys.  During  this  period 
the  membership  and  contributions  at  Spring  Hope  were  more 
than  doubled.  He  also  served  churches  in  Franklin  County, 
assisted  G.  M.  Duke  in  meetings  and  for  two  years  labored 
in  Edgecombe,  Martin  and  Pitt  counties  as  a  missionary. 

He  has  been  very  successful  in  soul  winning,  and  has 
baptized  many  happy  converts. 

Mr.  Hocutt  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was 
Miss  Ida  Harper,  of  Nash  County.  They  lived  happily 
together  for  nineteen  years,  and  then  answering  the  call  of 
the  Master  she  went  home  to  be  forever  with  the  Lord,  leav- 
ing him  with  seven  children.  He  was  married  again  in 
1920  to  Miss  Ida  Hilliard,  of  Middlesex,  North  Carolina. 

Brother  Hocutt  liv^es  on  his  farm  and  is  greatly  blessed 
as  pastor  of  churches  and  in  his  secular  labors.  He  has 
been  an  important  factor  in  building  up  his  section  of  the 
Tar  River  Association.  He  is  an  ardent  advocate  of  both 
missions  and  education. 

K.  W.  HOGAN. 

Brother  Hogan  is  a  native  of  Montgomery  County,  Nnrth 
Carolina.  He  was  born  near  Star,  December  the  28th, 
1878. 

Education.. 

He  attended  the  neighborhood  ^'Old  Field  Schools,'^  Pop- 
lar Spring  School  near  Star,  High  School  at  Star  and  Sliiloh 
Academy  at  Shiloh,  North  Carolina,  in  Randolph  County. 
He  spent  three  full  years  at  Wake  Forest  College. 
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Ministerial  Worh. 

He  has  served  churches  as  pastor  in  Granville,  Wake, 
Chatham,  Anson,  Union,  Mecklenhurg-  and  Warren  Co\m- 
ties.  In  Tar  River  Association  he  was  pastor  of  Bethesda, 
Gardner's,  Sharon,  and  Vanghan  cliurches,  and  did  con- 
siderable evangelistic  work.  He  now  (1921)  resides  in  Mon- 
roe, North  Carolina,  and  serves  country  churches. 

Mr.  Hogan  is  a  good  preaclier,  possesses  considerable 
evangelistic  qualities  and  is  sincerely  devoted  to  the  work 
of  the  ministry.  His  intelligent,  devout  wife  is  a  great 
help  to  him  in  his  work. 

G.  W.  Holmes. 

Brother  Holmes  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  New  Bethel 
Church,  and  was  pastor  at  Mountain  Grove.  I  do  not  know 
where  he  is  now. 

William  Hooper. 

Dr.  William  Hooper  was  one  of  tlie  ripest  scholars  that 
North  Carolina  has  produced.  He  was  horn  near  Wilming- 
ton, North  Carolina,  in  1 792,  and  was  a  grandson  of  William 
Hooper,  wlio  signed  the  Declaration  of  Independence  for 
North  Carolina.  He  graduated  at  Chapel  Hill  about  1812, 
studied  Theology  at  Princeton,  New  Jersey.  In  1816  he 
was  elected  professor  of  Ancient  Languages  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  North  Carolina. 

In  1818  he  was  consecrated  a  priest  in  the  Episcopal 
Church  and  was  Hector  of  St.  John's  Church  in  Fayette- 
ville,  North  Carolina,  for  two  years.  Having  changed  Iiis 
views  in  regard  to  baptism  he  resigned  his  pastorate  and 
returned  to  the  University  of  North  Carolina  as  professor 
of  rhetoric.  In  1829  he  w^as  transferred  to  his  former  posi- 
tion, the  chair  of  Ancient  Languages. 

He  was  baptized  into  the  fellowship  of  Mt.  Carmel  Bap- 
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tist  Church  in  Orange  County,  Is^orth  Carolina,  in  1831,  bv 
Rev.  Patrick  W.  Dowd. 

He  moved  to  South  Carolina  in  1838,  and  taught  The- 
ology for  two  years  in  Furnian  Theological  Institute  at  the 
High  Hills.  From  Furman  he  went  to  South  Carolina  Col- 
lege as  Professor  of  Ancient  Languages,  where  he  remained 
for  six  years.  In  184r)  he  became  president  of  Wake  Forest 
College ;  but,  the  College  being  financially  embarrassed,  he 
became  discouraged  and  resigned  his  position. 

In  1852'  he  settled  in  Xew  Bern  as  pastor,  and  in  1855 
he  became  president  of  Chowan  Female  Institute,  Avhere  he 
remained  until  1802.  After  this  he  taught  school  in  Fay- 
etteville  for  several  years  and  in  1867  was  associated  as 
principal  with  his  son,  Professor  DeB.  Hooper  at  Wilson, 
Xorth  Carolina.  He  worthily  wore  the  honors  of  Doctor  of 
Divinity  and  Doctor  of  Laws. 

His  whole  life  was  tinged  with  melancholy  on  account  of 
the  killing  of  a  young  lady,  his  cousin,  by  the  accidental 
discharge  of  a  gun  in  his  hands,  while  playing  with  his 
uncle's  children.  Xot  long  before  his  death,  he  wrote  a  let- 
ter to  Professor  Hooper  expressing  tlic  sadness  with  which 
he  was  still  burdened  on  account  of  tliis  unfortunate  occur- 
rence. 

His  work  in  the  Tar  Kiver  Association  was  confined  to 
two  points,  Warrenton  and  Wilson.  He  was  in  1849  and 
1850  co-pastor  with  William  Hill  Jordan  of  the  Warrenton 
Baptist  Church,  and  in  1867  he  taught  in  Wilson. 

N^o  man  in  ^sTorth  Carolina,  or  in  America  for  that  mat- 
ter, wrote  purer  and  more  vigorous  English  than  Dr.  Hoop- 
er. It  is  a  matter  of  great  regi-et  that  he  did  not  publish 
some  of  his  writings  to  bless  future  generations. 

Dr.  Hooper  died  at  Chapel  Hill,  August  19th,  1876,  lack- 
ing only  eleven  days  of  being  eighty-four  years  old.  He 
was  buried  in  the  campus  of  that  University  by  the  side  of 
Dr.  Joseph  Caldwell,  the  founder  of  that  institution. 
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J.  K.  Howell. 

J ames  King  Howell  was  born  in  Granville  County,  North 
Carolina,  about  18r37.  He  graduated  from  Wake  Forest 
College  in  1860.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  by  Corinth 
Church  in  Granville  County  in  1856,  and  he  was  ordained 
by  Wake  Forest  Church  in  1861.  While  a  student  at  AVake 
Forest  College  he  i^reached  regularly  to  the  colored  mem- 
bers of  that  church.  Later  he  was  editor  of  ^'The  Spirit  of 
the  Age,"  published  in  Raleigh,  C.  He  was  author  of  a 
song  book  entitled  Sunday  School  Wreath;"  and  also  a 
'^Bible  Catechism." 

During  his  active  ministry  he  was  pastor  of  various 
churches  and  fields.  Among  them  may  be  mentioned  Hick- 
ory, Selma,  Smithfield,  Kinston,  Yanceyville  and  in  the  Tar 
River  Association  Rocky  Mount,  North  Rocky  Mount  and 
other  nearby  churches.  His  last  work  was  in  the  Tar  River 
Association. 

He  married  rather  late  in  life  Miss  Royster,  a  devout 
woman,  eminently  fitted  to  be  his  companion  and  helper. 

Brother  Howell  was  eminent  for  his  great  humility,  his 
thorough  consecration  and  his  untiring  zeal.  Men  of  these 
characteristics  are  greatly  needed  in  the  ministry. 

James  Dunn  Hufham. 

Dr.  Hufham,  a  son  of  Rev.  George  W.  Hufham,  was  born 
in  Duplin  County,  iSTorth  Carolina,  May  the  26th,  1834. 
In  his  early  boyhood  he  attended  the  local  schools,  but  he 
Avas  prepared  for  college  by  Rev.  Dr.  Sprunt,  of  Keenans- 
ville,  and  graduated  from  Wake  Forest  College  B.  A.  in 
1856,  and  received  the  Master's  degree  in  1860.  In  1878 
his  Alma  Mater  conferred  on  him  the  degi'ee  of  D.  D. 

He  was  baptized  at  Wake  Forest  College  in  February, 
1855,  and  was  licensed  the  same  year  by  Wake  Forest 
Church  to  preach  the  gospel.  He  was  ordained  in  1857  by 
Beulah  Church.  The  ordaining  presbytery  consisted  of 
Revs.  A.  Guy,  B.  F.  IMarable  and  L.  F.  Williams. 
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Immediately  after  his  ordination  Dr.  Hufliam  b(;carae 
pastor  of  Bear  Marsh  Church  in  Duplin  County,  and  con- 
tinued in  this  pastorate  through  1861.  Early  in  1868  he 
began  his  pastorate  with  Sawyer's  Creek  Church  and  re- 
mained through  1870.  Dr.  E.  E.  Overby,  the  pastor  at 
Sawyer's  Creek,  having  been  secured  as  financial  agent  of 
Wake  Forest  College,  Dr.  Hufham  was  called  to  the  pastor- 
ate of  the  church,  and  continued  in  that  rela- 
tion  until  Dr.  Overby's  work  for  the  college  was 
finished  and  then  he  voluntarily  resigned  the  church 
in  order  that  the  former  pastor  might  return  and  resume 
his  work.  While  at  Sawyer's  Creek  Dr.  Hufham's 
second  son,  James  Xeedham,  died  and  was  buried  near  his 
residence;  and  through  the  long  years  that  followed  his  heart 
tenderly  turned  to  that  little  gi-ave.  He  was  very  happy  in 
this  pastorate  and  dearly  loved  the  church  and  remained  a 
member  of  that  church  as  long  as  he  lived.  In  the  early  sev- 
enties he  led  in  organizing  the  Second  Church,  now  the 
Baptist  Tabernacle,  in  Ealeigh,  and  in  December,  1871:, 
assumed  pastoral  charge  of  the  church  and  .vigorously  pressed 
the  work  until  called  to  another  field  of  labor  in  1878.  He 
began  probably  the  greatest  pastorate  of  his  life  ^'n  Scot- 
land 'Neck  in  January,  1878.  This  church  was  in  the  midst 
of  the  territory  of  the  I\ehukee  Association,  which  became 
anti-missionary  in  1827,  in  consequence  of  which,  a  few 
churches  withdrew  from  the  Kehukee  and  formed  the  Tar 
Eiver  Association.  For  fifty  years  of  its  history,  the  Tar 
Eiver  Association  made  comparatively  little  progress  in  the 
territory  east  of  the  Wihiiington  and  Weldon  Eailroad. 
When  Dr.  Ilufhain  went  to  Scotland  Neck  lie  found  a  vast 
field  of  destitution  and  he  at  once  threw  himself  into  the 
great  work  of  winning  the  lost  to  God,  building  up  mis- 
sionary Baptist  churches  and  organizing  the  Tar  Eiver  As- 
sociation for  the  great  mission  work  upon  which  it  entered 
at  Conoconara  Church  in  1878.  The  man  and  the  hour 
met  and  from  that  time  the  progress  of  the  Baptists  in  ^N'orth 
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Carolina  has  been  steady  and  glorions.  Dr.  Hufliam  was 
not  only  pastor  in  Scotland  ^s'eck,  but,  in  a  certain  and  most 
important  sense,  he  was  pastor  of  the  great  missionary  field 
of  the  Tar  Riyer  Association.  Although  physically  feeble, 
he  labored  yigorously  and  untiringly.  Again  and  again  in 
his  buggy  he  trayeled  over  the  large  territory,  preaching  the 
gospel,  laboring  from  house  to  house  and  laying  the  founda- 
tion for  progressive  Baptist  churches  at  strategic  points  in 
the  midst  of  an  anti-missionary  population.  He  remained 
at  Scotland  ^s^eck  until  1891.  In  1891  Dr.  Hufham  resigned 
his  delightful  pastorate  in  Scotland  ^^"eck  and  entered  upon 
the  work  in  Tarboro.  This  was  an  unselfish  and  noble  act. 
He  was  dearly  loved  by  the  Scotland  Neck  people,  but  the 
church  at  Tarboro  was  week  numerically  and  financially  and 
it  was  hopelessly  burdened  by  a  heavy  debt.  Dr.  Hufham 
seeing  the  sad  condition  of  the  Tarboro  Church,  resiste<^l  the 
loving  appeal  of  the  Scotland  ISTeck  Church  and  went  to 
Tarboro  to  raise  the  necessary  funds,  pay  the  debt  and  place 
the  church,  in  a  ])osition  which  would  enable  it  to  go  for- 
ward. In  accomplishing  this  work  he  not  only  labored  in 
Tarboro,  but  he  traveled  all  over  the  State  raising  funds  to 
free  the  church  from  debt. 

Having  finished  the  work  that  he  had  set  before  him  in 
Tarboro,  he  became  ])astor  in  Shelby  in  1894  and  remained 
there  until  the  fall  of  1896,  when  he  returned  to  the  Tar 
River  Association  as  pastor  of  the  First  Church  in  Hender- 
son, where  he  remained  until  1903.  On  account  of  an  in- 
jury from  a  fall  he  resigned  the  church  in  Henderson  in 
the  summer  of  1  90;> :  but  for  a  number  of  years  he  continued 
to  reside  in  the  town.  This  was  his  last  regular  pastorate, 
but  he  continued  to  preach,  as  opportunity  offered,  until 
the  infirmities  of  age  prevented. 

In  all  of  his  pastorates  he  had  a  good  degree  of  success, 
and  enjoyed  the  esteem  not  only  of  the  Baptists  but  of  all  the 
people  in  the  conmumities  where  he  labored. 
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Author  and  Ediior. 

In  18 Gl  Dr.  Tlufliam  purchased  the  Biblical  Recorder 
and  became  editor  and  publisher  of  that  paper.  The  files 
of  the  paper  show  his  excellent  Avork  in  the  Editorial  De- 
partment. "Realizing  that  one  man  cannot  make  a  paper, 
he  succeeded  in  seourinu:  some  of  the  best  writers  of  this 
and  otlier  States  as  regular  and  occasional  correspondents. 
His  connection  with  the  Tvecorder  at  this  time  embraced 
the  four  years  of  the  War  Between  the  States  and  three 
years  of  the  Eeconstrnction  Period.  It  was  a  time  of  great 
liardshi]\  but  he  kept  the  ])aper  alive  through  it  all,  moved 
the  Baptises  to  greater  efficiency  and  made  arrangements  by 
which  tlie  ])aper  was  furnished  to  a  large  number  of  sol- 
diers in  the  Army. 

After  the  close  of  the  war,  while  still  publishing  the  Bibli- 
cal Recorder,  he  and  Dr.  X.  B.  Cobb  published  the  Record, 
a  secular  paper  in  Raleigh.  This  paper,  however,  only 
lived  about  six  months.  As  editor  of  the  Biblical  Recorder. 
Dr.  IFufham,  althougli  a  young  man,  became  widely  and 
favorably  known  throughout  the  State. 

In  1867  he  sold  the  Biblical  Recorder  to  J.  H.  Mills 
and  for  the  time  being  retired  from  the  editorial  work,  but 
in  1874  he  returned  to  tlie  Biblical  Recorder  as  associate 
editor  and  hel-d  this  position  for  three  years.  From  October, 
1896,  through  January.  1900,  Dr.  Tlufham  was  editor  in 
chief  of  the  ^^Xorth  Carolina  Baptist  Historical  Papers." 
In  these  volumes  lie,  ])erhaps^  appears  at  his  best  as  a 
writer,  and  closed  his  life  Avork  as  an  editor. 

In  1867  Dr.  Hufham  wrote  and  published  a  memoir  of 
Rev.  John  L.  Prichard,  who  lay  down  his  life  in  behalf 
of  yellow  fever  sufferers  in  Wilmington,  Xorth  Carolina, 
in  Xovemlxu-,  1862.  This  is  a  most  interesting  little  volume, 
setting  forth  the  life  of  a  really  great  man.  Dr.  Hufham 
wrote  no  other  books.  He  was  too  busy  in  the  practical  ac- 
tivities of  life  to  write  books. 
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Correspondiyig  Secretary. 

In  January^  1871,  Dr.  Ilufham  became  Corresponding 
Secretary  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention  and  vigorously 
prosecuted  the  work  for  four  years.  The  Convention  fixed 
the  salary  at  $1,500.00  per  annum,  but  he  only  accepted 
$1,000.00.  During  this  work  he  laid  the  foundation  on 
which  the  Board  of  Missions  and  Sunday  Schools  is  doing 
the  magnificent  work  of  today.  Xo  matter  who  is  Corre- 
sponding Secretary  we  can  never  forget  that  the  larger  work 
of  the  Convention  began  during  the  administration  of  Dr. 
J.  D.  Hufham. 

Dr.  Hufham  was  Recording  Secretary  of  the  Baptist 
State  Convention  from  1862  through  1867,  and  Correspond- 
ing Secretary  from  1871  through  1874. 

Dr.  Hufham  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Faison,  of 
Sampson  County,  Xorth  Carolina,  July  the  23rd,  186Si. 
She  was  a  pure  and  noble-hearted  woman  and  contributed 
largely  to  the  great  success  achieved  by  her  husband  in  his 
long  and  laborious  ministr3\  She  died  in  Scotland  ^^'eck 
after  seven  weeks  of  intense  suffering  on  February  the  18th, 
1890,  and  was  buried  in  the  Scotland  N'eck  cemetery  by  the 
side  of  the  gTave  of  her  first  born  son.  To  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Hufham  was  born  six  children,  four  sons  and  two  daughters. 
Three  of  the  sons  long  since  preceded  their  father  to  the 
spirit  world ;  one  son,  J.  D.  Ilufham,  of  AVashington,  D. 
C,  and  two  daughters,  Miss  Mary  Hufham,  of  Converse 
College^  South  Carolina,  and  Mrs.  James  B.  Singleton,  of 
Mebane,  T^orth  Carolina,  survive  their  parents. 

When  Dr.  Hufham  was  preparing  for  college  the  physi- 
cian of  liis  fauiily  said  that  it  would  be  exceedingly  unwise 
for  him  to  go  to  college,  as  on  account  of  his  feeble  physical 
condition  ho  would  not  live  to  complete  the  course.  He 
entered  college,  graduated  and  four  years  later  received  the 
Master's  degree,  and  through  much  suft'ering  and  feebleness 
spent  sixty-nine  years  from  the  time  of  his  matriculation 
in  the  most  ardent  and  persistent  labor. 

Dr.  Hufham  Avas  not  only  a  loyal  and  progressive  Baptist, 
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but  was  a  ^^ortli  Carolinian  of  the  strictest  sect.  He  was 
profonndly  interested  in  every  movement  that  had  for  its 
end  the  developnient  and  npbuilding  of  his  State;  and  no 
man  among  us  was  more  familiar  with  the  history  of  the 
State  and  the  men  and  women  who  had  contributed  to  its 
glory  than  he.  Although  intensely  interested  in  denomina- 
tional affairs,  he  always  found  time  to  work  for  the  good 
of  the  State.  He  kept  in  touch  with  all  secular,  social,  edu- 
cational and  industrial  movements,  and  was  the  author  of 
many  of  them.  At  the  dose  of  the  War  Between  the  States, 
the  University  suspended  and  there  was  very  little  hope  of 
its  early  re-opening.  Dr.  Hufham,  although  a  loyal  son 
of  Wake  Forest  College,  and  one  of  its  Trustees,  determined 
that  the  State's  University  should  be  speedily  re-opened. 
He  visited  Chapel  Hill,  beheld  the  deserted  and  desolate 
hall  of  the  University  and  moved  by  indignation  on  account 
of  the  political  corruption  that  had  destroyed  the  institu- 
tion, he  went  vigorously  to  work  to  save  it  and  restore  it  to 
its  former  position  as  the  State  University.  He  wrote  the 
first  article  urging  its  re-opening  and  did  not  rest  until  the 
State  institution  was  again  opened  to  the  reception  of  stu- 
dents and  engaged  in  training  young  men  to  be  worthy  citi- 
zens of  the  State  he  loved.  This  is  only  one  of  the  many 
things  he  did  for  the  good  of  the  State. 

In  Baptist  affairs  from  the  time  he  entered  the  ministry 
until  he  finished  his  work,  he  laid  his  hand  to  every  denomi- 
national enterprise  and  vigorously  pressed  it  to  a  successful 
conclusion.  State  Missions,  Home  Missions,  Foreign  Mis- 
sions and  Education  all  felt  the  beneficial  effect  of  his  great 
mind  and  indomitable  purpose. 

The  great  missionary  movement  in  the  Tar  River  Associa- 
tion is  indicative  of  his  power  to  organize  and  execute.  He 
knew  how  to  draw  around  him  in  his  various  undertakings 
the  most  capable  men  and  women  and  inspire  them  to  un- 
dertake and  finish  the  great  enterprises  that  he  originated. 
We,  perhaps,  are  indebted  to  him'  more  than  to  any  other 
man  for  the  successful  founding  of  the  Baptist  Orphanage, 
the  present  endowment  of  Wake  Forest  College,  the  estab- 


264 


TAR   RIVER  HISTORY 


lisliment  of  Meredith  College  and  the  prominent  place  our 
denomination  holds  among  the  denominations  of  the  State. 

Dr.  Hufham  was  a  truly  great  man,  a  great  preacher,  a 
great  organizer,  a  great  master  of  assemblies  and  he  has  left 
a  great  impress  upon  the  denomination  and  the  State.  In 
advocating  some  great  cause  he  would  often  ruthlessly 
trample  upon  every  one  that  stood  in  his  way  and  then  after 
it  was  all  over  no  one  could  be  more  loving  and  sympathetic 
than  he.  He  was  a  tornado  or  a  zephyr  as  occasion  re- 
quired. 

Having  finished  his  course  and  the  infirmities  of  age  re- 
quiring retirement,  he  patiently  waited  in  the  delightful 
home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Singleton,  until  Sundav  night, 
March  27th,  1921,  when  he  answered  the  divine  call  and 
passed  over  into  the  higher  service  to  be  forever  with  his 
Lord.  ''The  promised  light  at  eventide,"  irradiated, 
crowned  and  glorified  his  long^  useful  and  honored  life. 
ISTow  that  the  nestor  of  JS^orth.  Carolina  Baptists  is  gone,  we 
realize  more  than  ever  before  what  a  great  man  lived  among 
us  and  how  much  he  was  worth  in  the  work  of  the  king- 
dom. 

Verizon  I'Axson. 

Dr.  I^\nson  is  a  native  of  Virginia.  He  has  spent  more 
than  fifty  years  in  preaching  the  gospel.  He  has  held  a 
number  of  important  pastorates  in  his  native  State  and  was 
for  eight  or  ten  years  pastor  of  Riverside  Church  in  Colum- 
bia, South  Carolina.  While  there  he  led  in  building  a  house 
of  worship  and  many  were  added  to  the  church. 

In  Korth  Carolina  his  ])rincipal  work  was  in  the  Tar 
River  Association  as  pastor  of  Bear  Swamp  Church.  In 
this  chnrch  he  conducted  several  successful  evangelistic  meet- 
ings and  greatly  endeared  himself  to  the  church  and  neigh- 
borhood. The  late  Rev.  A.  G.  AYilcox  was  led  into  the  min- 
istry under  the  influence  of  Dr.  I'Anson.  Rev.  B.  A.  Bow- 
ers, of  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  and  the  late  beloved  Paul 
Bowers  were  converted  in  meeting  held  by  him,  and  lie  may 
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liave  been  God's  instniiiiojit  in  directing  their  minds  towards 
the  niinistrv.  He  also  liekl  evangelistic  meetings  in  other 
cliurches  in  the  Association.  He  held  a  series  of  meetings 
at  Jackson,  Northampton  County,  IS^orth  Carolina,  and  or- 
ganized the  Baptist  Chnrch  in  that  town. 

Dr.  I'Anson  has  had  great  success  in  winning  souls  and 
building  church  houses.  Having  lived  more  than  three-score 
and  ten  years  and  suffering  with  high  blood  pressure,  he  is 
now  (1921)  on  the  retired  list;  but  he  preaches  nearly  every 
Sunday  in  his  home  city  of  isTorfolk.  He  has  always  been 
a  popular  preacher^  and  his  services  have  been  in  great  de- 
mand as  jjastor  and  evangelist. 

Charles  Augustus  Jenkins. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Benton,  Mississippi, 
January  20th,  1850 ;  educated  at  the  University  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  afterwards  taught  school  in  Virginia.  He  was  a 
layman  and  vestryman  in  the  Episcopal  Church.  In  1875, 
having  adopted  Baptist  principles  he  iniited  with  the  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Staunton,  Virginia,  and  was  baptized  by  Dr. 
Charles  Manly. 

The  same  year  he  came  to  I^orth  Carolina,  and  became 
principal  of  AVarsaw  High  School.  He  was  from  1886  to 
1893  President  and  Professor  in  Oxford  Female  College. 
He  has  held  a  number  of  important  pastorates  in  IN'orth 
Carolina.  His  only  pastorate  in  the  Tar  Biver  x\ssociation 
was  at  Louisburg;. 

Mr.  Jenkins  is  the  author  of  a  number  of  l)ooks,  Avhich 
have  had  a  large  cii'culation.  Among  them  are  ''Baptist 
Doctrines,"  ^^The  Story  of  Pot-hooks,"  and  "The  Bride's 
Return." 

He  is  an  able  and  eloquent  preacher.  Some  years  ago  he 
retired  from  the  active  pastorate  to  devote  himself  to  litera- 
ture, and  he  now  resides  in  Richmond,  Virginia. 
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Walter  E".  Johnson. 

Dr.  Johnson  was  born  March  the  24th,  1875.  He  is  the 
oldest  of  eleven  children. 

He  was  prepared  for  college  at  Wakefield,  and  he  gradu- 
ated from  Wake  Forest  in  1899. 

His  first  pastorates  were  at  Eoanoke  Kapids  and  Weldon, 
where  he  served  about  two  years.  During  this  period  he 
married  Miss  Eva,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Rev.  George 
W.  Coppedge.  Accepting  a  call  to  Rocky  Mount  he  moved 
to  that  city  and  remained  about  eleven  months.  From  Rocky 
Mount  he  went  to  Delway  and  spent  a  year  with  his  parents, 
during  which  time  lie  was  instrumental  in  starting  Dell 
School.  He  then  went  to  Louisville  Seminary  for  ten  weeks. 
After  which  he  became  pastor  at  Natchitochee,  Louisiana. 

In  1906  he  was  elected  Secretary  of  Missions  in  Loui- 
siana and  served  in  that  capacity  for  two  years.  He  then 
became  pastor  of  Immanuel  Church,  Alexandria,  Louisiana, 
and  was  there  for  seven  months.  From  Alexandria  he  came 
to  be  pastor  at  Wake  Forest,  where  he  remained  for  several 
years,  did  a  jiighly  constructive  work,  and  led  in  the  build- 
ing of  the  elegant  house  of  worship  of  Wake  Forest  Church. 

Having  been  elected  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Missions  at  the  Baptist  State  Convention  of  1915, 
he  took  up  that  work  and  for  five  years  led  the  Baptists 
of  I^orth  Carolina  in  some  of  the  largest  enterprises  in  which 
the  denomination  in  this  State  has  ever  engaged.  Every 
movement  he  inaugurated  was  remarkably  successful. 

On  the  first  of  January,  1921,  he  became  pastor  of  the 
church  at  Baden,  where  he  is  planning  a  campaign  of  great 
usefulness,  and  where  the  material  and  opportunity  for  work 
are  abundant. 

Dr.  Johnson  is  in  the  prime  of  manhood,  is  a  preacher 
of  wonderful  power,  and  has  great  visions,  which  every  man 
must  have,  who  accomplishes  great  things.  It  is  not  sur- 
prising that  lie  succeeds  when  we  think  of  the  inspiration 
from  his  noble  wife. 
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William  Hill  Jordan. 

Mr.  Jordan  was  born  in  Bertie  County,  J^orth  Carolina, 
August  15tli,  1803.  After  the  death  of  his  father^  his 
mother  married  Rev.  Poindexter,  and  by  him  became  the 
mother  of  Rev.  A.  M.  Poindexter,  D.  D.  She  was  a  woman 
of  great  force  of  character,  devoutly  pious,  and  she  conse- 
crated her  sons  at  their  birth  to  the  service  of  God.  To  this 
noble  woman  Southern  Baptists  are  indebted  for  two  of  the 
ablest  and  most  eloquent  preachers,  who  have  distinguished 
their  history. 

Mr.  Jordan  was  educated  at  the  University  of  IN'orth 
Carolina.  He  made  a  profession  of  religion  on  the  9th  of 
December,  1823,  preached  his  first  sermon  December  25th, 
1823,  just  one  month  before  he  was  baptized.  He  preached 
before  he  was  baptized  in  consequence  of  the  pressure  of  his 
brethren  upon  him  to  do  this  work.  lie  was  baptized  by 
Rev.  Reuben  Lawrence,  January  25th,  1824. 

He  always  regretted  that  he  preached  before  he  was  bap- 
tized, but  he  had  no  cause  to  regret  it;  for  a  deep  and  wide- 
spread revival  began  with  this  sermon,  which  extended  over 
several  counties,  and  resulted  in  the  conversion  of  more  than 
two  thousand  souls.  The  Lord  honored  this  service  and  Mr. 
Jordan  should  not  have  regretted  it. 

Elder  Jordan  served  many  churches  in  the  country.  He 
was  also  pastor  of  churches  in  Raleigh,  Wilmington,  Liles- 
ville,  Wadesboro,  and  Warrenton,  N^orth  Carolina,  Clarks- 
ville  and  Petersburg,  \^irginia,  Morristowii,  Pennsylvania, 
and  Sumter,  South  Carolina.  He  was  Corresponding  Sec- 
retary^ of  the  Xorth  Carolina  Baptist  State  Convention  for 
many  years.  He  was  also  twice  agent  for  Wake  Forest  Cob 
lege,  and  ga\'e  liberally  of  his  time  and  money  to  save  it 
from  financial  embarrassment;  and  as  a  Trustee  of  the  in- 
stitution faithfully  worked  for  its  prosperity. 

Mr.  Jordan  settled  in  Warrenton  alx)ut  1845,  and  began 
preaching  in  the  Court  Llouse.  April  14th,  1849,  the  War- 
renton Baptist  Church  was  constituted  and  he  Avas  chosen 
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pastor.  His  preacliing  and  life  in  Warrenton  did  mncli  to 
make  Baptist  principles  and  Baptist  people  respectable  in 
tlie  community. 

Mr.  Jordan  called  himself  a  iiigh  church  Baptist  and 
devoted  much  time  by  voice  and  pen  to  the  vindication  of 
Ihe  distinctive  doctrines  of  Baptists  and  Calvinistic  prin- 
ciples. He  was  a  devout  man  of  God  and  one  of  the  most 
eloquent  men  of  his  day  in  the  State. 

A.  V.  JOYNER. 

Mr.  Joyner  was  born  near  Murfreesboro,  Hertford  Coun- 
ty, 'North  Carolina,  September  25th,  1878. 

Education. 

Ho  attended  the  Woodland  Public  School,  Winton  and 
Bethel  Hill  High  Schools  and  gTaduated  at  Wake  "Forest 
College,  taking  the  B.  A.  degree  in  1907.  He  spent  the 
following  year  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Sem- 
inary, Louisville,  Kentucky. 

June  the  11th,  1909,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Bona  Lassiter,  of  Wake  Forest,  ^^Torth  Carolina,  who  has 
been  an  inspiration  to  him  in  his  work. 

Pastorates. 

He  was  pastor  at  Sharon  and  Gardner's  in  the  Tar  Eiver 
Association  1908-1910,  at  Tarboro,  Js^rth  Carolina,  in  tlie 
Roanoke  Association  1910-1912,  Pullen  Memorial  Church 
in  Raleigh  1912-1914.  In  1914  he  became  pastor  of  the 
church  in  Waynesville,  I^Torth  Carolina,  where  he  remained 
until  1920,  when  he  accepted  a  call  to  Williamston  in  the 
Roanoke  Association  where  he  is  still  (1921)  serving.  He 
is  a  good  preacher,  and  having  the  Shepherd  heart,  he  will 
doubtless  accomplish  great  good  in  the  churches  he  may 
serve. 


TAR   RIVER  HISTORY 


269 


Richard  Green  Kendrick. 

Mr.  Kendrick  was  bom  in  Steele  Creek  Township.  Meck- 
lenburg County^  Xorth  Carolina,  June  3rd,  1867.  He 
studied  at  Furnian  University,  but  graduated  from  Wake 
Forest  College  with  the  M.  A.  degree,  June,  1891.  After 
graduating  from  college  he  taught  two  years  before  deciding 
to  preach;  one  year  as  principal  of  Simpsonville  High 
School,  South  Carolina,  and  the  other  as  professor  of  Latin 
and  German  at  Elon  College,  I^orth  Carolina. 

Having  decided  to  preach  he  entered  the  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  at  Louisville  from  which  he  gradu- 
ated in  June,  1896,  with  the  Th.  M.  degree. 

His  first  pastorate  was  composed  of  Macon,  Weldon  and 
Gardner's  churches  in  ^^orth  Carolina,  where  he  remained 
three  years  and  did  an  excellent  work.  Other  churches 
served  in  Xorth  Carolina  are  Laurinburg,  Spring  Hill,  Mt 
Olive  and  Forest  Avenue,  Greensboro.  He  has  occupied 
important  pastorates  in  'other  States,  notably  Piedmont, 
South  Carolina ;  Parkview  Church,  Shreveport,  Louisiana ; 
and  Parkview  Church,  Portsmouth,  Virginia.  Resigning 
his  Virginia  pastorate  he  did  evangelistic  work  in  the  Neuse- 
Atlantic  Association.  His  present  pastorate  (1921)  is  Rae- 
ford  and  Red  Springs,  INiorth  Carolina,  which  commenced 
April  1st,  1920. 

He  was  married  in  Weldon,  Xorth  Carolina,  June  14th, 
1899,  to  Miss  Leila  Allen.  To  this  union  two  children  have 
been  born,  Mary  and  Elizabeth. 

Mr.  Kendrick  is  a  profound  scholar,  an  able  preacher,  a 
diligent  pastor  and  has  been  remarkably  successful  both  as 
evangelist  and  pastor. 

Martin  Luther  Kesler. 

Dr.  Kesler  was  born  August  the  25th,  1858,  in  Iredell 
County,  Xorth  Carolina.  His  parents  were  C.  W.  Kesler 
and  Elizabeth  Lazenby  Kesler.  He  was  raised  on  the  farm, 
attended  school  at  Cool  Springs  Academy;  later  w^ent  to 
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Moravian  Falls  Academy  and  spent  lliree  years  under  G. 
AV.  Green.  He  entered  Wake  Forest  College  in  the  fall  of 
1885,  graduated  spring  of  1888  with  the  A.  B.  degree.  He 
went  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  that 
fall  and  three  years  later  graduated  there. 

His  first  pastorate  was  Laurinhurg  and  Spring  Hill 
churches  in  Bichmond,  now  Scotland,  County.  From  thence 
he  went  to  High  Point,  Bocky  Mount,  Scotland  Neck,  Mor- 
ganton  and  the  Orphanage.  He  has  been  at  the  Orphanage 
(1921)  sixteen  years.  He  was  at  Bocky  Mount  two  and 
one-half  years  and  Scotland  Xeck  three  years. 

He  was  married  in  1892  to  Miss  Ethel  Bro^vIl,  of  Aiken, 
South  Carolina.    They  have  three  sons. 

He  received  the  degxee  of  H.  D.  from  Wake  Forest  Col- 
lege in  1915.  Dr.  Kesler  is  a  profound  scholar,  an  able 
preacher  and  a  successful  man  of  affairs,  as  is  demonstrated 
by  his  record  as  superintendent  of  the  Baptist  Oi*]3hanage. 
He  is  regarded  a  leader  among  the  greatest  orphanage  men 
in  this  country. 

A.  T.  King. 

Mr.  King  was  pastor  of  Memorial  Church  in  Greenville, 
North  Carolina,  in  1903  and  190-1. 

T.  B.  Kingsbury. 

In  18G5  Dr.  Kingsbury  was  pastor  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Warrenton.  He  changed  his  views  concerning 
Christian  baptism,  was  baptized  in  the  First  Baptist  Church, 
Baleigh,  by  Dr.  T.  H.  Prichard.  Soon  afterwards  he  was 
ordained  as  a  Baptist  preacher.  He  accepted  a  call  to  be- 
come pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Warrenton  and  served 
the  church  two  or  three  years.  He  was  a  profound  scholar, 
possessed  rare  literary  ability  and  was  a  brilliant  preacher. 
While  in  Warrenton  he  published  an  able  book  entitled, 
''What  is  Baptism?"    His  other  writings  would  fill  many 
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volumes,  and  some  of  them  ought  to  be  })iiblished  as  a  monu- 
ment to  his  memory. 

He  conducted  the  affairs  of  the  church  with  marked  abil- 
ity, and  the  church  enjoyed  great  prosperity  under  his  minr 
istry. 

Some  time  in  18G8,  Dr.  Kingsbury  left  Warrenton  to  be- 
come the  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Memphis, 
Tennessee.  After  several  years  he  retired  from  the  minis- 
try, returned  to  J^orth  Carolina,  located  first  in  Ealeigh  and 
afterwards  in  Wilmington,  and  devoted  himself  to  literature. 
A  few  years  ago  he  died  in  Wilmington,  esteemed  the  great- 
est literary  genius  our  State  has  ever  produced. 

J.  H.  Lambeth. 

He  was  educated  at  Wake  Forest  College  and  the  South- 
ern Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  He  served  various  pas- 
torates in  the  State.  His  connection  with  the  Tar  River 
Association  was  as  pastor  of  Memorial  Church,  Greenville, 
where  he  labored  for  several  years,  and  was  highly  esteemed 
as  preacher  and  pastor.  From  Greenville  he  went  to  Person 
County,  where,  after  a  brief  pastorate,  he  died. 

The  night  of  his  death  Eev.  W.  B.  Morton  was  with  him. 
He  said,  ^'Brother  Morton,  I  want  to  lead  in  prayer  to- 
night," and  folding  his  hands  across  his  breast,  he  humbly 
prayed : 

"l^ow,  I  lay  me  down  to  sleep, 
I  pray  thee,  Lord,  my  soul  to  keep. 
If  I  should  die  before  I  wake 
I  pray  thee,  Lord,  my  soul  to  take, 
And  this  I  ask  for  Jesus'  sake. 

Amen." 

In  a  few  minutes  he  was  asleep ;  and  Jesus  heard  his 
prayer  and  took  his  soul.  When  the  strong  preacher  came 
to  the  end  of  the  way,  the  prayer  that  best  expressed  his 
desire  was  the  prayer  of  his  childhood  that  he  learned  at 
Jiis  mother's  knee. 
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J.  D.  Labkiks. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  Wake  Forest  College  and  the  South- 
ern Baptist  Theological  Seminary  at  Louisville,  Kentucky. 
He  was  pastor  in  Henderson  in  1904-1905-1906.  Resigning 
at  Henderson,  he  Avent  to  a  pastorate  in  Georgia,  Avhere  he 
remained  for  several  years.  At  present  (1921)  he  resides 
in  Fayetteville  and  is  pastor  of  Pleasant  Grove  and  Sharon 
in  the  Cumberland  Association.  Brother  Larkins  is  aii 
earnest  preacher,  faithfully  oppose^;  all  manner  of  evil  and 
is  zealous  of  good  work. 

I.  IN".  LorTijf. 

Mr.  Loftin  spent  his  boyhood  in  a  cotton  mill.  He  was 
converted  in  early  life  and  feeling  called  to  the  minietry,  he 
prepared  for  college  at  Buie  Creek  Academy,  gi*aduated  from 
"Wake  Forest  College  and  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary,  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  entered  vigorously 
upon  his  life  work.  His  first  work  was  in  the  Tar  Eivcr 
Association,  where  he  served  as  pa-^tor  of  North  and  South 
Henderson  churches  and  later  of  Xev/  Beth(4  and  Sharon. 
His  work  in  the  Tar  Biver  Association  continued  for  several 
years  and  was  constructive  and  successful. 

Besigning  liis  Tar  River  field  he  became  pastor  of  Black- 
well  ^femorial  Church  in  Elizabeth  City,  Xorth  Carolina. 
Under  his  ministry  the  church  rapidly  grew.  The  building 
was  greatly  enlarged  and  improved  and  Blackwell  Memorial 
became  one  of  the  strong  churches  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Loftin  concluded  his  brief  but  prosperous  ministry  in 
1907  and  obeying  the  divine  call  passed  into  the  higher  ser- 
vice of  the  future. 

Dr.  J.  F.  Love.  : 

Dr.  J.  F.  Love,  now  Corresponding  Secretary  of  our  For- 
eign -Mission  Board,  did  his  first  work  in  the  mission  field  of 
the  Tar  River  Association.    In  answer  to  the  prayer  of 
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Mrs.  S.  B.  Turner,  of  Pamlico  County,  Xortli  Carolina,  and 
her  importunities  through  the  Recorder,  he  turned  from  the 
consideration  of  a  good  all-time  town  church  to  go  into  the 
mosquito  swamps  of  Pamlico  County  in  order  to  satisfy  his 
missionary  conscience  and  answer  the  prayers  of  one  of  the 
best  women  he  ever  knew. 

The  hardship  connected  with  his  journey  from  Elizal>etli 
City  to  the  home  of  Mrs.  Turner  were  trifling  in  comparison 
with  those  he  endured  on  his  mission  field  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Beaufort,  Pamlico  and  Hyde.  He  was  the  only 
Baptist  preacher  in  these  three  counties.  His  extreme  ap- 
pointments on  the  field  were  seventy-five  miles  apart,  and  he 
did  not  miss  an  appointment  during  the  more  than  three 
years  of  his  work  on  that  destitute  field.  He  traveled  bv  day 
and  by  night,  in  sunshine  and  shower,  in  buggy  and  on 
horse-back,  on  ri^-er  craft  and  on  foot.  He  preached  in 
schoolhouses.  farm  houses,  from  wagons  and  on  creek  banks. 
It  was  a  glorious  ministry  and  no  doubt  a  joyous  one.  It 
was  doubtless  this  kind  of  training  that  fitted  the  great 
Secretary  of  ^Missions  for  his  great  work. 

This  mission  field  was  not  really  a  part  of  the  Tar  River 
Association,  but  that  great  layman,  Xoah  Bigg's,  tied  up  the 
interests  of  Pamlico,  Beaufort  and  Hyde  with  the  Tar  River 
by  contributing  to  the  support  of  the  Missionary.  His  sal- 
ary at  first  was  $250.00,  which  was  afterwards  raised  to 
$400.00. 

While  on  this  field  ].>i-.  Love  built  the  cliurch  at  Bayboro 
w4th  small  contributions  which  he  picked  up  over  the  State. 
He  regularly  attended  the  Tar  River  Association,  and  al- 
ways received  a  welcome,  which  warmed  his  heart  for 
months  afterwards,  and  encouraged  him  to  continue  his  itin- 
erating ministry.  He  says  he  ahvays  carried  back  from  the 
Tar  Ri^'er  Association  cash  to  start  the  workmen  anew  on 
the  Bayboro  Church. 

After  something  uiore  than  three  years  spent  in  this  mis- 
sion field,  he  went  to  the  First  Church  in  Rocky  Mount, 
and  after  a  brief  pastorate  there  accepted  a  call  to  the  First 
Church  in  Baltimore.    Since  his  Baltimore  pastorate,  his 
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work  has  been  as  Secretary  of  Mission  Boards,  and  now  he 
IS  favorably  known  and  loved  by  tens  of  thousands  of  peo- 
ple for  his  work's  sake,  as  preacher,  secretary  and  author. 

LuN^CFORD  Alien  Loyd. 

Elder  Loyd  was  a  native  of  that  part  of  Granville,  now 
included  in  \^ance  County,  N'orth  Carolina.  He  was  born 
in  1837  and  died  in  1915  in  the  seventy-ninth  year  of  his 
a 2:0.  His  early  educational  opportunities  were  very  limited. 
He  had  barely  reached  the  age  of  manhood,  when  he  w^as 
united  in  marriage  to  the  widow  Clark.  At  a  military  gath- 
ering in  Oxford  in  1862  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
Army,  and  was  sent  to  Camp  Mangum  near  Ealeigh.  On 
account  of  being  afflicted  wdth  palsy,  he  was  soon  discharged, 
but  he  had  sliown  his  willingness  to  serve  his  country  in  the 
time  of  her  need. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  the  War  Between  the  States  he 
moved  to  Warren  County,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  years  in  'NrAi  County. 

After  coming  to  AVarren  County  he  made  a  profession  of 
religion  and  joined  the  Methodist  Chuich  at  Macon.  A  few 
years  later  he  united  with  the  Baptist  Church  at  AVarren 
Plains,  and  in  1884  began  to  exercise  in  public  as  super- 
intendent of  Sunday  Schools  and  in  conducting  prayer  meet- 
ings. In  1887  he  commenced  preaching  without  license. 
In  1892  he  was  licensed  to  preach  by  Pleasant  Grove 
Church  and  a  year  later  was  ordained  by  the  same  church. 
The  presbytery  consisted  of  K-evs.  G.  Duke  and  R.  D. 
Harper. 

He  served  as  pastor  of  Sharpsbui'g,  Xe  v  Ho])e  and  Tar 
River  churches  four  years  each.  Ha  was  pastor  at  Crocker's 
Chapel  in  1897  and  *^at  Corinth  in  1897  and  189.^.  lie  di3 
considerable  sei*vice  as  an  associational  missionary.  As 
Sunday  School  Superintendent,  leader  in  prayer  meetings, 
pastor  and  missionary,  he  made  soul  winning  his  special 
aim,  and  had  a  good  degree  of  success.  His  work  Avas  lim- 
ited to  the  Tar  River  Association. 
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On  account  of  physical  infirmities,  he  retired  from  the 
active  ministry  and  spent  his  last  years  with  his  children 
near  Macon,  I^orth  Carolina.  He  was  a  beneficiary  of  the 
Board  of  Ministerial  Relief  and  received  a  pension  from  the 
State  as  a  Confederate  Veteran. 

G.  T.  Lumpkin. 

Rev.  G.  T.  Lumpkin  was  born  in  King  and  Queen  County, 
Virginia,  in  the  year  1873.  He  was  the  son  of  Richard 
and  Elizabeth  Lumpkin,  godly,  consecrated  Baptists.  His 
early  years  were  spent  under  the  influence  of  the  historic 
old  Mattaponi  Church,  which  has  sent  out  into  the  min- 
istry more  ministers  than  any  other  Baptist  Church  in  Vir- 
ginia. 

He  was  educated  at  Richmond  College  and  the  Southern 
Baptist  Seminary,  taking  the  B.  A.  degree  at  the  first  of 
these  institutions.  His  first  pastorate  was  at  Weldon  and 
Roanoke  Rapids,  churches  well  known  in  the  Tar  River  As- 
sociation. From  this  field  he  went  to  the  Seminary  and  after 
two  years  was  called  to  Scotland  Xeck  Baptist  Church.  Here 
he  spent  four  years  and  enjoyed  the  fellowship  of  one  of 
the  greatest  churches  in  ^^orth  Carolina.  From  this  field 
he  was  called  to  the  Brown  Memorial  Church  of  Winston- 
Salem'.  For  six  years  he  labored  together  with  the  small 
band  to  build  a  $40,000.00  church  building,  which  was  com- 
pleted and  paid  for  during  his  ministry.  The  church  also 
grew  from  a  membership  of  two  hundred  to  over  four  hun- 
dred and  contributed  largely  to  the  organization  of  five  Bap- 
tist churches  in  the  city  while  he  was  its  leader. 

Three  years  of  his  ministry  was  spent  in  the  delightful 
and  cultured  town  of  Oxford,  and  four  years  ago  (1920)  he 
accepted  the  call  to  Suffolk  to  the  first  Baptist  Church.  This 
work  is  perhaps  his  most  promising.  In  the  short  time 
there  have  been  over  fi  ve  liundred  additions  to  the  church, 
the  church  debt  has  been  paid  and  the  grand  total  of  con- 
tributions has  gone  from  about  $5,000.00  per  annum  to 
nearly  $20,000.00  for  the  year. 
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He  is  yet  in  his  prime  physically  and  if  spared  has  many 
years  of  strength  and  usefulness  left  for  his  Master. 

James  J.  Marshall. 

Mr.  Marshall  is  a  native  of  Warren  County,  ^^'orth  Caro- 
lina. He  was  born  July  18th,  18Y9.  He  was  trained  at  the 
State  School  for  the  Blind,  from  which  he  graduated  June 
the  2'nd,  1902.  He  was  then  ready  for  the  second  year  in 
college.  iTuring  his  course  in  the  institution  for  the  blind 
he  studied  theology,  homiletics  and  A"ew  Testament  inter- 
pretation with  the  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Kaleigh. 

He  was  converted  and  baptized  in  1893.  He  was  at  first 
a  member  of  Gardner's  Church,  but  afterwards  moved  his 
membership  to  the  first  Baptist  Church  of  Ealeigh,  by  which 
he  was  licensed  to  preach  May  the  10th,  1899. 

After  leaving  school  he  did  a  little  supply  work,  sold 
books  as  an  independent  colporter  and  solicited  suljscriptions 
for  the  Kecorder. 

Having  moved  his  membership  to  his  home  church  at 
Vaughan,  he  was  ordained  by  that  church  March  23rd,  1910, 
and  the  church  being  without  a  pastor  he  was  soon  after 
called  to  that  pastorate. 

At  the  session  of  the  Tar  Elver  Association  in  1907  he 
was  unanimously  elected  colporter  and  recommended  to  the 
Tar  Ttiver  brotherhood  as  Missionary-Colporter,  and  he  is 
still  engaged  in  this  work. 

As  missionary,  he  has  organized  three  churches  in  the 
Tar  Eiver  Association  and  one  in  another.  He  has  led  two 
churches,  Wood  and  Thelma,  in  building  good  houses  of 
worship.  He  has  been  pastor  of  the  churches  at  Vaughan, 
Xorth  Warrenton,  Wood,  Eeedy  Creek  and  Thelma.  He 
organized  the  churches  at  Xortli  Warrenton,  Wood  and 
Thelma.  He  is  now  (1921)  pastor  at  Eeedy  Creek  and 
Thelma  and  is  missionary  pastor  of  Johnson  School  House. 
Since  he  has  been  serving  Eeedy  Creek  the  church  has  gone 
to  half  lime  preaching  and  has  gone  forward  along  all  the 


TAR   RIVER  HISTORY 


277 


lines  of  our  denoiiiiiialioiial  work.  Althongh  totally  blind, 
lie  does  his  own  baptizing,  and  is  remarkably  popular  as  a 
pastor.  He  is  an  able  preacher  and  the  work  of  the  Lord 
has  prospered  in  his  hands. 

O.  IST.  Marshall. 

Brother  Marshall  first  saw  the  light  near  Castalia,  in  ^Tash 
County,  IS^orth  Carolina,  September  17th,  1877.  He  made 
a  profession  of  religion  when  he  was  about  fourteen  years 
of  age,  and  united  with  the  Red  Bud  Church.  He  continued 
a  member  at  Red  Bud  until  the  church  at  Castalia  was  or- 
ganized when  he  became  one  of  the  constituent  members  of 
that  body,  and  remained  in  that  connection  until  1905,  when 
he  became  pastor  of  N^orth  Henderson  Church. 

He  was  licensed  to  preach  in  1900  and  having  accepted  a 
call  to  the  Xorth  Henderson  Church,  he  was  ordained  in 
May,  1905.  This  pastorate  continued  four  years.  From 
Henderson  he  went  to  Edgemont  Church,  Durham,  ^N^orth 
Carolina,  where  he  remained  two  and  one-half  years.  He 
then  became  pastor  at  Manteo,  where  he  labored  two  years 
and  then  spent  two  years  as  pastor  at  Seagate.  Following 
the  Seagate  pastorate  he  moved  to  Creswell  and  after  a  lit- 
tle more  than  two  years  there  he  came  to  Stantonsburg  about 
the  beginning  of  1919.  He  is  still  in  this  important  pas- 
torate and  is  doing  a  good  work. 

During  Brother  Marshall's  boyhood  he  was  afflicted  and 
feeble  and  was  barely  able  to  attend  the  free  schools  of  his 
neighborhood,  but  when  he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  ])e- 
lieving  himself  called  of  God  to  preach  the  gospel  he  reso- 
lutely undertook  to  secure  the  best  preparation  he  could  for 
his  liTe  work.  He  first  spent  a  few  months  in  school  at 
Cedar  Rock,  and  then  in  the  fall  of  1899,  he  entered  Wake- 
field High  School,  where  he  studied  four  years.  Both  at 
Cedar  Rock  and  Wakefield  he  worked  as  sexton  and  in  the 
home  and  around  the  house  as  a  servant  to  pay  his  board  and 
tuition.  Entering  AVake  Forest  in  the  fall  of  1903  he  re- 
mained two  years  and  was  then  compelled  to  give  up  the 
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hope  of  completing  a  college  education  on  account  of  physical 
infirmities  and  want  of  means. 

Speaking  of  his  life  work,  Mr.  Marshall  says :  ''I  never 
made  any  distinguished  honors  as  did  some  of  my  fellow 
students,  and  my  ministerial  life  has  not  been  with  very 
much  show ;  but  in  my  church  work,  as  well  as  in  my  school, 
I  have  tried  to  be  honest  to  myself  and  others,  and  true  to 
God  and  faithful  to  his  service.'' 

Mr.  Marshall  married  Miss  Harris,  of  Henderson.  To- 
gether they  ha^'e  faithfully  endeavored  to  work,  no  matter 
how  difficult  the  field,  whereever  God  has  called  them'. 

G.  A.  Martin. 

On  finishing  his  course  at  Louisville  Seminary;  Dr.  Mar- 
tin accepted  a  call  to  Chase  City,  Virginia,  and  remained 
there  about  two  years.  He  then  went  to  Rocky  Mount  in 
the  Tar  Eiver  Association  in  1892  or  1893  and  remained 
there  about  two  years  as  pastor  of  ISTorth  Rocky  Mount  and 
Spring  Hope  churches.  While  in  Rocky  Mount  he  was  hap- 
pily •  married  to  Miss  Huetokah  Marshbanks,  a  B.  A.  of 
Meredith  College.  These  two  years  cover  the  entire  period 
of  his  connection  with  the  Tar  River  Association.  From 
Rocky  Mount  he  moved  to  Wilmington,  I^orth  Carolina,  and 
became  pastor  of  Southside  Church,  where  he  remained  for 
more  than  five  years^  and  his  work  was  greatly  blessed. 
About  five  hundred  were  added  to  the  church  during  this 
time.  While  in  Wilmington  he  was  Moderator  of  the  As- 
sociation, and  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Conunit- 
tee  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Missions.  His  next  pas- 
torate was  at  Thomasville  and  the  Orphanage,  where  he  re- 
mained for  over  four  years,  and  led  in  the  erection  of  the 
new  house  of  worship,  built  a  mission  church  and  Archi- 
l)ald  Johnson  says:  ''Put  the  Baptist  cause  on  its  feet.'' 
He  next  spent  about  tw^o  years  in  Rutherford  ton,  paid  off 
the  church  debt,  bought  a  preacher's  home  for  five  thousand 
dollars  and  paid  it.  Tlie  two  years  he  spent  at  Marion  were 
marked  by  paying  olf  the  church  debt  and  adding  one  hun- 
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dred  and  fifty  to  the  membership  of  the  church.  He  took 
up  the  work  with  the  First  Baptist  Churcli  in  Concord, 
March  the  Ist,  1919.  About  two  hundred  have  been  added 
to  the  church.  Plans  are  on  foot  for  erecting  an  up-to-date 
church  house  of  worship  and  a  good  sum  is  in  hand  toward 
paying  for  it. 

In  May,  1920,  the  North  Georgia  Baptist  College  con- 
ferred the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  on  Brother  Martin. 
Brother  Martin's  pastorates  seem  to  have  been  distinguished 
by  many  additions  to  his  churches,  paying  off  church  debts 
and  building  up  the  cause. 

Hein'Ry  Hamilton  Mashburn. 

Mr.  Mashburn  was  born  in  Macon  County,  E'orth  Caro- 
lina. He  was  prepared  for  college  at  Hiwassee  High  School 
and  graduated  M.  A.  from  Wake  Forest  College  in  1897. 
He  was  licensed  to  preach  by  Cowee  Church  in  1890  and 
was  ordained  by  Flat  River  Union  Church  in  1893.  He 
has  held  several  important  pastorates  in  this  State;  among 
them  were  East  Durham,  Flat  River  Union,  Concord,  Creed- 
more,  Pleasant  Grove,  First  Church,  ~New  Bern,  Louisburg 
and  Edenton.  His  pastorate  at  Louisburg  and  some  evange- 
listic work  constituted  his  only  connection  with  the  Tar  River 
Association. 

His  present  location  is  unknown  to  the  writer.  He  is  a 
close,  clear  thinker  and  an  able  preachei'. 

Braxton  K.  Mason. 

Brother  Mason  was  born  in  Davie  County,  October  12th, 
1868.  He  was  prepared  for  college  at  Fork  Academy,  Davie 
County,  under  Professor  J.  T.  Alderman,  now  of  Hender- 
son, l^Torth  Carolina.  He  graduated  from  Wake  Forest  Col- 
lege in  1891  with  the  degree  of  B.  A. 

After  graduating  he  taught  several  years  at  Dunn,  Apex 
and  Advance.  He  was  ordained  to  the  full  work  of  the  min- 
istry August  26th,  IS 94,  at  Fork  Church.    For  three  yeara 
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lie  liad  charge  of  several  churches  iu  connection  with  school 
duties  at  Advance.  He  then  gave  up  school  work  and  has 
since  devoted  himself  entirely  to  the  ministry.  He  has  held 
the  following  pastorates :  The  First  Church,  Marion,  about 
two  years^  Willianiston  in  the  Tar  River  Association  about 
five  years,  Brown  Memorial,  Winston-Salem,  four  years.  All 
of  these  churches  are  in  North  Carolina.  He  then  went 
to  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Mullins,  South  Carolina, 
and  there  remained  six  years.  From  Mullins  he  moved  to 
Portsmouth,  Virginia,  and  was  pastor  of  the  Fourth  Street 
Church  in  that  city  for  seven  years.  Returning  to  ^^'orth 
Carolina  he  located  in  Greensboro,  where  he  now  (1921) 
resides  as  pastor  of  Asheboro  Street  Church. 

George  W.  May. 

Mr.  May  is  one  of  the  widely  known  pastors  in  the  Staie. 
His  prominence  is  due  to  hard  work,  devotion  to  duty  and 
an  abiding,  active  interest  in  the  people  around  him,  and  in 
whatever  concerns  them. 

He  was  born  March  21st,  1869,  in  the  Cedar  Rock  sec- 
tion of  Franklin  County.  Like  most  of  their  neighbors, 
his  parents  were  unable  to  give  him  more  than  the  educa- 
tion that  ''The  Old  Field  School"  of  that  day  provided. 
Therefore,  he  was  twenty-three  years  old  before  he  was  in 
a  position  to  seriously  undertake  to  secure  a  college  educa- 
tion. He  prepared  himself  for  college  by  cutting  cord  wood 
at  thirty-five  cents  per  cord,  often  working  until  late  at 
night  to  earn  the  money  to  pay  for  his  schooling. 

He  was  converted  in  1885,  and  feeling  that  he  was  called 
to  preach  entered  Wake  Forest  College  and  struggled  on 
in  the  face  of  great  financial  embarrassment,  until  he  gradu- 
ated B.  A. 

j\fr.  May  has  served  the  following  churches  in  the  Tar 
River  Association  since  May,  1893,  Sulphur  Springs  in 
AVarren  County,  Turkey  Branch,  Bear  Swamp  and  Anti- 
och  in  Halifax  County;  Cypress  Chapel,  Mt.  Hebron  and 
Rock  Springs  in  Franklin  County;  Red   Oak,  Pleasant 
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Grove,  Hickorv,  Samaria,  Stanhope,  Castalia,  Nashville 
and  Fishins:  (^'eek  in  Kash  County,  and  l^ew  Bethel  in 
Vance  Connty. 

Durinsr  this  period  Mr.  May  not  only  earnestly  and  ac- 
tively enii"ai>ed  in  the  work  of  the  ministry,  but  he  also  la- 
bored untiringly  for  the  educational  and  material  develop- 
ment of  the  section  in  which  he  operated.  He  has  always 
stood  for  o'ood  roads,  better  homes  and  improved  school  fa- 
cilities. The  schools  at  Castalia  and  Red  Oak  are  momi- 
ments  to  his  wise  and  untiring  efforts  and  the  magnificent 
church  building  at  Red  Oak,  which  cost  $25,000,  indicates 
his  leadership  in  building. 

Mr.  May  has  the  heart  of  a  missionary  and  the  destitu- 
tion of  Eaptist  preaching  in  the  Hyde  County  Mission  Field 
appealed  strongly  to  him.  He,  therefore,  resigned  his  de- 
lightful ])astorate  at  Red  Oak;  and,  accepting  work  under 
the  Board  of  Missions,  moved  to  Fairfield  and  became  pas- 
tor of  that  great  mission  field  composed  of  three  small 
churches,  Sw^an  Quarter,  Rose  Bay,  Baum  Town  and  two 
out  stations,  Fairfield  and  Newlands. 

Brother  May  strikingly  resembles  in  his  preaching,  char- 
acteristics, methods  and  even  in  personal  appearance  his 
distinguished  uncle,  the  late  George  M.  Duke. 

Marshall  V.  McDuffie. 

He  was  born  in  Fayetteville,  North  Carolina,  graduated 
B.  S.  from  Wake  Forest  College  and  was  ordained  by  AVake 
Forest  Church  in  May,  1880.  His  only  connection  with 
the  Tar  River  Association  was  as  pastor  of  the  First  Church 
in  Henderson,  where  he  remained  about  six  years,  during 
which  time  he  completed  the  house  of  worship,  which  has 
just  been  vacated  for  the  new  building  which  is  now  in 
process  of  erection. 

From  Henderson,  Mr.  McDuffie  went  to  Livingston  Ave- 
nue Church,  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey. 

Since  leaving  Henderson  he  has  not  held  a  pastorate  in 
the  South,  but  he  has  made  good  as  a  preacher  and  pastor 
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and  has  been  in  o-reat  demand  in  the  Middle  and  Xew  Eno-- 
land  States. 

J.  A.  McKaughaivt. 

He  was  horn  at  Dohson,  the  county  seat  of  Suriy  Connty, 
Septeml)er  22nd,  1861.  He  attended  the  public  schools  in 
his  boyhood  days  from  two  to  four  months  during  the  win- 
ter seasons.  He  entered  high  school  at  Booneville,  Korth 
Carolina,  under  the  late  Professor  R.  L.  Patton,  when  he 
was  nineteen  years  old,  and  from  him  he  got  his  inspira- 
tion and  thirst  for  an  education.  He  continued  high 
school  work  from  time  to  time  for  three  years.  Then  later 
after  spending  some  time  preaching  and  working  on  the 
farm  he  entered  \\'ake  Forest  College  and  remained  three 
years  and  was  then  forced  to  leave  on  account  of  financial 
conditions. 

He  commenced  a  mission  pastorate  in  Halifax  County  in 
the  fall  of  1894,  with  his  home  at  Enfield,  and  he  stayed  on 
that  work  three  years.  He  served  Enfield,  Dawsons,  Til- 
lery,  Conoconara  and  Halifax  churches,  and  the  Penitentiary 
Farm  Camp  near  Tillery  one  Sunday  evening  and  preached 
at  schoolhouses  the  other  three  Sunday  evenings.  He  re- 
signed that  work  and  accepted  a  call  to  Albemarle,  and 
entered  on  the  work  there  on  the  fourth  Sunday  in  De- 
cember, 1897,  and  remained  just  four  years.  His  next 
regular  pastorate  was  in  Robeson  County  with  Lumber 
Bridge,  Fairmont,  Bear  Swamp  and  Back  Swamp  churches, 
and  in  connection  with  this  pastorate  he  was  principal  of 
the  school  at  Fairmont.  He  remained  with  this  pastorate 
three  and  one-half  years  and  went  to  Bi-ooklyn  Church  (now 
Calvary),  Wilming-ton,  which  he  served  about  three  years, 
and  from  there  lie  was  called  to  Christiansburg,  Virginia. 
He  was  in  ^^irginia  ten  years  and  served  in  the  following 
pastorates:  Christiansburg,  Radford,  Vinton  and  Burrows 
^femorial  Church,  ^^orfolk.  He  came  from  Norfolk  to 
Rutherfordton  the  first  of  May,  1917,  and  has,  therefore, 
entered  on  his  fourth  year  with  that  church. 
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Brother  ^rcKai],i»'han  is  a  preacher  of  decided  worth,  and 
has  been  gi'eatlv  blessed  of  God  in  his  work.  He  has  the 
gift  of  evangelism  and  as  a  leader  develops  his  churches 
and  brings  things  to  pass. 

Duncan  McLeod. 

He  was  born  in  Raleigh,  Xorth  Carolina.  He  was  licensed 
to  preach  by  Sandv  Level  Church,  and  he  was  ordained  by 
the  Tabernacle  Church  of  Ealeigh,  January  11th,  1885. 

His  pastorates  up  to  1899  were  Samaria,  Salem,  Swift 
Creek,  Bethlehem,  Beaufort,  AVashington  and  Selma,  in 
l^orth  Carolina.  He  was  pastor  in  Petersburg,  AVesteru 
Branch,  Caloose  and  Portsmouth,  in  Virginia.  His  con- 
nection with  the  Tar  River  Association  was  as  pastor  at 
Samaria,  Salem,  Swift  Creek  and  AVashington.  This  brings 
his  career  up  to  the  ]>eginning  of  the  twentieth  century. 
Since  then  lie  has  held  several  pastorates  in  the  State,  but 
I  do  not  know  of  his  present  work.  He  is  a  good  preacher 
and  stands  well  with  the  brethren. 

Alexander  Gilmer  McManaw^ay. 

Dr.  McAIanaway  Avas  born  in  Chamblissburg,  Virginia. 
He  graduated  from  Richmond  College  in  1877.  He  Avas 
licensed  to  preach  in  February,  1873,  and  ordained  in  June, 
1874,  by  Beaver  Dam  Church,  Kentucky.  He  studied  at 
the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  and  received  the 
degTeo  of  D.  D.  from  Ivea  College,  Louisiana,  in  1891. 

During  his  ministry  he  supplied  College  Hill  Church, 
Lynchburg,  A^irginia,  in  1878^  he  w\as  pastor  of  Blacksburg, 
Virginia,  from  1878-1881.  After  coming  to  i^orth  Caro- 
lina he  v/as  ])astor  in  Loiiisburg  and  Franklin  from  1881  to 
188G,  and  of  First  Church,  Charlotte,  :North  Carolina,  from 
January,  1886  to  1892,  in  1890  he  edited  a  volume  onritle<l 
'^Spurgeon's  Greatest  Sermon.'' 

He  left  Charlotte  in  1891  and  was  for  some  time  Secre- 
tary of  Missions  in  Arkansas,  and  was  President  and  Finan- 
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cial  Agent  of  the  College  in  that  State.  While  serving  in 
the  latter  position  he  received  injuries  from  the  explosion  of 
a  kerosene  lamp,  from  which  he  never  recovered.  He  was 
a  popular  preacher  and  did  a  good  deal  of  work  as  an 
evangelist. 

J.  M.  McManaway. 

Mr.  McManawav  was  born  at  Chamblisshurg^  Virginia. 
He  was  educated  at  Richmond  College  and  the  Southern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  closing  his  studies  at  the  lat- 
ter institution  in  1882.  He  was  ordained  in  August,  1882, 
by  Beaver  Daui  Church,  in  Virginia.  He  has  been  pastor 
of  various  churches,  Jerusalem  and  Black  Creek,  Virginia, 
supply  at  Bedford,  Indiana,  pastor  at  Afidway,  Kentucky. 
In  ^^orth  Carolina  he  was  pastor  at  Wilson,  Tarboro  and 
Shelby.  Later  he  served  other  churches  in  the  South.  He 
was  also  pastor  for  several  years  at  Big  Stone  Gap,  Vir- 
ginia, since  which  time  he  has  labored  in  Louisiana  and 
Missouri  and  several  important  pastorates. 

Isaac  Moeton  Mercer, 

r 

Dr.  Mercer  is  a  native  of  Richmond,  Virginia.  He  re- 
ceived the  M.  A.  degi'ee  from  Richmond  College  in  1878  and 
J).  D.  from  the  same  institution  in  1890.  He  graduated 
from  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  He  was 
licensed  in  1880,  and  ordained  by  the  Second  Church,  Rich- 
mond, Virginia,  in  1883.  He  has  held  the  following  pas- 
torates in  Virginia.  South  Boston,  Black  Walnut,  Bethear, 
First  Church,  Alexandria,  and  Tabernacle  Church,  Rich- 
mond ;  in  South  Carolina,  he  was  pastor  of  Pendleton  Street 
Church,  Greenville ;  in  ISTorth  Carolina,  Washington  Church, 
about  two  years,  First  Church,  Rocky  Mount,  eight  years 
and  four  months,  First  Church,  Thomasville,  and  the  Or- 
phanage Church,  about  four  years.  He  has  been  with  the 
First  Church  in  Wilson  (1921),  a  little  over  two  years. 

His  connection  with  the  Tar  River  Association  was  with 
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the  cliiircli  in  Wasliiiigtoii  and  with  the  First  Chiu'ch,  Kocky 
Mount.  While  in  Kocky  Mount,  in  addition  to  his  work 
with  the  First  Church,  he  led  in  planting  and  organizing 
Calvary,  which  is  our  fourth  church  in  that  city.  He  so 
wisely  managed  in  the  founding  of  this  church  tliat  on  the 
day  it  was  organized,  a  church  building  was  provided  for  it 
free  of  debt.  He  also  led  the  First  Church  in  Eocky  Mount 
in  building  the  present  parsonage  and  in  erecting  its  present 
commodious  house  of  worship. 

Dr.  Mercer  is  an  able  preacher,  a  safe  leader,  wise  in 
counsel,  and  one  of  the  best  loved  preachers  among  us. 

Geobge  Li^:dsay  Merrill. 

George  Lindsay  Merrill  was  born  in  Davie  County,  Xorth 
Carolina,  September  26th,  1855.  He  was  the  son  of  Ben- 
jamin Smith  and  Elizabeth  Leach  Merrill.  His  father  was 
a  descendant  of  the  family  who  w^ere  among  the  first  settlers 
prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War,  of  the  Jersey  settlement  six 
miles  south  of  Lexington,  Davidson  County,  Xorth  Carolina. 
He  Avas  baptized  by  Elder  William  Turner  into  the  fellow- 
ship of  Fork  Church,  Davie  County,  in  March,  1872.  He 
attended  Jerusalem  and  Fork  Church  Academies,  in  Davie 
County,  and  entered  Wake  Forest  College^  September  2nd, 
1884,  taking  the  B.  L.  degree,  June,  1889.  He  was  or- 
dained in  Salisbury  the  fifth  Sunday  in  July,  1889.  He 
served  churches  in  the  Sandy  Creek  Association  from  1889 
to  1894;  and  in  the  Montgomery  Association  1895-1896. 
Fie  did  city  mission  work  in  Xorth,  East  and  South  Greens- 
boro and  organized  the  church  now  known  as  Walnut  Street. 
Asheboro  Street  Church  is  an  outgrowth  of  this  mission. 
He  was  in  Greensboro  ten  months.  On  November  the  1st, 
1897,  he  moved  to  Hobgood,  in  the  Tar  River  Association, 
where  he  lived  until  September  15th,  1904;  then  he  moved 
to  Rocky  Mount  and  was  there  until  the  first  of  November, 
1907,  rounding  out  ten  years  of  service  in  the  Tar  River 
Association.  During  these  ten  years  he  was  pastor  at  Hol> 
good,  Gethsemane,  Dawson,  Everetts,  Eagles   and  Xorth 
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Kocky  Mount  churches:  and  preached  at  Braswells'  Cross 
Eoads,  Spring  Hill  and  the  Henry  Parker  School  House  as 
mission  points.  He  also  built  church  houses  and  organized 
churches  at  Oak  City,  Speed,  Ebenezer,  and  Arlington 
Street,  Rocky  Mount ;  and  was  pastor  of  the  new  churches. 
He  did  mission  work  in  Hyde  County  under  appointment 
of  our  Board  of  Missions,  in  co-operation  with  the  Yeopin 
Union  of  the  Chowan  Association^  from  [N'ovember  1st,  1907, 
to  January,  1912.  He  built  the  house  and  organized  the 
church  at  Swan  Quarter.  The  parsonage  was  nearly  com- 
pleted while  he  was  there.  He  also  preached  regularly  at 
six  other  points  in  Hyde  County.  In  1912  and  1913,  living 
at  Waxhaw,  Union  County,  he  served  four  churches  in  Union 
Association  and  one  church  in  South  Carolina,  where  he  se- 
cured a  lot  upon  which  a  new  church  has  been  built.  In  1914 
he  served  the  Onslow  County  Mission  Field  in  the  I^euse- 
Atlantic  Association,  composed  of  Northeast,  Bear  Creek, 
Grant's  Creek,  and  Spring  Hill  churches. 

He  is  now  (1921)  and  has  been  for  six  years,  an  em- 
ployee of  the  Thomasville  Baptist  Orphanage — three  years 
at  the  Kennedy  Memorial  Home,  and  three  years  at  Thom- 
asville. 

During  the  whole  twenty-five  years  of  his  pastoral  work, 
his  salary  was  more  or  less  supplemented  by  the  Board  of 
State  Missions. 

Junius  William  Millard. 

Dr.  Millard  Avas  born  in  Clinton,  IsTorth  Carolina.  Jan- 
uary 23rd,  1870.  He  was  educated  in  private  schools, 
Goldsboro  Graded  School,  Wake  Forest  College  and  the 
Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary. 

He  was  ordained  by  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Golds- 
boro during  a  session  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention  in  that 
city.  His  first  pastorate  was  in  Henderson  in  1895  and 
1896,  and  this  was  his  only  connection  with  the  Tar  River 
Association. 

On  November  4th,  1890,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
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Miss  ATary  Frances  Weakley.  Of  this  Tinion  there  were 
two  children  who  survive  their  father,  Junius  Weakley  ^lil- 
lard  of  the  U.  S.  A.  Xavy,  and  Laura  Elizabeth  ^[illard, 
who  Jives  with  her  mother  in  Sliellm'ille,  Kentucky. 

His  fame  as  a  preacher  rapidly  spread  and  in  the  spring 
of  1S96  he  accepted  an  urgent  call  to  the  pastorate  of  Eutaw 
Place  Baptist  Church,  Baltimore,  ^Maryland,  and  at  once 
entered  upon  his  work  with  that  gi-eat  church.  He  con- 
tinued in  this  work  until  1905,  when  liis  health  having  failed 
and  a  warmer  climate  being  essential  to  him,  he  resigned 
the  Eutaw  Place  Church  and  became  pastor  of  the  Ponce 
de  Leon  Baptist  Church,  Atlanta,  Georgia.  He  led  this 
church  in  erecting  a  house  of  worship  which  stands  as  a 
monument  to  his  memory.  Under  his  pastorate  the  churcli 
was  tirmly  established :  the  membership  increased  to  the  hun- 
dreds and  the  church  body  organized  as  a  working  unit. 
Realizing  that  failing  health  would  not  permit  him  to  con- 
tinue in  the  pastorate,  lie  resigned  his  much-loved  work  at 
Ponce  de  Leon  Church  and  entered  into  secular  business. 
In  this  untried  field  he  was  eminently  successful. 

Eealizing  that  time  with  him  was  short,  he  worked  fast 
and  although  his  last  years  were  devoted  to  secular  life,  he 
could  not  entirely  give  up  his  loved  work  of  preaching  the 
gospel  and  so  he  served  the  Jackson  Hill  Church,  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  and  led  that  church  to  reorganize  and  become  pros- 
perous. 

December  8,  1912,  he  filled  his  pulpit  for  the  last  time, 
delivered  his  message  and  returned  home,  and  that  night  re- 
sponded to  the  divine  call  and  went  Home  and  doubtless 
into  higlier.  sweeter  service  than  he  had  ever  knowm  on 
earth. 

H.  Reid  Millee. 

H.  Reid  Miller,  born  in  Ballantrae.  Ontoria,  Canada, 
April  13,  1870.  When  but  a  child  his  parents  moved  to 
Stouft'ville,  Ontario,  where  he  spent  the  early  years  of  his 
manhood.    LEere  lie  pursued  his  studies  until  his  entrance 
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into  high  school.  When  but  a  youth  he  decided  that  the 
profession  of  medicine  was  his  vocational  calling.  At  his 
conversion,  however,  his  religious  experience  opened  up  a 
new  world  to  hiui.  At  once  he  actively  engaged  in  Chris- 
tian work  in  the  circles  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Bible 
study  took  a  very  serious  form  with  him,  and  as  a  result  of 
searching  the  Scriptures  he  united  with  the  Baptist  Church, 
being  baptized  at  the  hands  of  Rev.  AV.  S.  Barker,  pastor  of 
the  local  church  at  that  time. 

Very  soon  after  baptism  there  arose  a  serious  conflict 
with  former  plans.  The  voice  of  the  Master  called  him  to 
forsake  all  and  preach  the  gospel,  and  there  was  no  peace- 
ful satisfaction  until  he  submitted  to  the  divine  call. 

In  September  of  1889  he  appeared  before  the  Ministerial 
Board  at  Woodstock  College  and  was  accepted  as  a  minis- 
terial student  in  the  above  institution.  Mr.  Miller  received 
his  training  at  Woodstock  College  and  McMaster  Hall,  To- 
ronto, Ontario.  Here  he  was  appointed  by  the  Missionary 
Board  as  student  pastor  of  Queen  Street  Baptist  Church,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  eighteen  months. 

In  the  spring  of  1895  he  accepted  a  call  to  the  Baptist 
Church  of  Meridian,  New  York,  where,  on  the  27th  day  of 
August  of  the  same  year  he  was  ordained  to  the  ministiy 
of  the  gospel. 

December  24th,  1895,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Cathe- 
rine Adelaide  Davis,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  L.  Davis, 
of  Meridian,  ^^ew  York. 

Having  served  this  church  four  and  one-half  years,  he 
accepted  a  call  to  the  Baptist  Church  at  Geneseo,  Xew  York. 
After  fourteen  months  of  pastoral  service  here  he  was  re- 
called to  the  Meridian  Church.  1903  he  became  the  pas- 
tor of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Ripley,  Xew  York.  During  this 
pastorate  he  was  invited  to  supply  the  pulpit  of  the  Wat- 
tlesburg  Methodist  Church,  about  two  miles  distant.  Xot 
because  he  was  aggressive  with  Baptist  views,  but  as  a  re- 
sult of  answering  many  questions  pertaining  to  the  same, 
the  entire  church  was  ^'buried  with  Christ  in  Baptism,"  re- 
organized, and  is  known  as  Wattlesburg  Baptist  Church  to- 
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day.  1906  he  became  pastor  of  Lowell  Avenue  Baptist 
Church  of  the  city  of  Syracuse,  Xew  York.  1909  he  ac- 
cepted a  call  to  the  Baptist  Church  at  Webster,  'New  York. 
1913  he  began  his  pastorate  with  the  Baptist  Church  at 
Mount  Morris,  Xew  York.  During  this  pastorate  he  vis- 
ited friends  at  Enfield,  ISTorth  Carolina,  who  were  formerly 
members  of  his  Bipley  charge.  So  delightful  was  this  visit 
to  the  Southland  he  determined  that  should  the  opportunity 
be  afforded  him  he  would  not  delay  in  casting  his  lot  with 
the  splendid  people  of  [N'orth  Carolina.  After  two  years 
of  prayerful  waiting,  the  Baptist  Church  of  Littleton,  Xorth 
Carolina,  extended  him  a  call  and  he  settled  on  the  field 
the  first  of  September,  1917.  This  pastorate  has  been  sig- 
nally blessed  in  many  ways.  The  new  church  edifice  was 
barely  under  process  of  construction,  though  the  foundation 
was  laid  several  years  ago.  This  magnificent  brick  church 
has  been  completed,  and  is  a  credit  to  the  State.  The  open- 
ing services  were  held  May  16,  1920.  Together  with  the 
Littleton  field,  Brother  Miller  has  served  Enterprise  Church 
with  an  afternoon  service  once  a  month  since  January,  191S, 
and  the  Fishing  Creek  Church  with  a  second  Sunday  morn- 
ing service  since  ^N'ovember,  1918.  At  this  writing  (1923) 
he  is  just  conipleting  his  sixth  year  with  the  Littleton 
Church. 

JoHx  W.  Morgan. 

Brother  Morgan  was  born  Luly  1st,  1870,  near  the  little 
town  of  Sperryville,  Rappahannock  County,  Virginia.  In 
his  early  boyhood  his  parents  moved  to  Culpepper  County, 
where  he  grew  up.  He  studied  for  a  year  or  two  in  the 
University  of  Missouri.  He  graduated  from  Richmond  Col- 
lege witli  a  degree  of  B.  A.  in  1899. 

In  the  fall  of  1899  he  entered  Crozer  Seminary  and  com- 
pleted the  three-year  course.  After  which  he  married  Miss 
Adele  Coulter,  an  accomplishd  lady  of  Chester,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Mr.  Morgan  spent  two  or  three  years  as  pastor  in  Wei- 
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don,  ^ortli  Carolina.  Since  leaving  Weldon  lie  has  worked 
as  follows:  About  three  years  at  Alderson,  West  Virginia; 
a  year  in  special  Avork  in  Louisville  Seminary,  serving  mean- 
while at  'New  Albany,  Indiana.  Leaving  the  Seminary  he 
canie  to  Henderson,  Xorth  Carolina,  where  he  remained 
about  two  years.  Closing  his  Henderson  work  he  spent  a 
year  in  the  L^niversity  of  Wisconsin.  While  there  he  served 
as  Baptist  student  pastor  at  the  University.  He  continued 
in  this  work  about  two  years.  After  which  he  was  pastor 
at  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa.  He  is  now  (1921)  serving  a  rural 
field  at  Locust  Dale,  Virginia.  As  a  preacher,  Mr.  Morgan 
is  a  man  of  recognized  ability,  and  he  and  his  excellent  wife 
would  fill  worthily  the  place  of  pastor  and  pastor's  helper 
in  any  community. 

S.  L.  Morgan. 

\ 

Brother  Morgan  is  a  native  of  Sperryville,  Rappahannock 
County,  Virginia,  where  he  was  born  September  23rd,  1871. 
He  was  reared  in  Culpepper  County,  where  his  parents 
moved  during  his  boyhood.  He  entered  Richmond  College 
Avith  his  brother,  John,  took  the  same  course  and  gradu- 
ated at  the  same  time  with  the  degree  of  B.  A.  While  in 
college  he  was  president  of  one  literary  society,  won  its 
medal  for  improvement  in  debate  and  also  the  best  writer 
medal  Avhich  was  given  jointly  by  the  two  societies. 

He  entered  Crozer  Seminary  in  the  fall  of  1899  and  took 
the  three  years'  course.  Leaving  the  Seminary,  he  became 
pastor  at  Fairmont,  West  Virginia,  where  he  spent  two  years. 
Since  leaving  Fairmont,  his  work  has  been  entirely  in  North 
Carolina. 

Since  coming  to  this  State  he  has  served  the  following 
pastorates :  Littleton,  three  years ;  Red  Springs  and  Max- 
ton,  two  years;  Burlington,  three  and  one-half  years;  Hen- 
derson nearly  nine  years.  About  twelve  years  of  his  work 
in  North  Carolina  has  been  in  the  Tar  River  Association. 

Brother  Morgan's  work  has  been  progressive  and  con- 
structive.   He  is  now  (1921)  leading  the  church  in  Hen- 
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dersou  in  the  erection  of  one  of  the  best  houses  of  worship 
in  the  State,  lie  is  a  preacher  of  decided  ability,  and  his 
wife,  wlio  was  formerly  Miss  Isabelle  Robeson,  is  a  help- 
meet indeed. 

B.  E.  MoRPtis. 

Brother  Morris  was  born  and  partly  reared  in  Gaston 
County,  near  Stanley,  Xorth  Carolina.  The  date  of  his 
birth  is  August  29th,  1889.  His  father,  Rev.  John  Morris, 
was  seriously  injured  when  he  was  but  twelve  years  old. 
This  injury  canceled  his  education  opportunities  for  early 
life.  When  he  was  seventeen  he  spent  part  of  one  session 
in  the  graded  scliool  at  Stanley,  having  saved  a  few  dollars 
which  furnished  him  the  opportunity.  He  made  no  more 
efforts  toward  an  education,  until  he  entered  the  ministry  in 
1912.  He  was  then  twenty-three  years  of  age.  One  year 
previous  to  this  date  he  was  married  to  Miss  Connie  Mar- 
garet Abernethy  of  Alexis,  Gaston  County,  Xorth  Carolina. 
He  was  converted  and  joined  Bruington  Baptist  Church 
when  eighteen  years  of  age,  being  baptized  by  Rev.  I.  T. 
ISTewton,  July,  1908.  Four  years  later  he  decided  to  enter 
the  ministry  and  was  licensed  to  preach  December  1-1,  1912', 
hy  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  was  then  a 
member.  He  was  ordained  by  the  same  church  May  25, 
1916.  In  May,  1916,  he  graduated  at  South  Fork  Insti- 
tute, Maiden,  Catawba  County,  Xorth  Carolina,  l>eing  presi- 
dent, orator  and  poet  of  the  senior  class.  He  was  also  one 
of  the  commencement  speakers.  He  entered  Wake  Forest 
Collge  in  the  fall  of  1916  and  received  the  B.  A.  degree  in 
the  spring  of  1920. 

In  the  spring  of  1920  he  was  one  of  the  representatives 
of  Wake  Forest  College  in  the  Colgate-Wake  Forest  debate 
in  Washington,  D.  C,  at  the  opening  of  the  Southern  Bap- 
tist ConA'ention.  He  received  the  ]\[.  A.  degree  from  Wake 
Forest  College  in  1921. 

When  he  came  to  ^^'ake  Forest  in  1916  he  resigned  his 
pastoral  work  in  the  South  Fork  Association.    Soon  after 
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entering  Wake  Forest  lie  was  called  to  Corinth  Chnrch,  of 
which  he  was  pastor  for  three  years,  having  resigned  the 
work  there  in  December^  1919.  He  was  also  pastor  of  Mar- 
niaduke  Church  part  of  the  year  1917  and  all  of  the  3^ear 
1918.  He  is  now  (1921)  pastor  of  Maple  Spring,  White 
Level  and  Hickory  Rock  in  the  Tar  River  Association,  hav- 
ing accepted  tlie  work  at  Maple  Springs  in  the  fall  of  1919 
and  the  work  of  the  other  two  churches  with  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1920. 

Wilson  Bunyan  Morton. 

Dr.  Morton,  the  youngest  son  of  Rev.  Edward  C.  Morton, 
was  born  at  Lilesville,  North  Carolina,  February  19th,  1856. 
His  father  died  when  he  was  quite  young;  a  few  years 
later  his  mother  was  killed  by  lightning  and  he  was  left  an 
orphan  Avith  a  little  sister  three  years  younger  than  him- 
self entirely  dependent  upon  him. 

After  providing  for  his  sister,  he  undertook  to  educate 
himself  and  by  his  ow^i  untiring  efforts  prepared  himself 
for  college  at  Lilesville  Academy^  when  Dr.  Xeedham  B. 
Cobb  was  principal  of  that  school.  He  graduated  from  Wake 
Forest  College  and  studied  for  two  years  at  the  Southern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  He  left  the  Seminary  in 
1885  and  at  once  entered  upon  the  work  of  the  ministry.  He 
has  been  pastor  at  Weldon,  Sharon,  Gardner's^  Littleton, 
Louisburg,  Roxboro,  Dunn,  Marion,  Columbia,  I^ew  Bethel 
and  White  Level.  All  these  pastorates  Avere  in  North  Caro- 
lina. He  has  always  done  a  progressive  and  constructive 
work,  and  is  an  able  preacher  and  an  excellent  pastor,  and 
can  be  relied  upon  for  wise  counsel  and  as  a  loyal  friend. 

At  present  he  resides  at  Louisburg  and  is  a  successful 
optometrist ;  but  he  does  not  permit  his  secular  employment 
to  prevent  him  from  taking  a  lively  and  active  interest  in 
the  work  of  the  Lord  to  Avhich  he  A^ears  ago  committed  his 
life. 

He  married  Miss  Annie  Upperman,  of  Louisburg,  and  to 
them  God  has  given  a  son  and  a  daughter,  Elizabeth  and 


TAR   RIVER  HISTORY 


293 


AViJson,  and  together  they  are  a  happy  family  in  an  ideal 
home. 

James  A.  Mundy. 

Mr.  Mundy  was  born  in  Amherst  County,  Virginia,  in 
1835,  graduated  B.  A.  from  Eichmond  College  in  1859,  re- 
ceived the  degi'ee  of  T).  D.  from  Wake  Forest  College  in 
1880. 

He  was  licensed  to  preach  by  Ebenezer  Church,  Virginia, 
in  1855,  and  he  was  ordained  by  Mineral  Springs  Church, 
Virginia,  in  1860.  During  the  next  seventeen  years  he 
served  at  dilferent  times  the  following  churches:  Mineral 
Springs,  Coventry,  Red  Oak,  Ebenezer,  Fairmont,  Adiel, 
Hebron,  Hebron  City,  Blacksburg  and  Roanoke  City.  This 
for  a  time  terminated  his  work  in  Virginia. 

On  the  first  Sunday  in  April,  1877/  Mr.  Mundy  became 
pastor  in  Wai-renton,  JSTorth  Carolina.  This  pastorate  con- 
tinued until  the  first  Sundaj'  in  October,  1883,  covering  a 
period  of  six  and  one-half  years. 

From  Warrenton  Dr.  ]\[undy  went  to  Greenville,  South 
Carolina,  and  became  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in 
that  City,  where  he  remained  about  ten  years.  He  then  re- 
turned to  ]^orth  Carolina  and  became  pastor  of  the  church 
at  Wilson,  and  after  two  or  three  years  in  that  important 
field  he  accepted  a  call  to  Reidsville,  and,  the  beginning  of 
the  present  century  he  accepted  a  call  to  a  church  in  Lynch- 
burg, Virginia,  and  after  some  years,  his  health  failing,  he 
returned  to  the  home  of  his  childhood  in  Amherst  County, 
where  he  finished  his  course  with  joy. 

He  was  esteemed  a  strong  preacher,  a  wise  leader,  and 
enjoyed  the  loving  confidence  of  all  who  knew  him. 

Alfred  Plummer  Mustian. 

Plummer  Mustian,  as  he  is  familiarly  called,  is  a  son  of 
the  late  Edward  Lewis  and  Caroline  Mustian.  He  was  born 
near  Warrenton,  N'orth  Carolina,  August  23rd,  1883.  He 
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v/as  converted  at  tlie  age  of  twelve  and  joined  the  Warren- 
ton  Baptist  Chnrch. 

He  was  educated  at  Buie's  Creek  Academy,  Wake  Forest 
College  and  Crozer  Theological  Seminary.  He  was  licensed 
to  preach  bv  Marmadnke  Church,  November  3rd,  1907,  and 
ordained  by  the  same  church  December,  1910.  He  was 
pastor  of  Harris  Chapel  and  Antioch  churches  in  Halifax 
County  seven  years.  A  part  of  this  time  he  was  also  pas- 
tor of  Centreville  and  Inez  churches. 

He  grew  up  in  the  Tar  River  Association,  joined  a  Tar 
Biver  Church,  was  licensed  to  preach  and  ordained  by  an- 
other Tar  River  Church  and  three  of  his  early  pastorates 
were  Tar  RiA^er  churches. 

He  is  now  (1921)  pastor  at  Winton  and  Union  and  is 
doing  a  good  work. 


George  W.  I^ewell. 

George  W.  Xewell,  son  of  Herring  ^^ewell  and  Rachael 
Godwin  J^ewell,  both  of  AVayne  County,  Xorth  Carolina,  was 
born  at  Fayetteville,  North  Carolina,  August  12,  1842.  He 
joined  the  Baptist  Church  at  Fayetteville  during  the  year 
1861.  Plis  primary  education  was  at  the  Donaldson  Acad- 
emy of  Fayetteville.  He  served  as  chaplain  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  Civil  War.  After  the  Civil  War  he  at- 
tended and  graduated  from  the  Southern  Baptist  Seminary, 
then  at  Greenville,  South  Carolina.  He  was  ordained  at  the 
Wilson  Baptist  Church  about  1870,  and  was  pastor  of  that 
church  1870  to  1874.  He  also  served  as  pastor  for  a  year 
or  more  at  Wilmington,  North  Carolina.  In  1875  he  settled 
on  a  plantation  near  Mapleville,  Franklin  County,  North 
Carolina,  wh(}ro  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was 
then  pastor  of  the  Louisburg  Baptist  Church  for  a  year  or 
more  beginning  with  1875.  From  that  date  until  his  death 
he  sei*ved  numerous  country  churches  in  Franklin,  Warren, 
Nash  and  Halifax  Counties,  among  which  were  the  follow- 
ing:   ^laple  Springs  (several  terms  at  different  intervals), 
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Cedar  Koek,  Peac}i  Tree,  Reedj  Creek,  Han-is'  Chapel, 
Fishing  Creek  and  others. 

Rev.  George  "W.  Xewell  was  married  to  Sarah  Elizabeth 
Coppedge,  daiigliter  of  W.  D.  and  Henrietta  Coppedge,  May 
22,  1873,  and  to  them  was  born  five  children,  to-wit:  Geo. 
W.  ATewell.  Jr.,  John  Oliver  Xewell,  S.  Atwood  I^ewell, 
Hodge  Albert  Xewell  and  Engene  J.  Newell.  The  first  and 
the  last  named  (the  oldest  and  the  youngest),  being  now 
dead.  He  was  elected  and  served  as  a  member  of  the  Nortli 
Carolina  Senate,  session  of  1893. 

Rev.  George  W.  Newell  was  a  man  of  much  greater  edu- 
cational attainment  than  his  schooling  as  above  mentioned 
would  indicate.  Jle  was  a  constant  reader  and  had  equipped 
himself  with  a  sj:)lendid,  well-chosen  lil)raT'y  of  both  religious 
and  profane  literature,  from  which  he  acquired  a  wonderful 
store  of  knowledge. 

\Vhile  worthy  of  much  greater  pastorates  than  those  he 
served,  he  prefei'red  his  country  home  and  the  country  life 
for  himself  and  his  family.  In  his  home  neighborhood  and 
community  he  was  a  preacher  in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word, 
that  is,  he  was  a  teacher  and  general  adviser  in  the  com- 
munity where  he  held  up  high  ideals  and  did  much  good. 

He  always  advocated  educational,  e^ocial,  political,  moral 
and  religious  advancement. 

On  July  8th,  1901,  he  was  on  his  way  from  his  home  at 
Mapleville,  North  Carolina,  to  Louisburg  to  appear  before 
a  joint  meeting  of  the  Board  of  County  Cominissioners  and 
the  Board  of  Education  to  advocate  the  appropriation  of 
funds  with  which  to  build  and  establish  the  Mapleville  Acad- 
emy, for  which  he  liad  worked  up  public  se^itiment,  when 
he  died  suddenly  from  heart  failure,  on  his  buggy  about 
half  way  to  Louisburg.  He  never  reached  the  meeting,  but 
the  academy  was  established. 

The  space  is  limited,  but  one  matter  Avorthy  of  mention 
is  that  he  made  it  a  general  custom  never  to  close  a  regular 
service  at  one  of  his  churches  without  giving  an  invitation 
for  a  public  profession  of  faith  and  an  opportunity  to  join 
the  church. 
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W.  C.  InTowell. 

Mr.  ISTowell  is  a  native  of  Wake  County^  Is"orth  Carolina. 
He  was  licensed  to  preach  in  1858  and  ordained  in  1863 
by  Hej)lizibar  Chnrch,  Xorth  Carolina.  He  was  edncated 
at  Wake  Forest  College,  ^e  was  pastor  at  Clayton,  Lee's 
Chapel,  Hephzibar,  Smithfield,  Shiloh,  l^ew  Hope,  Baptist 
Center,  Bethesda  and  Archer  Lodge  in  the  Ealeigh,  Central 
and  Johnson  County  Associations.  In  the  Tar  River  As- 
sociation he  served  as  pastor  Elm  City,  Poplar  Springs, 
Rock  S]:>rings,  Cedar  Rock,  Spring  Hope^  Castalia,  Stony 
Creek,  Oak  Level,  Hickory,  E'ashville  and  other  clmrches. 

He  was  a  preaclier  of  decided  ability,  and  was  the  author 
of  a  book  entitled  '^Lectures  on  the  Book  of  Revelation." 

Li  his  pastoral  work  he  was  distinguished  in  two  respects,  • 
first  as  a  winner  of  souls,  and  second  for  his  success  in  train- 
ing and  developing  the  members  of  his  congregation. 

SoT^OMON  G.  O'Bryan. 

Mr.  O'Bryan  Avas  a  native  of  Warren  County,  !N"orth 
Carolina.  He  was  reared  in  the  neighborhood  of  Vicksboro, 
^orth  Carolina,  previous  to  1840. 

Having  signified  his  rlesire  to  unite  with  Brown's  Church 
by  baptism,  the  church  met  in  conference  December  23, 
1840,  and  his  experience  being  satisfactory  to  the  church, 
he  was  baptized  immediately,  and  received  into  the  fellow- 
ship of  the  church. 

On  Thursday,  the  12th  day  of  October,  1844,  Brother 
Solomon  G.  O^Bryan  was  ordained  to  the  full  work  of  the 
Ciospel  niinistry  by  Brown's  Church.  Elders  William  Hill 
Jordan  and  Willoughby  Hudgins  acting  as  presbytery. 

Mr.  O'Bryan  belonged  to  a  prominent  Warren  County 
family.  He  was  a  good  all-around  man,  and  an  excellent 
preacher.  A  few  years  after  his  ordination  he  moved  South, 
probably  to  Texas;  where,  he  doubtless,  long  ago  finished 
his  course  with  joy. 
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George  G.  O'Neill. 

Mr.  O'J^eill  is  a  native  of  Wake  Coimtj,  Xortli  Carolina, 
where  he  was  born  in  18B7.  He  was  educated  at  Wakefield 
High  School  Wake  Forest  College  and  Louisville  Sem- 
inary. 

He  Avas  converted  at  the  age  of  fifteen  and  ordained  at 
the  age  of  t\\'entv-one  at  Shiloh,  the  oldest  church  in  ^Torth 
Carolina.  His  first  work  in  the  ministry  was  in  Currituck 
County,  ISTorth  Carolina.  From  there  he  went  to  the  Sem- 
inary in  Louisville^  for  additional  training. 

Returning  to  the  State  from  the  Seminary  he  supplied  in 
Washington,  jSTcrth  Carolina,  for  awhile,  but  his  first  pas- 
torate was  in  Enfield,  where  he  remained  for  several  years. 
While  here  he  was  happily  married  to  Miss  Bessie  Alsop, 
a  young  woman  of  culture  and  piety.  From  Enfield  he 
went  to  JMooresville,  Xovth  Carolina,  where  he  served  the 
church  efficiently  as  pastor  until  he  was  called  to  George- 
towTi,  South  Carolina.  His  wife's  health  failing  on  account 
of  the  climate  he  accepted  a  call  to  a  church  in  Asheville. 
From  thence  he  moved  to  Koanoke  Rapids  and  remained 
there  two  years. 

Accepting  work  in  Rutherford  County,  he  moved  to  Ruth- 
erfordton  bouo-ht  a  home  and  remained  for  seven  years. 
AVhile  there  his  Avife  died  and  he  and  four  little  children 
were  left  desolate.  From  Rutherfordton  he  moved  to  In- 
man.  South  Carolina,  where  he  served  a  full  time  country 
church. 

In  the  fall  of  1919  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mrs. 
Connie  Bobbitt,  of  Littleton,  Avho  is  doubtless  a  helpmeet 
indeed.  Mr.  O'N^eill  is  a  preacher  of  ability  and  has  been 
successful  in  his  work  with  the  churches. 

Larktn  W.  Overby. 

Larkin  O^'erby,  as  he  is  familiarly  called,  is  a  native  of 
Warren  County. 

Having'  made  a  px'ofession  of  religion,  he  united  with 
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the  Baptist  Cliurdi  at  Warren  Plains  about  1886,  and  was 
ordained  by  the  same  church.  The  presbytery  was  coni- 
posed  of  Eevs.  R.  Van  Deventer,  J.  K.  Eant,  G.  W.  Har- 
mon, T.  J.  Taylor  and  Dr.       B.  Cobb. 

Brother  Overby  ser\'ed  for  some  time  two  churches  in 
'Nash  County  in  the  Tar  River  Association  and  one  near 
Durham  in  the  Moimt  Zion  Association. 

Tie  has  not  been  actively  engaged  in  ministerial  work  for 
several  years,  but  he  is  an  active  member  of  West  Durham 
Church,  and  his  pastor.  Rev.  T.  M.  Green,  has  spoken  of  the 
delightful  fellowship  they  have  together. 

T.  R.  OwEX. 

Dr.  T.  R.  Owen  was  for  many  years  pastor  of  our  church 
in  Tarboro,  He  was  a  ui'an  of  wide  and  varied  scholarship 
and  was  noted  for  his  culture  and  dignified  deportment.  He 
was  a  preacher  of  great  ability,  but  lacked  in  the  character- 
istics of  an  evangelist.  But  lie  was  a  great  teacher  and  his 
people  were  well  instructed  in  the  fundamentals  of  our  com- 
mon faith  and  in  the  principles  and  practices  which  dis- 
tinguish Baptists  from  other  denominations.  He  died  in 
18...,  sincerely  lamented  by  a  large  circle  of  admiring 
friends. 

J.  R.  Pace. 

\ 

Brother  Pace  was  born  near  Raleigh,  in  Wake  County, 
I^orth  Carolina,  August  11th,  1858.  He  joined  the  church 
in  his  twentieth  year,  and  at  once  went  to  work  in  Sunday 
Schools  and  prayer  meetings.  He  soon  felt  called  to  preach 
and  also  felt  called  to  prepare  himself  for  the  gospel  min- 
istry. 

He  attended  the  common  schools  near  his  home  and  went 
to  Fray  and  Morrison  High  Schools  in  Raleigh.  From 
1884  through  1888,  he  studied  at  Wake  Forest  College. 
While  in  college  he  preaclied  to  nearby  churches  and  con- 
tinued to  serve  these  churches  for  two  years  after  leaving 
college. 
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The  Executive  Cominittee  of  the  Tar  River  Association 
employed  him  to  liold  meetings  near  Scotland  Xeck^  and 
then  induced  liim  to  become  missionary  pastor  at  Bethel  in 
Pitt  Connty,  where  he  remained  two  years.  While  at  Beth- 
el he  held  meetings  in  Edgecomhe  County,  near  Whitakers, 
which  resulted  in  the  organization  of  Gethsemane  and  Ebe- 
nezer  churches.  He  then  moved  to  Whitakers  to  work  in 
Edgecombe  and  'Nash  Counties  and  spent  five  years  on  this 
field.  He  labored  in  the  Tar  River  Association  and  his  work 
was  greatly  blessed. 

The  state  of  his  health  required  liim  to  seek  a  higher 
climate.  He  moved  to  Oxford^  and,  his  health  improving, 
he  spent  thirteen  years  in  Granville  County,  in  pastoral  and 
evangelistic  work.  Large  numbers  were  brought  to  Christ 
during  these  years,  and  many  joined  the  churches. 

He  then  moved  to  Charlotte,  and  was  pastor  of  Chadwick 
Church  for  two  years.  His  labors  were  greatly  blessed  in 
this  field.  He  then  served  Long  Island  and  two  other 
churches  for  one  year  with  gracious  results. 

At  present  (1921)  he  is  living  at  Ridgecrest,  and  his 
services  in  that  section  have  not  been  in  vain. 

W.  C.  Y.  Parker. 

Walter  Parker,  as  all  of  his  friends  affectionately  called 
him,  was  the  only  son  of  the  late  Jacob  and  Betty  Parker. 
He  was  born  in  Warrenton  and  died  in  Xew  York  City. 

In  early  life  he  made  a  profession  of  religion,  and  united 
with  the  Warrenton  Baptist  Church.  Later  he  moved  to 
Is^orfolk,  and  was  a  member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
that  city.  About  IS 90  he  returned  to  Warrenton  and  en- 
gaged in  business  with  his  father. 

In  January,  1891,  Brother  Parker  Avas  mightily  revived 
and  called  to  preach  the  gospel.  He  at  once  closed  his  mer- 
cantile business  and  entered  upon  the  w^ork  to  which  he  be- 
lieved he  was  called  Avith  zeal  and  enthusiasm.  I^ot  being 
called  to  a  pastorate  he  devoted  himself  to  evangelistic  work 
and  held  a  number  of  meetings  in  the  bounds  of  the  Tar 
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lliver  Association.  Many  were  led  to  Christ  during  these 
meetings. 

He  continued  in  this  work  with  but  little  financial  com- 
pensation for  two  or  three  years.  He  became  mightily  im- 
pressed that  it  was  his  duty  to  go  to  a  large  city  and  work 
in  the  slums.  In  order  to  carry  out  this  purpose,  he  se- 
cured a  position  in  a  commission  house  in  'New  York  City 
on  a  salary  that  would  support  his  family,  and  enable  him  to 
give  his  nights  and  Sundays  to  work  in  the  slums,  and  among 
the  lowly.  He  continued  in  this  work  for  several  years, 
occasionally  returning  to  ]N^orth  Carolina  and  holding  meet- 
ings in  various  sections. 

In  3  906  he  was  attacked  with  pneumonia,  and  after  a  short 
illness  he  passed  to  his  reward  in  the  full  assurance  of  a 
blessed  hope, 

Robert  E.  Peele. 

Brother  Peele  was  born  of  godly  parents,  December  22nd, 
1852.  Received  his  primary  education  at  home,  and  his 
academic  education  at  Jackson  and  Buckhorn  Academy.  He 
studied  one  year  at  Richmond  College,  working  his  way  all 
the  way,  but,  his  health  having  failed,  he  was  forced  to  leave 
college. 

Previous  to  going  to  school  he  worked  on  the  farm',  drove 
a  mail  and  express  hack  and  clerked  in  a  store,  until  he  was 
twenty-one  and  then  undertook  to  get  some  education  as  be- 
fore stated. 

He  was  born  again  and  called  to  preach  in  August,  1869, 
but  conditions  were  such  that  he  could  not  enter  at  once 
upon  the  active  work  of  the  ministry.  After  leaving  col- 
lege he  went  to  Scotland  ISTeck  in  Halifax  County,  in  the 
summer  of  1877,  and  taught  school  until  the  spring  of  1882. 
During  this  period  he  was  married  to  Miss  Addie  E.  Whit- 
head.    The  marriage  took  place  December  23rd,  1879. 

In  ISTovember,  1882,  he  was  called  to  ordination  by  the 
church  at  Crowell  in  Halifax  County.  Dr.  R.  T.  Vann  and 
Rev.  W.  T.  Blake  formed  the  ordaining  presbytery.  He 
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supplied  at  Crowell  for  a  few  montlis  and  was  then  as- 
signed to  the  Pantego  Mission,  where  he  remained  five 
years  doing  pioneer  Avork  on  a  hard  field.  These  were 
doubtless  five  of  the  happiest  years  of  his  life.  From  Pan- 
tego he  returned  to  the  Crowell  field^  where  he  remained  as 
pastor  tliree  years,  and  then  became  pastor  of  a  church  in  Wil- 
mington for  two  years.  Leaving  Wilmington  he  labored  two 
years  on  the  Burgaw  field,  and  then  went  back  to  his  same 
charge  in  Wilmington,  and  after  serving  there  two  more 
years,  he  accepted  a  call  to  the  Mount  Elon  field  in  South 
Carolina,  where  he  remained  seven  years.  Then  he  served 
as  pastor  in  Mullins,  South  Carolina,  two  years.  Returning 
to  the  Welsh  Xeck  Association  in  South  Carolina,  he  was 
pastor  at  Ebenezer.  for  five  years.  Leaving  South  Caro- 
lina he  returned  to  this  State  and  was  pastor  of  Bear  Swamp 
in  the  Pobeson  Association  for  one  year,  after  which  he 
was  again  pastor  of  Burgaw  and  Wallace  field  four  years. 
He  then  went  to  Clarksville,  Virginia,  where  he  is  still 
(1921)  pastor  of  the  church. 

All  the  years  of  his  ministerial  life  he  has  been  doing 
the  work  of  a  pastor  evangelist  and  has  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful in  both  fields.  During  the  past  twelve  years  he  has 
done  more  preaching  than  at  any  other  period  of  his  life, 
averaging  a  sermon  eveiy  day  in  the  year. 

M.  E.  Pennell. 

Marion  P.  Pennell  w^as  a  native  of  Franklin  County, 
North  Carolina.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  in  1867  by 
Mount  Olivet  Church,  and  ordained  by  Sandy  Creek  Church 
in  October,  1872. 

Mr.  Pennell  did  not  have  the  benefit  of  a  liberal  educa- 
tion, but,  notwithstanding  this  hindrance,  he  won  many  peo- 
ple to  Christ  and  organized  ten  churches  and  served  as  pas- 
tor at  different  times  fifteen  churches.  His  Avork  was  con- 
fined to  the  weaker  congregations,  and  he  also  labored  much 
and  successfully  in  communities  destitute  of  preaching.  He 
labored  on  to  the  very  end  of  his  useful  life. 
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Levi  Cassius  Perkixsox. 

Rev.  Levi  C.  Perkinson  was  born  January  18th,  1825, 
in  Warren  County,  ^orth  Carolina,  and  was  reared  in  Haw- 
tree  ToA\Tiship. 

While  still  a  young  man  he  united  with  the  Enon  Bap- 
tist Church,  but  when  the  church  at  Sharon  was  organized, 
he  became  one  of  the  constituent  members.  lie  was  licensed 
by  Enon  Church,  December  8th,  1852,  and  ordained  by  re- 
quest of  the  same  church  at  the  Tar  River  Association,  Au- 
gust 29th,  1853.  He  studied  at  Wake  Forest  College.  After 
leaving  college  he  served  some  time  as  agent  of  Oxford 
Seminary,  and  was  at  one  time  financial  agent  of  the  N^orth 
Carolina  Bible  and  Baptist  Publication  Society. 

Brother  Perkinson  served  as  pastor  Sharon,  Enon  and 
Enterprise  churches  in  the  Tar  River  Association.  He  did 
a  good  deal  of  preaching,  but  his  pastorates  were  not  very 
long. 

He  was  a  farmer  and  for  a  good  while  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business.  He  regularly  attended  the  sessions  of 
the  Association  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  union  meet- 
ings and  other  denominational  gatherings.  He  was  a  power 
of  strength  in  his  home  church. 

He  lived  to  ])e  more  than  eighty  years  old;  and,  having 
foua'ht  a  good  fight,  he  was  gathered  unto  his  fathejs. 

A.  A.  Pippix. 

Mr.  Pippin  is  a  native  of  Wake  County.  He  was  edu- 
cated at  "NA'ake  Forest  College,  and  spent  a  number  of  years 
teaching,  first  at  Stanhope  and  then  at  Wakefield.  While 
teaching  he  wa^  also  pastor  of  churches  in  the  Central  and 
the  Tar  River  x\ssociations.  His  ministry  has  been  exceed- 
inglv  fruitful  and  he  is  still  engaged  in  ministerial  work 
as  pastor  and  in  revival  meetings.  Many  men  and  women 
who  are  active  in  secular  and  religious  work  are  indebted  to 
him  for  the  training  which  has  fitted  them  for  service. 
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Elias  Dodsox  Poe. 

This  brother  is  a  native  of  Chatham  Comity,  Xorth  Caro- 
lina. He  was  educated  at  Wake  Forest  College  and  tlie 
Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seniinarv.  While  at  Wake 
Forest  he  was  pastor  at  Corinth  and  some  other  churches  in 
the  Tar  liiver  Association,  and  since  his  graduation  he  held 
evangelistic  meetings  in  Xorlina  and  Warrenton.  He  is 
now  (1921)  pastor  of  the  Temple  Church  in  Durham,  where 
he  is  doing  good  work  and  is  greatly  loved. 

J.  W.  Powell. 

Brother  Powell  was  pastor  at  Rocky  Mount  and  some 
neighboring  churches.  He  was  a  good  preacher  and  stood 
well  in  the  Tar  River  Association  and  in  the  State.  He 
served  the  aforementioned  field  from  1888  through  1892, 
He  then  left  the  Tar  River  Association  for  another  field 
and  was  soon  after  called  to  his  reward. 

Jere  Reaves. 

He  was  a  native  of  Laurel  Grove,  Virginia.  He  w^as  edu- 
cated at  Scottsburg  Xormal  College,  Virginia.  He  received 
the  degree  of  B.  S.  in  1897  and  B.  A.  in  1898.  He  also 
studied  at  the  Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  He  w^as  li- 
censed to  preach  in  July,  1895,  and  ordained  in  October, 
1896.  He  held  the  following  Virginia  pastorates  up  to 
1900 :  County  Line  Churcli,  Rogers'  Chapel,  Falling  River 
and  Midway.  In  the  early  part  of  the  present  century  he 
served  Xorth  and  South  Henderson  churches  in  the  Tar 
River  Association.    He  is  now  (1921)  at  Xelson,  Virginia. 

WiTJ.LAM   HeITRY  ReDDISIT. 

Mr.  Reddish  was  a  native  of  Wake  County,  Xorth  Caro- 
lina. He  studied  at  Wake  Forest  College  and  the  Southern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  and  Avas  ordained  October 
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J  5111,  189;].  He  was  pastor  of  Wilson  Church  in  the  Tar 
Kiver  Association,  and  he  served  a  nuniber  of  other  churches 
in  North  Carolina  and  other  States. 

He  was  an  able  preacher,  a  genial  companion  and  a  warm 
friend. 

J.  L.  Rogers. 

He  was  born  in  Wake  County,  ^^'orth  Carolina,  March 
ihe  24th,  1867.  He  studied  at' Wake  Forest  College  and 
took  Bible  under  Dr.  Cullom.  He  was  ordained  the  second 
Sunday  in  October,  1904,  at  Olive  Branch  Church,  in  the 
Tar  River  Association.  Before  the  division  of  the  Associa- 
tion he  was  pastor  at  Whitakers  and  Dawson  in  Halifax  and 
Oak  Level,  Getlisemane  and  Ebenezer  in  ]N"ash  and  at  Bethel 
in  Pitt.  After  the  division  he  continued  with  churches  in 
the  Roanoke  Association  until  he  went  to  (^oncord  as  pastor 
of  McGill  Street  Church,  where  he  remained  two  years.  He 
then  returned  to  the  Roanoke  Association  and  served  churches 
that  befor':^  the  division  of  the  Association  were  members  of 
the  old  Tar  River. 

He  was  ])ressing  tlie  work  when  he  sustained  a  stroke  of 
paralysis,  but  he  continued  to  preach  three  years  longer,  and 
did  not  ixivQ  u])  his  work  until  he  became  too  feeble  to  meet 
his  a])poiutments  and  ]>reach.  He  seemed  to  have  won  a 
large  number  to  Christ,  to  have  baptized  many  happy  con- 
verts and  to  have  jnade  good  in  the  ministry. 

James  W.  Rose. 

He  was  born  in  Johnson  (younty,  ^^^orth  Carolina,  and  was 
ordained  in  1885  by  White  Oak  Church.  From  1887  to  1892 
he  was  missionary  colporter  for  the  State  Board.  He  was 
missionary  pastor  of  Middle  Street  Church,  j^ew  Bern,  from 
1893  through  1895.  Afterwards  he  was  pastor  at  La 
Grange,  Snow  Hill,  Second  Church,  Goldsboro,  and  organ- 
ized a  church  at  Castoria.  From  1901  up  to  1908  he  was 
niissionary  pastor  ip  the  Tar  River  Associatiou.    At  pres- 
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eiit  (1921)  lie  resides  at  Pligli  Point  and  is  actively  en- 
gaged in  ministerial  work  as  pastor  of  West  End  Cliurch. 

WlLLTx\M  OCTAVIUS  RoSSER. 

Brother  Rosser,  the  son  of.  W.  W.  Rosser  and  Jennie  0. 
Rosser,  was  born  near  Essex  in  Halifax  County,  ISJ'orth  Car- 
olina, July  9th,  1874. 

His  early  educational  opportunities  were  meager.  AVhen 
twenty-one  years  old  he  entered  Wake  Forest  College  and 
graduated  in  1900  with  the  B.  A.  degree.  After  leaving 
college  he  taught  two  years  at  Philadelphia  Academy  in 
l^SLsh  County,  and  preached  as  opportunity  offered.  He 
pursued  his  Theological  Course  at  Crozer  Seminary,  Ches- 
ter, Pennsylvania,  from  which  he  gi'aduated  in  1905.  From 
the  Seminary  he  went  to  East  Radford,  Virginia,  and  was 
pastor  of  that  church  for  four  and  one-half  years.  After 
this  he  w^as  pastor  at  Crews  nearly  tw^o  years.  On  the 
twenty-second  of  June,  1910,  he  w^as  married  to  Miss  Nancy 
Crews,  of  Crews,  Virginia. 

Returning  to  N^drth  Carolina  he  was  pastor  of  Spring 
Hope  nearly  three  years,  and  then  moved  to  AVhitakers,  Jan- 
uary 1st,  1914,  as  pastor  and  is  still  there  (1921).  Serving 
with  Whitakers  and  Dortches,  Ehenezer,  Gethsemane  and 
Battleboro  churches. 

William  Vann  Savage. 

Dr.  Savage  is  a  native  of  Hertford  County,  I^orth  Caro- 
lina. He  received  the  degree  of  B.  A.  from  Wake  Forest 
College  in  1884  and  in  1891  was  ordained  to  the  full  work 
of  the  gospel  ministry  by  Buckhorn  Church,  ^N'orth  Caro- 
lina. 

He  was  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Columbia  from 
1891-1894.  He  became  pastor  in  Tarboro,  i^orth  Carolina, 
in  1894  and  continued  through  1897.  From  Tarboro  he 
went  to  Churchland,  Virginia,  where  he  is  (1921)  the  ef- 
ficient pastor. 
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A.  W.  Setzp:r. 

He  was  born  in  Catawba  County,  North  Carolina,  on  the 
J  7th  day  of  June,  1872.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
the  neighborhood,  and  later  spent  three  years  at  Penelope 
Academy,  when  Rev.  C.  M.  Miirchison  was  principal  of  tliat 
institution.  He  was  converted  while  attending  this  school 
and  joined  old  Mount  Euhama  Church  and  began  almost  at 
once  to  take  part  in  church  work  and  public  services. 

Mr.  Setzer  ^\as  licensed  to  preach  when  he  was  nineteen 
years  old,  and  about  a  year  later  he  was  ordained  to  the  full 
work  of  the  ministry.  He  preached  and  taught  school  for 
about  three  years  and  then  in  1894  he  entered  Wake  Forest 
College  and  remained  until  the  commencement  of  1897. 

Imnvediately  after  leaving  college  he  went  to  Greenville, 
Xorth  Carolina,  to  su])ply  the  Memorial  Church'  for  three 
months.  Later  he  was  called  to  the  pastorate  of  that  church 
and  remained  three  years.  In  1900  he  accepted  a  call  to 
the  pastorate  of  the  church  in  Morehead  City  and  while  there 
he  aided  in  founding  the  Atlantic  Institute,  of  which  he  was 
principal  for  three  years.  He  resigned  at  Morehead  to  ac- 
cept the  pastorate  of  the  Burlington  Church,  'md  after  two 
years  in  that  field,  he  became  pastor  of  the  chui'ch  in  Mur- 
phy and  principal  of  the  Home  Board  School  in  that  town. 
In  1908  Mr.  Setzer  returned  to  his  native  county  of  Ca- 
tawba, where  he  has  since  resided  and  served  country 
churches.  He  has  a  delightful  field,  full  of  large  oppor- 
tunities. 

James  J.  Sledge. 

James  J.  Sledge  was  born  near  Warren  Plains,  in  Warren 
County,  ^^'orth  Carolina,  in  1817.  His  ancestors  came  to 
Warren  from  Suffolk,  Virginia.  They  were  stalwart  peo- 
ple and  left  their  impress  upon  the  community,  wliere  they 
resided. 

James  was  probably  the  oldest  son  of  his  parents.  In 
his  youth  he  was  disposed  to  be  a  little  wild,  but  was  never 
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dissipated  nor  vicious.  His  educational  o})portunities  were 
meager,  but  he  had  an  inquiring  mind,  read  the  best  books 
available,  and  associated  with  the  most  intelligent  ]>eople  in 
his  community ;  and^  therefore,  he  was  early  recognized  as  a 
young  man  of  extensive  and  accurate  information. 

He  was  early  deeply  exercised  on  the  subject  of  per- 
sonal religion,  and  was  happily  converted  on  the  25th  day 
of  September,  1843.  He  was  baptized  on  the  29th  day  of  the 
following  October  by  Elder  Willoughby  Hudgins  into  the 
fellowship  of  Tanner's  Baptist  Church.  That  church  was 
later  moved  to  Warren  Plains,  and  is  now  known  as  War- 
ren Plains  Baptist  Church.  On  October  31st,  1844.  he 
was  ordained  at  Gardner's  Church  to  the  full  work  of  the 
gospel  ministry.  The  ordaining  presbytery  consisted  of 
Bevs.  Solomon  T,  O'Bryan,  Thomas  Wilcox  and  X.  M. 
Havens.  Almost  immediately  he  took  a  high  stand  as  a 
Christian  and  minister.  The  position  he  held  in  the  Tar 
Biver  Association  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  he  served 
on  important  committees,  was  called  to  conduct  vital  and 
delicate  enterprises  and  was  frequently  appointed  to  preach 
on  Sunday  at  the  Association.  He  served  as  pastor  Old 
Enon,  now  Littleton,  and  several  other  churches  in  the  Tar 
Biver  Association. 

He  moved  to  Texas  sometime  between  1850  and  1860. 
His  experience  in  JsTorth  Carolina  prepared  him  to  begin 
his  ministerial  work  in  Texas  on  a  high  plain.  He  was 
soon  recognized  as  one  of  the  strongest  forces  among  the 
Baptists  of  Texas  and  as  a  preacher  of  wonderful  ability. 
He  traveled  over  the  greater  part  of  Texas,  preaching  "'The 
glorious  gospel  of  the  blessed  God." 

Everwhere  he  attracted  large  audiences  and  the  people 
heard  him  gladly.  Often  on  great  occasions  people  would 
travel  on  horseback  and  in  wagons  more  than  a  hundred  miles 
to  hear  him. 

;Mr.  Sledge,  familiarly  known  throughout  Texas  as  Par- 
son Sledge,  accumulated  a  large  estate  and  contributed  lib- 
erally of  his  means  to  the  promotion  of  denominational  en- 
terprise in  Texas.    He  lived  long  and  well,  and  at  an  ad- 
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vanced  age  responded  to  the  call  of  his  divine  Master  and 
went  to  be  forever  with  the  Lord. 

He  lived  near  AVarrenton,  Fayette  County,  Texas.  He 
doubtless  named  the  town  AYarrenton  in  loving  memory  of 
Warrenton,  Xorth  Carolina,  near  which  he  spent  his  early 
life,  and  received  inspirations  that  enabled  him  to  become 
the  good  and  great  man  that  he  was. 

John  Wesley  Sledge. 

John  Sledge  was  horn  in  Franklin  County,  I^orth  Caro- 
lina. He  studied  at  Wakefield  Academy.  He  was  licensed 
to  preach  in  1882,  and  ordained  by  Cedar  Rock  Church  in 
1884.  His  ministerial  labors  were  for  the  most  part  con- 
fined to  the  Tar  River  Association.  He  was  at  different 
times  pastor  of  various  church  in  Franklin,  'Nash  and  War- 
ren Counties,  and  he  also  held  many  protracted  meetings 
and  baptized  many  converts.  He  organized  the  churches 
at  Marmaduke  and  Sulphur  Springs  in  Warren  County, 
and  perhaps  others  in  the  Association.  He  regularly  at- 
tended the  sessions  of  the  Association,  and  actively  engaged 
in  the  deliberations  of  the  body. 

He  died  about  1915,  sincerely  mourned  by  his  many 
friends. 

Forest  Smith. 

Dr.  Smith  came  to  I^ouisburg  early  in  1897  and  was  pas- 
tor of  the  church  there  for  several  years.  He  did  excellent 
Avork  in  Louisburg  and  won  the  heart  of  the  entire  com- 
munity. His  scholarly  attainments,  his  ability  as  a  preach- 
er, his  excellent  judgment  and  his  fine  social  qualities  gave 
liim  a  prominent  place  among  E'orth  Carolina  Baptists.  He 
was  one  of  the  leading  spirits  in  the  Tar  River  Association 
and  we  greatly  regretted  his  departure  from  among  us. 

When  he  left  Louisburg  he  went  to  Fort  AVorth,  Texas, 
where  he  is  still  (1921)  pastor  and  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  lending  ministers  in  that  tliriving  city. 
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WiLLiA:k[  Aloxza  Smith. 

Brother  Smith  was  born  in  Durham  County,  ^vTorth  Car- 
olina, October  the  19th,  1866.  He  graduated  from  Wake 
Forest  College  with  the  B.  A.  degree  in  1893,  and  attended 
the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  at  Louisville 
during  the  session  of  1897-1898. 

His  work  as  pastor  began  in  1890  with  Emmaus  in  the 
Sandy  Creek  Association,  which  was  his  home  church.  He 
served  this  church  five  consecutive  years. 

He  was  principal  of  Cedar  Rock  Academy  in  Franklin 
County  and  was  pastor  of  Cedar  Rock,  Perry  Chapel  and 
Rehobetli  churches  from  1891  to  1896.  In  1896  he  be- 
came pastor  in  West  Durham,  and  remained  until  he  went 
to  the  Seminary  in  1897.  After  leaving  the  Seminary  he 
returned  to  West  Durham  and  was  there  from  1899  through 
1902.  After  this  he  became  pastor  of  the  First  Church, 
Lexington,  Xorth  Carolina,  and  remained  through  1906. 
Leaving  Lexington,  he  moved  to  Xorfolk,  Virginia,  and  was 
from'  1906  through  1912',  pastor  of  Berkley  Avenue  Church. 
On  October  1st,  1912,  he  became  pastor  of  Pritchard  Me- 
morial Church,  Charlotte,  Xorth  Carolina,  where  he  now 
(1921)  is  doing  efficient  service  in  his  church  and  in  the 
city.  He  has  also  done  a  great  deal  of  evangelistic  work  in 
IN^orth  Carolina,  Virginia  and  South  Carolina. 

In  the  Tar  River  Association,  while  principal  of  the 
school  at  Cedar  Rock,  he  served  as  pastor  Cedar  Rock,  Olive 
Branch,  Red  Oak,  Ephesus,  Piney  Grove  and  Ebenezer 
churches,  all  of  them  at  that  time  in  the  Tar  River  Asso- 
ciation. 

Mr.  Smith  is  recognized  as  an  excellent  preacher  and  an 
efficient  pastor.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  State  Con- 
vention, frequently  serving  on  important  committees  and  is 
a  highly  valued  member  of  the  Board  of  Missions  and  Sun- 
day Schools. 

JosiAH  B.  Solomon. 

Dr.  Solomon  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Xortli  Caro- 
lina, January  18th,  1824,  was  prepared  for    college  in 
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Loui^^burg,  and  graduated  M.  A.  from  Wake  Forest  College. 
He  received  the  degree  of  D.  D.  in  1870  from  Bethel  Col- 
lege and  also  from  the  Sontliwestern  University  in  1871. 

He  was  licensed  to  ])reaeh  bv  Haywood  Church  in  the 
Tar  River  Association  in  1844,  and  ordained  by  the  same 
church  in  1848.  He  was  missionary  of  the  State  Board  in 
1850  and  1851,  pastor  in  Warrenton  from  1852  to  1860. 
He  accepted  a  call  to  Leigh  Street  Church,  Richmond,  Vir- 
ginia, in  1860,  and  continued  there  until  1865.  From  1865 
to  1869,  he  taught  school  in  Warrenton  and  other  sections. 
From  1870  through  1873,  he  was  Professor  of  English  in  the 
University  of  West  Virginia  and  supplied  the  Baptist  Church 
in  Morgantown.  From  1873  through  1875  he  was  pastor 
at  Jefferson,  from  1875  through  1880  he  served  the  church 
at  Sharon.  He  served  various  other  churches  in  Kentucky 
and  Indiana,  until  1899,  when  he  retired  from  the  active 
ministry  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  with  his  sons 
in  Owensboro,  Kentucky,  and  Chicago,  Illinois. 

He  was  the  author  of  a  small  book  on  the  ^'Terms  of 
Communion,"  and  another  volume  entitled,  ''The  Inspira- 
tion of  the  Scriptures."  Dr.  Solomon  was  ,a  very  able 
preacher,  drew  large  congregations  and  baptized  many  con- 
verts. 

J.  H.  Spaulding. 

i 

Mr.  Spaulding  w^as  born  in  Gates  County,  J^orth  Caro- 
lina, December  25th,  1875.  In  early  childhood  he  lost 
his  father,  and  was  therefore  deprived  of  early  educational 
advantages.  Then  he  went  to  school  to  academies  in  Como 
and  Winton.  The  teachers  in  these  two  schools,  Captain 
J.  H.  Price  and  Dr.  C.  B.  AYilliams,  together  with  Rev.  O. 
L.  Stringheld,  are  responsible  for  his  ambition  to  secure 
an  education.  After  leaving  Winton  he  went  to  Bethel  Hill 
Academy  two  and  one-half  years,  and  for  four  years  took 
an  elective  course  at  Wake  Forest  College,  but  did  not  grad- 
uate.   Later  he  went  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological 
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Seminary  one  year,  after  which  he  held  several  short  pas- 
torates in  N^orth  Carolina  and  Virginia. 

His  only  connection  with  the  Tar  River  Association  was 
as  pastor  of  Xorth  and  South  Henderson  churches.  He  re- 
signed this  tield  in  order  to  go  into  the  newspaper  business, 
but  his  stockholders  failing  him,  the  newspaper  necessarily 
failed. 

He  is  now  (1921)  Superintendent  of  the  Economy  Home, 
an  orphanage  for  motherless  children  at  King's  Creek, 
South  Carolina. 

Bernard  Washington  Spillman. 

Dr.  Spillman  is  a  native  of  Weldon,  N^ortli  Carolina, 
where  he  was  born  January  22nd,  1871.  He  studied  at 
Garysburg,  Wilson,  Henderson  and  Littleton  Academies. 

He  was  licensed  to  preach  by  Weldon  Church,  May  the 
8th,  1887,  and  ordained  by  Beaufort  Church,  October  15th, 
1891.  In  1891  he  graduated  with  the  degree  of  B.  A.  from 
Wake  Forest  College.  He  afterwards  studied  at  the  South- 
em  Baptist  Theological  Seminary. 

He  has  served  either  as  pastor  or  supply  the  following 
churches.  Beaufort,  Smyrna,  Greenville  Memorial,  First 
Church,  ^ew  Bern  and  Morehead  City.  His  literary  w^ork 
has  been  Sunday  School  Editor  of  the  ^'Evangelist,''  Asso- 
ciate Editor  of  the  ^'Biblical  Recorder,"  and  Editor  of  Sun- 
day School  Department  of  ''Charity  and  Children."  He 
has  also  been  author  either  alone  or  jointly  of  valuable  pub- 
lications issued  by  the  Sunday  School  Board  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

Dr.  Spillman  is  largely  and  favorably  known  throughout 
the  South.  He  has  been  for  three  sessions,  1918,  1919  and 
1920,  President  of  the  ^^orth  Carolina  State  Convention. 

Mack  Stamps. 

Brother  Stamps  is  a  native  of  Georgiana,  Alabama.  He 
is  a  B.  A.  of  Howard  College  and  studied  at  the  Southern 
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Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  He  was  licensed  to  preach 
in  August,  1889,  by  Belleville  Church,  Georgia,  and  or- 
dained in  ^^'ovember,  1896,  by  Eastlake  Church,  Georgia. 
He  was  pastor  of  Eastlake  in  1896. 

He  seems  to  have  moved  to  this  State  and  settled  in  Frank- 
lin County  early  in  the  present  century.  His  first  appear- 
ance in  the  Tar  Eiver  Association  was  at  the  session  of  1908, 
which  was  held  at  Sandy  Creek  Church.  He  has  served 
churches  both  in  the  Central  and  Tar  River  Associations. 
At  present  (1921)  his  pastoral  work  is  confined  to  the  Cen- 
tral Association. 

Brother  Stamps  is  a  man  of  afi'airs,  a  good  preacher  and 
a  wise  leader. 

Joshua  Addison  Stradley. 

Bev.  J.  A.  Stradley  was  lx)rn  in  Asheville,  Xorth  Caro- 
lina, March  the  17th,  1832.  He  was  the  son  of  Elder 
Thomas  Stradley,  wdio  founded  the  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Asheville  and  labored  extensively  in  Western  l^orth  Caro- 
lina. 

eT.  A.  Stradley  was  baptized  by  his  father.  He  was  li- 
censed to  preach  in  1863  and  ordained  by  Berea  Church  in 
1864.  He  studied  three  years  at  Wake  Forest  College,  but 
failing  healtli  made  it  impossible  for  him  to  continue  his 
college  course.  He  was  an  earnest  student  during  the  whole 
of  his  life,  and  w^as  regarded  as  an  able  preacher  and  a 
man  of  scholarship  and  culture. 

He  was  a  leader  in  every  movement  that  had  for  its  end 
the  uplift  of  the  people  among  whom  he  lived.  He  was 
especially  zealous  in  the  promotion  of  temperance.  He  fre- 
quently wrote  for  the  papers  and  his  writings  were  always 
readable  and  helpful. 

He  was  abundant  in  labors.  In  1863  and  1864  he  was 
pastor  at  Berea  and  Marion  in  the  western  part  of  the  State ; 
but  later  he  settled  in  Oxford  and  his  labors  during  the  rest 
of  his  life  were  for  the  most  part  confined  to  the  Flat  River, 
the  Central  and  the  Tar  River  Associations.    In  the  Tar 
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River  Association  he  served  Rock  Springs  and  Gary  Chapel 
for  many  years.  He  was  actively  engaged  in  the  ministry 
lip  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1912,  after 
he  had  passed  his  eightieth  birthday.  He  was  a  good  preach- 
er and  pastor,  and  highly  esteemed  and  loved  for  his  work's 
sake. 

J.  A.  Sullivan. 
Mr.  Sullivan  was  born  in  Richmond,  Virginia.  He  is 
a  B.  A.  of  Richmond  College,  and  a  graduate  of  Crozer 
Theological  Seminary.  His  pastorates  have  been  Oak  Grove, 
Richmond,  Virginia,^  1897,  through  1901,  West  Point,  Vir- 
ginia, 1902  through  1905 ;  Oak  Grove,  Richmond,  Virginia, 
1906  and  1907;  Washington,  ^v^orth  Carolina,  1907  through 
1911.  At  present  (1921)  he  is  pastor  of  Calvary  Church, 
AVilmington,  N^orth  Carolina,  where  he  has  been  since 
1911. 

L.  W.  SwopE. 

Brother  Swope  came  from  a  South  Carolina  pastorate  to 
Louisburg,  N^orth  Carolina,  and  assumed  pastoral  care  of 
that  church  early  in  1907  and.  continued  in  that  relation 
until  1912. 

Resigning  in  Louisburg  on  account  of  ill  health,  he  went 
to  the  western  part  of  the  State,  and  after  recuperating  in 
health  he  became  pastor  in  Shelby,  ^^orth  Carolina.  From 
Shelby  he  returned  to  his  place  in  the  army  as  chaplain. 
Retiring  from  the  army  he  served  as  pastor  for  a  while  at 
Boiling  Springs,  ^orth  Carolina.  He  is  now  (1921)  lo- 
cated at  Erwin*  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Swope  is  a  popular  preacher  and  the  Louisburg  peo- 
ple have  never  ceased  to  regret  that  he  could  not  remain 
with  them. 

Thomas  Jerome  Taylok. 

Thomas  Jerome  I'ayior  was  bom  in  Mecklenburg  County,' 
ISTorth  Carolina,  April  14th,  1849.  He  is  the  oldest  son  of 
William  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Lanier  Taylor.    He  spent 
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most  of  his  cliildhood  and  voutli  in  Charlotte.  His  parents 
died  while  he  was  still  a  boy. 

He  attended  primarj'  schools  and  a  classical  academy  in 
Charlotte  and  by  the  spring  of  1863  had  made  considerable 
progress  in  the  studies  taught  in  that  academy.  At  this 
point  his  education  was  interrupted  by  the  War  Between 
the  States.  Although  only  a  little  more  than  fourteen  years 
old,  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  x\rmy  in  May,  1863, 
and  was  assigned  to  bridge-guard  duty  on  the  T^orth  Caro- 
lina Kailroad.  After  three  months  he  was  discharged  on 
account  of  defective  vision  and  his  extreme  youth.  He  re- 
turned home  and  in  the  fall  of  1863  resumed  his  educa- 
tion. 

In  October,  LSij;],  a  great  revival  was  in  progress  in 
Tryon  Street  ^letliodist  Church,  and  he  was  happily  con- 
verted and  united  with  the  Methodist  Church,  of  which  his 
mother  was  a  member.  Almost  at  once  he  commenced  hold- 
ing prayer  meeting  in  private  houses  in  the  suburbs  of  the 
city  and  in  the  surrounding  country.  In  this  work  he  was 
encouraged  by  leading  members  of  his  church  and  others. 
In  October,  1864,  he  again  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  Army, 
was  as'iigned  to  jirovost  guard  duty  nnd  continued  in  the 
service  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

In  tlie  late  summer  and  fall  of  1865  he  attended  various 
protracted  meetings  held  in  Methodist  churches  in  Gaston 
and  Catawba  Counties,  and  was  permitted  by  the  preacher 
in  charge  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  work.  In  October, 
1865,  his  attention  was  directed  to  the  act  and  subjects  of 
baptism.  He  retui-ned  home  and  began  an  investigation  of 
this  important  subject.  The  only  books  he  liad  to  guide  him 
in  this  investigatioji  was  the  Bible  and  ''Summers  on  Bap- 
tism." Dr  T.  O.  Summers  was  a  distinguished  Methodist 
preacher,  and  his  work  on  baptism  was  the  leading  authority 
on  that  subject  then  in  use  among  Methodists.  This  inves- 
tigation resulted  in  convincing  young  Taylor  that  immer- 
sion and  immersion  alone  is  the  only  scriptural  baptism, 
and  that  only  believers  are  the  scriptural  subjects  of  bap- 
tism.   Having  reached  this  conclusion  he  went  to  Bruington 
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Baptist  Church  in  Gastou  County,  ^^orth  Carolina,  on  Sat- 
urday, Janiiary  the  12th,  1866,  and  applied  for  baptism. 
He  Avas  received  l)y  the  clmrch  and  Sunday  morning,  eTan- 
uary  the  13th,  he  was  baptized  by  Eev.  A.  J.  Cansler  in  a 
pool  at  Bruington  Meeting  House  spring  in  the  presence  of 
a  great  multitude  of  folks.  By  request,  he  gave  his  rea- 
sons for  changing  his  church  relations.  At  the  close  of  the 
morning  service  Mr.  Cansler  suggested  that  as  he  had  been 
exercising  in  public  among  the  Methodist  the  church  license 
him  to  preach.  The  church  adopted  the  suggestion  and  he 
was  licensed  to  preach  January  the  13th,  1866:  He  at  once 
began  preaching  as  an  independent  missionary,  and  as  tliere 
were  but  few  churches  at  that  time  in  Gaston  and  Catawba 
Counties  in  the  valley  of  the  Catawba  River,  he  located 
thirteen  appointments  in  Mecklinburg,  Gaston  and  Catawba 
Counties  in  schoolhouses  and  under  brush  arbors.  Extra 
services  were  held  almost  nightly  in  private  houses. 

In  the  summer  of  1866  he  returned  to  Charlotte,  boarded 
Avith  the  late  J.  J.  Blackwood  and  resumed  his  studies  un- 
der the  guidance  of  that  excellent  teacher.  Early  in  June, 
1866,  Mr.  Blackwood  introduced  him  to  Eev.  A.  L.  Stough 
of  Pleasant  Valley,  South  Carolina,  and  thus  began  an  ac- 
quaintance which  was  of  inestimable  value  to  him  in  his 
early  ministerial  career.  He  continued  his  preparatory 
course  for  college  in  various  academies  and  finally  studied 
at  Furman  University  of  Greenville,  South  Carolina,  but 
on  accoimt  of  serious  trouble  with  his  eyes  he  was  compelled 
to  leave  college  before  graduation  and  was  deprived  of  Theo- 
logical Seminary  training.  He  was  ordained  to  the  full 
work  of  the  ministry  May  the  16th,  1868.  The  ordaining 
presbytery  were  Elders  E.  A.  Poe,  James  Brumfield  and 
Jephthah  Clark.  He  held  various  pastorates  during'  his 
school  life  and  assisted  in  many  protracted  meetings.  He 
dates  the  beginning  of  his  niinistry  under  tlie  manifest  con- 
trol of  the  Holy  Spirit  from  the  second  Sunday  in  Augu.st, 
1866,  when  against  his  protest  he  was  appointed  to  preach 
in  the  afternoon  to  a  large  audience  at  Flint  Hill  Church  in 
York  County,  South  Carolina.    The  Holy  Spirit  took  pos- 
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session  of  liim,  gave  him  liberty  and  power  and  a  great  re- 
vival followed. 

His  pastorates  have  been  Cheraw,  South  Carolina,  1870, 
churches  in  the  Moriah  Association  1871  and  187^',  churches 
in  the  York  Association  1873  through  1877,  churches  in 
the  Broad  Eiver  Association  1876  to  March,  1885,  churches 
in  the  Union  Association  1881  to  March,  1885.  Most  of 
this  work  was  in  South  Carolina. 

On  March  the  27th,  1885,  having  accepted  a  call  to  War- 
renton  and  Brown's  churches,  he  moved  to  Warrenton, 
J^orth  Carolina,  where  he  has  since  resided.  Soon  after 
coming  to  T\^arrenton  he  became  pastor  at  Warren  Plains, 
where  he  labored  three  years.  He  resigned  the  work  at 
Warren  Plains  and  the  church  was  served  several  years  by 
Dr.  W.  B.  Cullom  and  later  by  Bev.  J.  K.  Fant,  who  served 
two  years.  Mr.  Taylor  became  pastor  a  second  time  in  1896 
and  in  1922  continues  to  hold  that  relation.  On  the  first 
of  January,  1902,  he  became  pastor  of  Macon  Church  and 
is  still  engaged  in  that  work.  He  continued  as  pastor  at 
Brown's  until  the  first  of  January,  1921,  and  then  resigned 
the  work  because  of  his  inability  to  do  the  large  amount  of 
pastoral  work  greatly  needed  in  that  congi-egation.  He  is 
still  pastor  (1922)  in  Warrenton,  Warren  Plains  and  Ma- 
con. Since  his  ordination  in  1868  he  has  baptized  more 
than  three  thousand  converts. 

On  the  29th  of  September,  1870,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Emily  Bacot  King  in  the  Baptist  Churcli  in 
Cheraw,  South  Carolina.  Much  of  the  success  tluit  he 
achieved  in  his  early  ministerial  life  resulted  from  her  de- 
votion to  the  home  and  to  her  faithfulness  in  helping  Jiim 
bear  the  burden  of  a  poorly  paid  country  pastor.  She 
died  after  a  long  illness,  July  the  Ith,  1909. 

At  the  commencement  in  1915  Wake  Forest  College  con- 
ferred on  him  the  honorary  degree  of  D.  D.  A  distinguished 
friend  congratulating  him,  said :  ''What  a  pity  they  did  not 
give  it  to  someone  who  would  have  got  more  fun  out  of  it 
than  yon  will." 

Dr.  Taylor  has  written  much  for  the  local  press  both  in 
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prose  and  verse.  ITis  sketches  of  ^'Old  Times  iu  Warren" 
received  large  commendation.  His  letters  from  ^^Aunt  Ma- 
lindy"  v/ere  extensiv^ely  read  and  enjoyed.  He  was  for 
several  years  the  editor  of  a  religions  paper  called  the  Bible 
Eeader"  and  was  one  of  the  editors  of  the  'North  Carolina 
Baptist  Historical  Papers. 

Being  only  seventy-three  years  old,  he  is  jdanning  for 
larger  work  in  the  ministry  and  much  work  in  literature, 
but  especially  along  historical  lines.  In  all  his  work,  both 
literary  and  religions^  he  has  been  ably  assisted  by  his  niece, 
Miss  Georgie  C.  I.a  Coste,  without  whose  help  much  of  it 
could  not  have  been  done. 

J.  U.  Teague. 

He  was  born  in  Alexander  County,  ISTorth  Carolina,  Oc- 
tober 8th,  1882.  He  professed  faith  in  Christ  and  joined 
Bethlehem  Baptist  Church  in  his  native  county  at  the  age 
of  fifteen. 

He  received  his  academic  training  at  Stony  Point  and 
Boonville  High  Schools.  Following  this  course  he  taught 
school  for  seven  years  before  going  to  college. 

He  entered  Wake  Forest  College  in  1909,  rem.ained  two 
years,  during  which  time  he  did  some  preaching  as  supply. 
Then  he  was  out  of  college  two  years,  and  accepted  his  first 
pastorate.  Thanksgiving  Church,  in  Johnson  Association, 
and  taught  school.  He  served  that  church  for  four  years. 
He  returned  to  college  in  1913  and  received  the  B.  A.  de- 
gi*ee  in  1915.  During  this  period  he  served  several  churches 
as  pastor.  From  1911-1921  he  served  the  following  church»^s 
as  pastor  at  different  times  :  Thanksgiving,  Alston.  Virginia, 
Seaboard,  Mount  Carmel,  Garner,  Knight's  Chapel,  Pop- 
lar Creek  and  Oak  Pidge.  In  the  Tar  Piver  Association 
he  has  served  Advance,  Centerville,  Wood  and  Pleasant 
Grove  churches. 

He  attended  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
during  the  term  of  1919  and  1920.  He  is  at  present  (1921) 
located  in  Franklin  County,  ISTorth  Carolina,  Poute  5,  Louis- 
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burg,  and  is  pastor  of  the  Tar  River  churches  ahove  men- 
tioned. Brother  Teague  also  does  considerable  work  in  pro- 
tracted meetings,  and  seems  to  be  successful  in  this  line. 

]S^.  J.  Todd. 

Brother  Todd  was  reared  in  the  Chowan  section  of  the 
State.  He  is  now  (1921)  a  student  at  Wake  lA)rest  Col- 
lege, and  is  the  efficient  pastor  of  Marmaduke  Church,  in 
the  Tar  River  Association. 

George  Taylor  Tuxstall. 

Brother  Tunstall  was  born  of  go<lly  parents  in  Vance 
County,  l^orth  Carolina,  on  i^ovember  15th,  18S5.  He 
was  converted  in  a  meeting  at  Brown's  CLuj'cIi,  v.hen  he 
was  about  twelve  years  of  age. 

He  went  to  school  at  Stovall,  Epsom  and  Buie's  Creek. 
He  definitely  surrendered  to  preach  in  July,  1906,  and  was 
licensed  to  preach  on  the  second  Sunday  in  July,  1006. 
He  entered  Wake  Forest  College,  August  29th,  1906,  and 
was  in  college  for  three  years.  He  then  had  to  leave  col- 
lege on  account  of  a  nervous  breakdown  and  the  death  of 
his  brother  and  father.  He  entered  Louisville  Seminary 
in  1914,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1917. 

Brother  Tunstall  was  ordained  by  Brown's  Cliurch  on 
the  26th  of  September,  1908.  The  ordaining  presbytery 
consisted  of  Dr.  J.  D.  Hufham,  Revs.  I^.  W.  Swopc  and 
T.  J.  Taylor. 

While  in  the  Seminary  he  was  pastor  of  Xew  Albany, 
Indiana,  two  and  one-half  years.  Before  going  to  the  Sem- 
inary he  was  pastor  of  the  following  churches  in  the  Tar 
River  Association:  Marmaduke,  Cary  Chapel  and  ISTor- 
lina,  and  of  several  churches  in  the  Flat  River  Association. 
He  returned  from  the  Seminary  to  the  Flat  River  field,  but 
was  later  granted  a  leave  of  absence  to  go  ''Overseas"  in 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  sendee.  He  was  in  France  and  Germany 
for  ten  months. 
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He  returned  from  his  service  in  the  Arniv  after  the  war 
to  the  Flat  River  tield  in  Granville  County,  where  he  is  now 
(1921)  doing'  an  excellent  work.  He  has  led  Xorlina, 
Gary's  Chapel,  Plester  and  Enon  chnrches  in  building  new 
houses  of  worship,  and  the  churches  at  Providence  and  Bul- 
lock in  adding  Sunday  School  rooms.  Brother  Tunstall  is 
a  popular  preacher  and  a  useful  man. 

Fran^k  Royal  Uxderwood. 

]\Ir.  Underwood  was  a  native  of  Sampson  County,  Xorth 
Carolina.  He  graduated  B.  A.  from  AVake  Forest  College 
in  1874,  and  also  studied  at  the  Southern  Baptist  Theolog- 
ical Seminary.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  by  Canaan 
Church,  Xorth  Carolina,  in  1867.  and  ordained  by  Siloam 
Church.  South  Carolina,  in  1870.  From  1870  to  1899  he 
seived  in  the  following  pastorates:  Siloam  and  Fellowship 
churches,  South  Carolina,  1870-1871;  Smithfield,  Xorth 
Carolina,  1872  to  1874;  Gxford,  Xorth  Carolina,  1874 
through  1881;  Williamston,  Hamilton  and  Plymouth,  in 
the  Tar  River  Association,  1881  through  1884;  Cambridge, 
Vienna  and  East  Xew  ^larket,  Maryland,  1884  through 
1886;  Powhatan,  Virginia,  1886  through  1888;  churches  in 
Sampson  County,  1888  through  1892;  Buckingham  County, 
Virginia,  1892  through  1896 ;  and  a  church  in  Richmond 
1896  through  1899.  I  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  his 
wherealx)ut3  since  1899. 

ROEEKT  VaX  DeVEXTER. 

This  earnest  and  efficient  minister  of  Christ  ^vas  born 
in  Xew  Jersey  and  grew  to  early  manhood  in  Smithfield, 
Virginia.  He  w^as  converted  and  joined  the  church  at  the 
age  of  eleven,  being  baptized  into  the  fellowship  of  Smith- 
field  Church  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Ward. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  entered  Richmond  College  and 
remained  there  two  years  and  then  went  to  Crozer  Sem- 
inary.   Later  he  studied  at  Chicago  University.    ^Ir.  Van 
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Deventer  has  been  an  earnest  student  all  his  ministerial  life, 
and  his  mind  is  richly  stored  with  useful  knowledge. 

He  has  been  in  tlie  active  ministry  about  forty-three 
years,  having  been  ordained  at  Smithfield,  Virginia,  in  1878. 
His  first  pastorate  was  Berkley  Avenue  Church,  Berkley, 
Virginia,  from  1878-1880.  He  then  went  to  Edenton,  ISTorth 
Carolina,  and  labored  there  most  successfully  from  1880  to 
1880.  Having  accepted  a  call  to  the  Baptist  Church  in 
Henderson,  I^orth  Carolina,  he  began  his  pastoral  labors 
there  in  May,  1880,  and  continued  until  1894,  when  he 
went  to  HawkinsvillCj  Georgia.  After  remaining  there  sev- 
eral years  he  became  pastor  of  one  of  the  churches  in  Sa- 
vannah, Georgia,  where  he  labored  for  a  number  of  years 
and  then  assumed  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  church  in  Jack- 
son, Georgia,  Avhere  he  is  still  (1921)  the  highly  esteemed 
and  very  efficient  pastor. 

Mr.  Van  Deventer  has  always  been  in  hearty  co-opera- 
tion with  the  organized  work  of  the  denomination.  He  has 
been  remarkably  successful  in  organizing  the  young  people 
of  the  churches  and  in  leading  them  into  active  Christian 
service.  The  eight  years  of  his  Henderson  pastorate  cover 
one  of  the  best  periods  in  the  history  of  the  church. 

Some  years  ago  Mercer  University  conferred  on  Mr.  Van 
Deventer  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity,  which 
he  richly  deserved  and  wears  with  Christian  meekness  and 
becoming  dignity. 

EiciiAEB  Tillman  Vat^^n. 

Dr.  Yann  was  lx)rn  E'ovember  24th,  1851,  on  a  farm  in 
Hertford  County,  ^orth  Carolina,  five  miles  from  AVinton, 
the  county  seat.  He  was  converted  a  little  before  he  reached 
the  age  of  twelve,  during  a  meeting  in  the  Ahoskie  Church 
in  the  West  Chowan  Association.  Others  made  a  profes- 
sion of  religion  at  the  same  time  and  united  with  the  church. 
Before  the  time  a])pointed  for  their  baptism  he  lost  both 
his  hands  in  a  sorghum'  mill,  and  he  was  on  the  operating 
table  at  the  very  hour  on  the  Sunday  when  the  others  were 
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heing  baptized.  About  two  years  later  he  was  baptized  into 
the  fellowship  of  Mount  Tabor,  his  mother's  old  church,  by 
Eev.  R.  E.  Savage. 

Majiy  of  his  friends  doubtless  thought  that  the  loss  of  his 
iiands  ruined  his  prospects  for  a  life  of  useful  service,  but 
no  man  among  us  has  preached  better  sermons  and  been  more 
larf2:elv  useful  as  a  worker  in  the  Master's  vineyard  than 
he/ 

He  attended  the  common  schools,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
liis  home.  Pie  says  they  v^^ere  ^'very  common."  When  near- 
ly seventeen  years  old  he  entered  Buckhorn  Academy,  and  in 
1870  he  began  his  course  in  Wake  Forest  College,  graduat- 
ing in  1873.  During  the  next  j^ear  he  studied  at  the  South- 
ern Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  then  in  Greenville,  South 
Carolina. 

In  the  summer  of  1874,  while  visiting  a  cousin  in  Scotland 
Xeck.  he  was  induced  to  supply  for  the  little  church  there 
during  the  summer.  The  church  then  consisted  of  twenty- 
three  available  members.  Before  the  end  of  the  summer, 
at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  church,  he  consented  to  re- 
main during  the  following  3'ear  as  pastor.  The  church  had 
been  considerably  demoralized  by  the  defection  of  the  form- 
er pastor.  Elder  P.  D.  Gold,  Avho  had  left  its  pulpit  to  join 
the  Primitive  Baptist,  a  year  or  two  before  Brother  Vann's 
visit.  The  special  work  incumbent  upon  him  w^as  to  en- 
deavor to  get  this  demoralized  and  discouraged  church  in 
shape  for  active  and  aggressive  work.  The  man  and  the 
need  had  met  and  the  people  were  willing  to  be  led,  and  the 
wonderful  prosperity  of  the  Scotland  IvTeck  Church  had  its 
beginning  during  the  year  of  Dr.  Yann's  first  pastorate 
there. 

In  the  fall  of  1875,  Brother  Yann  returned  to  the  Sem- 
inary; but,  on  account  of  failing  health,  left  at  the  end  of 
that  session.  He  was  invited  to  return  to  Scotland  ^^^eck 
for  the  summer  and  train  the  Sunday  School,  which  he  did. 
Finding  the  girls'  academy  without  a  principal,  he  was  in- 
duced to  remain  and  supply  that  position  until  a  principal 
could  be  secured.    He  taught  school,  preaching  occasionally 
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for  the  cliiircli  as  supply  while  they  were  securing  and  locate 
ing  Dr.  Hufliam.  He  left  the  Scotland  i^eck  School  at  the 
close  of  and  in  January^  18Y9,  became  regular  pastor 

as  missionary  under  the  State  Board  at  Enfield,  Weld  on 
and  Halifax.  He  lived  at  Enfield  and  gave  that  churcli  two 
Sundays  and  Halifax  and  Weldon  one  Sunday  each.  The 
first  church  building  at  Enfield  was  erected  soon  after  he 
inoved  there  and  the  house  of  worship  at  Weldon  was  being 
built  while  he  was  there.  At  the  end  of  the  year  he  re- 
signed at  Halifax  and  Weldon  and  accepted  Conoconara, 
dividing  the  time  equally  between  Enfield  and  Conoconara. 

In  the  summer  of  1881  Dr.  Vann  resigned  his  pastorate 
to  become  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  Chowan  Institute, 
now  (1921)  Chowan  College.  He  taught  English  in  the 
institute  and  served  also  as  pastor  the  Baptist  churclies  in 
^furfreesboro  and  Jackson.  He  resigned  at  Murfreesboro 
and  became  pastor  of  the  AVake  Forest  Church  in  1883.  He 
continued  in  this  pastorate,  delighting  by  his  preaching  the 
faculty,  the  student  body  and  citizens  of  the  tovm,  until  Oc- 
tober, 1889,  when  he  resigned  the  Wake  Forest  Church  to 
l)ecome  pastor  of  the  churcb  in  Edenton.  He  returned  to 
Scotland  IN^eck  as  pastor  of  that  church  in  January,  1892. 
Taking  up  the  work  so  well  done  by  Dr.  Hufham,  lie  carried 
it  grandly  forward  until  the  need  of  a  capable  President  of 
tlie  Baptist  Female  University,  now  Meredith  College, 
turned  the  mind  of  the  denomination  to  him  as  the  one  man 
in  all  the  State  best  fitted  at  that  time  to  fill  the  important 
position.  He  was  unanimously  elected  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees  and  July  the  first,  1900,  resigned  his  delightful 
pastorate  to  assume  the  important  position  to  Avhich  ho  had 
Ix^en  called.  He  continued  as  President  of  the  great  insti- 
tution, winning  laurels  by  his  wise  management,  until  the 
new  Board  of  Education  was  created. 

Again  the  mind  and  the  heart  of  the  denomination  turned 
to  Dr.  Vann  as  the  one  man  among  us  best  fiti^ed  to  become 
the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  this  Board.  Always  ready 
to  respond  to  the  call  of  God  through  the  denomination,  he 
resigned  the  presidency  of  Meredith  College,  July.  1915, 
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and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  secretarvslii])  of  the  new 
Board  and  is  still  (1921)  actively  and  snccessful'y  discharg- 
ing the  duties  of  that  office. 

Two  other  interesting  items  will  close  this  sketch.  In 
1885  Dr.  Vann  married  Miss  Ella  R.  McVeigh,  of  Loudoun 
County,  Virginia.  To  them  have  been  horn  five  children, 
three  of  whom  are  living.  The  other  item  Dr.  Vann  does 
not  regard  of  much  importance,  but  it  relates  to  a  deserved 
recognition  of  his  worth.  About  thirty  years  ago  Furman 
University  conferred  upon  him'  the  honorary  degree  of  Doc- 
tor of  Divinity. 

Dr.  Vann's  career  covers  a  period  of  wonderful  progress 
in  our  State  and  denomination,  and  he  has  had  a  large  share 
in  shaping  and  bringing  to  pass  the  great  things  that  have 
been  accomplished  and  are  still  in  process  of  being  done. 

T.  L.  Veexox. 

Mr.  Vernon  is  a  native  of  Rockingham  County,  North 
Carolina,  having  been  born  there  February  the  2nd,  1876. 
He  attended  Madison  High  School  two  years,  and  gradu- 
ated at  AVake  Forest  College  in  the  class  of  1905.  He  moved 
to  Tarboro  in  September,  1905,  and  was  ordained  at  the 
Union  Meeting  in  Rocky  Mount  on  the  fifth  Sunday  in  Oc- 
tober, 1905. 

He  served  churches  in  the  Tar  River  Association  up  to 
October,  1907,  when  the  Association  divided  and  his 
cluirches  lining  up  with  the  Roanoke  Association,  his  work 
since  that  time  has  been  within  the  bounds  of  that  body. 
AVith  the  exception  of  the  two  years  he  was  at  Stony  Creek 
his  entire  ministry  has  been  under  the  control  of  the  Board 
of  !AIissions,  In  connection  with  his  ministerial  work  he 
has  been  principal  of  schools  at  Dortches,  Hobgood  and 
Leggett. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Xorman  Hicks  in 
1907.    To  them  have  been  born  two  children. 

Sazmuel  AVait. 
Dr.  AVait  was  born  in  \A^ashington,  Xew  Vork,  December 
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19th,  17S9.  He  was  baptized  in  Vermont,  March  12th,  1809, 
and  ordained  at  Sharon  Church,  ^sTorfolk  County,  Massa- 
chusetts, June  3rd,  1818.  Feeling  the  need  of  the  best  pos- 
sible preparation  for  the  work  to  which  he  had  committed 
his  life,  he  went  to  Columbian  College,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Although  he  pursued  his  course  at  Columbian  College,  that 
institution  not  being  empowered  to  confer  degrees,  he  re- 
ceived his  degree  from  Watersville,  Maine.  T'or  a  time  he 
was  tutor  in  Columbian  College  and  he  came  to  E'orth  Caro- 
lina in  February,  1827,  on  a  collecting  tour  for  the  college. 
AVhile  in  E'ew  Bern  he  made  such  a  favorable  impression  on 
the  Baptists  of  the  place  that  they  called  him  to  be  their 
pastor  and  he  assumed  pastoral  charge  of  the  church  in  'No- 
vember,  1827. 

Soon  after  settling  in  I^ew  Bern  he  began  to  labor  for  two 
things,  the  organizing  of  a  convention  and  the  founding  of 
a  Baptist  newspaper,  and  he  saw  both  of  these  things  ac- 
complished, and  was  the  moving  spirit  in  laying  the  founda- 
tion of  their  success.  He  was  the  first  Corresponding  Sec- 
retary of  the  State  Convention,  and  while  traveling  over  the 
State  in  the  interest  of  missions  he  solicited  and  received 
subscriptions  for  a  Baptist  newspaper  which  he  regarded 
as  a  necessity  for  the  success  of  the  denomination.  Thus 
he  prepared  the  way  for  the  Biblical  Recorder,  which  a  lit- 
tle later  began  to  be  published.  In  1832  the  Baptists,  realiz- 
ing the  necessity  for  a  school  where  their  preachers  might  be 
educated,  decided  to  establish  a  ^'Manual  Labor  School''  at 
Wake  Forest,  and  chose  Dr.  Wait  principal  of  the  school. 
He  accepted  the  trust  and  the  story  of  his  labors,  his  toil- 
some journeys,  his  self-sacrifices  in  establishing  the  school 
reads  like  a  romance.  From  1833  to  June,  1846,  a  period 
of  fourteen  years,  Dr.  Wait  was  President  of  this  institu- 
tion. He  retired  from  the  presidency  in  1846  and  was  pas- 
tor of  a  church  in  Yancey ville  until  1851,  when  he  became 
president  of  a  female  school  in  Oxford.  In  1856  he  re- 
tired from  this  position  and  spent  the  evening  of  his  life  in 
the  home  of  his  only  child,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Brewer,  at  Wake  For- 
est College.    No  man  in  our  State  has  been  more  largely 
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useful  and  done  more  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  denomina- 
tion than  Dr.  Wait. 

Robert  P.  Wat.ker. 

Brother  Walker  was  reared  in  the  central  part  of  the 
State.  He  was  converted  in  early  life  and  impressed  with 
his  duty  to  preach  the  gospel.  He  was  ordained  by  his 
church  to  the  full  work  of  the  gospel  ministry.  He  was 
educated  at  Wake  Forest  College. 

His  first  w^ork  was  as  missionary  pastor  of  !N^orth  and 
South  Henderson  churches  in  the  Tar  River  Association. 
From  there  he  went  to  AVilkesboro  and  after  two  or  three 
years  he  became  pastor  of  one  of  the  churches  in  Asheville. 
After  a  brief  pastorate  in  that  city,  he  returned  to  the  Tar 
River  Association  and  became  pastor  of  Littleton  and  En- 
terprise churches,  where  he  remained,  doing  an  excellent 
work,  for  about  three  years.  After  which  he  became  pas- 
tor of  Ashboro  Street  Church  in  Greensboro.  Two  or  three 
years  later  he  accepted  a  call  to  the  First  Baptist  Church 
in  Albemarle,  and  led  the  church  in  the  erection  of  a  new 
church  of  worship.  Brother  Walker's  last  pastorate  was  witli 
the  Southside  Church,  Wilmington.  He  was  in  the  midst 
of  a  o'reat  work  when  the  influenza  struck  the  citv  and  he  fell 
a  victim  of  that  epidemic.  His  devoted  wife  survives  him. 
She  is  a  woman  of  exalted  Christian  character  and  rare 
culture. 

Wi  LLixVM  Thomas  Walters. 

Dr.  Walters  was  a  distinguished  leader  in  Baptist  af- 
fairs in  I^orth  Carolina  in  his  day  and  generation.  He  was 
educated  at  Wake  Forest  College.  After  graduati/ig  in 
1848  he  was  made  a  tutor  in  the  college.  He  served  in  this 
position  one  year  and  then  in  1849  was  made  a  full  professor 
and  held  the  chair  of  Mathematics  until  1861,  when  the  col- 
lege was  closed  on  account  of  the  War  Between  the  States. 
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During  the  war  lie  gave  attention  to  his  farm  and  served 
neighboring  country  churches. 

Dr.  Walters  had  the  advantage  of  being  born  of  devout 
Christian  parents  and  of  being  reared  in  a  Christian  home. 
His  father  gave  him  an  ordinary  English  education,  but  this 
did  not  satisfy  his  mind. 

About  this  time  he  came  under  the  influence  of  Jlev. 
John  L.  Pritchard,  wh.o  commenced  preaching  in  the  neigb- 
borhood  of  the  home  of  young  Walters.  He  was  converted 
and  united  with  Sandy  Creek  Churchy  of  which  Dr.  Pritch- 
ard was  pastor.  He  was  encouraged  by  Mr.  Pritchard  to 
secure  a  college  education.  He  borrowed  the  money  to  take 
the  course  preparatory  to  college  and  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen he  taught  school  to  enable  him  to  pay  it  back.  He 
then  borrowed  more  money  to  pay  his  expenses  at  Wake 
Forest  College,  where  he  entered  one  of  the  advanced  classes 
and  in  1848  graduated  with  distinctiour  By  his  own  un- 
aided efforts  he  made  the  money  and  paid  all  he  had  bor- 
rowed. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  he  became  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary of  the  Baptist  State  Convention,  and  for  four  years 
devoted  himself  to  the  hard  work  of  reviving  an  interest  in 
missions  and  education  in  our  denomination,  which  in  com- 
mon with  others,  had  been  impoverished  by  the  war,  and 
was  crushed  by  the  burden  of  the  reconstruction  period.  He 
was  wonderfully  successful  in  his  efforts. 

For  a  time  he  was  joint  owner  and  editor  with  J.  H. 
Mills  of  the  Biblical  Recorder,  but  he  soon  sold  his  interest 
to  Mr.  Mills.  He  afterwards  became  agricultural  editor 
of  the  Biblical  Recorder,  wdiich  position  he  held  until  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  was  regarded  one  of  the  best  farmers 
in  the  State. 

As  a  pastor  he  was  faithful  and  successful.  To  his  un- 
failing efforts  we  are  indebted  for  the  churches  at  Littleton 
and  Weldon.  He  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was 
Miss  Bettie  Davidson,  of  Virginia.  She  was  a  good  wife  and 
a  devout,  consecrated  Christian.    His  second  wife  was  Miss 
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I.  O.  Wingate,  of  Darlington,  S.  C,  a  sister  of  Dr.  W  M. 
Wingate.     He  was  greatly  blessed  in  this  marriage. 

He  died  at  liis  home  in  Wake  Forest,  December  :]lst, 
187(>. 

Daniel  AVestee. 

Brother  Wester  for  many  years  regularly  attended  tlie 
sessions  of  the  Association.  His  first  appearance  in  the 
body  was  as  a  delegate  from  Sandy  Creek,  Avhen  the  Asso- 
ciation met  at  Bear  Swamp  in  1840.  His  last  appearance 
was  in  the  session  that  met  in  Wilson  in  1885.  On  this 
occasion  he  spoke  very  effectively  on  ministerial  education. 
He  did  a  good  deal  of  preaching.  He  was  a  good  man  and 
his  influence  for  good  was  very  strong  in  the  Association. 

He  was  a  native  of  Franklin  County,  Xorth  Carolina, 
and  seems  to  have  spent  the  whole  of  his  life  in  the  neigh- 
borhood where  he  was  brought  up.  He  was  born  August 
30th,  1808,  and  died  July  the  20th,  1886.  He  was  licensed 
to  preach  in  1830;  and  was  ordained  in  1878  at  Maple 
Springs,  the  presbytery  being  Elders  C.  A.  Jenkins  and 
G.  M.  Duke.  Brother  Wester  preached  at  Tanner's,  in  War- 
ren County,  and  was  pastor  of  Peach  Tree,  Philadelphia  and 
Pleasant  Grove  churches. 

Joii  x  Eleixgton  White. 

Dr.  White  was  born  at  Clayton,  Xorth  Carolina.  He  was 
educated  at  Clayton  and  Holly  Springs  Academy  and  Wake 
Forest  College,  graduating  B.  A.  from  that  institution  in 
1890,  and  some  years  later  the  college  conferred  on  him 
the  honorary  degree  of  D.  D.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  in 
August,  1891,  and  ordained  tlie  following  June  by  Apex 
Church,  ^^orth  Carolina,  In  1892  and  1893  he  was  pastor 
of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Wilson.  From  1893  to  1896  he 
w^as  pastor  in  Edenton,  Xorth  Carolina.  At  the  State  Con- 
vention, wliich  met  in  Greensboro  in  1895,  Brother  White 
Avas  elected  Corresj^onding  Secretary  of  the  Convention.  He 
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entered  upon  the  duties  of  this  position  and  continued  to 
prosecute  tlie  work  with  zeal  and  fidelity  until  he  resigned 
to  accept  tlje  pastorate  of  tlie  Second  Baptist  Church  of  At- 
lanta, Georgia,  at  the  close  of  1900.  His  work  in  Atlanta 
was  won  d  erf  idly  successful  and  he  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  ablest  preachers  in  the  South.  He  continued  in  At- 
lanta until  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Anderson,  South 
Carolina,  looking  for  a  man  who  could  at  the  same  time  be 
a  successfid  pastor  and  efficient  college  ])resident,  laid  hold 
on  him'  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  it  impossible  for  him  to 
decline  their  call.  Therefore,  for  several  years  he  has  been 
the  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Anderson,  South 
Carolina,  and  President  of  Anderson  College,  which  is  con- 
trolled by  his  church.  Tn  this  dual  position  he  is  going  for- 
ward with  his  usual  success. 

Dr.  White  is  in  great  demand  as  commencement  preacher 
and  speaker  and  also  on  occasions  when  an  orator,  who  has 
something  to  say,  is  needed. 

TnoivrAS  Wilcox. 

Thom.as  Wilcox  was  born  in  the  County  of  Halifax,  ITorth 
Carolina,  on  the  2nd  of  March,  1804,  was  baptized  in  1828, 
was  ordained  in  18 30,  and  died  at  liis  home  in  his  native 
county  on  tlie  8th  of  March,  1877. 

He  was  an  intelligent,  industrious  and  successful  farm- 
er. His  di\'ine  Master,  when  He  called  him  to  the  ministry, 
found  Brother  Wilcox  where  Elijah  did  Elisha — at  the 
ploAV.  He  re])resented  that  class  of  men  who  were  generally 
best  made,  because  self  made.  He  was  far  from  being  illit- 
erate. On  the  contrary  he  had  acquired  a  good  English  edu- 
cation and  had  enriched  his  mind  with  valuable  stores  of 
practical  knowledge.  Although  he  came  not  with  excellence 
of  speech  or  of  wisdom,  yet  he  was  earnest  and  faithful, 
declaring  unto  you  the  testimon}^  of  God. 

His  ministry  was  exceedingly  fruitful  in  winning  souls 
and  confirming  the  churches. 
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Chkistophee  Columbus  Williams. 

lie  was  born  in  Wake  County,  ^v^orth  Carolina,  and 
studied  at  Elon  Colleo-e.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church  and  was  licensed  by  that  body  to  preach.  Later 
he  joined  the  Baptist  Church  and  was  ordained  in  1897  to 
the  full  work  of  the  ministry.  His  first  pastorate  was  at 
Beulah.  He  tlien  moved  into  the  Tar  River  Association  and 
served  successively  j^ew  Hope,  Red  Bud,  Sandy  Creek, 
Mount  Zion,  Peach  Tree,  Hickory  and  Philadelphia.  This 
covers  his  work  up  to  the  time  of  the  division  of  the  Tar 
River  Association,  since  then  he  has  resided  at  Spring  Hope, 
and  been  connected  with  the  Roanoke  Association,  but  for 
several  years  does  not  seem  to  Imve  been  engaged  in  active 
pastoral  work. 

PIerbert  Arthur  Willis. 

Brother  Willis  was  born  in  Rapidan,  Virginia.  Pie  is 
a  B.  A.  of  Richmond  College,  graduating  in  1895,  and 
studied  at  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in 
Louisville.  Pie  was  licensed  by  Lael  Church,  Virginia,  Au- 
gust 4th,  1895,  and  ordained  August  19th,  1897,  at  Salt- 
ville  Church,  Virginia,  of  which  he  was  pastor  in  1897  and 
1898,  and  was  pastor  at  Beulah  and  Hebron  from  1898- 
1900.  His  next  location  of  which  I  have  data  was  in  the 
Tar  River  Association  as  pastor  at  Weldon  in  1906  and 
1907.  He  was  a  good  preacher,  an  efficient  pastor  and 
stood  well  with,  the  brethren.  His  present  location  is  un- 
known to  me. 

M.  J.  WiLLOUGHBY. 

Mr.  Willoughby  was  a  native  of  this  State.  He  was  edu- 
cated at  Wake  Forest  College,  and  for  several  years  w^as 
missionary  ]")astor  in  iv^ash  County,  serving  the  church  in 
^vTashville  and  nearby  country  churches.  He  finished  his 
course  about  thirty  years  ago,  passing  away  in  the  prime  of  a 
useful  life. 
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Dr.  AVingate  was  one  of  the  best  and  ablest  men  of  Ids 
day.  He  was  ])orn  in  Darlington,  Sonth  Carolina^  Mardi 
22nd,  182S.  He  was  baptized  by  Dr.  J.  0.  B.  Dargan,  and 
he  gradnated  at  Wake  Forest  College  in  1849.  After  grad- 
nating  at  Wake  Forest  College  he  stndied  theology  for  two 
years  at  Fnrman  Theological  Institute  in  Sonth  Carolina. 
At  this  time  the  Welsli  Xeck  Chnrch  at  Society  Hill  was 
considering  liim.  for  the  pastorate,  bnt  he  was  not  called. 
Mrs.  ]\rcIntosh,  who  had  the  ear  of  the  chnrch,  said:  '^^s'o ! 
no,  we  do  not  want  old  head  on  yonng  shonlders." 

He  became  financial  agent  for  A\^ake  Forest  College  in 
1852,  and  held  this  position  nntil  1854,  when  lie  was  chosen 
presider.t  of  tlie  college  and  continned  in  this  relation  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  a  period  of  twenty-five  years.  Pie  died 
of  heart  disease,  February  27th,  1879. 

Dr.  Wingate  was  an  exceedingly  modest  man  and  thought 
bnt  little  of  honors  and  preferments  that  men  can  bestow. 
When  Columbian  ITniyersity^  AYashington,  D.  C,  in  1867 
conferred  on  him  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity, 
lie  was  o]dy  prevented  from  declining  the  honor  by  the 
earnest  pleading  of  his  friends,  who  assured  him  that  while 
he  did  not  need  the  degree  it  would  be  valuable  to  the  col- 
lege and  he  I'eluctantly  accepted  it. 

He  was  a  great  college  president,  and  the  ablest  preacher 
among  the  Baptists  and  one  of  the  saintliest  of  men.  He 
lived  a  beautiful  life  and  his  beautiful  life  was  crowned 
wdth  a  glorious  death.  All  that  day  his  face  shone  like  that 
of  Moses  when  he  came  down  from  the  Mount  of  God. 
When  the  final  hour  came  the  glory  of  God  seemed  to  en- 
velope him'  like  a  garment.  Just  before  he  breathed  his  last 
he  seemed  to  be  conversing  with  the  personally  present 
Saviour.  He  said :  ^'Oh^  how  delightful  it  is !  I  knew 
you  would  be  Vs  \t\\  me,  when  the  time  came,  and  I  knew  it 
would  be  sweet,  Imt  I  did  not  know  that  it  would  be  as  sweet 
as  it  is." 
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AVingate  IMemorial  Hall  and  the  ever-increasing  fame 
of  Wake  Forest  College  are  his  monuments. 

CirAULEs  Alexander  Woodson. 

Brother  Woodson  was  born  near  Bonsack,  Botetourt 
County,  Virginia,  July  the  30th,  1840.  He  was  educated 
at  private  schools  and  at  Roanoke  and  Emory  and  Henry 
Colleges.  Studied  at  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  in  Greenville,  South  Carolina,  in  1868-1872.  His 
first  pastorate  was  at  Columbia,  Alabama,  1872  and  1873, 
and  then  at  Birmingham  1874  and  1875.  After  which  he 
returned  to  Virginia  and  served  churches  in  that  State  until 
he  came- to  Enfield,  _N^orth  Carolina,  in  the  Tar  River  Asso- 
ciation, in  1883,  and  remained  until  1887.  Followdng  this 
he  was  pastor  at  Beaufort  and  Morehead  City,  iSTorth  Caro- 
lina, in  1887  and  1890,  and  at  Durham,  Xorth  Carolina, 
from  1890  to  1894.  He  then  returned  to  Virginia  and 
held  various  pastorates  in  that  State.  He  now  is  at  Rust- 
burg,  Virginia,  but  has  retired  from  the  active  ministry. 

He  did  editorial  work  for  the  Biblical  Recorder  from 
1889-1894.  He  was  two  and  one-half  years  in  the  Con- 
federate Army,  and  for  more  than  sixty  years  has  been  a 
valiant  soldier  of  the  Cross. 

WiLEiAM  B.  Worrell. 

Mr.  Worrell  was  a  native  of  Halifax  County.  The  date 
of  his  birth  is  imknown ;  but  it  was  probably  between  1790 
and  1800.  Wien  he  w^as  about  fifteen  years  of  age  he  pro- 
fessed faith  in  Christ  and  was  baptized  into  the  fellowsliip 
of  a  Baptist  Church.  This  so  enraged  his  wicked  faiher 
that  he  whipped  him  cruelly  and  drove  him  from  home.  In 
his  wandering,  young  Worrell  was  doubtless  guided  by  the 
hand  of  God  to  the  church  on  Island  Creek,  where  Den  con 
Thomas  Williams  became  so  favorably  impressed  witli  him' 
that  he  took  him  to  his  home,  provided  for  his  necessities 
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and  sent  him  to  school,  others  helping  him  in  these  deeds 
of  kindness. 

Young  Worrell  soon  hegan  to  preach  the  gospel  and  was 
the  hrst  pastor  at  Grassy  Creek.  He  preached  to  several 
chnrches  in  Granville  and  Franklin  Connties,  and  wherever 
he  preached  large  numbers  professed  faith  in  Christ  and 
were  baptized.  The  most  wonderful  results  followed  his 
ministry  at  Sand}^  Creek,  in  Franklin  County.  From  1826 
to  1832  he  baptized  tive  hundred  and  thirty-two  into  the  fel- 
lo^^^ship  of  this  chnrch.  He  baptized  at  almost  every  monthly 
meeting.  The  number  of  those  baptized  each  month  ranged 
from  two  to  twenty.  In  one  meeting,  which  he  held  in  this 
church  in  1826,  seventy-six  persons  were  baptized  and  on 
another  occasion  seventy-two. 

After  the  policy  of  the  Kehukee  Association  liad  been 
completely  changed  and  the  body  had  become  antagonistic 
to  missionary  efforts,  Mr.  Worrell  advised  his  churches  to 
secure  the  co-operation  of  as  many  churches  as  were  in  ac- 
cord with  them,  and  securing  letters  of  dismission  from  the 
older  body  to  form  another  Association.  This  was  done  as 
has  been  elsewhere  related.  Mr.  Worrell  may  have  been 
present  at  the  preliminai^y  meeting  w^hich  was  held,  perhaps 
at  Sandy  Creek,  in  1830,  to  plan  for  the  organization  of  the 
new  Association.  But  when  the  Association  was  perma- 
nently established  at  Sandy  Creek,  in  1831,  being  sick,  he 
was  unable  to  attend  nor  was  he  able  to  be  present  at  the 
session  of  1832,  which  met  at  Maple  Springs;  and.  toward 
tlie  close  of  -that  year  his  spirit  entered  into  the  rest  v/hicL 
remaineth  to  the  people  of  God.  He  died  in  the  prime  of 
a  verv  useful  life,  but  he  had  planned  for  the  formation  of 
the  Tar  River  Association,  had  outlined  its  policy  and  those 
of  us  who  have  been  a  part  of  this  body  have  entered  into 
the  labors  of  this  good  and  great  man;  for  it  is  true,  as  al- 
ways, that  ''one  soweth  and  another  reapeth." 
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CONCLUSION 

I  greatly  desired  to  secure  a  brief  sketch  of  all  of  the  min- 
isters who  had  wrought  in  the  bounds  of  the  Tar  Eiver  .As- 
sociation, but  I  found  this  impossible.  I  have  the  names 
of  seventy-one  preachers  identified  with  the  Tar  River  As- 
sociation about  whom  I  failed  to  secure  data  to  write 
sketches.  Some  of  these  rendered  valuable  service,  and  de- 
served recognition  but  I  could  not  secure  the  desired  infor- 
mation. I  give  below  the  names  of  these  men  of  God,  hop- 
ing that  even  yet  I  may  secure  data  that  will  enable  me  to 
write  sketches  of  some  of  them  for  the  Biblical  Eecorder: 

Zachariah  Allen.  J.  C.  Averitt,  W.  A.  Barrett,  Gideon 
Bass,  E.  F.  Beacham,  F.  H.  Belcher,  W.  L.  Bilbro,  E.  C- 
Bobbitt,  I.  S.  Boyles,  J.  A.  Bridges,  Jefferson  Burwell 
(Col.),  A.  D.  Cohen,  J.  H.  Colbert,  J.  W.  Colbert,  B.  B. 
Collins,  Oscar  Creech,  B.  W.  Delbridge,  J.  J.  Douglas,  J. 
Q.  A.  Drake,  E.  J.  Edwards,  Henderson  Edwards,  J.  T. 
Eubanks,  J.  H.  Freeman,  Malcus  D.  Freeman,  K".  C.  Gas 
kins,  Caleb  C.  Gordan,  W.  L.  Greggs,  W.  G.  Hall,  William 
H.  Hardy,  ISJ".  M.  Havens,  J.  E.  Haywood,  W.  J.  Hopkins, 
Braxton  Hunt  (Col.),  A.  D.  Hunter,  T.  J.  Jenkins,  G.  S. 
eTones,  K  S.  Jones,  W.  J.  Jones,  W.  T.  Jones,  .1.  A.  B. 
Kilpatrick,  J.  A.  Leslie,  G.  Lewis,  C.  G.  Lowe,  O.  B.  Man- 
gum,  Walter  Milam,  R.  R.  Moore,  J.  W.  'Noble,  A. 
J.  Xowell,  William  Oakley,  J.  Pierce,  Plummer  D. 
Pierce,  J.  Perry  (Col.),  J.  R.  Pope,  Jesse  Powell, 
D.  F.  Putnam,  J.  T.  Ragland,  D.  B.  Ricard,  Daniel  F. 
Richardson,  J.  A.  Rood,  J.  T.  Rooke,  H.  C.  Ruffin,  R.  C. 
Sander] in,  Q.  T.  Simpson,  George  M.  Thompson,  George 
AV.  Thompson,  M.  G.  Todd,  C.  A.  Hpchurch,  G.  Tick,  E. 
D.  Wells,  John  K.  mite. 

Also  many  men  and  women  not  in  the  ministry  have  con- 
tributed largely  to  the  successes  of  the  Tar  River  Associa- 
tion. To  have  included  sketclies  of  these  in  this  volume 
would  have  made  it  too  large.    If  this  book  is  well  received. 
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1  am  prej)arini»-  to  publish  another  containing  sketches  of  the 
noble  men  and  women  who  have  made  the  valiant  working 
forces  of  our  Association. 

If  we,  with  our  increased  opportunities  and  advantages, 
are  as  true  to  the  cause  we  represent  as  our  predecessors 
were,  the  old  Tar  River  has  a  glorious  future. 


THE  END. 
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